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HLATI Gosilli, a/k/a Richard, one of many devoted South African horsemen forgotten, but on occasion 
fondly remembered long after they passed away. 

Memories of a faithful friend and horseman 
FADED THOUGHTS RETURN IN A TIME OF REFLECTION 

DURING this time of Covid-19 lockdown I have been following the unfolding crisis facing the  
thoroughbred racing industry with great interest and concern as no doubt many other equestrians 
are, writes GARY LAWRENCE. 

Social media is abuzz with creative presentations by 
trainers, jockeys and breeders to motivate the indus-
try and petition the Government to allow closed-door 
racing to save the lively hoods of almost 700 000 
South Africans has been admirable.  
 
However, the most special post I have read was the 
heartwarming article in a racing publication about a 
racehorse groom who was retiring after a long and 
trustworthy period of service. His CV was  
remarkable as was his service to the racing industry. 
 
 As an amateur owner, trainer and jockey of both flat 

and jump racing and an owner breeder of two  
thoroughbred horses, the memories of a previous 
sporting life came flooding back in the me-time we 
all have in lockdown.  
 
As a result I finally got around to putting up the 
many amateur and professional racing  
photographs, albeit in my garage that had been in 
storage for over 25 years. In doing so I noticed the 
presence of my late groom in almost all my  
photographs.  Something I had sadly neglected to 
see appropriately all these years.  
  (to page 2) 
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RICHARD OF TSOLO (fm p1) 
 
It was on reading and reflecting on the article of the 
retiring groom that my spirit said; “Tell the story of 
Richard, your groom and guardian angel.”  And 
now, 25 years later I need to share my story of the 
privilege of employing a wonderful and unheralded 
horseman who entered into my life at a time of per-
sonal crisis. 
 
Richard’s Xhosa name was, from memory Hlati 
Gosilli. His story was further motivated by the  
quotation accredited to either Ernest Hemingway or 
Ursula K. Le Guin which I recently heard; “It is good 
to have an end to journey towards, but it is the jour-
ney that matters in the end.”  
 
My journey with Richard, now proudly exhibited on 
my garage walls, is finally in print.  Mr. Lewis 
Ralph’s (Cape on-course photographer during the 
70’s and ‘80) framed photographs display a smiling 
Richard for very good reasons. He was not only my 
groom but the person responsible for the care, at-
tention and majority of the training of my faithful 
point-to-point horse, Prime Value. 
 
Richard was also responsible for taking Prime Val-
ue to the Philippi track to be trained for the numer-
ous hurdles races we had in the 80’s to be pre-
pared by a special trainer friend, Stan Elley. When 
he wasn’t looking after my horse, Richard was run-
ning the logistics of my shavings business from the 
stables or giving the delivery driver instructions. He 
knew every pickup factory and client in Cape Town 
by heart. In ten years we delivered shavings 
throughout Cape Town we never missed a delivery.  
 
I had no idea of how old Richard was when he 
came into my life. He was a few years older than I, 
but he did tell me once that he came to Cape Town 
from Tsolo in the Transkei at a very young age to 
seek employment at a racing stable. I am informed 
that this small village in the Transkei was renowned 
for excellent racing grooms.   
 
Highlights of Richard’s career as a groom in the 
Cape Town heyday were confirmed recently when I 
was doing my research of the information I gleaned 
from Richard. Thoroughbred racing author and 
show jumping enthusiast Charles Baker and ex-
jockey and private trainer Mr. Billy Prestage have 
confirmed two important facts Richard told me 
about his early groom career in Milnerton.  
 
He told me that his horse Falstaff was beaten in the 
Cape Guineas Trail by non-other than the great 
Sea Cottage. This was confirmed by Charles. Rich-
ard told me that he was so upset by this defeat of 
his horse that he went home to the Transkei for a 

RICHARD at Durbanville, 1986. 

while. He was really passionate about his job and 
loved his horses.  
 
Secondly, he told me that when working for Mr. Athol 
Fisher he flew to the Summer Cup in Johannesburg 
in an airplane. The horse in his care at this time was 
the legendary Sword Dancer. This too was con-
firmed by Uncle Billy who said that in the early days 
the horses flew via Dakotas to the Summer Cup. 
 
My respect for this groom grew daily as he continued 
to share stories and experiences of the trials and 
tribulations of a groom’s life in Cape Town. As an 
amateur equestrian from a privileged section of 
South African society, I was receiving a thorough-
bred equestrian history lesson of Cape Racing that 
my private school education could not buy.  
 
I felt in the presence of someone who had first-hand 
experience of two of South Africa’s greatest race-
horses. I needed to wake up and pay attention. And 
this is what I did for 10 years.      
 
This info may sound trivial or irrelevant to the many 
equestrian people, but for a boy growing up  
watching racing at the East London Race Course in 
the early sixties, listening and recording racing  
results on a Saturday afternoon on the radio and 
whose dad was a second cousin to Robert  
Sivewright, this was someone special.  
 
The fact that I have a reply letter from the SA Jockey 
Academy requesting me to send my height, weight 
and shoe size didn’t matter. I always wanted to be a 
jockey but Richard gave me that opportunity (to p5) 
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RICHARD OF TSOLO (fm p2) 
 
and he knew what was required to train and care for 
a thoroughbred racehorse.    
 
I inherited Richard when a good friend Jeff Stead-
man, moved stables from Philippi. We too moved 
from Philippi and from 1987 we stabled and ran the 
shavings business from a Table View riding school 
next door to uncle Bert Abercrombie’s stables in Gie 
Road. This facility sadly now is a huge complex of 
townhouses.  
 
Here, Richard had his own bungalow and constant 
supply of chickens inherited from friendly shavings 
clients to spoil himself on. He exercised my horse 
on a circular track on the farm and we were never 
out of a place in both the point-to-point or 800m 
scurry races ever. Our hurdling days were over.    
 
Sadly, I remember letting Richard down very badly 
when riding at Durbanville in July of 1986.  Prime 
Value was fit and Richard was in a very good mood 
expecting to win. However I ran very wide and was 
beaten by well-known Cape Town farrier Jacques 
Rudman by half a length.  
 
When I dismounted, I was greeted by a hugely 
disappointed groom. Richard looked annoyingly at 
me and said curtly; “I do all the work and you ride 
like a bloody squib!”  
 
Eish! I felt embarrassed. He should have ridden the 
race. However I consoled myself with the fact that 
Jacques was riding an below average full brother to 
well-known Cape horse named Horatius. Say no 
more. I don’t think too many wannabe owner/
jockeys get a well-deserved dressing down from 
their grooms when they ride like a squib! 
 
When I sold my shavings business in late 1995, 
Richard left my employ and passed away some time 
later having moved from Table View with the busi-
ness’s new owners. Richard not only cared for my 
horses but he took great care of my business and 
my kids who loved to ride on ponies we borrowed 
and took to various charity fares.  
 
My journey with Gosi was a God send in many 
ways. Riding and being responsible for a horse and 
small business kept me occupied and distracted 
from my own crisis and issues. Having someone 
special to care for my interests was invaluable.  
 
Richard’s personality and love for my horses was 
truly unique. I am truly blessed to have been on a 
journey with someone who from humble beginnings 
who achieved so much in racing and was so  
humble. 
 
I could never have envisioned the end to which my 
journey with Richard would go. I am sure that many 
equestrians have similar journeys with their grooms 
and perhaps one day their stories of unsung heroes 
like Richard will one day also be recorded and told 
even if it is for grandchildren to enjoy.  - tt. 

RICHARD in Durbanville paddock. 

From the Gospel of John 
 
THE UK’s Champion Flat trainer, John Gosden, who 
has stars like Enable, Stradivarius and  Logician in 
his care, believes strict safety measures at behind-
closed-doors fixtures will make racecourses safer 
than petrol stations and supermarkets, as he  
expressed relief at knowing a likely resumption date 
for racing in Britain. 
 
Speaking on BBC Radio 4's Today programme, 
Gosden said: "Our horses have been training 
throughout the spring, in this lovely weather, and 
they’re fit and ready to run. In Newmarket we have 
2,500 horses training every day, socially distanced, 
and the great thing about our sport is that it’s non-
contact." 
 

He added: "I’ll feel very comfortable [at a 
racecourse] with our staff because I’ve seen 
all the factors and restrictions that has been 
put in. I think going to the racecourse will be 
a great deal safer than going to the petrol 
station or the supermarket." 
 
Remember, they’ve been racing in Australia, Japan, 
Hong Kong and Florida throughout this pandemic 
and under strict conditions behind closed doors, as 
we will. 
 
"There will be no crowds and who knows when that’ll 
occur. This is a disease that might rumble on and it’s 
not an easy one, we might be in this situation for 
months. We don’t know. 
 
"As long as we can race then we can do our bit for 
the economy - we contribute £4 billion in British  
racing and breeding every year. It is a matter of  
doing it and doing it safely under biosecurity  
guidelines." - Racing Post. 
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FILL IN YOUR KLAWERVLEI 
FARM SALE BUYER’S CARD 

APPLICATION HERE. 

FRANKIE Dettori is launching 
the Frankie Dettori Raffle, which 
will raise money for Britain’s  
National Health Service. The  
winner of the lottery will be able 
to design the Italian’s silks, as 
well more prizes. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
https://bit.ly/2Xjd4Eu
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OUR CV-19 RELIEF TO OWNERS 

THE great American mare Zenyatta has delivered a chestnut filly by Lane’s End’s world #2 dirt sire Candy 
Ride (Ride The Rails). The filly arrived at the Kentucky farm at 5.40 am on Sunday. “We think she’s just 
beautiful, and Zenyatta is a very proud mom,” was the post on the mare’s Facebook page. Since her  
retirement in 2010, the 16-year-old daughter of Street Cry has resided at Lane’s End. She has produced 
three previous registered foals. (TRC). 

Zenyatta’s latest... 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
https://www.turftalk.co.za/ra-will-pay-cv-19-relief-to-owners/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A CAPUCCINO! 

 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

Racing’s mainstream publicity  

RACING is making mainstream headlines, not always  
favourable but at least we're getting to eyes and ears that 
last heard from us in the 1990s when John Alexander and 
his team ran a sleek racecourse and media operation at 
Turffontein, the racing media and mainstream editors were 
held in the highest regard and our sport made the front pag-
es of newspapers at least once a week. The cover above 
shows 59 businesses having gone into rescue within 60 
days, a reminder that racing is not the only industry in dire 
straits. At what point will serious protest actions start 
against the horrifying injustices playing out in font of our 
eyes?  

The thing about relationships 
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