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TEAMWORK needed! Will a new SA racing operator and the media settle differences? 

Big support for SA Racing Media Association 
JOURNALISTS UNITE TO SETTLE DIFFERENCES, PROMOTE NEW LANDSCAPE 

MEMBERS of South African racing’s press corps at the weekend formed the “South African Racing 
Media Association”, following a call from Turf Talk to unite as group in view of developments and 
major changes looming in the industry.  

In a letter addressed to more than 50 media  
representatives working in racing, including print 
and television, as well as Racing’s Restructuring 
Task Team and other prominent industry players, 
Turf Talk’s editor Charl Pretorius wrote: “If any 
group in racing is able to set an example of standing 
together in this time, it should be the racing media.  
 
“We all know each other very well, have supported 
each other over many years with little animosity and 
few fallouts in our ranks, and have all suffered at the 
hands of the previous regime, with their  
manipulative swords hanging constantly over our 
heads in their threatening of our livelihoods. 
 

“The twisted and unsound relationship that  
exists between the media and racing adminis-
trators today came about in the course of many 
years of manipulation at the hands of the racing 
operator and its management. And yes, we’ve 
also made mistakes. But a future racing  
operator, and the businesses they align with, 
will need a robust media to support them.” 
 
“There are issues which we believe can be resolved 

in future agreements in which we can assist each 
other with mutual respect, without the constant  
hurling of insults and without losing independence 
or giving up the fabric and nature of each individual 
media publication.” 
 
Pretorius said this morning that the single most im-
portant objective of the Association will be to  
advance and promote the interests of racing in a  
future dispensation, and that it will strive towards a 
spirit of full transparency and cooperation. 
 
“This is not an emotional epiphany. The SA racing 
media has been snubbed (as recently as the Asian 
Racing Conference), maligned, disrespected and 
discredited over the last 20 years and that is about 
to change. 
 
“It is not about getting individual invitations and 
freebies, it’s about respect and recognition for the 
racing media, who, like jockeys and trainers and 
breeders, have worked in this industry for decades, 
have carried it with countless exceptional articles, 
profiles, books, photos and promotions and are as 
much a part of the industry as any 
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RACING MEDIA ASSOCIATION (fm p1) 
 
of its other major participants!” 
 
He added: “There has never been a better time in 
SA racing to start an organisation like this. We’re in 
the midst of big changes and on the verge of a new 
start. Racing media in jurisdictions all over the world 
are supported and respected by their industries, 
and most have similar member associations.  

 
“There are broad guidelines for co-
operation, spokespeople on both sides. 
There are financial support schemes to 
fund things like essential journalist training, 
and freedom of speech is not sacrificed for 
the sake of any financial or advertising  
support.” 
 
The Association hopes to be launching a major 
drive for black racehorse ownership and foresees 
greater government involvement in racing. Pretorius 
said: “In a scenario of increased government in-
volvement, we, as the media, can not only keep 
them accountable, but play an integral part in the 
“grooming” – the training of new, young, racing jour-
nalists of diversity to take over from us old folk and 
to assist us in constantly reaching the all-important 
black “influencers” so effectively used by Angus 
Campbell in his promotion of the Summer Cup.” 
 
At 2pm on Monday, the SA Racing Media Associa-
tion was approaching 50 members and Pretorius 
said: “We have nominated Liesl King as our interim 
chair, she has experience in racing media affairs 
around the world and the skills to get us over the 
first hurdles. Robyn Louw, the award-winning writer, 
has offered to help out as secretary until we elect a 
National Board and committee members.  
 
“The response has been overwhelming, we have a 
WhatsApp group that was a circus on Monday 
morning with excitement and suggestions. We all 
love horses, and racing, we want to create a bright 
future. The odds are not with us, we don’t even 
know at this point if racing will go ahead and how 
things will pan out, but we have world-class talent 
and enthusiasm in our ranks and we want to play a 
serious part in rebuilding our sport!” 
 
Other Members of the association already include 
Supersport and Tellytrack’s class-of-his-own pre-
senter Neil Andrews, senior journalists Andrew  
Harrison, Dave Mollett, Jack Milner, Michael  
Clower, Lance Benson, Andrew Bon, Grant 
Knowles, Danie Toerien, Michele Wing, Hannes 
Schoeman, Henk Steenkamp, and SA Horseracing 
website boss Ash Maharaj. 

“This is a great initiative and I’m not surprised its 
been met with such enthusiasm,” commented 
Charles Savage of racing’s Restructuring Task 
Team. “If we are to rebuild racing into the spectacle 
it once was then we are going to need a rich, diverse 
and strong platform of journalists contributing to tell 
all our wonderful stories truthfully and transparently, 
from the horses mouth so to speak!”   - tt. 

WE NEED A STUD FARM 
TO RENT IN  

KWAZULU-NATAL 
Please reply in confidence to 

editor@turftalk.co.za 

@turftalk1 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1


3 

 

http://www.bsa.co.za/


4 

 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/


5 

 

Get laptops charged for Klawervlei Farm Sale! 

GR 1 Cape Derby winner Edict Of Nantes, Farm Sale Graduate. (Liesl King). 

THE Klawervlei Farm Sale has quickly become one of the most popular thoroughbred auctions on 
the South African thoroughbred calendar. 

A sale with a tremendous atmosphere, the farm 
sale has consistently produced high-class racehors-
es. It remains one of the country's best value for 
money yearling sale. 
  
The 2020 Klawervlei Farm Sale f will be held 
ONLINE in partnership with GAVELHOUSE.COM 
from the 15

th
 to 21

st
 June, where a spirited bidding 

atmosphere will be filling in for the live version. 
  
One of the best advertisements for the quality of 
thoroughbred offered at the Klawervlei Farm Sale is 
Equus Champion, and increasingly successful 
sire, CAPTAIN OF ALL (Captain Al). A R100 000, 
bargain buy from the 2012 Farm Sale, the Riverton 
Stud bred star was named South Africa's Champi-
on Sprinter of 2014-2015, and won all of the G1 
Tsogo Sun Gold Medallion, G1 Tsogo Sun Sprint 
and G1 Mercury Sprint. 
  
Retired to Klawervlei in 2015, Captain Of All was an 
immediate success at stud and was South Africa's 
Leading First Crop Sire of 2018-2019. His  
growing number of stakes winners include this sea-
son's G2 TAB/Betting World Dingaans winner 
SHANGO, while Captain Of All's talented son 
GOLDEN TRACTOR was himself a R150 000 buy 
from the 2018 Farm Sale. 
  
That brilliant bay, however, is not the only Equus 
Champion sold off a Klawervlei Farm Sale, with 
EDICT OF NANTES (Count Dubois) a R360 000 
purchase from the 2015 Farm Sale. Subsequently 

Subsequently exported to Hong Kong for a hand-
some price exceeding R 10 million , the Klawervlei 
Stud bred colt was named Equus Champion 3YO 
Colt/Gelding of 2016-2017. He won six of 15 outings 
in South Africa, while banking over R2.726 million in 
stakes, including both the 2017 G1 Investec Cape 
Derby and 2017 G1 Daily News 2000. 
   
Other notable graduates of this sale include such 
graded stakes winners as BARRACK STREET (G3 
Protea Stakes) and SOCIAL ORDER (G3 Kings 
Cup), talented filly FOREST EXPRESS (Spook Ex-
press Handicap), Sophomore Sprint winner DOOR 
OF DECEPTION, G1 performer ROCK THE 
GLOBE, and promising three-year-olds BALLET 
SHOES, CAPITIANA, GOLDEN BELLE and GOLD-
EN TRACTOR. - tt. 

FILL IN YOUR KLAWERVLEI FARM 
SALE BUYER’S CARD APPLICATION 

HERE. 

CLICK ON IMAGE BELOW FOR CATALOGUE 

https://bit.ly/2Xjd4Eu
https://bit.ly/2X1vlXG
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BHA lays down rules for UK racing during CV-19 
JOCKEYS, trainers and others in danger of breaching social distancing guidelines will have to wear 
face masks when racing resumes behind closed doors. 

Admittance to the course on resumption will be 
strictly limited to those who need to be present, 
each of whom must pass several checks before 
being allowed in. 

The requirements are set out in 33 pages of  
protocols, issued by the BHA on Saturday, which 
must be followed by all those attending a meeting 
from racing's hoped-for resumption on June 1 until 
further notice. 

Social distancing officers will be appointed by the 
BHA to ensure all measures are implemented and 
strictly adhered to on race days. 
 
The authority recognises that activities such as leg-
ging a rider up or loading a horse into the stalls will 
involve being less than two metres apart so it re-
quires jockeys, trainers, valets, stable staff and oth-
ers to wear suitable face coverings, which will also 
be mandatory for anyone sharing their journey to 
the course with anyone from outside their own 
household. 

To support trainers in the initial stages of resump-
tion the BHA has obtained a central supply of reus-
able, non-medical face coverings for use by stable 
staff on racecourses. 
 
Those attending a meeting are warned to allow an 
additional 15-30 minutes to pass through the 

checkpoints. 

Trainers are asked to assist with the smooth running 
of racedays by avoiding sending any difficult or 
"fractious" horses – no companion animals or horses 
will be permitted entry – and to ensure all declared 
horses are well schooled in the stalls, to minimise 
time taken to load and to help maintain social dis-
tancing. 
 
Saddles and other riding equipment must be disin-
fected on arrival and jockeys need to take responsi-
bility for maintaining social distancing on the way to 
and at the start. 
-full report by David Carr on Racing Post 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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OUR CV-19 RELIEF TO OWNERS 

Our media can gallop with the best of them 

CANDIESE Lenferna, with another captivating racehorse photo, one that makes you want to touch and be 
close to a horse, early, when it’s all excited after morning exercise. Candiese captioned this: “A racehorse 
gets up after enjoying a roll in the sand after work at the Summerveld Training Centre in KZN, in the early 
hours of a winter’s July morning, just the week before the running of the Gold Cup in 2019.”  

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
https://www.turftalk.co.za/ra-will-pay-cv-19-relief-to-owners/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A CAPUCCINO! 

 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

BUGLER Jay Cohen is one of the essential workers at the 
Santa Anita Park racetrack during the coronavirus pan-
demic. He is the first union musician in Los Angeles to play 
in front of a live audience since the pandemic shutdown. 
His is a live audience of one. Before every race at ghostly 
Santa Anita, Jay Cohen steps onto the dirt track, elegantly 
places his shiny trumpet to his weathered lips and blares 
out, “Call to the Post” into empty seats, concourses and 
betting windows. The performance lasts 14 seconds. When 
he finishes, he hears one person clapping. It is the nearby 
security guard. 

Essentially, keeping tradition alive 

Just a typical racing media joke 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:info@thefortstud.co.za
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