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UK Racing, the centre of the global industry, sits desperate, waiting. (The Guardian). 

SA racing shares the same fate as UK and Ireland 
ON THE EDGE OF DISASTER, WITH POLITICIANS IN LIMBO 

ONE has to wonder whether South Africa’s State President, Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma, and her  
government confer on a daily basis with Boris Johnson and his ministers from the UK, and the Irish. 
They seem to have the same disdain for well-regulated, CV-19 safe industries staring wipe-outs in 
the face. 

British racing will not be allowed to resume this 
month after the government confirmed professional 
sport, even behind closed doors, will not be staged 
in England until June 1 at the earliest. 
 
Meanwhile, the intended resumption date for horse 
racing in Ireland is a further four weeks away on 
June 29, and it is apparent that the industry must 
now brace itself for some difficult times ahead. 
 
In a statement on Monday evening, UK racing’s  
executive committee, which includes the BHA and 
industry leaders, said it would publish a timeline 
within the next seven days outlining what racing 
would need to do to meet the date outlined by the  
government.  

On Monday the government published a 50-page 
guidance document clarifying its three-stage plan 
for the easing of lockdown measures. 
 
Step two of its strategy includes "permitting cultural 
and sporting events to take place behind closed 
doors for broadcast, while avoiding the risk of large
-scale social contact". 
 
The government's current aim is to introduce this 
phase on June 1 but only if sufficient progress is 
made in "successfully controlling the spread of the 
virus", and the lifting of restrictions could be de-
layed. 
 
Its guidance document also states that  (to page 2) 
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RACING UK AND IRELAND (fm p1) 
 
the reopening of venues that attract large crowds 
"may only be fully possible significantly later  
depending on the reduction in numbers of  
infections". 
 
Racing has already drawn up plans for resumption 
behind closed doors and its representatives will  
continue to discuss these measures with Public 
Health England and medical officers from other 
sports. 
 
The development of new protocols will continue 
throughout May as the resumption of racing group 
has said it will spend the rest of the month finalising 
and agreeing these changes across the industry.  
 
Horse Racing Ireland (HRI) has submitted a pro-
posal to government outlining their case for the 
sport to resume at an earlier date but as these  
decisions now rest with NPHET (Collection National 
Public Health Emergency Team) and the Chief Med-
ical Officer we are in uncharted waters. 
 
Under the government’s roadmap document com-
piled by NPHET and released last week there are 
three possible dates for racing to resume:  
 
Phase 1 on May 18 now looks a non-runner. 
 
Phase 2 on June 8 is HRI’s target but requires a 
willingness from NPHET to amend their timetable 
and so far we have no evidence that this will hap-
pen. To do so would also open up a can of worms 
for both government and NPHET as many other 
business sectors are seeking similar concessions. 
 
Phase 3 on June 29 is the intended date for “behind 
closed doors sports” such as horse racing to restart 
according to the roadmap document and until we 
hear otherwise this must be the focus for the  
industry. 
 
By June 29 the sport will have been suspended for 
just over three months and while that has had  
serious implications for many within the industry 
there is undoubtedly worse to come.  
 
When racing resumes it will be behind closed doors 
for at least a further month. That means a minimum 
of four and half months without a single paying  
customer for any racecourse. The racecourses will 
also be looking at reduced Media Rights revenue 
until such time as betting shops are back open in 
both Ireland and Britain, and they will struggle to 
maintain race sponsorship. 
 
Almost everyone working on the racing side of the 
industry is reliant either directly or indirectly on 

prize money to keep afloat but it is difficult to see 
how HRI can keep this at current levels.  
 
Many race sponsors won’t be in a position to support 
the industry in the short-term.  
 
When the dust settles after the pandemic the horse 
racing industry in Ireland will look very different. 
Then, more than ever, the industry will need a strong 
representative body to create its own roadmap for 
recovery. 
 
The horse racing industry in Ireland is blessed with a 
wealth of extremely talented and passionate people 
throughout its ranks but its Achilles heel has often 
been the “everyone for themselves” mentality of the 
different sectors and individuals within those sectors. 
Going forward the industry will need a unified  
strategy to re-grow.  
 
Racing has already resumed in Europe with  
Germany restarting earlier this month and action 
returning in France on Monday.  - extracts from 
Racing Post and irishracing.com. 

HORSES, and racing, are priorities in Ireland.  
Or so we all thought. 

They’re easing off in Hong Kong 
 
HAPPY Valley racecourse will see its biggest crowd 
in months with the Jockey Club relaxing the  
restrictions for Wednesday night’s nine-race card. 
After the Hong Kong government last week  
announced an easing of the social distancing 
measures in place to combat the deadly Covid-19 
pandemic, the Jockey Club has followed suit and will 
let more people attend its meetings. 
 
Trainers, jockeys, club officials and stewards, horse 
owners, voting members, members, racing club 
members and their accompanying guests who have 
made an advanced table booking will be admitted. 
Those who do attend will have to fill in a health  
declaration form and undergo temperature screening 
as well as wearing a surgical mask. There is still no  
access for members of the public.  - HKJC. 
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JOY and James Armitage. 

Armitage send positive message 

JAMES Armitage of Sandown Stud near Paarl, has sent a 
message of hope to the racing industry in a video  
recorded by Racing News Social TV. 

Armitage said: “There has been a lot of concern about the 
welfare of horses on stud farms during the lockdown period. 
 
“I speak on behalf of my fellow breeders and I can safely say 
that our grooms, the feed companies, the medical suppliers, 
farriers and veterinarians have been absolutely tremendous 
during this lockdown. I’d like to say a massive thank you to 
all of them. 
 
“I know we’re going through some very difficult times and 
chartering unchartered waters in which it always makes it 

difficult to try and analyse results of what is 
happening.  
 
“What I do know is that, in our industry we 
have so many brilliant and passionate peo-
ple, that we will succeed. 
 
"So imagine in 2 years’ time that we are 
racing for improved stake money, export 
protocols are a thing of the past and SA 
horses are in demand. This will be a very 
exciting industry to be in. 
 
“We can do this and we will do it. Hang in 
there, and be safe.”  - tt. 

Charlie K is pulling through 

CHARLES Koster is in recovery after an 
operation to remove a tumor. His biopsy 
returned what is reported to be a less  
aggressive cancer (Ampullary) which had 
invaded a Lymphnode but fortunately had 
not spread. 
 
Koster is still in hospital for this week, on a 
feeding drip. His pain is under control. 
 
He will be seeing an Oncologist and may 
be able to opt for chemo in pill form which 
can be taken at home. 
 
If all goes well, Charlie could be back 
home at the end of May to continue his 
bravery, and his family remains positive for 
a full recovery.  - tt. 
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OUR CV-19 RELIEF TO OWNERS 

JOCKEY Gavin Lerena and his family received this 500-piece puzzle depicting Cascapedia (IRE) from 
Wilgerbosdrift and Mauritzfontein last Christmas. Puzzles are one of the known, temporary cures for  
lockdown blues and the Lerena’s sat down to build it last weekend. “It took us half a day,” said Gavin, who 
will have the completed puzzle framed when President Dlamini-Zuma lifts the restrictive measures. 
Cascapedia is the sum of her parts, a daughter of High Chaparral and Janoubi (Dansilli), and she is goIng 
to make a very good broodmare. She was retired to Mauritzfontein last November, too late for the previous 
breeding season, but will be visiting Danon Platina (JPN) when the new season starts in August. 

Old-school entertainment 
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A CAPUCCINO! 

 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

A lot of us grew up tough 

JUST a reminder: The most potent virus we have in South 
Africa is the African National Congress (ANC). 
 #lockdownmustfall 

The socialist’s wet dream 
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