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VEE Moodley (left) and Hazel Kayiya. 

Leaders emerge in a dark time for the SA industry 
Vee and Hazel show that they have what it takes  

TWO bright rays of sunshine have broken through the dark clouds hanging over South African  
racing and breeding. Surprisingly, both come from the upper ranks of the National Horseracing  
Authority. In the NHA’s CEO Vee Moodley and Executive Racing Administrator Hazel Kayiya we  
finally have the kind of leadership, knowledge and vision we have lacked in our industry for  
decades. 

This is not a promotional article. We at Turf Talk 
have never liked the NHA with their stoic  
bureaucracy and draconian rules applied by the 
incestuous lawmen so prominent on their inquiry 
sittings and so-called appeal boards. 
 
We’re hoping that the new NHA Board chair Susan 
Rowett, a person who is not driven by ego and has 
never come across as one who supports a shady 
agenda, will look beyond the token appointments 
who sit in her boardroom, and that her focus will 
remain on empowering Moodley and Kayiya to  
employ the decisiveness they have shown us in 
recent weeks. 
 
Vee has his critics. We, too, have not taken kindly 
to things like his senseless hiking of merit ratings. 
But that was early in his tenure and he was  
probably trying to make a statement. He’ll be  
forgiven if he reverses that decision, because he 
has no need to make any impressions now! 
 
What we’re seeing from Vee is a fearless, yet self-
less, diplomatic and well-motivated engagement 
with government. His first application was not suc-
cessful, predictably so in what has become a social-

ist nanny state, but he’s not let things lie.  
Another application has been lodged, adapting the 
NHA’s approach, and with this Vee has cued the 
most aggressive mainstream media coverage of the 
industry’s plight we’ve seen this century. 
 
Vee is a suave guy, but not in a Grey Street used-
car dealer kind of way. He has the energy that was 
sorely lacking in his predecessors, he’s approacha-
ble, takes action and is media-friendly.  We’ll leave 
the accolades there for now, however, because the 
suit he wore at the 2020 Sun Met is worth more than 
the car parked in our garage, and we’re jealous. 
 
We’d rather write more extensively today about  
Hazel, the person at Vee’s professional side who 
carries his trust and the sanction of the Board, and 
who is, in our view, the biggest rising star on SA 
racing’s block. 
 
Hazel Kayiya is undoubtedly the most refreshing 
person we’ve interviewed since, perhaps, Frankie 
Dettori back in 2008. She’s not near as loud, but 
carries the same enthusiasm for the industry, cou-
pled with an admirable vocabulary and a knowledge 
of all aspects of the industry, something  (to page 2) 
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VEE AND HAZEL (fm p1) 
 
she uses with authority. 
 
Colleague David Mollett raved uncontrollably about 
Hazel when he saw her in an interview produced by 
Andrew Bon two weeks ago and, knowing Molly, 
that made us chuckle. Our former columnist David 
Allan also saw her potential, long ago. We realised 
they were spot-on after speaking to Hazel today. 
 
The single good thing the disgraced former NHA 
chairman Lyndon Barends did between his many 
business-class travels and pointless newsletters 
was to appoint Hazel in the Stud Book division of 
the organisation after he’d met her in Hong Kong. 
 

And here, we believe, lies the essence of 
the success Hazel has already achieved 
here, and will be at the heart of whichever 
top positions she is bound to occupy in fu-
ture. She worked for several years under 
the leadership of Wilfried Engelbrecht-
Bresges and Andrew Harding as an admin-
istrator at the Hong Kong Jockey Club, with 
tutelage on the communication side from 
the formidable Patrick Cummings.  
 
This grounding in arguably the world’s most  
effective racing administration would be akin to  
joining Sir Alex Ferguson and Wayne Rooney as a 
young player at the old Manchester United.  A price-
less experience, and emerging from under their 
wings in quite a ‘different class’. 
 
Hazel, a qualified accountant who cut her baby 
teeth at the Institute Of Internal Auditors, landed her 
first job under Michel Nairac at Gold Circle. Here, 
she tells, she had arguments with some staff over 
issues concerning operational controls that were not 
up to standard, and fumed about the explanation 
that “things worked differently in racing”.  
 
Nairac recognised her talents quickly and  
introduced her to aspects away from administration 
including training and breeding. She met the  
jockeys, grooms and feed merchants too, and saw 
the industry from other angles. 
 
The cherry on top came when Nairac recommended 
her to Summerhill’s Stud’s School Of Excellence, 
where she was the Number One Student of her year 
working with the legendary Mick Goss and Heather 
Morkel. 
 
Then, ahead of an exclusive Weatherbys sojourn 
and one for potential workers in the breeding indus-
try to the English National Stud in the UK, Nairac 

pulled her away for a trip to Hong Kong, believing 
that racing administration would be the best  
realisation of Hazel’s strengths. 
 
He was right. She was appointed by and bloomed 
at the Hong Kong Jockey Club: “I was tasked with 
disseminating vital breeding, racing and wagering 
agreements to members of the Asian Racing  
Fedaration. I also worked on the Asian Racing Con-
ferences held in Hong Kong, Korea and India.” 
 
Back in South Africa, she arrived at the NHA in 
2018 to a Stud Book Division in disarray: “We were 
going to lose our “Approved” status of the Stud 
Book, by the International Stud Book Committee, 
and we’ve worked very hard to restore things. 
We’re not there yet, probably 80 percent of the way, 
but we’ve won our recognition back, and just re-
cently we received some free software from the 
Jockey Club in the UK that will help us along in 
Stud Book’s recovery.” 
 
She is sympathetic to the NHA’s costs that the 
industry has to bear, especially in this time. “We 
at the NHA, Vee, Arnold Hyde and our team, are 
forever meeting and discussing things, some-
times things get fiery, but we’re looking at the 
costs.  Automation is key here. We’ll be auto-
mating some services so that the cost reduc-
tions can be passed along to the industry.” 
 
Following government’s rejection of the NHA’s 
Covid-19 proposals earlier this week, Vee and Ha-
zel brainstormed again, deciding on an aggressive 
approach to media exposure. They wrote letters to 
various media platforms, leading to front-page cov-
erage in The Witness and The Mercury, radio  
coverage and interviews of SABC TV and the new 
Newsroom Africa Channel. 
 
“Vee had an interview on Radio 702 this morning 
and I had to do the TV interview on the Newsroom 
Channel (DSTV 405)l, which was the highest profile 
interview I’ve had to do so far. I prefer racing ad-
ministration over the limelight, I am a pen pusher! 
He threw me in the deep end but it came out well.  
 
“My parents in Zimbabwe watched it and my Mom, 
who has always complained about not understand-
ing what was going on, said she was impressed 
and that she finally got the clear picture. That meant 
a lot to me!” 
 
Asked about the future of racing, Hazel responded: 
“Let me not state the obvious, we all know that the 
industry is in dire straits. But all is not lost. What we 
need, to my mind, first of all, is unity. I support the 
all-inclusive Hong Kong Model. We have Phumelela 
and Gold Circle and Kenilworth pulling in different 
directions. The divisions are crippling us.  (to p4) 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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VEE AND HAZEL (fm p2) 
 
Getting together for a common purpose is essen-
tial. 
 
“Also important is that the right appointments have 
to be made when the dust settles, and there must 
be no nepotism, no aunts and uncles and boy-
friends and girlfriends walking into jobs in racing. 
The best qualified people must get into the right 
positions.  
 

“Then, I’d say, what is lacking is grooming 
of new people. There are capable young 
people out there who can take us into the 
future, but they need to be taught and 
groomed. This cannot happen when the 
bigwigs are looking after themselves. The 
personal ego’s must be set aside for the 
collective goal, which is for the industry to 
recover, heal and prosper. 
 
“I am a firm believer in team work, but the team 
must be competent. Before heading in any direc-
tion, we must make sure that our teams are up to 
the task and focused on what they have to achieve. 
That comes before setting plans in motion, and is 
vital.” 
 
“Above all,  we must have this word highlighted in 
every report and every memo: ACCOUNTABILITY! 
Every worker in racing administration must be held 
accountable for every move they make. This is how 
we will root out incompetence and create excel-

lence in the ranks.” 
 
We don’t have much to add. Hazel Kayiya is the type 
of person we’d love to lead us. She’s going places, 
she’s “untamable”, in her own words, and with her 
heart in the right place. She speaks with not a  
glimmer of the racial undertones and entitlement of 
the Tokolosh and her cohorts who are sinking South 
Africa faster than the Titanic after it hit that iceberg. 
That is just so bloody cool, and gives us enormous 
hope for the future of our great sport.  
 
Hooray For Hazel!  - tt. 

MAINSTREAM publicity is priceless, especially 
when the news is not Fake News! 
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OUR CV-19 RELIEF TO OWNERS 

A stunning looker 

TRAINER Roy Magner reports from Randjesfontein: “The current break in racing has allowed us time to 
prepare our exciting string of juveniles. Pictured here is our striking son of Vercingetorix, purchased at the 
2019 Bloodstock SA National 2-yo Sales, bred by Maine Chance Farms.” His name is ‘One Way Or  
Another’, and he is closely related to Lady In Black and Talahatchie. Best with this colt to the Magner yard! 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
https://www.turftalk.co.za/ra-will-pay-cv-19-relief-to-owners/
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Boris may give UK racing a thumbs-up  
RACING in Britain will return with an action-packed schedule of handicaps following the release of 
a programme for the first seven days for when the sport finally resumes. 

No date has been announced, but the resumption 
of racing group will next sit on Monday following an 
expected update from prime minster Boris Johnson 
on Sunday, detailing the outlook for the UK’s lock-
down. 
 
In details released on Thursday evening, the sport 
will resume with one northern fixture before two 
meetings everyday spread across the country. 
There are no Pattern races in the first seven days 
with the emphasis placed on lower-grade contests. 
 
Usually, handicaps yield much higher betting  
turnover than novice or maiden races, due to better 
competition and larger field sizes. Bookmakers 
hope the first seven days of the calendar will capti-
vate racing fans. 

Barry Orr, spokesman for Betfair, said: “From a 
bookmaking point of view, handicaps are the most 
attractive proposition for punters. Invariably you get 
over eight runners and a handicap is that for a  
reason – theoretically everyone has an equal 
chance.  
 
“It’s great that we’ve a plan to get racing back on 
and it’s a great opportunity for racing to showcase 
what it’s got.” 

Ladbrokes Coral PR director Simon Clare added: 
“We’re as keen as anyone to see racing resume as 
soon as it’s safe for it to do so. 

A statement from the BHA on Thursday evening also 
revealed that a financial plan has been submitted to 
the Levy Board regarding prize-money funding for 
when the sport resumes. An update is expected next 
week.  

With prize-money levels sure to fall, the Jockey Club 
did not wish to respond to a newspaper report that 
the purse for the Investec Derby was set to be cut by 
a third to £500,000. 

It is understood no final decision has been made 
about prize-money levels as the Jockey Club and 
Epsom go through a number of factors which could 
affect it, including the supporting card, sponsorship, 
entry fees and Levy Board support. However, there 
is likely to be a significant cut. 
 
UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson has reacted to  
media speculation that lockdown measures would be 
lifted next week, saying the government would act 
with “maximum caution”. 

A spokesperson for the prime minister said on Thurs-
day: “Cabinet discussed where we are in the  
response to the coronavirus pandemic and the re-
view which is being conducted into social distancing 
measures. The prime minister said that in consider-
ing whether there could be any easement to the  
existing guidelines, we are not going to do anything 
that risks a second peak.”   - TAB News. 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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Racing celebs send birthday wishes to a fan 
with locked-in syndrome 

FOR one man in an Eastbourne care home 'the new normal' started not with the coronavirus shut-
down but in August 2014. Since then, the new and old normal have been light years apart for Stevie 
Fisher, who on Saturday reaches his 50th birthday trapped inside his own body but cheered by the 
stars of the sport he adores, writes LEE MOTTERSHEAD. 

Fisher was a brilliant farrier, a far from brilliant point-to-point jock-
ey and a countryside-loving man who lived life to its fullest – by 
his own admission, far fuller than was good for his health. 
 
Then he suffered a massive stroke, one that came with the most 
awful consequences.  
 
Fisher was left with locked-in syndrome. He could hardly be more 
locked in. The avid racing fan is completely paralysed, except for 
being able to blink with his left eyelid. Thanks to a special eye 
gaze computer that turns his gazes and blinks into writing, he has 
almost finished his autobiography, using that single eye to eke out 
each and every one of the 33,000 words. 
 
The book will be published later this year, by which time there will 
hopefully have been an easing of the coronavirus shutdown  
restrictions that prevent Fisher's wife, Geraldine, from visiting her 
husband, once pictured in a Channel 4 poster advertising cover-
age of the 2015 Cheltenham Festival.  
 
Dressed in trilby and tweed, Fisher was shown punching the air, a 
packed Cheltenham grandstand behind him. By the time the pho-
tograph was plastered across Britain, its central figure was al-
ready facing up to a new future, one in which his only way of com-
municating has been through fixing his gaze on a computer that 
emits a flat, deadpan voice, similar to the one we associate with 
Stephen Hawking, another victim of locked-in syndrome. 

One of his releases continues to be 
racing, from within whose community 
a host of familiar faces will send birth-
day wishes to a man who once regu-
larly shod Queen Mother Champion 
Chase hero Sire De Grugy.  
 
"He is not an average human being by 
any stretch of the imagination," says 
Injured Jockeys Fund almoner Lucy 
Charnock.  

"Stevie has lived an incredible life and 
has some genuinely funny stories to 
tell. Fun was everything to him. He 
was the life and soul of any party – 
and if there wasn't a party he made a 
party. He was a really big personality 
and, to be fair, he still is. Stevie is still 
in there." 
 
Charnock adds: "The most difficult 
thing now is he is stuck in a room in a 
nursing home. He can't leave it and he 
can't have any visitors because his 
vulnerability to infection is so high. It's 
tough for Stevie but also incredibly 
tough for Geraldine.  

"The birthday plan was Geraldine's 
idea. She explained she was thinking 
of trying to get some people to wish 
him happy birthday on video and that 
one of her friends could edit them all 
together. I got going with the racing 
names, and we've had so many, in-
cluding AP McCoy, John Francome, 
Mick Fitzgerald, Davy Russell, Ruby 
Walsh, all the Moores and Ed Cham-
berlin, who was amazing and got all 
the ITV team to do it. Stevie is a big 
cricket fan and Jonny Bairstow is on 
the video, too." 
 
Also featured is Jim Crowley, who was 
humbled when in 2016 Fisher made it 
to Ascot to see his good friend 
crowned champion jockey. Crowley 
dedicated the title to Fisher. 

"He is an absolute legend of a fella," 
says Crowley, adding: "Anybody who 
has ever met Stevie Fisher knows 
they have met him."  - Full report on 
Racing Post. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
https://www.racingpost.com/news/latest/stars-say-happy-50th-birthday-to-racing-fan-living-with-locked-in-syndrome/433345
https://www.racingpost.com/news/latest/stars-say-happy-50th-birthday-to-racing-fan-living-with-locked-in-syndrome/433345
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A CAPUCCINO! 

 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

Make her day extra special! 

WEEKS of lockdown have brought us to Mother’s Day, this 
Sunday, and with all the confusion we almost forgot. Don’t 
you do the same! 

Just another Freaky Friday  

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:info@thefortstud.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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How best to deal with a ‘mouthy’ horse 
SO like with us humans, a lot of our behaviour develops when we are children, and this is the same 
for horses. Yes, some of us are more prone to genetic mental issues and habits than others, but 
again, the right environment can correct bad behaviour up to a point! 

If you think about it, toddlers pick up biting as a 
means to express themselves and parents put  
discipline in place, because let’s be honest, no bit-
ing adult will be socially expectable!  

And the same goes for your horse, no one wants a 
horse with bad stable manners, and if not corrected 
at a young age, you might always be at danger 
when dealing with your horse. So let’s look at a few 
ways on how to deal with the mouthy horse!  

Bringing him some treats for a job well done 
 
Sadly some biting habits are developed when  
people feed horses treats by hand from a young 
age. What starts out as a funny habit, can turn into 
a nasty one. A horse deserves a treat and recogni-
tion for hard work, but cut up the carrot or apple and 
place the treat into the feeding bowls until respect is 
established. Feeding an older horse hand fed treats 
once respect has been established is OK.  

Just a little respect 
 
As mentioned in the above point. Respect needs to 
be instilled from a young age. Too much play can 
turn into a horse losing respect for you and thinking 
you’re his stable mate. So make sure, that from a 
young age, a horse understands not to simply put 
his or her mouth against you. This playful phase of 
life is really where the habits start off.  
  
Cross-ties for Mr Mouthy 
 
Some of us use them, some of us don’t. But be-
sides being a great way to groom and tack horses, 
a horse also learns that there’s no messing about or 
nipping during grooming or tacking. They quickly 
learn to stand still in the ties. Often on a free rein, a 
horse is free to nip at you when your back is turned, 
and this too turns into a habit. In saying this, some 
horses simply don’t adjust to cross-ties.  
  

(to page 12) 

http://www.westernshoppe.com/
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THE MOUTHY HORSE (fm p11) 
 
Watch it! Be aware 
 
When dealing with a horse that nips, watching their 
body language is crucial and being able to anticipate 
what they will do. Pinning the ears back is often the 
first sign to look out for and one that can avoid your 
horse swooping in for a mouthful. This way you 
know to push his/her head aside and to say NO!  
  
Look for signs of discomfort 
 
Whether it be tack fitting poorly, sore eyes tearing up 
or being badly bothered by flies. Deal with the root 
cause.  
  
Good boy! Reward good behaviour 
 
Preferably not with a hand fed treat which will be 
defeating the purpose! But rather with a pat and af-
firmative words.  
  
Oh no you don't. Punish biting  
 
Now don’t make a huge fuss as this will just confuse 
your horse, but rather react quickly with a flat palm 
smack and use the same words like: Stop it! No! etc. 
Make sure you stay consistent with the words and 
tone you use.  
 
No teasing or I WILL bite you 
 
Often newcomers or children are keen to tease a 
horse who reacts easily. Make sure the yard manag-
er makes it clear to all visitors to stay clear of your 

horse. Maybe putting up a warning sign in front of 
your horses’ stable is a good idea. Teasing will just 
irritate your horse and enforce the bad habit of bit-
ing. However if your horse doesn’t bite and loves 
visitors, there’s no reason to keep them away! - 
Kyalami Yard News. 

Irish equestrians trying hard 
 
IRELAND’s equestrian governing body has made a 
proposal to government that it allows horse sport to 
be one of the first sports permitted to resume when 
Covid-19 restrictions are lifted. 
 
The comprehensive submission by Horse Sport Ire-
land, the centralised national body for the sport 
horse industry (breeding & sport), stressed that the 
Irish Sport Horse industry is worth more than €816 
million per annum to the Irish economy and directly 
supports more than 14,000 full time jobs. Like all 
other sectors it has been severely impacted by this 
global pandemic. 
 
Horse Sport Ireland CEO Ronan Murphy said the 
organisation had developed an initial protocol to 
address the public health threats due to Coronavirus 
that could present at an equestrian venue when 
training sessions or competitions are taking place. 
 
“Our sport is unique given that it is deemed low risk, 
it’s a non-contact sport, it’s largely outdoor in its ac-
tivity which does not enjoy large spectatorship, and 
as a result of that and the mitigation measures 
which we have outlined in our submission, we would 
like our sport to be considered as one to trial in the 

first wave of sports permitted to 
resume in a limited fashion,” 
Murphy said. 
 
“I have no doubt that when 
equestrian activity is permitted 
to resume that the sport horse 
community will be ambassadors 
to other sports in the context of 
vigilance and compliance.” 

The submission emphasises the 
intrinsic link between the breed-
ing and sport elements of the 
sector which requires breeders, 
producers and athletes to have 
access to regulated activity to 
ensure the timely production of 
horses in the crucial stages of 
the training and development 
cycle. 

Horse Sport Ireland consulted 
the World Health Organisation 
Interim guidance for sports fed-
erations/sports event organiser 
in the context of COVID-19, 
which was issued in April, 2020. 
—horsetalk.co.nz 
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THE GOLDEN AGE OF THOROUGHBRED  
         SHOWJUMPING HORSES & RIDERS IN  
                        SOUTH AFRICA (Part 2)                         

                                     By Charles W.S. Baker 

Above:  Gail Foxcroft and MARITIME HOUSE.  Below Right:  Gail Foxcroft and BYE & BYE  

Horses Riders Born Colour Sex Sire Dam Dam Sire Grandam Sire 

BLUE ROCK Bryce McCall 1984 Chestnut Gelding Trocadero Blue White Budapest Open Sky 

BYE & BYE (BLOCKADE) Gail Foxcroft 1971 Chestnut Gelding Yankee Clipper II Mariolina Thunderhead II Mehrali 
COGNAC (DELWARA) Anne-Marie Esslinger 1972 Chestnut Gelding Bosun's Whistle Marionetti Abadan II Mehrali 

DUAL (ROYAL PASSION) Heather Hillcoat 1969 Brown Gelding Joie De Vivre II Kings Fancy Kings Counsel Buchan 
ESPLANADE Anne-Marie Esslinger 1985 Bay Gelding Esplendor Nucat New South Wales Noble Chieftain 

HAMADAN / BOLD HUSSAR Bryce McCall 1974 Chestnut Gelding Arsoli Queen's Guard Escort II High Veldt 
JONGLEUR Tony Lewis 1965 Chestnut Gelding Dramatic II Countess Mitzi Royal Pardon Niccolo Dell'arca 

MARITIME HOUSE Gail Foxcroft 1986 Bay Gelding Sea Cottage Venturous Escort II Abadan II 
MERRIMENT George Myburg 1967 Bay Gelding All A Gogg At Home Goodliest Downrush 

PANACHE (FULL PARTNER) Ronnie Lawrence 1987 Brown Gelding Tilden Bristol Flyer Who Duzzit Ambiopoise 
ROVIAN (RUNNING RIOT) Ronnie Lawrence 1983 Chestnut Gelding Really And Truly Rushin Around Flirting Around High Veldt 

TIME TO DANCE Gail Foxcroft 1983 Bay Mare Trocadero Time Recorder Ragtime Abadan II 

Horses Breeders Racing Records 

BLUE ROCK Birch Bros. Runs: 14   Wins: 1   Placed: 3 

BYE & BYE (BLOCKADE) Verborgvontein Stud (PTY) LTD Runs: 22   Wins: 0   Placed: 4 

COGNAC (DELWARA) Phillips Bros. Runs: 2   Wins: 0   Placed: 0 

DUAL (ROYAL PASSION) Phillips Bros. Runs: 27   Wins: 1   Placed: 6 

ESPLANADE Messrs. P.J. de Wet inv. (PTY) 
LTD Runs: 0   Wins: 0   Placed: 0 

HAMADAN / BOLD HUSSAR Mr, & Mrs. C.H. Botha Runs: 12   Wins: 0   Placed: 1 

JONGLEUR Mr. R. Koster Runs: 27   Wins: 2   Placed: 7 

MARITIME HOUSE C.J. Malcomess Runs: 7   Wins: 0   Placed: 0 

MERRIMENT Mr. S. Bekker Runs: 41   Wins: 6   Placed: 9 

PANACHE (FULL PARTNER) Mrs. Y.A. Bawden Runs: 17   Wins: 0   Placed: 3 

ROVIAN (RUNNING RIOT) Birch Bros. Runs: 15   Wins: 1   Placed: 0 

TIME TO DANCE Brig. G.C. Krummeck Runs: 5   Wins: 0   Placed: 0 
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The very approachable and likable Gail Foxcroft broke into the top ranks of adult showjumping in South  
Africa in the late 1970s with her very brave and successful junior horse, Desert King.  Gail has been a  
prolific winner of titles and classes ever since, including, but not limited to, both the South African Eventing 
Championships and the South African Showjumping titles, as well as multiple Grand Prix, the Mercedes 
Riders Championship and is a three-time winner of the South African Showjumping Derby.  
 
Gail’s fiancé was the late Lachlan McLachlan who originally produced the legendary BYE & BYE.  Lachlan 
tragically died in a car accident, but not before winning the 1982 SA Showjumping Derby on BYE & BYE.  
Gail went on to win two more SA Derbies on BYE & BYE, in 1987 and 1990 (aged 19), as well numerous 
other competitions.  He must surely be one South Africa’s most consistent, courageous, soundest and most 
loved Thoroughbred showjumpers of all time.  Interesting to note that the dam of BYE & BYE, Mariolina, 
was a ½ sister to Marionetti, the dam COGNAC (Anne-Marie Esslinger) and his ½ brother, CHANNEL 
ISLES (Gonda Betrix).  Pictured below is a photo of Gail and BYE & BYE competing at the 1989 Sun City 
Indoor. 

Over the years Gail has produced a long list of 
horses up through the grades to the top end of 
showjumping.  
 
Gail purchased her tremendously talented mare, 
TIME TO DANCE (pictured above), by  
Trocadero, as a D Grade and finished up qualify-
ing and competing with the mare on the interna-
tional stage by representing South Africa at the 
1998 World Equestrian Games in Rome, Italy!  
 
A beautiful photo of Gail with MARITIME 
HOUSE, by Sea Cottage, was featured at the 
start of this article.  A complicated and large 
growth on his lung unfortunately brought a prem-
ature and sad end to the life of this extremely 
talented young horse. 
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Above: Gail Foxcroft and Bye & Bye competing at the 1989 Royal Show.  Below: Lachlan McLachlan 
and Bye & Bye competing at the 1982 Dunhill Derby show at the Inanda Club. 



16 

 

Ronnie’s association with great horses like High Hopes, Vallon Rouge, Panache and Rovian (as well as 
many others) have seen him top the rolls of most of South Africa’s major showjumping titles.  Pictured 
above is Ronnie with the very glamorous PANACHE, a Zimbabwean bred Thoroughbred by Tilden and 
below with Rovian, by Really And Truly, who Ronnie purchased from Gary Werth, then competed and 
sold him in Europe.  Ronnie has not been well in recent weeks and has been in hospital receiving medi-
cal treatment, we wish him well and hope that he has a full and speedy recovery soon. 

The very popular, likeable and 
hard working rider, Ronnie  
Lawrence, made the move from 
Rhodesia / Zimbabwe to South 
Africa in the late 1970s.   
 
Over the last four decades  
Ronnie has held his own at the 
very top of the sport both here in 
South Africa as well as on shorter 
trips abroad to ride international-
ly. 
 
A great producer of young show-
jumpers, together with an uncan-
ny knack to spot superior young 
talent in the hands of others has 
always seen him very competi-
tively mounted and a rider that is 
never afraid to not have a full go 
in a jump-off when the chips are 
down. 
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Anne-Marie Esslinger is undeniably one of the most hardest working and focused people in South African 
showjumping.  She is a highly qualified course designer, a much desired and successful coach, a rider of 
note and a managing partner in the stunning Burlington Stables.  Anne-Marie is pictured above on her won-
derful campaigner of yesteryear, COGNAC (originally named Delwara, by Bosun’s Whistle) with whom she 
won the 1988 South African Showjumping Derby.  Pictured below is Anne-Marie with her exceptionally tal-
ented Esplendor gelding, ESPLANADE.  What a tremendous and tragic blow it was for Anne-Marie when 
ESPLANADE was diagnosed with COPD related breathing complications which brought this awesomely 
young talented horse’s life to an end in just his first year of competing in the “big’ classes. 
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In 1979 the pair won the International Accumulator 
at the Pretoria Show (see top photo) as well as the 
1979 South African Outdoor Grand Prix held in 
George.  In 1981 they were second in the South 
African Showjumping Derby at Inanda after a jump-

Heather Hillcoat, pictured on the right and the fabu-
lous DUAL, originally named Royal Passion, who 
was a graduate of the 1971 National Yearling Sales 
as pictured above left, were an extremely strong 
partnership together during the late 1970s and  
early 1980s. 

off with Janie Myburg and Dress Suit.  They also won 
the 1981 South African Showjumping Champion-
ships. 
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A real joy of a showjumping partnership to watch!  
Consummate professional Tony Lewis and the beautifully 
handsome and stylish JONGLEUR. Owned by Mr. & Mrs. 
Clifford and bred by Mr R. Koster, JONGLEUR was originally 
produced by Phillip Smith.   
 
Above:  The pair are pictured on their way to winning the 
Grand Prix at the 1979 Pretoria Show. 
 
Left:  Congratulations all around for a jubilant Tony Lewis and 
a rather nonchalant JONGLEUR after winning the 1978 
South African Show Jumping Championships. 
 
Right:  Tony and JONGLEUR negotiating the extremely steep 
and difficult bank as obstacle No. 9 in the old Derby arena at 
Inanda in 1982.  The pair secured a shared victory with four 
other horse and rider combinations after a torrential rainstorm 
at the end of the first round. 



20 

 

Bryce McCall pictured above on the super brave and careful little horse, BOLD HUSSAR (also known as 
HAMADAM).  This combination won the 1984 South African Outdoor Grand Prix.  Pictured below is without 
a doubt Bryce’s best horse, BLUE ROCK, by Trocadero.  This horse burst onto the South African show-
jumping scene in the early 1990s with Bryce and in 1993 the pair really excelled with super wins in the 
South African Showjumping Derby and the South African Showjumping Championships. 
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Veteran Springbok showjumper George  
Myburg, son of the Late Jack Myburg, is one 
of the old school legends of the sport. 
 
George struck up successful partnerships with 
horses like THE LAIRD, MERRIMENT,  
CAROLUS, CLOUD STAR, EVEN LEAD and 
EVEN DEAL in the 1970s and 1980s, nearly 
all in the sponsorship of TOYOTA. 
 
He was a member of the seven-strong  
Springbok team in 1966 that competed in an 
international team event on borrowed horses 
at the Arena North International Horse Show 
where he won a class on Harvey Smith’s 
horse, Marshall. 
 
Both photos attached are of George and his 
very faithful partner, MERRIMENT.  The pair 
of them were always consistent in the big clas-
ses and are pictured above being congratulat-
ed during the prize giving of the 1982 NCD 
Clover Championships at the Royal Show in 
Pietermaritzburg after winning the class. 
 
News is that George has not been well lately 
and we hope that he is feeling better and on 
the mend.—ttE. 
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Am I just too chubby 
to ride a horse? 

Maybe, maybe not. A “scientific study” 

has concluded that a horse cannot comfortably carry more 
than 10 percent of its own weight. I have been looking for 
the punch line ever since: obviously this is a joke! This 
would mean 80 percent of the people riding horses today 
are too fat!, argues equestrian COLIN DANGAARD in  
horsetalk.co.nz. 

According to The US Cavalry Manual of Horse Manage-
ment (1941) a horse should not carry more than 20 per-
cent of its own weight. This edict was routinely exceeded, 
soldier and equipment regularly weighing about 110kg. 
 
Researchers at Duchy College, in Cornwall, England, 
studied horse impact from 50 riders executing 45-minute 
workouts and they too came up with the 20 percent recom-
mendation. This was ascertained by monitoring the re-
lease of creatine kinase, an enzyme present in the muscle 
and released into the blood to restore muscle damage. 
This enzyme is triggered when an increasing heart rate 
releases plasma lactate to levels the horse’s body cannot 
metabolize. 
 

Of course, the scientists noted that impact on the 
horses varied greatly. Those with wider loins and 
thicker cannon bones recovered more quickly. 
Experienced riders know the fit of the saddle is 
vital. 
 
For most of the 5000 years men have been riding horses 
they have used them to go places to kill each other.  
Pleasure riding, as we know it today, is barely 100 years 
old! 
 
The earliest warriors rode bareback and all their horses 
were sore within three days. As weapons and armour in-
creased in weight, so did the structure needed to carry 
them on the back of a horse. Attila the Hun was the first to 
use a saddle in war, around 440, figuring spreading the 
bearing weight over a greater area would make the horse 
less sore. He was a PSI pioneer! 
 
Attila stole this idea from the Sarmatian women warriors 

(400 BC) who built a wooden “casing” on a 
horse so they would not be ejected when they 
ran a lance through an enemy ground soldier. 
They invented mounted lance warfare, these 
women who were feared above all other war-
riors. They cut off their right breast so they 
could more easily pull a bow. The Greeks 
founded the Amazon legend on the  
Sarmatians, with whom they became  
acquainted as traders. 

Next, Attila stole a stirrup the Chinese used 
as a mounting aid during the same period. 
Amazingly it took 800 years for somebody 
(Attila) to think of putting a second stirrup on 
the other side! 
 
The Romans soon visited Attila’s discovery 
but were quick to establish weight lim-
its.  “Cloak bags” were not to weigh more 
than 20kg, saddles not more than 30kg.  Add 
this to 90kg of an average armed warrior and 
the Roman war horse carried around 150k, 
well over 20 percent of horse weight. Still, 
they conquered the world. 

Over the next thousand years weight  
increased even more. Knights of old were 
actually lowered on their horses with pulleys, 
after two men fitted the saddle. 
 
For the war in Afghanistan, I saddled 130 
horses for the US Special Ops, also design-
ing scabbards for their M4s. Those horses 
packed 110kg. 

Today, for the first time in the long 
man/horse partnership we are not eat-
ing them or causing them to die in 
battle. We are actually enjoying them 
and, I like to believe, they are  
enjoying us. 

Ironically, all this feel-good stuff has hap-
pened when humans have grown substantial-
ly. In the last 50 years we have outgrown air-
plane seats, cars, furniture and hous-
es.  When I started putting Americans in  
Australian stock saddles in 1979 the average 
seat size (Australian) was 16”. Today it is 17” 
and rising. 

But the horse has not changed. Clearly,  
humans and horse are on a weight-impact 
collision course. 

The good news is people are asking them-
selves: am I too fat to ride?  

As Dr Gary Carlson DMV cautions: “Every 
extra pound a horse has to carry from point A 
to point B requires that much more energy.”  - 
ttE 
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COMING EVENTS 

23 JULY: NGWENYA HIGH GOAL 

Maree: 082 546 5222 |  
maree@ebbandflow.co.za  

EQUESTRIAN SERVICES 

Just a note that I have three spots open for natu-
ral living for horses. Free to roam in a large day 
paddock in day. Night paddock open stables, after 
eaten and groomed they roam the night paddock. 
Add lib grass, Good security. Just in case you 
hear of a horse that needs  a rest, retired, or needs 

a herd to heal.  - Christine Loukakis, 0823301893 

MOYA STUD:  SPECIALISTS EQUINE  
RECOVERY SERVICES, GOOD RATES, VETER-
INARY NURSE, PHONE CLAUDIA 082 373 2203 

ADVERTISE HERE FOR ONLY 100 
BUCKS A POP, AND GET THE  
RESPONSE YOU DESERVE 

editor@turftalk.co.za 

One wedding, no funerals! 

THE wonderful and immaculate late Liz du Toit on her 
own horse, AIR MARSHAL, a thoroughbred chestnut 
gelding bred in 1961 by Clouds, doing lead-horse  
duties in style at the Durban Turf Club “Greyville” in 
the late 60s / early 70s. Photo courtesy Vintage South 
African Horse Racing Group & Dee Diane 
Botha. 

Remembering Liz du Toit 

https://www.facebook.com/events/295007858137688/
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za

