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ROLAND’s SONG and Rhys van Wyk on her way to one of her 14 spectacular wins. 

A 20k cheapie became SA’s first R1-m filly 
ROLAND’S SONG WAS THE QUEEN BEFORE EMPRESS CLUB 

“A big, workmanlike filly, and rather typical of her sire-line, Roland’s Song was well bought for only 
R20,000 at the 1987 National Yearling Sales. At the time, not many thought her worth even that 
amount, so unimpressive did she look as a yearling. But looks count for little on the track. Roland’s 
Song proved herself to be at the top of her sex and generation at 2,3 and 4. – Racing Record, 1990. 

“Roland’s Song was the best I’d ever trained” –  Jean Heming, March 2007. (Legends Of The Turf, 
Charl Pretorius, amazon.com, 2011). 

Roland’s Song’s career began in March 1988 at 
Newmarket, Alberton, and she followed up by out-
classing her Highveld rivals in her next two starts. 
 
She then beat the boys at Greyville on “July” day 
before trouncing the favoured Millard trained 
Epoque, a half-sister to Ecurie and Empress Club, to 
leave little doubt that she was the best juvenile of 
her year.  

The unattractive filly would go on to win 14 (10 plac-
es) of her 35 starts, be the first filly to win over R1 
million in South Africa and almost get to R2 million. 
Along the way she gathered Champion Two-Year-
Old, Champion Three-Year-Old, Champion Older 
Filly and Horse of the Year accolades. Thirteen of 
her fourteen wins were in Stakes races and she won 
the Computaform Champion Stakes at Turffontein 
on three occasions and the Administrator’s   (to p2) 
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ROLAND’S SONG (fm p1) 
 
Champion Stakes, also at Turffontein, on two  
occasions. She won two legs of the unofficial Triple 
Crown – the Southern Sun Classic and the Daily 
News 2000.  
 
Roland’s Song’s sophomore year was marked by 
stunning wins and inexplicable losses. She started 
by losing her first Classic when running downfield in 
the Gosforth Park Fillies Guineas, but lameness 
was the excuse. Two more wins followed with the 
last a stunning victory by 4 lengths against the colts 
in the Southern Sun Classic.  
 
Then disaster, as she finished unplaced in the  
Lancome Fillies Handicap and the SA Oaks. In the 
latter her saddle slipped, and she had an excuse, 
but in the former she simply looked ordinary and her 
loss was unexplainable. She bounced back with a 
win against the colts in the Daily News 2000 and 
ended her sophomore year with a close-up, but  
unplaced run in the July. Having won two of the top 
open Classic races and in the absence of a  
dominant Classic male she was an easy choice for 
best Three-Year-Old in South Africa. 
 
She was crowned Horse of The Year in her third 
season of racing after winning 3 (4 places) of her 9 
starts. All her wins and places came on the High-
veld while she ran unplaced in her two ventures 
away from home. Her achievement in April 1990 
when surpassing the R1 million mark, the first time 
this was achieved by a filly, probably swung the 
vote in her favour as the gelding Jungle Warrior had 
an equally good claim to the crown. 
 

At five in 1990/91 the year younger St Just, 
another filly of some ability, became a  
formidable adversary. She raced Roland’s 
Song six times in what became a fascinat-
ing duel. In four of those races they each 
ran first or second with the spoils shared at 
2 wins and 2 seconds. In the two remaining 
races which neither won they alternated, 
each finishing just ahead of the other. 
 
As a fitting end to their personal battle both ran well 
back in the 1991 “July”, but even that was a contest 
as St Just managed to finish 18th just ahead of 
Roland’s Song. Roland’s Song got the verdict when 
she was crowned Champion Older Female, with her 
second win in Turffontein’s richest race, the  
Administrator’s Champion Stakes, likely proving the  
defining moment in the duel with St Just. 
 
In her final year of racing at six she lost some of her 
brilliance but still managed to win 1 of her 5 starts. It 

was fitting that her last race in March 1992, saw the 
crowning of a new equine heroine as the crown 
passed from one Queen to another. Kept in training 
for an attempt at a third win in the Administrators’ 
Champion Stakes (today’s Premier’s Champion 
Challenge) she finished a tame fifteenth beaten 13 
lengths by the three-year-old Empress Club who is 
widely regarded as the best female runner to ever 
race in South Africa.  
 
Her retirement as a broodmare in 1992 ended in 
despair. She failed to produce any foals and was 
found dead in her paddock in October 1993, pre-
sumed to have been kicked by another mare.  
 
Roland’s Song was trained by another female cham-
pion, Jean Heming, and owned by Mr Richard 
Scheepers and Jean Heming. She was bred at the 
stud of the Koster Bros. Eleven of her wins were on 
the Highveld with the remainder in Durban. She won 
from 1200m to 2000m. 
 
She was partnered by jockey Rhys van Wyk in eight-
een of her thirty-five starts. H (Frikkie) Vermaak  
partnered her seven times while Piere Strydom part-
nered her on six occasions.  
 
She won the 1988 Gosforth Park Juvenile Fillies Fu-
turity, the 1988 Erica Leuridan Fillies Stakes, the 
1988 Administrators Champion Futurity Stakes, the 
1988 Golden Slipper, the 1989 Gosforth Park Fillies 
and Mares Stakes, the 1989 Southern Sun Classic, 
the 1989 South African 2000, the 1989, 1990 and 
1992 Computaform Champion Stakes, the 1989 
John Skeaping Trophy, and the 1990 and 1991 Ad-
ministrators Champion Stakes. 
 
Her sire, Roland Gardens (1975: Derring-Do ex 
Katricia by Skymaster), was a winner of four races 
including the 1978 English Two Thousand Guineas 
and was rated 122 by Timeform. He sired three 
Horse of the Year award winners, through Roland’s 
Song - 1990, Enchanted Garden – 1986, and Pas de 
Quoi -1994. He also sired Wild West the Champion 
Three-Year-Old Colt of 1985.  
 
Her dam, Lunar Lullaby (1979: Welsh Harmony ex 
Lunette by Preamble), produced nine foals of whom 
six were winners, and of which Roland’s Song was 
by far the best. She traces, on her dam side, to the 
exceptional racemare and broodmare, Pretty Polly, 
through the Sister Sublime branch. 
- Thanks to Notable South African  
Thoroughbreds, Facebook. 
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Assistance for racing in Australia, New Zealand 

VICTORIA’s horse racing industry is the big winner from a $150 million "survival package" for the 
Australian state’s sporting and cultural sectors, which have been hit hard by the coronavirus  
pandemic. 

The state government says it will pump $44 million 
into racing with the funding intended to secure jobs 
in the sector – which is said to be worth $3.4 billion 
to the state’s economy each year – maintain animal 
welfare standards and help keep 122 country and 
picnic racing clubs afloat. 
 
Another $40 million will go to state sporting  
associations, leagues and clubs, which have been 
unable to operate under the lockdown. The govern-
ment says that about 3.2 million people play com-
munity sport in about 12,000 clubs across the state. 
 
At the elite level, $16 million will go to national 
sporting organisations, funding Olympic and  
non-Olympic sports as well as professional teams 
playing in domestic and international competitions. 
 
The "Experience Economy Survival Package" also 
has more than $48 million for cultural and tourism 
organisations “to help them ride out the impacts of 
the coronavirus pandemic and reboot, rebound and 
recover”. 
 
The biggest slice of the money, $26 million, will go 
to "creative agencies and initiatives" including fund-
ing for the Geelong Arts Centre, Museums Victoria, 
National Gallery of Victoria, Arts Centre Melbourne 
and Melbourne Recital Centre, which closed their 
doors in mid-March and have not re-opened. 
 
A $6 million fund will be set up for live music indus-
try workers, mostly musicians, who have lost their 
livelihoods in the pandemic emergency and to  
bolster the Sustaining Creative Workers initiative. 
 

Leading New Zealand racing figures have wel-
comed their government’s decision to grant a res-
cue package to its ailing racing industry, saying that 
the bail-out provides a secure platform on which the 
industry can rebuild in the wake of “years of bad 
administration” and the crippling impact of the Covid
-19 pandemic. 
 
Racing minister Winston Peters, also the nation’s 
deputy prime minister, announced a NZ$72.5 million 
support package for the industry, which will be in-
cluded in the Ardern government’s budget handed 
down by finance minister Grant Robertson on 
Thursday. Of most urgency is a $26 million relief 
grant to allow the Racing Industry Transition Agency 
(RITA) to pay its outstanding supplier bills, with RI-
TA facing the risk of defaulting on its debts by Fri-

day. 
 
A further $24 million will ensure that RITA and New 
Zealand’s three racing codes - including New  
Zealand Thoroughbred Racing (NZTR) - are able to 
resume their activities while maintaining what Peters 
calls “baseline functionality”. Also included is $20 
million to construct two new synthetic race tracks at 
Awapuni in Palmerston North and Riccarton in 
Christchurch.  

They will complement a track already under 
construction in Cambridge, a crucial first all-
weather surface in the perennially rain-
soaked New Zealand.  The remainder of 
the package will be allocated to the Depart-
ment of Internal Affairs in a fast-tracked bid 
to stop wagering revenue from leaving New 
Zealand’s shores. A rise in off-shore gam-
bling, coupled with Covid-19’s effect on wa-
gering, has had a knock-on effect to com-
munity and sport groups that rely on a 
share of gambling revenue to operate. 
 
“We knew from the beginning of the Covid pandemic 
that the racing industry was facing an unparalleled 
crisis in its history,” Peters said yesterday. “The rac-
ing industry is seriously underestimated for its im-
portant contribution to our regions and our economy. 
“Our studies indicate that it contributes $1.6 billion to 
the economy each year, there are 15,000 full-time 
racing industry jobs and nearly 60,000 indirect jobs. 
There are 15,000 owners, 800 trainers and 200 jock-
eys. Not only is New Zealand’s bloodstock world 
class, it’s a significant export earner. All are facing 
an unprecedented threat.”  - heraldsun and ANZ 
Bloodstock News. 

WINSTON Peters, racing friend. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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OUR CV-19 RELIEF TO OWNERS 

SA’s Bloodstock shipping industry in limbo 
SOUTH Africa’s Bloodstock Shipping Industry may well be on the verge of much better times, but 
for the time being they remain in limbo, alongside the racing and breeding industries. 

Adrian Todd, MD of South African Equine Health & 
Protocols (SAEHP), charged with African Horse Sick-
ness (AHS) risk mitigation and working in public/
private partnership with government to normalise 
SA’s export protocols, said: “From a South African 
perspective, the inability to trade sports horses over-
seas has only caused pain.  
 
“The international bloodstock business must also be 
taking into consideration the inability to trade interna-
tionally severely curtails the bloodstock industry and 
in South Africa we’ve seen in recent years a massive 
reduction in breeders due to this.” 
 
Multiple South African champion trainer Mike de 
Kock said that he was very worried about the impact 
of Covid-19 travel restrictions on the industry. 
 
“Before the lockdown we were well on target for an 
audit of the South African export protocols. An audit 
date had been announced by the European Union. 
We had prepared for this audit over several years 
and our SAEHP had put every requited control sys-
tem in place, conforming to the highest international 
standards, to ensure that we’d make the grade. 
 
“A successful audit would’ve allowed us to send run-
ners direct to racing jurisdictions around the world for 
international competition, whilst opening up our 
bloodstock sales market to global buyers who are 
familiar with our high-quality bloodstock but have 

held back their full support due to the restrictive 
export protocols. 
 

“An open sales market will have huge, 
positive spin-offs for our industry for obvi-
ous economic reasons, but Covid-19 has 
set the process back indefinitely and our 
existing export crisis has been aggravated.  
 
“This has been a knockout blow to South African 
racing and breeding. If we don’t have lockdown 
restrictions lifted by the beginning of June so racing 
can proceed, we’ll be in trouble. If we’re only  
allowed to race by the end of June, it will be the 
end of us!” 
 
JJ van der Linden of South Africa’s Global Blood-
stock Logistics noted that Covid-19 will have a 
knock-on effect in terms of flight availability and 
future costs of shipping. This was echoed by  
Candice Hobday who runs Hobday Equestrian 
Enterprises, another prominent shipper. 
 
Hobday said: “We have horses stuck in Europe and 
in Mauritius. The European horses were in quaran-
tine and about ready to be shipped when the  
lockdowns were instated. They have now been  
released from quarantine and are costing their 
owners money, to be paid in Euro, and at a fee of 
about €1,000 per month, the equivalent  of   (to p6) 
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SA’s BLOODSTOCK SHIPPING (fm p5) 
 
about ZAR19,000 at current exchange rates. 
 
“The horses in Mauritius can’t get clearance  
certificates and are also stuck. The Mauritians have 
extended their lockdown and they do not have a 
testing laboratory. The blood samples are flown to 
South Africa to be tested here but that can’t happen 
now because there are no passenger flights.” 
 
Hobday said that, with the normal passenger flights 
that carried many loads of smaller ordinary cargo 
now suspended, several airlines had converted 
some of their passenger planes to cargo planes. 
They have pulled the seats out to cater to the  
increased demand for the shipping of smaller pack-
ages. This will have an effect on cargo charges for 
bloodstock shipping. 
 

“It’s a question of supply and demand, and 
the result of the greater demand for small 
cargo shipping has resulted in a price hike 
on the bloodstock side. Charter planes are 
available at random, but also at increased 
costs.” 
 
Hobday said that 60-70% of existing bloodstock 
exports from South Africa had been endurance 
horses to places like Saudi-Arabia and Dubai and 
that, aside from Covid-19, those shipments would 
also be affected by the falling oil price. 
 
She also pointed to the plight of veterinarians or 
expert handlers who would, as a rule, travel with 
horses to overseas destinations to ensure their 
safety and well-being. “The problem here, again, is 
that are no passenger flights on which they can re-
turn from where they’ve travelled to on cargo, and 
that they are required to spend two weeks in quar-
antine. I have addressed this, however, and a solu-

tion is at hand.” 
 
In all, Hobday assessed, Covid-19 is having, and will 
have, hugely detrimental ramifications for the  
industry. She concluded: “I am alarmed and I have 
to say the immediate future looks bleak. I’d say it will 
take us at least two years to recover from this, and 
maybe just as long for prices to stabilise because  
owners will be hesitant to commit to exports or im-
ports. 
 
“But the bright side is that horse people are  
passionate and resilient and we will undoubtedly 
recover from this, especially if our EU audit can take 
place as soon as possible and we can start  
exporting.”  - tt. 

CANDICE Hobday believes that the industry will  
recover from the terrible blows we’ve had to endure 
recently. 
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A CAPUCCINO! 
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Boredom bares strange fruit 

BOREDOM has driven racing personality Matthew Lips to 
digging up some fascinating, chart-topping record albums 
from way back when, and enjoying the memories with his 
fellow-lovers of alternative entertainment. Here’s ‘The 
Race Track’, by Richard and Willie, from Matthew’s  
personal collection. It’s a 1970 comedy vinyl album  
produced by ‘Dootoo’ Records in the US, and featuring 
such classics as ‘Ass On Fire’, ‘The Mule’ and ‘Nude  
Party’. It sells for around R160 on discogs.com and the 
most recent unit was sold to a collector in December 2019. 

THE most dramatic episode in a truly remarkable life came 
when Jimmy Winkfield, a dual Kentucky Derby-winning 
jockey (also the last black jockey to win the race, in 1902) 
exiled from his native land, played an integral role in lead-
ing a ragtag band of Russian nobility and Polish soldiers 
on a miraculous 1,100-mile journey to save more than 250 
thoroughbreds left in crumbling Tsarist Russia. When he 
died in 1974 he was granted an obituary in the New York 
Times. "Only turf historians, or perhaps those who heard 
stories told by their grandfathers, would have recognized 
Winkfield's name in the United States this decade," said 
writer Gerald Eskenazi.  

Winkfield saved 250 racehorses 
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