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www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  Tuesday, 5 May 2020 

GROOMS based at Randjesfontein line up for Covid-19 testing. 

MMC, Mayor at Randjes to oversee CV1-19 tests 
JOHANNESBURG Mayor, Geoff Makhubo and Eunice Mgcina, MMC of Health & Social Development 
in the City of Johannesburg and ANC Deputy Chairperson in the Greater Johannesburg Region,  
visited Randjesfontein on Saturday to oversee the Covid-19 testing and screening of grooms  
working at the North Rand Training Centre. 

A mobile unit from the National Health Laboratory 
was used for the testing conducted by nurses and 
administrators and Mgcina said: “As part of the city’s 
month-long screening and testing drive, today we 
are visiting the North Rand Training Centre in Randj-
esfontein.” 
 
Sister Gloria Queen Motsatsing told: “We’re using  
cotton swabs and testing workers inside the mobile 
unit. We’re only getting samples from their mouths.  
We don’t go up their noses anymore, and test  
results are available within three days.” 
 
There are approximately 450 grooms resident in the 
hostels at the centre. They were also screened for 
temperature every day, in the four weeks  
preceding Saturday, and no Covid-19 cases were 
reported here.  
 
Makhubo commented:  “This was a good turnout of 
residents coming to test.  I urge people to     (to p3) 

 

TOP: Adrian Todd 
(SAEHP, left), with MC 
Eunice Mgcina (white 

cap), mayor Geoff  
Makhubo (green shirt), 
and Hilton Makhubedo 

(Randjes Facilities 
Manager) on the right. 
LEFT: Makhubo and 
NHLS nursing sister. 
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CV-19 TEST AT RANDJES (fm p1) 
 
go and test for Covid-19 at the closest testing and screening stations in their Region.” 
 
Also present was Adrian Todd, MD of South African Equine Health & Protocols (SAEHP).  He said that a 
similar extensive testing day was being planned for the grooms at Turffontein and will be arranged in  
consultation with the City Of Johannesburg soon. 
 
Todd thanked Makhubo, Mgcina and the Health Department and said: “Thank you for your efforts. Let’s aim 
to roll this out nationwide to protect racing’s participants. Racing and government have been working  
together very well during the Covid-19 crisis.”  - tt. 

Euthanasia is now an elephant in racing’s room! 
JANE Fonda — still going strong at age 82 — had the star role in Sydney Pollack’s 1969 movie They 
Shoot Horses, Don’t They?, recalls DAVID MOLLETT, writing in Business Day. 

Unlike the grim picture painted by trainer Mike de 
Kock regarding racing’s current crisis, the movie’s 
title grabbed the attention of film fans. 
 
But, in fact, it had nothing to do with horses. Its 
theme was that if a horse was in such a miserable 
shape it would automatically be shot, why should a 
human being be expected to endure it. 
 
In an outstanding video compiled by racing  
interviewer Andrew Bon on the effect of Covid-19 on 
racing, the words of De Kock will send a chill up the 
spine of every animal lover in the country. 
 
De Kock said that, “jobs and horse welfare are on 
the line if the government says no [to racing re-
sumption]. Loss of jobs and euthanasia are going to  
become a grim reality.”  (It now is, following the  
government’s feedback on Tuesday that racing will 
not be allowed under Level 4.—Editor) 
 
Yes, they do shoot horses, would be the dramatic 

answer to the question which Pollack’s movie  
poses. 
 
The euthanasia of any number of  racehorses will 
now be an unavoidable measure for some, and has 
become the proverbial ‘elephant in the room’.  
 
Sports and leisure horses, many of those retired 
from the racetrack, are in danger of losing their lives 
at private farms, riding schools and equestrian  
establishments which have served as retirement 
homes for ex-racehorses.  
 
With the coffers empty and no money flowing 
through racing, the ‘Second Home’ scenario will 
soon have little or no support as owners and even 
voluntary do-gooders are forced to cut back on 
costs, to ensure their own survival. 
 
Commissioned by Drakenstein Stud, Bon has put 
together a YouTube video — it has already had 
7,000 hits — which includes some of  the      (to p4) 
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EUTHANSIA, GRIM REALITY (fm p3) 
 
major players in the sport. In no particular order, 
they are Sean Tarry, De Kock, Adrian Todd, Vee 
Moodley, Hazel Kayiya, Geoff Woodruff, Paul  
Peter, Michael Azzie and Dean Alexander. They all 
make important points and recommendations. 
 
Who — many will ask — is Kayiya? This writer had 
never heard her name but — having watched her 
interview — her appointment as executive racing 
administrator at the National Horseracing Authority 
(NHRA) can be likened in football terms to “a major 
signing”. 
 
In my book, Kayiya, who started off with Gold Circle 
and then attended Mick Goss’s School of  
Excellence at Summerhill Stud, is the star of the 
video. 
 
She says she was not really into horses until she 
spent time at Summerhill, but is now passionate 
about thoroughbreds. “Racing is all about passion, 
our aim must be to get people to fall in love with 
horse racing. 
 
“The virus has had a ripple effect across the whole 
industry — we really must hope that government 
will give us the go-ahead to resume racing. We can 
prove we are able to put in measures of social  
distancing,” says Kayiya.  
 
It might be a good move for the NHRA to send this 
video to the relative ministers adding “please check 

out Hazel Kayiya’s comments”. 
 
The other interviewees all stress important points: “I 
don’t want to be putting horses down as this would 
have a knock-on effect as it would effect the groom’s 
family.” 
 
“At Randjesfontein training centre grooms live on 
site and receive food. Money is drying up as horses 
are a luxury item.” 
 
“We could probably hold out for another month but 
we don't want that.” And “everything costs the same 
as if we were racing.” 
 

Bon said: “This is the most indescribably 
difficult position horse racing has ever  
confronted. We hope, we pray. More I can-
not say though I would love to explode. 
 
“It’s all about the horse and his/her immediate mind-
er, the groom. The thought of mass euthanasia puts 
the fear of God into me. It’s simply unimaginable.” 
 
Bon’s wife, Sarah, a smart lady who always goes the 
extra mile for horses in her care, runs a riding school 
in the north of Johannesburg.  - tt. 
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Meanwhile, in France, things are on track 
RACING in France is on course to return behind closed doors at Longchamp next Monday, 
with France Galop president Edouard de Rothschild revealing Paris police have given permission 
for racing to resume on May 11. 

The possibility of fixtures scheduled for Paris 
tracks being moved to other venues outside the 
region had been mooted by leading French 
stakeholders in recent weeks, with the entirety 
of Paris deemed a 'red zone' in terms of Covid-
19 lockdown categorisation by the French gov-
ernment. 
 

In a map revealed by health minis-
ter Olivier Veran, French regions have 
been defined as green, orange or red 
zones, with green locations likely to see 
their lockdown restrictions lifted earlier 
than red areas. 
 
However, France Galop CEO Olivier Delloye 
insists that Paris's red zone status should not 
impact the return of French racing next Monday, 
with the backing of local police officials a  
significant boost for racing's return. 
 
De Rothschild tweeted on Monday: "We  
obtained and received from the Prefecture of 
Police in Paris authorisation to resume racing on 
May 11. This is great news, a real victory!"  - RP. 

TWO-year-olds in pre-training at The Fort Stud. “We do 
a lot of hill work which strengthens their core. After trot-
ting up the hill, we monitor their breathing and heart 
rates. These 2 year olds are fit and strong and ready to 
go to the trainers yards to start their new careers,” said 
Jill Fox of The Fort. 

Up on the hill... 

OUR CV-19 RELIEF TO OWNERS 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
https://www.racingpost.com/news/coronavirus/french-racing-eager-for-may-11-return-but-guineas-could-be-moved-from-paris/432250
https://www.racingpost.com/news/coronavirus/french-racing-eager-for-may-11-return-but-guineas-could-be-moved-from-paris/432250
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CTS purchase rakes in the dollars in HK 
CHEFANO, originally named Varquero when he was sold by Maine Chance Farms at 2016 Cape  
Johannesburg Premier Yearling Sale for R300,000, won Sunday’s Gr3 Queen Mother Memorial Cup 
Handicap (HK$3,25-million) over 2400m at Sha-Tin and will now be aimed at the Gr1 Champions & 
Chater Cup.  

Chefano was resolute in fighting off his rivals from 
the front. He set the clip and kept going strongly af-
ter being briefly headed, drawing away nicely for a 
2,75-length success over Savvy Nine. 

Jockey Matthew Chadwick commented: “He trav-
elled early, got an easy time in front and he was al-
ways going to outstay them,” Chadwick said. 

“I said he’d stay all day,” trainer John Moore said. 
“He’s by a sire, Silvano, who went over a mile and a 
half and he was off a light weight, so from that point 
of view I had no worries about getting the distance. 

Moore added: “He’ll go to the Gr1 Champions & 
Chater Cup but that’s set-weights so it’s going to be 
much more difficult. I will consider the Champions & 
Chater Cup for my other runners,” Moore said. 

Chicano, as Varquero, won or placed in four of his 
SA starts which included a third place to Monks 
Hood in the Gr 2 Dingaans. 

He was born from the five-time winning Al Mufti 
mare Valdovino, who is also dam of Vacquero’s use-

ful own sister Vino Veritas, a Gr2-placed filly. 

Chefano boasts career earnings of HK$5,16-million 
(app ZAR12,4-million). 
 
Maine Chance also bred the previous recent winner 
in Hong Kong, Bear Again (VAR), who was formerly 
named FLying Free and is a two-time winner for  
David Ferraris.  - Cape Thoroughbred Sales. 

CHEFANO, typical classy Silvano runner. 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 
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SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A CAPUCCINO! 

 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

Farewell, Alan Sutherland 

ALAN Sutherland, the prominent South African breeder 
and former All Black rugby star, passed away on Monday. 
He told some wonderful tales in an interview with Charl 
Pretorius back in 2010, and we’ve published the interview 
on our website. One of his stories concerned the second 
rugby test against the Springboks in 1970. Known as ‘The 
Test of 22 Stitches’, the injuries in this game included a 
loss of two teeth by Bok winger Sid Nomis courtesy of a 
Fergie McCormick elbow, a deep cut to hooker ‘Piston’ van 
Wyk’s forehead, McCormick’s scalp and Ian Mcrae’s hand 
and an even bigger gash to Alan’s face.  Read more on 
turftalk.co.za. 

Sea Cottage voted greatest of all 

SEA Cottage came up trumps in a poll called “Who was 
the Greatest South African Horse of all time” conducted by 
Snaith Racing. He received an astonishing 25 142 votes.  
In second place was Horse Chestnut, who also features in 
the Chase Liebenberg sketch above. The likes of  
Politician, Wolf Power, Hawaii and Pocket Power were  
other contenders in the poll. 
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