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gavelhouse.com is well established in the online-auction arena. 

Klawervlei partners with gavelhouse.com 
for first online Farm Sale 

ONE of the world’s leading online bloodstock companies is branching out with the launch of New 
Zealand Bloodstock subsidiary gavelhouse.com in South Africa, set for June.  

Gavelhouse, in partnership with multiple Champion 
Breeders Klawervlei Stud, will conduct an online 
sale of around 160 thoroughbreds from 15 to 21 
June with an announcement to be made in due 
course as to the format and frequency of ongoing 
gavelhouse.com South Africa auctions.  
 
Klawervlei Stud Sales and Marketing Manager, 
Grant Knowles, reached out to gavelhouse.com 
recently citing concerns their annual on-farm auc-
tion was not going to be possible under conditions 
resulting from COVID-19. 
 
“With so much uncertainty in the world at the mo-
ment we felt an ‘online’ approach may be the way 
forward! We are excited to have entries from lead-
ing stud farms in the Western Cape and we look 
forward to partnering this initiative with them,” said 
Knowles.  
 
gavelhouse.com general manager Haylie Martin is 

looking forward to launching the user-friendly and 
cost-effective trading option in South Africa. She 
commented: “We are excited to be showcasing our 
platform in another jurisdiction, going global is 
something we have wanted to do for some time 
now.  
 

“There is no doubt that COVID-19 has 
highlighted the importance of online Sales 
around the world, and this has pushed us 
to explore more opportunities offshore 
while also prompting others to approach 
us.”  
 
The Sale will comprise of 160 choice SA yearlings. 
  
The gavelhouse.com South Africa site will use the 
enhanced Gavelhouse Plus platform that is set to 
launch in New Zealand in May. Features will include 
a more stringent buyer approval system,      (to p2) 
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the ability for listings to have up to 20 photos per Lot, video footage, Arion pedigrees and veterinary reports 
where applicable.  
 
Since its inception as an online auction platform in April 2016 gavelhouse.com has rapidly become an  
integral part of the trading landscape for breeders and trainers in New Zealand.  
 
With over 2,700 horses sold on the site over the past four years and over $13.6 million traded, earlier this 
year gavelhouse.com achieved an Australasian online record by selling Group One winning mare Hasahalo 
to the China Horse Club for $670,000.  
 
For more information on entering the Klawervlei Stud Sale contact Grant Knowles 
(grant@klawervlei.co.za or +27 82 882 9774 and for more information on gavelhouse.com contact 
Haylie Martin (haylie@gavelhouse.com or +64 22 637 8127).  -tt. 

Jackson Feni dies 

JACKSON Feni. 

THE National Horseracing Authority  
has advised the sudden passing of  
Zenzile (Jackson) Feni.  He showed 
symptoms of hypertension after taking 
ill on Tuesday morning. 
  
Feni was a long-time employee in the 
horseracing industry, working as a 
Groom, NHA Handler and enjoyed  
considerable success as a licensed 
Workrider.  He lived in Vosloorus at the 
time of his passing. 
  
The National Horseracing Authority, and 
by implication the racing industry at 
large, extends heartfelt condolences to 
his family during this time. 
 
Feni, who was associated with the late 
trainer Lance Wiid during a long and 
successful spell working from a Henley-
On-Klip training centre, rode 45 winners 
from limited opportunities as a work 
rider. 
 
James Maree, who runs the school for 
Work Riders at Eikenhof, commented: 
“Jackson was one of my first students 
when we started. He was a good rider, 
one of the best that passed through our 
academy, and a humble man. He will be 
missed.”  - tt. 

Lyle will be jetting back from Japan 
 
SOUTH African champion jockey Lyle Hewitson is expecting to 
be back in the country on Saturday following a successful two-
month stint in Japan, writes JACK MILNER. 
 
“I was fortunate enough to get on to a repatriation flight from Ja-
pan back to South Africa via Doha,” said Hewitson. “We leave on 
Friday and should be landing back in South Africa on Saturday. 
 
“Of course, after that we will have to go through the quarantine 
protocols but, nonetheless, it will be good to be back on home 
soil and get back into the swing  of things real soon.  
 
“I must say, I’m looking forward to being home,” said Hewitson. 
Speaking about his time in Japan, Hewitson said he had enjoyed 
a wonderful two months.  “The food was amazing, the culture is 
really impressive, the people are so warm and respectful and it 
made settling in such a pleasure. 
 
“In terms of the racing, it’s been such a success, fortunately. I 
ended up with 19 winners, including two Group 2s. I’ve learned a 
lot, it’s been a great experience and I look forward to putting that 
experience to use when I’m back in South Africa.  
 
“Until then, let’s all stay positive and hope we can get the show 
on the road, get racing going and help our industry to thrive once 
again.”  - TAB News. 

TEVEZ, the 
former top 
stakes-winning 
sprinter, is en-
joying retire-
ment with Can-
dice Bass-
Robinson at 
Milnerton. He 
is lead pony, 
and gets to roll 
in the sand 
first every day. 
That’s not gold 
dust on the 10-
year-old’s 
coat! Pic by 
Chase 
Liebenberg. 



3 

 

http://www.bsa.co.za/


4 

 

Make it as easy as possible for people to bet 
I’D like to highlight an area that I’ve always felt was a major roadblock to attracting new players and 
retaining existing ones to racing. The easiest thing tracks can do is to provide new and existing 
players with free access to accurate, clear, and concise data and information, writes JOE MIGLIORE 
of West Point Thoroughbreds, USA. 

There are countless times I find myself at the track 
with people who are having one of their first race-
track experiences.  
 
Whether it’s through my role as a syndicator with 
West Point Thoroughbreds or simply with close 
childhood friends from the Long Island and NYC 
area, I always end up trying to explain what must 
look like hieroglyphics to beginners in a racing form 
or program they probably purchased on the way in 
for $10.  
 
With beginners, this challenge is at most times in-
surmountable without a guide who can put things in 
familiar terms. A few tracks have made well-
intentioned moves and employed people to help 
newbies learn how to bet while at the races, but only 
so much can be learned in short conversations in 
person as horses approach the gate.  

 
Comprehensive online tutorials should be 
created and made readily available to  
newer players. 
 
The few that do get over the hump and really begin 
to grasp the handicapping concept are often turned 
off after seeing how inadequate, antiquated, and 

expensive it is to continue playing. How can we  
expect gamblers to choose a sport they know little 
about, with complexities that often take much trial 
and error to grasp, over a football game on Sunday 
without providing them every tool necessary to  
comprehend a race? If we don’t start doing so, I’m 
afraid they won’t.  -  TDN. 

JOE Migliore: Give punters good tools! 
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OUR CV-19 RELIEF TO OWNERS 

Buy wine online and win an Avontuur experience 
Lockdown is in full swing, but it makes sense to order your favourite wine in the meantime AND 
SAVE 20% whilst you’re hunkering down at home. Order NOW and delivery will take place anywhere 
in SA as soon as we get the go-ahead to do so. To reward you for your sale – every purchaser will 
be entered into our draw at month-end to win an Avontuur Estate Experience for 4 worth R1600!  

MORE DETAILS ON ORDERING WINE AND ENTERING DRAW, HERE. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
https://www.turftalk.co.za/ra-will-pay-cv-19-relief-to-owners/
https://news.wine.co.za/news.aspx?NEWSID=36376#.XrJqES7q0Ow.twitter
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READERS’ LETTERS 

JM BRADY AND PIERE STRYDOM 
 
WITH reference to your article on Tudor Rullah 
and Piere Strydom (TT News, 1 May), I remember 
that as a great ride in great times for racing.  
 
Trainer John Brady and I were ringing two horses 
near the old entrance to the training track at  
Newmarket, so many years ago.  
 
We noticed a diminutive figure standing near the 
entrance to the inner field, almost lost and hesitant 
to approach us. Scared is probably the right ex-
pression.  
 
The blonde curls are what caught Brady’s eye. 
Being his 6ft plus boisterous self, the hardened 
World War 2 Naval veteran in his gruff voice yelled 
across at this little guy to “come over here”.  
 
Probably shocked at this command, the young 
Piere Strydom gingerly made his way over to us. 
“What are you doing here” Brady snapped at him.    
“I’ve just come up from Port Elizabeth Sir, and I’m 
looking to ride some work.” 
 
 “Get a leg over that one there!” 
 
 “Yes sir”. 
 
What an introduction to the real world of the “old 
school” of racing! 
 
Been dying to share that story for many years. I 
remember that incident with Piere as if it were yes-
terday.  Word for word as it happened.   
 
John and I were good friends considering the age 
gap between us. The racing industry called him 
“Jim Brady”, maybe because his initials were ‘J.M’. 
We spent many interesting times together in the 
racing world with lots of good fun considering he 
was regarded as a really tough character. Which 
he was. But if he warmed to you he was kind and 
really supportive. 
 
Times have changed!  Paid R2-00 for a bale for 
teff ( much bigger bale than today ) and R10-00 
for a 50kg bag of racing cubes in those days. 
 
There are lots of anecdotes regarding Newmarket 
in those days.  It was an interesting place filled 
with loads of interesting characters and goings on. 
—Mike Bywater, Johannesburg 
 

WE LOVE ACACIA! 
 
Yoh, best edition of Turf Talk ever! (TT News,  29 
April). Absolutely brightened up our dark "Days of 
our Corona"! Acacia Courtney is an excellent tip-
ster, I for one loving Gulfstream Park! Thanks for a 
lekker publication. 
 
—Paul Alexander, Johannesburg 

SHEIKH Mohammed of Dubai has stepped in to help 
the fight against the coronavirus by purchasing 60 
tonnes of personal protective equipment (PPE). 
 
The leading owner and ruler of Dubai has donated the 
much-needed PPE for use by the National Health Ser-
vice. 
 
The first of several planes containing the cargo landed 
at Heathrow Airport on Thursday afternoon, with more 
planes expected. 
 
The equipment, which includes face masks, had been 
bought by Sheikh Mohammed from suppliers in China. 
 
A spokesperson for the Sheikh said the donation has 
been made because of his "deep and long-standing 
connections with the UK" and that "he is determined to 
do his bit to keep Britain's health workers safe". 
 
Britain remains under lockdown with the pandemic 
causing all racing to be called off since March 17. 

Of those testing positive for the coronavirus, 26,711 
have now died, an increase of 674 since Wednesday. 

But Prime Minister Boris Johnson said: "We are past 
the peak of this disease and we are on the downward 
slope." 

A plan to boost the economy will be set out next week. 
But any lessening of lockdown restrictions is subject to 
five key tests and Johnson said: "We must be sure 
that we can continue to protect the NHS and its ability 
to cope. 

"We must see a sustained fall in deaths. We must all 
make sure that the infection rate is falling. We've got 
to overcome the operational and logistical challenges 
on testing and PPE. 

"And most importantly we must all make sure that the 
measures we take do not risk a second spike that 
would overwhelm the NHS." - Racing Post. 
 

Sheikh Mo buys in bulk 

SHEIKH Mo is helping UK’s NHS. 
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CHAMPION hurdler Altior (High Chaparral) crossing Ascot High Street in Berkshire, UK. The Nicky Hender-
son stable celebrated Altior’s 10th birthday yesterday and the trainer reported that his own father , Johnny 
Henderson, would have been 100 years old on the same day: He said: “I have already been to see Altior 
this morning to give him a birthday carrot and pass on the kind comments from everyone – of which he’s 
very grateful, although I’m not sure he really understood what the fuss is all about! My father would have 
been 100 today and while he is sadly no longer with us, all of the family were planning on getting together 
tonight for a great big party to celebrate which would have included, sons, sisters, daughters, cousins, 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, nieces and nephews but unfortunately that will not happen and we have 
to resort to doing it all on something called Zoom which obviously won’t be quite the same but all the family 
will nevertheless be able get together to reminisce and mark the occasion.” 

Champions stop traffic 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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Strike R8 is a superb all-round horse product 
A remedy for ulcers, colic and tie-ups 

ADVERTORIAL 

KZN Breeders Association Chairman Ted Hughes and Nathan Kotzen of NK Racing recently  
discovered the wonders of Strike R8 and this is what they have to say about this fantastic  
supplement. 

"I started using Strike R8 on my horses to prevent 
ulcers and improve overall wellbeing and I am 
pleased with the results so far" -Ted Hughes. 
 
"Strike R8 is a great product, definitely helps  
horses that are prone to tying up! The horses 
seem to hold better condition and those prone to 
colic have had no colic so far whilst on the supple-
ment." - Nathan Kotzen 
 
So WHAT IS StrikeR8? 
 
-Strike R8 is formulated to combat and prevent 
problems associated with acid build-up. 
 
-Helps relieve symptoms of ulcer-induced pain, 
and to optimize digestive function in all horses 
 
-Assists in the reduction of ulcer incidence and  
severity 
 
-Improves performance of horses hampered by 
sore feet 
  
Prevents nutrition-related tying up in grain-fed 

horses 
 
-Helps alleviate fizzy behaviour in grain-fed horses 
 
-This special supplement is currently on special 
at Assagay Feeds for only R229 per 2.5kg tub. 
 
-Call Assagay Feeds on 031 768 1165 or email  
info@assagayfeeds.co.za for more information or to 
place in order.  - tt. 

Help for trainers in 
Kimberley 

TRAINER Cliffie Miller, who is in 
charge of a relief fund for Flamingo 
Park handlers, said that Epol  Feeds 
delivered feed bags last night, while 
Matthew, Marcus and Michael Sham 
of New Turf Carriers delivered teff. 
Financial contributions have been 
received from Brian Jossel, David  
Allan and an individual named 
“Brendan”. He  said: ‘We are grateful, 
every bit helps.” You can donate to 
this fund into the account WGC Miller 
Training, Standard Bank Savings, 
Kimberley. Acc: 10131187102. 

mailto:info@assagayfeeds.co.za
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A CAPUCCINO! 

 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

The Durban July in 1971 

HOW old were you when this photo was taken? Or were 
you still swinging from a tree somewhere? A truly beautiful 
occasion and a super photo of Mazarin (Preamble)  and 
‘Big Race’ Bertie Hayden with owner, Mrs. Tendereni and 
trainer Syd Laird after winning the 1971 Durban July  
Handicap. Looking on is the late Liz du Toit on the resident 
DTC lead horse at the time, the lovely grey, Battleship. 
(Thanks Vintage SA Racing and Joe Nagel). 

How’s your mental health today? 
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