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Racing’s Task Team has a swell of support 
‘BUILDING TOGETHER’ IS KEY TO NEW DAWN 

THERE is a swell of support for Racing’s Restructuring Task Team (RTT), following Phumelela’s 
going into business rescue last Friday. Social media is jammed with well wishes from owners, 
breeders, trainers and jockeys, and while there are a few negative comments among them, those 
are aimed mainly at the make-up of the board, not at the purpose it has been established for. 

There is an excitement in the air, a tangible  
optimism and what appears to be a renewed  
willingness to work together.  
 
Privately, Mary and Jessica Slack, for Mary  
Oppenheimer Daughters (MOD), have been  
inundated with calls and messages of gratitude. 
These followed their massive financial contribution 
to ensure that Post Commencement Finance (PCF) 
was available to avoid PGL liquidating and to  
ensure that business, including racing, can continue 
for the duration of what is expected to be the  
Business Rescue process. 
 
While Mary pointed out at the weekend that her 
family had not “taken over” or “bought out”,  
Phumelela and was merely “helping it survive in a 
better way”, their generosity and love for the  
industry will undoubtedly be recorded in history 
books as absolutely pivotal in SA racing’s gloomiest 
period in history. 

Racing Association (RA) and RTT Board member 
Charles Savage noted in a podcast on Alec Hogg’s 

Rational Radio (Biznews), earlier today: “Racing 
could hardly have sunk lower, one notch lower 
would’ve meant a complete shutdown of the  
industry. But we now have a chance to use this  
opportunity to restructure and reform, it’s a good 
time to rebuild.” 
 
Savage was swiftly criticised for his comment that 
“people who had connections with Markus Jooste 
should be given a second chance,” but he added 
that a big proportion of the industry had been  
connected to Jooste in some way – a suggestion 
that one cannot wipe out an entire industry for the 
sake of its connections to one man. 
 
“We can’t eliminate everyone in racing just because 
they trusted in Markus Jooste. If we did that, pretty 
much every asset manager in this country would 
have to resign, too. 
 
“There needs to be reconciliation. Racing needs to 
face its past, be honest about it and then to forge a 
new future with trusted individuals. It needs to give 
people a second chance. If it doesn’t,   (to page 2) 
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it will eliminate a huge part of what has become a 
very small industry.” 
 
Savage later told Turf Talk: “We do not have the  
luxury of time on our side. We can spend our time 
witch-hunting, or we can spend every minute we 
have building an industry for the future.” 
 

Patrick Cummings, CEO of the US-based  
Thoroughbred Idea Foundation (TIF), who 
takes more than a passing interest in the 
South African industry, pledged his support 
for the RTT this weekend and, on inquiry, 
commented: “My suggestion for the  
restructuring committee is that they  
over-communicate everything, and be as  
transparent as possible. That will restore 
confidence and instil respect.” 
 
While Brian Riley, Charles Savage and company 
have repeatedly stated their commitment and  
willingness to work with everyone in the industry —, 
Savage saying that many more inclusive talks will 
happen once the business practitioner has carried 
out his duties —  the team doesn’t enjoy everyone’s 
full trust yet. 
 
Much of what racehorse owner Joao Da Mata’s 
grievances centre around is a future racing media, 
controlled by a dominant few, and his belief that the 
RTT’s board is not representative of the entire  
industry.  
 
Da Mata, who last month established a group to  
promote the interest of South African trainers 
(saboat.org), said: “All I want is for racing to continue 
and to prosper. But I do not believe that the five  
people on the board represent all of us. There 
should be 55 people on the board, including even 
the people they don’t like.  
 
“The RTT looks like a connected ‘family’, and I don’t 
think that this can be a platform from which to launch 
new building blocks for racing. Via representation, 
the owner of one horse should have the same say in 
matters as those who own 150 horses. They are 
equally important to racing.” 
 
Ash Maharaj of sahorseracing.com tweeted: “What 
SA Racing needs: Ring Fence everything, vets,  
farriers, trainers, jockeys. All tote, NHA under one 
roof. Suspensions HK style. Send a message. 
PUNTERS No.1. Customer service. Anyone part of 
racing must be licenced. All above. ALL Gallops 
timed. PUBLISHED. Freedom of Media.” 

SA Horseracing, in response to Gold Circle’s Michel 
Nairac’s suggestion that “experience should not be 
lost to the industry,” responded: “What's most up-
setting is that the old regime took away years of our 
lives dedicated to the game. Now with 'experience' 
some gained from positions they were put in by 
their group, they want to be useful to the new age? 
Really! Failed experiences? Please leave!” 
 
Among many others who came out in support of 
RTT are Snaith Racing, always pro-active among 
their many followers on social media, and aggres-
sive again this time around in distributing a petition 
to support the lifting of lockdown regulations so that 
racing can go ahead.  
 
“Racing is in safe hands,” was Snaith Racing’s view 
of the task team. 
 
Sean Tarry, Vaughan Marshall, Alistair Gordon, 
Andrew Bon, Warren Lenferna, Scott Kenny and 
David Nieuwenhuizen also pledged support in 
tweets and postings on Facebook. 

CHARLES Savage:  
“We don’t have the luxury of time! 

Several breeders have sent out encouraging mes-
sages, including Klawervlei Stud’s John Koster who, 
speaking to Michele Wing of Racing News Social 
TV, urged all industry players to stand together: 
“We’re fighting personal battles to pay our staff and 
feed our horses, but let’s not let a crisis go to waste. 
There are men and women working very hard  
behind the scenes, they have my 100%  
unconditional support.” 
 
He added: “This is a chance for us to rebuild racing 
from the ashes. We have to ask, “Do I want to be a 
builder, or a breaker? All of us have a part to play in 
this process. One day we’ll be able to look back with 
pride on having created a sustainable and caring 
industry.” 

(to page 2) 
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Pippa Mickleburgh of Avontuur Stud was most  
excited of all. She said: “I’ve been hoping for a ‘Pied 
Piper’ to lead racing out of its misery, but I’ve been 
reserved recently with all the things going on. The 
RTT has given me, and others, new hope. 
 
“I think we can really get things done this time. I be-
lieve that everyone who wants to play a role should 
make themselves known, and offer up their time and 
services for free. Let’s all club our talents together, 
put up our hands and make ourselves available, 
from breeders to jockeys to trainers.  
 
“I have faith in the RTT board having worked with 
many of them, including David Abery. I want to sign 
up and I know others will too. We’re putting our 
hands up and saying, ‘what can we do to help?’. 
There should be representatives of the board in  
every centre, go-to people to keep us up to date and 
to deal with queries. 
 
“I spoke to MJ Byleveld today (one of Avontuur’s 
sponsored jockeys) – he is on board and he is call-
ing on other jockeys too. It’s amazing how we’ve 
had to get on our knees before we actually pulled 
out our fingers. Like drug addicts, we were forced 
down into the gutter before we realised we needed 
help. 
 
“The RTT has put up the power, now we need to 
serve and help them. There are lots of people out 
there with big hearts, we need to galvanise their tal-
ents. We became despondent, but we can galvanise 
everyone and make it work. I am ready to chat to 

the board, I am offering my assistance.” 
 
Let us assure Turf Talk readers at this point that, to 
our understanding, the RTT’s giving preference to 
building instead of charging blindly at officials from 
the old regime does not mean that individuals guilty 
of mismanagement won’t be brought to book. We’d 
like to go on record saying, ‘watch and see what  
happens!’ and while we cannot stake any claims to 
have been an industry watchdog over the last five 
years, we promise to do everything in our power to 
ensure that no stone is left unturned, that the truth is 
revealed in due course.  
 
For now, we believe the RTT should be fully  
supported by the industry and that includes backing 
from the racing media, who are also set for reforms 
and protection from censorship as we move into a 
new era.  - tt. 

PIPPA MICKLEBURGH: “Hands up, let’s help!” 
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OUR CV-19 RELIEF TO OWNERS 

MARIUS and Gill Mostert of Loving Life Stables at Summerveld have offered their services to owners and 
trainers looking to save some costs during lockdown. They wrote in a statement: “As you all know, the  
situation we are finding ourselves in is one that we’ve never experienced before. We are very aware that 
trainers are trying everything they can to reduce the costs to their owners. From our side, with the industry 
being in its current form and there being no sales, the entire industry is being tested. If we all stand  
together during these trying times, we will come through it. “Loving Life Spelling is within walking distance 
of Summerveld and if you as an owner/trainer wish to save money we, Loving Life, are cheaper than  
keeping a horse in a box for rest or injuries. As an owner we know these costs and appreciate trainers who 
pass the savings on to appreciative owners. Should you have a yearling, weanling, sick or just a rester, 
please feel free to contact us to discuss if we can assist. Our work force is very competent and  
professional. They have shown their dedication so much so that they preferred to stay on the farm to  
ensure all horses were looked after.” Mail lovinglifestables@gmail.com 

Loving Life means loving horses! 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
https://www.turftalk.co.za/ra-will-pay-cv-19-relief-to-owners/
mailto:lovinglifestables@gmail.com
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A CAPUCCINO! 

 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

US cops take a soft approach 

POLICE and country patrolmen in the US haven’t yet killed 
anybody for Covid-19 transgressions like they do down 
here in Circus Central. US law enforcers are taking a sof-
ten approach in some areas, because when people see 
horses and ponies, they just melt. And then they abide by 
the rules. It would’ve been a good idea for SA too, though 
our horses and ponies here are guaranteed to have more 
brains than their handlers, which could cause even more 
confusion. #lockdownmustend. 

This one got them thinking 

KEVIN Bakos had posters on Vintage SA Horseracing 
(Facebook) guessing all day Sunday, trying to identify the 
first three past the post in this finish to the 1982 Johannes-
burg Spring Handicap. The winner was Zamiran (Jean 
Heming/Bartie Leisher, middle), from Saint Geran 
(assumed Teddy Bowker/Bennie de Wet, left) and Duke Of 
Marmalad (James Goodman/Cecil van As, right). 
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