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FRANKEL’s sibling Star Effort, the subject of a coup in bloodstock terms. 

Small-time breeder lands himself a plum 
at mare sale conducted online 

SINCE Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison announced a ban on live auctions five weeks ago 
as a COVIDSafe measure, the Inglis Sales Company has sold 933 Thoroughbreds online grossing 
$108 million at an average price of $116,000 to buyers from all over world. Inglis MD, Mark  
Webster, has thanked his clients for their support in uncharted waters. 

A buyer's market usually prevails at bloodstock auc-
tions during economic downturns, with bargains 
available for those prepared to do their homework or 
think outside the box. 
 
A small breeder from Kent has seized on such an 
opportunity by unearthing a maternal 'cousin' to 
Frankel, no less, for a scarcely believable A$13,000 
(£6,800/€7,800) in the Inglis Australian Broodmare 
Sale held online last Sunday. 
 
Stuart McPhee's new purchase is Star Effort, a 
southern hemisphere nine-year-old by Casino 
Prince out of Endless, an unraced daughter of  
Sadler's Wells and Lancashire Oaks winner Rain-
bow Lake. 
 
Endless is thus a half-sister to Kind, the Listed-

winning dam of unbeaten dual world champion 
Frankel – now one of the world's leading young 
sires – and multiple Group 1 winner Noble Mission. 
 
This most cherished family rarely comes on the 
market, but former mining magnate Nathan Tinkler 
managed to buy Endless as a three-year-old for 
105,000gns at the Tattersalls December Breeding-
Stock Sale of 2009, when Frankel was on the verge 
of turning two. 
 
Endless joined Tinkler's Patinack Farm operation in 
Australia, and Star Effort is the result of her mating 
with home stallion Casino Prince – a Group 1-
winning son of Flying Spur who became the sire of 
champion All Too Hard and is now based at Vinery 
Stud. 
 (to page 2) 
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BREEDER LANDS A PLUM (fm p1) 
 
With three unraced foals on the ground, Star Effort 
found herself part of the Evergreen Stud Farm draft 
for Sunday's Inglis sale, usually a live event in Syd-
ney but forced into being held online-only this year 
by the coronavirus crisis. 
 
This is where McPhee came in, or rather logged 
on. He takes up the story. 
 
“I'd tried to get involved with another Inglis online 
sale a few weeks ago, after I'd seen someone on 
Twitter commenting that they had noticed mares 
selling for much less than the covering fee of the 
sires they were in-foal to,” he says. 
 
“So I had a look and there were indeed horses  
going surprisingly inexpensively. I registered to bid 
at that sale, but there were only a few pedigrees I 
was familiar with – naturally, most were from deep 
Australian or New Zealand families. 
 
“I placed a few bids but I set myself low limits and 
didn't end up getting anything. The important thing, 
though, was that I got through the registration pro-
cess and was ready for next time. Inglis were very 
helpful in telling me what to do and putting me in 
touch with some studs down there.” 
 
McPhee was better prepared for the Australian 
Broodmare Sale, which comes after the Chairman's 
Sale of elite racemares but still recorded an aver-
age price of A$39,384 with a top lot who made 
A$260,000. 
 
“I upped my spending limit a little for this sale, as 
there were a few more mares who had either raced 
up here or were from European families,” McPhee 
says. “There were even a few mares by Shamardal, 
which will obviously be at the top of most breeders' 
wish lists after the year he had. 
 
“But it was this one mare, Star Effort, who took my 
eye, as she just had the most fantastic page – you 
don't get much better than being a close relation to 
Frankel. 
 
“I set myself a limit of A$15,000, around £7,500, to 
buy her and to be honest I didn't think I stood much 
chance.” 
 
“I was aware that Star Effort had not sold for 
A$200,000 two years ago [at the Inglis Chairman's 
Sale],” he explains. 
 
“Even more remarkably, Endless had made A$1.05 
million not that long ago [when bought by Sheikh 
Mohammed Bin Khalifa Al Maktoum from the Pati-
nack reduction at the 2013 Magic Millions National 

STUART McPhee from County Kent: Tried his luck 
online, and landed a plum! (Racing Post). 

Broodmare Sale]. 
 
“Her two-year-old filly by Teofilo is with Gai Water-
house, too, so that could deliver a nice pedigree up-
date in time, and she's also comparatively young at 
nine.” 
 
But there were a few reasons for hoping she could 
be secured cheaply, as McPhee points out. 
 
“The only thing that gave me a chance of buying her 
was that she's not in foal, and that can often put  
buyers off – even me usually, as I'd rather have the 
opportunity of getting an immediate return by selling 
the foal,” he says.  
 
“Also, Casino Prince is a perfectly respectable sire 
but he's not the height of fashion, even in Australia. 
 
“The bidding was at A$3,000 for her when I first 
looked at the sale, so I thought there would be no 
harm in making an early play even if it went over my 
limit in the end. The rest, as they say, is history and I 
managed to get her for A$13,000.” 
 
Valiant Stud in the Hunter Valley has taken care of 
Star Effort and she will remain in Australia for the 
forthcoming southern hemisphere breeding season. 
 
“I'll decide on whether she stays there or       (to p4) 
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BREEDER LANDS A PLUM (fm p2) 
 
comes back depending on what I choose to cover 
her with,” says McPhee, who is looking forward to 
browsing websites and brochures to find a compati-
ble stallion. 
 
“If she doesn't get in foal in three months I'll bring 
her to Europe as there's likely to be more commer-
cial demand for her family here than in Australia, 
judging by what happened in the online auction.” 
 
McPhee says the online bidding process was “very 
slick” and has words of encouragement for anyone 
who might be worried about digital auctions having 
to take place in Europe due to lockdown restrictions 
– for broodmare sales, at least. 
 
McPhee, who owned the useful sprinter Joe Packet,  

has been breeding for around 15 years – ostensibly  
as a side project as he works full-time as a busi-
ness change director, with his salary funding the 
equine venture. 
 
“I've tried to upgrade in the past few years, and now 
have daughters of Oasis Dream, Pivotal and Storm 
Cat among others. I'm just starting to use a few 
more expensive stallions as well, so costs have 
gone up but so too, I hope, has the likelihood of the 
progeny making a profit. 
 
“I particularly like looking at the annual dispersals 
from the Maktoum family and Juddmonte to see if I 
can find an unraced or lightly campaigned three or 
four-year-old filly to win a race or two with and then 
breed from. 
– extracts from Racing Post article by Martin 
Stevens. 

More of the game’s great bargains to be  
dispersed online from Summerhill 

THOSE who’ve known Summerhill for the past 40 years, will know how painful it is to be parting 
with our horses. They have been the mainstay of our lives and the farm was built on their backs. 
But the time has come, and the timing couldn’t have been less opportune. 

That said, one man’s adversity is always another’s 
opportunity, and so the complete dispersal of our 
stock will undoubtedly be characterized by some of 
the game’s greatest bargains. 
 
These are the families that delivered up a modern 
day record of 10 Breeders Championships in the 
face of the most formidable competition of our time.  
 

The broodmares include daughters of the 
world’s most celebrated stallions, Galileo, 
Kingmambo, Giant’s Causeway, Pivotal, Fu-
saichi Pegasus, Mastercraftsman etc. 
Among them are the mothers of 4 Gr.1 winners 
and many others with Group-winning progeny 
or who were Stakes winners and performers in 
their own right. Both the yearlings and the foals 
include siblings to these top horses, while its  
common cause on Summerhill that the most 
recent crop of foals stands  
comparison with the best we’ve known. 
 
The mares have been served by some of the  
nation’s top stallions, including champion sire Trip-
pi; leading sire of 3 Year old Stakes Winners with 
his first crop, dual J&B Met producer, Ideal World, 
Duke Of Marmalade, the leading sire nationally of 
three year old Stakes winners (6 all told) with his 
first South African crop; as well as a selection of the 
outstanding young racehorses that populate the 
Summerhill Stallion barn. 
 
To explain the process, we are hosting the deepest 
on-line sale of Thoroughbreds ever. The idea is to 

leave the sale open to offers (on email to  
info@summerhill.co.za for 10 days). The horses are 
offered without reserve, so every offer, even if it’s 
a good home, will be considered. 
 
Earlier this week, it was reported that we were giv-
ing all our horses away. While that wasn’t quite ac-
curate, the reality is that in this market, there will 
obviously be horses unsold, and we will be looking 
to place those as best we can. Our history reminds 
us that among those, there will still be “gold dust”.  
 
To view the catalogue and understand the  
procedure, please go to summerhill.co.za  

BREEDING legend Mick Goss is selling off his 
entire band of mares (some in foal), yearlings 
and weanlings. You’re going to find incredible 
value, because Mick’s not hanging on. 

https://www.racingpost.com/bloodstock/bloodstock-latest/kent-breeder-unearths-frankel-cousin-for-6800-in-australian-online-sale/433800
https://www.racingpost.com/bloodstock/bloodstock-latest/kent-breeder-unearths-frankel-cousin-for-6800-in-australian-online-sale/433800
mailto:info@summerhill.co.za
https://www.summerhill.co.za/summerhill-dispersal-sale
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OUR CV-19 RELIEF TO OWNERS 

Best Covid-19 wishes to one of racing’s greats! 

HEY, hey! Why is it that our thoughts continue to dwell in this lockdown period on Rian du Plessis, the  
former Phumelela CEO who is now in retirement, or perhaps planning his next ventures. Probably just pure 
longing for the company of down-to-earth, honest greatness? We hope Rian lets us all know if he is well 
and, if not, whether there is anything the racing industry can do to assist him. If anyone knows Rian, or has 
his e-mail address, please convey our fondest wishes. Legends like him come along only once in a lifetime. 
Look at his confident stance of success and the racing trophies and even a racing portrait behind him. So 
much power and talent so much we can aspire to. Right up there with Sea Cottage, Tiger Wright and Muis 
Roberts in racing’s folklore and hopefully up for a coveted industry award when Phumelela’s Business 
Practitioner wraps things up! 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
https://www.turftalk.co.za/ra-will-pay-cv-19-relief-to-owners/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A CAPUCCINO! 
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They were admired then, too 

ONE of the oldest pictures of a Thoroughbred ever taken. 
Wild Dayrell, born in 1852 and pictured as a 3 year old in 
1855. Six generations from Herod and eight from the  
Godolphin Arabian, Wild Dayrell was described as "one of 
the finest specimens of a racehorse" ever seen.  

Is this known as ‘drag racing’? 

THIS incident took place on a Swedish Harness Racing 
Track in April 1984, either at a venue named ‘Norbotten’ or 
in a race of the same name. We couldn’t find any further 
info about the photo, but it does look like horse and rider 
came out of this ordeal alive. Anybody with more info? 
Was this the start of ‘Drag Racing’? Is the horse a 
‘Dragster’ and the rider, therefore, ‘in drag’? 
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