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PAST the 250m-mark in a 1000m contest and with many lengths to find, Tudor Rullah got up to win the 
1990 Listed Joseph Dorfmann Memorial sprint for Jean Heming and the mercurial Piere Strydom. 

Days of big hitters, pace and a legendary race 
The incredible ‘Tudor Rullah’ finish at Gosforth Park 

WE old-timers often get stuck in the time-machine fantasy, wishing we could go back in history, just 
for a day or two – to racing’s golden era, or to a time when imbecile-governance was nothing more 
than a twisted vision of horror in a cheap LSD trip. 

Our flight away from horror, today, is to racing on 1 
December 1990 at Gosforth Park. The Germiston 
track - for those who didn’t enjoy the pleasure of  
visiting it before the asset was dreadfully  
cast aside -  was a beautiful, intimate place which, 
due to having smaller public areas with  
strategically placed and manicured gardens, was 
often packed to capacity. 
 
On any given race day in this period jockeys like 
Jeff Lloyd, and the youngster Doug Whyte, Wei-
chong Marwing and Piere Strydom would take each 
other on, week after week, in races that brought 
these large crowds to their feet. 
 
“Striker” was on his first youthful peak. He rode the 
whole Pick 6 at this track, in this very era, and was 

the talk of the town – when ‘the ‘town’ meant the 
whole country – front-page news! The blonde 
bomber was just rattling off doubles, and trebles, 
and fours, and fives, like they were going out of 
fashion. 
 
When Piere lost on what was considered ‘good 
things’, he’d come in for a lot of stick. He was 
known as a ‘late-comer’ in his early career, as 
many of his races were won from far back, on  
lightly weighted runners. When his mounts arrived a 
fraction too late, hell broke loose, sometimes.  
Owners got annoyed, expecting him to win every 
time, and passed on the pressure to trainers. Big 
gambles were landed, and lost. 
 
And so, on this day, Piere had lost the ride  (to p2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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TUDOR RULLAH AND PIERE (fm p1) 
 
on Mike Azzie’s speed machine Overdog to Douglas 
Whyte in the Listed Joseph Dorfmann Memorial 
Handicap over 1000m, a race featuring the likes of 
Water Kingdom, Sounds Of Light, Harrington and 
Phineas Fogg, a sprinters’ brigade of rare quality. 
 
Piere’s agent, a renowned young car dealer from 
Pretoria named Louis Goosen, secured a late ride 
for his jock on the filly Tudor Rullah (Red Regent—
Little Sally) for trainer Jean Heming, and he  
recalled: “Scratchings were on Tuesday and I had 
confirmed the ride on Overdog for Piere. 
 
“On the Saturday before scratchings, Piere got beat 
on a horse which was going for 3 or 4 wins in a row. 
Piere had won the previous races on the horse. Af-
ter the final sprint-up for that race, Piere's feedback 
was that the horse was well, but not really ‘firing’. 
 
“The stories grew and grew and by the time  
Saturday came, the story was going around that 
Piere was no good on the horse. Piere ran a good 
2nd, riding for his life. In fact, a very good run at the 
weights. 
 
“Come Tuesday, before scratchings closed, we 
found that Piere was taken off Overdog and that 
Dougie Whyte was on. Luckily Ma Heming came 
through to scratchings and decided to declare the 
outsider Tudor Rullah as a runner, as it was a  
Feature and a small field.  
 
“She asked Gary Daly, the official on duty, which 
jocks were available. When she heard that Piere 
had become available she called me and I took the 
ride. This was 30 years ago and we were going for 
the Championship, so it was better to have a ride 
than to sit in the jockey room – even though Tudor 
Rullah was to be a filly in a stunning field of male 
runners. 
 
“Piere grumbled a bit about the ride, but in those 
days, I made the call and he found out what he was 
riding when fields came out. This way, we kept him 
out of the bad books when we were offered more 
than one horse in a race and decisions had to be 
made. He could easily blame me. 
 
“Tudor Rullah was a smart filly, but she was known 
to be outpaced in a Turffontein 1200. So, in a  
Germiston 1000, the fastest 1000m race in SA , 
she’d be hopelessly outpaced. This was why, even 
with Piere up, she was at long odds, could’ve been 
near 20-1 or higher when they jumped. 
 
“Obviously, Piere felt hard done by for losing Over-
dog. Also, those were the days when the pace was 
really hot, in all races. And Piere rode the race of his 
life. Even if he ran 3rd or 4th, it would have been a 
cracking run over the Germiston 1000, for the friend-
less in the betting, 1200m filly, Tudor Rullah. 
 
“Most jocks would have settled for that, going 
through the 250m mark with near 10 lengths to find. 

But, that legendary balance, weightless rhythm and 
trademark "squeeze" from Piere, put Tudor Rullah's 
nose in front, at the line. 
 
“My phone ran off the hook whenever nominations 
came out after that and the job of getting rides was 
much easier and the Championship became a  
reality.” 
 
Strydom, relaxing at home today, told Turf Talk: 
“The Tudor Rullah ride was one of the most satisfy-
ing wins of my career, a great win indeed. She was 
quite talented, but had been completely outpaced 
over 1200m so on that would find it hard to match 
strides with some very good colts and geldings. 

 
“On the day she jumped quite well, but was 
slow into stride and we were way out of our 
ground with 600m to go. I decided just to hold 
her together without putting her under pres-
sure. They were absolutely cracking it up front. 
The best I could do was to keep her in touch 
among the backmarkers. If we’d rushed, she 
would’ve burnt out chasing them. 
 
“At the 400m, Tudor Rullah was travelling well still, 
probably 10 lengths off, but the pacemakers were 
not getting further away now and she kept steady 
until 200m out. Off the hot pace, she started finding 
extra, and the front ones started coming back to us. 
A bit of both happened at the same time, Tudor  
Rullah found more, and Overdog and company 
started running out of breath. 
 
“With 100m to run I felt that something may just 
happen, Tudor Rullah was grinding and making up 
ground hand over fist. I had the post in my sight, we 
weren’t going to get there and then we were. She 
collared them with 10m to run and won going away. 
It was a fantastic feeling, and I even got a broad 
smile from Mrs Heming after the race. She was a 
tough cookie, always reserved at the races. She 
was aware of my wish to win this race, and was 
happy to have helped.”  RACE REPLAY HERE. 

Piere is keeping fit in lockdown with his  
girlfriend Chrisna looking after him. “We’re at 
Chrisna’s house, she has a gym and a pool and 
I’m exercising every day, my weight looks 
good,” he said.  - tt. 

https://youtu.be/uiRrXI96oDU
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ASHBURTON trainer Gary Rich eased off on his string in the first few weeks of the lockdown but has 
stepped up their work in anticipation of a return to racing. “My grooms are just as keen to race as I am, and 
we’re all smiling and keeping spirits up,” said Rich. Ashburton workers are getting tested daily and, like at 
other centres, there have been no positive tests for Covid –19 in six weeks. Rich has nominated his three-
time winning stayer Clouds Of Witness for the Highland Night Handicap over 2400m next week and said: 
“He’s an honest, out-and-out stayer and one I actually kept rolling during lockdown. So if he’s good 
enough, and the race takes place, we’ll have a shout.” 

“We’re all still smiling!” 



5 

 

ACACIA’S GULFSTREAM TIPS 

GULFSTREAM FRIDAY  FIELDS 

AN IDEAL PRODUCT FOR STABLE STAFF TESTING. 

Phone 083 231 7591 for more details 

RA’S RELIEF GRANT TO OWNERS 
DETAILS HERE. 

Santa Anita to race 15 May 

SANTA Anita Park on Thursday  
released a condition book laying out 
next month's racing calendar should 
the Arcadia, California, track receive 
the needed approvals to reopen on 
May 15. 

Santa Anita is hoping to run behind 
closed doors once California's "safer-at
-home" mandate ends after the local 
health department in March declared 
racing a non-essential business. Morn-
ing training has continued, meantime. 

Racing would continue on a Friday-
Sunday basis along with Memorial Day 
on Monday, May 25, and include eight 
stakes races. 
 
In a letter to horsemen earlier this 
week, Santa Anita gave notice of the 
incoming condition book -- saying that 
a return to racing under its enhanced 
safety protocols causes "no additional 
risk to the 750 people who currently 
live onsite or to the community at 
large."  
 
Santa Anita did race for a time behind 
closed doors at the onset of the COVID
-19 pandemic before shut down.—
horseracingnation.com 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
https://www.gulfstreampark.com/docs/default-source/daily-picks/friday-may-1.pdf?sfvrsn=2
mailto:news.tabonline.co.za/FieldsPDF/International/GULFSTREAM(USA)@2020.05.01.pdf
https://www.turftalk.co.za/ra-will-pay-cv-19-relief-to-owners/
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UK Tote moves to help battling Irish equivalent 
THE UK Tote is to take over the operation of the off-course business of Tote Ireland in a major  
seven-year alliance designed to breathe life into the latter's pool betting ambitions - but with job 
losses one of the outcomes. 

The deal is to begin on January 1, 2021 following 
what have been described as "extensive negotiations 
over a number of months" between HRI, Tote Ireland 
and the UK Tote Group. 
 
At its heart is an arrangement for the UK Tote Group 
to control Tote Ireland's off-course business, allowing 
Tote Ireland to “build a stronger and more agile on-
course presence in Ireland”. In recent years, its on-
course and off-course revenues have collapsed, with 
the loss of Israeli betting into the pool in 2018 a major 
setback. 
 
Tote Ireland’s total betting revenues in 2019, as  
reported in its fact book, came to €55.5 million, a 
massive 43 per cent decline on a figure of €97.8m 
two years earlier. Last year’s off-course trade came 
to almost €45m, a 48 per cent decline on the €86m of 
business done in 2017. 
 
The move was born of a need to arrest that decline, 
and HRI’s review of the subsidiary had also explored 
a full or partial sale. This option avoids that, but it 
means there will be job losses. 
 
HRI chief executive Brian Kavanagh said: “Tote  
Ireland has struggled in recent years as the betting 
market has changed significantly and a small Tote 
like ours does not have access to funds or capital to 

invest in product development or technology, so 
we sat down with UK Tote group some months 
back and realised there were a lot of synergies in 
this. They were attracted by the Irish racing prod-
uct and its marketability internationally and we 
managed to complete this arrangement.” 
 
Confirming imminent job losses, Kavanagh added: 
“There will be restructuring. We will engage with 
the staff over the coming weeks and work from 
there. Tote Ireland will be a different sort of  
company next year, it could not continue the way it 
is, and unfortunately it will lead to some job  
losses.” 

Kavanagh described the venture as a commercial 
partnership, rather than a sale or a takeover. 
“Commercial partnership or alliance reflects it,” he 
said of the nature of the deal. “They have the sort 
of expertise we need in terms of opening up inter-
national markets whereas we have the local 
knowledge in terms of the Irish racing programme 
among other things.” 
 
"That is typical of the betting market generally. And 
if you look at Totes in general, it is very unusual to 
see a small Tote like ours surviving on its own. I 
see it very much as an opportunity rather than a 
threat.  - Racing Post, extract. 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Friday’s aaah… moment 

OUR ‘Aaah.. Moment” photos need no captions. Captions 
are captured in the captive moment, and our heads are 
spinning too much in this bizarre and absurd time to think 
one up anyway. Nice pic, though, and we’ll look for a few 
more. Breaaathe… Love… Forgive…            (Or just KILL?) 

Living with fully-blown fake news 

‘Hey, biatch! Horses can’t get Covid-19!” 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A CAPUCCINO! 

 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:info@thefortstud.co.za
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