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www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  Wednesday, 20 May 2020 

7 Questions 

to  
ANDREW SEABROOK 

ANDREW Seabrook, Managing Director of New Zealand Bloodstock, has been referred to as “the 
man everyone wants to be nice to”,  and even “New Zealand’s greatest leader”. Seabrook’s NZB, 
with gavelhouse.com, will be staging the Klawervlei Farm Sale, online, between 15 and 21 June. We 
caught up with him for some background news and a preview of what to expect. 

New Zealand Bloodstock is a leader in bloodstock 
auctions, private sales and supporting services to 
the thoroughbred market. Since 1995, New  
Zealand Bloodstock has provided auction sales,  
bloodstock, insurance, finance and airfreight  
services to customers worldwide. 
 
Introduced in April 2016, gavelhouse.com has had 
a huge impact on the trading landscape of New 
Zealand’s thoroughbred industry with their  
fortnightly online auctions. 
 
TT: You are well known in SA breeding circles, 
but give us some background on your career. 
You have been involved in the breeding  
industry in New Zealand and liaising with and 
visiting other countries for over 25 years? 

AS: I was born into a horse racing family in Cam-
bridge, the horse capital of New Zealand and  
having completed an Accounting Degree at  
University, went straight to work for New Zealand 
Bloodstock where I have worked now for 28 years. 

During that time, I have worked in many facets of 
the company, originally starting in the pedigree  
department before moving on to be a bloodstock 
agent, making use of my degree as the company 
accountant and graduating to Managing Director 10 
years ago. 

New Zealand’s industry relies heavily on exports 
and a lot of my time is spent traveling overseas. My 
first trip to South Africa was 20 years ago when I 
witnessed the David Payne trained, Laurie Jaffee 
owned, New Zealand-bred filly Hoeberg win the  
Fillies Guineas in Cape Town.  

Although I haven’t been for a while, South Africa 
remains one of my favourite countries to visit and I 
still have some close friends there. I am particularly 
fond of your food and red wine!  

TT What brought about New Zealand  
Bloodstock’s association with gavelhouse.com? 

AS: It became apparent that the online sale of  
horses was going to become a major part of the fu-
ture trading landscape.  

New Zealand Bloodstock purchased  
gavelhouse.com from founder Gary Moore in its 
original classified form in 2015. It then transpired 
that the immediacy of online auctions would be a 
better approach to selling online rather than  
classifieds that sometimes stayed on the site for 
months without selling so we undertook the arduous 
process of building a new site from scratch. 

(to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
http://www.gavelhouse.com
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ANDREW SEABROOK (fm p1) 
 

TT: How many online sales have you conducted 
alongside gavelhouse.com and how has their 
technology improved since they relaunched in 
2016?  

AS: We re-launched the site in April 2016 and since 
then our fortnightly thoroughbred sales have become  
an integral trading tool for New Zealanders both  
domestically and internationally. 

The effort and expense put into the initial build has 
paid off in that we have not had to make any major 
changes to the code and how the site works since we 
launched apart from minor tweaks. 

TT: Have you had a previous association with 
Klawervlei Stud through horses bought and sold 
and how did the idea for this online venture come 
about?  

AS: We were thrilled to be approached by Grant 
Knowles for this venture. South Africa has been on 
our radar for some time now and to partner with a 
farm of Klawervlei’s standing and values gives us a 
fantastic launching pad.  I visited the farm a couple of 
years ago. 
 
TT: In your experience, do buyers adapt readily to 
the online system? Were there teething problems 
and, considering the Covid-19 ramifications, do 
you envisage a massive future growth in  
frequency and popularity of online auctions? 

AS: When we developed the site there was a big  
focus on it being user friendly as obviously there is a 
wide spread in the demographics we needed to cater 
to. Feedback from vendors and buyers who use other 
online trading options in Australasia consistently  
favours the gavelhouse.com user experience and this 
is something we have continued to focus on since we 
launched.  

In the past six months we have broken new ground in 
selling two Group One winning mares on the site, 
both for well in excess of NZ$600,000, proving that 
there are no limits to the level of bloodstock that can 
successful sell online providing the right approach is 
undertaken. 

We feel strongly that with the quality technology out 
there for video and photo studies of horses, online 
trading will continue to grow and there is no-doubt 
that the COVID-19 pandemic has fast-tracked others 
into appreciating the benefits and investigating them 
further.  

Having built the site from scratch and with our robust, 
bespoke, bidding engine we have fielded plenty of 
enquiries recently into how our system can be 
adapted to different scenarios as more and more 
businesses look to shift to online. 

TT: When will the Farm Sale catalogue be  
uploaded and how does the buyer registration 
process work?  

AS: Once the site is live in early June, buyers will 
be able to register to bid. When their registration 
has been completed online, their bidding  
application will be reviewed before being approved.  

The catalogue will be launched on 15 June and 
bidding will run through until the final countdown 
from 1pm on Sunday 21 June.  

The Klawervlei team will pre-register buyers on the 
Gavelhouse system. These buyers will all be sent a 
username and a password for online  
participation. Interested participants should contact 
Grant@klawervlei.co.za for all registration  
enquiries. 

TT: Are there minimum bids and how long, on  
average, does it take for single lots to be sold 
(or not sold)? Assuming bidding stays open on 
unsold lots until the end of sale and thereafter? 

AS: Each Lot closes in its own time slot, starting 
with Lot 1. If a bid is placed in the final 30 seconds 
of that Lots auction, another 30s is added on and 
this will happen indefinitely until there are no further 
bids. Each time the auction auto-extends, it pushes 
back the closing time of subsequent Lots.  

If a horse passes in on the site, it remains there 
with its reserve price visible in case interested par-
ties would like to make an offer.  

Bidding increments are set as follows: 
 
Minimum opening bid            R5000 
 
R5,000 – R10,000                     R1,000 increment  
R10,000 - R 30,000                   R2,000 increment 
R30,000 – R60,000                   R5,000 increment 
R60,000 – R150,000                  R10,000 increment 
R150,000 - R800,000                R20,000 increment 
 

Buyers and vendors interested in seeing a cata-
logue live on gavelhouse.com are welcome to 
browse the various sales we will be running in New 
Zealand before the gavelhouse.com South Africa 
site launched.   - tt. 

“Each Lot closes in its own time 
slot, starting with Lot 1. If a bid is 
placed in the final 30 seconds of 
that Lots auction, another 30  
seconds is added on and this will 
happen indefinitely until there are 
no further bids.” 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:Grant@klawervlei.co.za
https://gavelhouse.com/
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Unbeaten Pinatubo 
is raring to go 

 
TRAINER Charlie Appleby believes 
last season's juvenile sensation 
Pinatubo is bigger and stronger as the 
unbeaten son of Sharmadal prepares 
to embark on his highly anticipated 
classic campaign, starting in the QIP-
CO Two Thousand Guineas (G1). 
 
Pinatubo comes into the season fol-
lowing a dazzling 2-year-old  
campaign, in which his six wins 
earned him a rating higher than 
Frankel achieved at that stage of his 
career. 
 
And he will look to emulate the greats 
when starting the season in the Two 
Thousand Guineas, the first classic of 
the rescheduled calendar on June 6. 
The Godolphin star is a top-priced 6-5 
favorite for the race with Sky Bet. 
 
He is also entered in the Investec  
Derby (G1)—for which he is as short 
as 6-1—although no plans were con-
firmed for targets after the Guineas. 
 
Appleby retains faith in his juvenile 
ace and believes he will be in perfect 
shape for his date with destiny, albeit 
a bit later than expected, on  
Newmarket's Rowley Mile. 
- Bloodhorse. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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OUR CV-19 RELIEF TO OWNERS 

Back, in good health! 

TRAINER Lucky Houdalakis has suffered an agonising several months with illness and surgery, but his wife 
Natalie reports he is back in full swing at the Vaal, “in his mad, Greek style!”. That’s great news for Lucky’s 
many fans. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
https://www.turftalk.co.za/ra-will-pay-cv-19-relief-to-owners/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A CAPUCCINO! 

 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

Barry’s lockdown position 

SOUTH Africa’s show-jumping star Barry Taylor, assuming  
his favourite “lockdown position” with a copy of Charles 
Baker’s book The Sire Line Register of Thoroughbred Stal-
lions At Stud in South Africa Foaled 1861-2014. “It’s a bril-
liant read, a must for all Equestrians,” said Taylor. Baker 
has just a few copies available, and will be reprinting as 
soon as the lockdown is over. For enquiries, mail him on  
connecta321@gmail.com. 

All dressed up, nowhere to go 

THE racetrack surface at Scottsville, Pietermaritzburg,  
appears to be in the best condition it’s been for some time. 
Just looking at it gives one renewed spirit and hope for  
racing to resume. When, oh when? 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:info@thefortstud.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
mailto:connecta321@gmail.com.
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