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THE prolific mare Bounty, with her foal Hay Sister (King Of Kings). 

Bountiful mare was saved from an abattoir 
The Fort’s charming dame has had 16 foals in 17 years 

IN 2003 Suzanne Hart got a call from a friend in Standerton saying that there was a mare at the  
abattoir with a foal at foot. Suzanne arranged to purchase the mare and foal from the abattoir and 
transport them to Natal. She asked me if I would board them for a while, writes JILL FOX of The Fort 
Stud. 

And so, the mare ‘Bounty’ arrived. She was in  
extremely bad condition, very wild and wary of  
humans. She had been dragged by a rope around 
her neck and had no skin on her near side.  
 
To this day, we do not know her breeding, only that 
she came from somewhere near Standerton. She 
arrived from literally nowhere, but she has been a 
tremendous asset to our farm – a South African 
mare that has brought us much happiness and  
success. 
 
Anybody looking for a broodmare to produce com-
petition horses, would have seen Bounty and looked 
at another mare. We tried to ride her when she first 
arrived, but she disliked this and dumped her rider 
every time.  
 
I decided to use Bounty as a Nanny mare, but after 

she’d produced her 2
nd

 foal for me and I sold him for 
R100 000, we decided that she should just be used 
as a broodmare. She was very happy with this deci-
sion and has continuously produced the most  
amazing offspring that have given many people joy, 
love and success.  
 
In due course, Suzanne’s circumstances changed 
and she offered Bounty to me. I agreed to take  
ownership of Bounty, because I needed a “nanny 
mare” and because she had the best shaped knees 
I had ever seen. 
 
To start, the foal that Bounty came with, died a few 
years later of AHS (interesting as Bounty had proba-
bly never been vaccinated). In all, however, she has 
had 16 foals in 17 years. Now I know what you are 
going to say, how old is Bounty? Remember, you 
never ask a Lady her age!  She’s as happy  (to p2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za


2 

 

THE BOUNTIFUL MARE (fm p1) 
 
and healthy as can be, and in foal again.  
 
Bounty likes being a mother and when she has had 
enough, she will tell us. She does not kick or bite 
and is easy to work with, as I am sure Dr. Allen  
Bechard, her veterinarian, will confirm. He has suc-
cessfully scanned and vaccinated her for the last 18 
years.  

 
Bounty has passed her wonderful knees on 
to every foal she had produced, every sin-
gle foal has had perfect knees and, like it is 
with thoroughbred racehorses, good knees 
are always a big advantage with jumpers. 
 
All those years ago, Bounty was put in foal to  
Sebastian and had a filly called Sage, who  
competed successfully in Johannesburg, in  
provincial showing teams. 
 
I put her in foal to Alnwick (Harry Hotspur)  
the Champion Sprinter, and she had Moozlie, who 
is now known as Falklands Honey. She has been 
in the KZN Showing team and the KZN 90cm Show 
Jumping team. Merlin’s Magic, also by Alnwick,  
represented KZN in provincial showing teams. 
 
Then I put Bounty in foal to Callador, a Welsh 
Mountain Pony of Trish Vales breeding, she  
produced Taffy who is a brilliant nanny to all the 
weanlings when they are weaned,  and following 
that she had Poppet. Poppet, herself, needs a full 
page of all the championships and Victor Lodorums 
she has won with my son James riding her in  
showing. She’s a very special pony. 
 
After those, Bounty foaled down with Wizard’s 
Wand, by Alnwick. He is a 17hh horse, Bounty is 
only 15.1hh, and Alnwick was only 16hh. I compet-
ed him in Dressage up to Medium level until he was 
8, and then started showjumping him. He is jumping 
1m with ease and could go up. But this will depend 
on the old girl on top (that’s me). I have also event-
ed him. 
 
Eve de Vescy also by Alwnick, was a champion 
show horse and then became a brilliant  
showjumper, winning continuously for her junior 
rider and now jumping 1.20m. 
 
Paragon, by Requim, is showjumping successfully 
at SANESA. 
 
Then came Sharmans Spirit by The Sheik, Keira 
by the Sheik, Raistlin by Don Colour. They have all 
giving their owners much joy.   
 
Bounty’s next foal was by King of Kings and is 
called Hay Sister, she is now a very happy stock 
horse, her best friend being a blind bull.  
 
I then put her in foal to Quantico, a Warmblood Stal-
lion competing successfully in Dressage. And, wow 

she produced Gandalf, he is an exceptional looking 
3-year old, showing dressage ability that could take 
him to the Olympics. 
 
Bounty foaled again, this time after her mating with 
Peter Choice’s Australian Stock Horse Bundy, a 
supper filly, Rose Eileen, who is 2 years old. 
 
We then tried to AI her with frozen semen from Sir 
Oldenburg, unfortunately this was unsuccessful, and 
she did not produce that year. 
 
The next breeding season we used frozen semen 
from Formidable, a German Dressage horse and 
she produced a stunning filly called Fairamay, who 
is now a weanling. 
 
Bounty is now in foal to Ronnie Lawrence’s stallion, 
the wonderful Optimus, she is due in December. 
Best wishes by the way to Ronnie, was has been ill 
and is recovering.  -tt. 
 
*The Fort Stud stands the successful Storm Cat 
stallion Brave Tin Soldier, sire of Rabada, Run-
ning Brave, Brave Mary, Illuminate and many 
other top runners. “He is arguably the best-
performed stallion in KZN and he deserves more 
support, he only got 10 mares last year,” said Jill 
Fox. 

WIZARD’s WAND, the 17-hander. 

POPPET, with James Fox up. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1


3 

 

http://www.bsa.co.za/


4 

 

GRAN Blanco (Kahal, 2011), was the first white thoroughbred born in South Africa. 

One whiter in a few shades of grey 
MIKE McHardy of Rathmor Stud in the Kwazulu-Natal midlands was given the fright of his life on 
September 15, 2011 when his top Rakeen broodmare Perakeen gave birth to a white foal by the then 
Summerhill Stud stallion Kahal, writes DAVID THISELTON. 

It was the first time in South African history that a 
white thoroughbred foal had been born. 
 
The layman would be surprised to learn this as 
many “white” thoroughbreds are seen, even at the 
racecourse. 
 
However, these horses are actually greys. 
 
Greys are born with a base colour, usually bay, 
chestnut or black, but an inherited gene slowly re-
moves pigment from the coat and they might eventu-
ally appear to be white. 
 
The white colt was named Gran Blanco. 
 
White patterned horses of any breed fall under a 
category of horse known as Pinto. 
 
The Rathmor stud colt had an unusual pattern called 
Medicine Hat in that he was white all over except for 
his ears which were chestnut. 
 
McHardy said at the time, “It was frightening. I don’t 
know whether to be happy or sad and at first I  
wondered why this had to happen to one of my best 
mares. He is definitely by Kahal, there is no doubt.”  
 
The world’s first ever white thoroughbred registered 

was a filly born in 1963 in Kentucky called White 
Beauty. She was a genetic mutation.  
 
By the end of 2005, only 48 white thoroughbreds 
had been registered in history, but 28 of these  
occurred between 2001 and 2005 as a result of the 
American Paint Horse Association, which  
specifically breeds unusually coloured  
thoroughbreds and quarter horses.  
 

White colouring, whether white markings, 
white patterns or dominant white, is  
collectively known as depigmentation  
phenotypes, and is caused by areas of 
skin that lack pigment cells. 
 
It has various genetic causes, but much of the ge-
netics behind all-white depigmentation phenotypes 
is still unknown. 
 
Alan Bechard, a Midlands veterinarian, sent a DNA 
sample of the Rathmor Stud foal to Onderstepoort 
where experts confirmed the parentage and at-
tempt to identify the genes that had caused the 
colouring. 
 
Northern Dancer, the great stallion who appears in 
most thoroughbred pedigrees today, is      (to p6) 
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ADMIRAL Kitten (USA). This gorgeous Gr1 winning son of Kitten's Joy stands in the Karoo at 
Southford Stud with David Southey. Photographed at his previous home in the Moutonshoek valley, 
Admiral Kitten will have nine foals representing him at BSA’s National Yearling Sale in July. (Romi  
Bettison). 

Nine will go to National Yearling Sale 
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ACACIA’S GULFSTREAM TIPS 

GULFSTREAM, THURSDAY FIELDS 

WHITE SHADE OF GREY (fm p4) 

 

said to be an example of a minimally 
marked sabino, a colour pattern that 
falls under the Pinto term, and he and 
some of his offspring have occasionally 
passed on this gene. 
 
Gran Blanco has Northern Dancer in 
his male and female lines and this is 
perhaps where the colouring could 
have originated from. 
 
Perakeen, who is by the Northern 
Dancer sire Rakeen, won five races 
and was a runner up in a Grade 3 and 
a Listed race. 
 
She had produced two previous foals, 
a bay colt by King Of Kings and a bay 
colt by Miesque’s Approval, and both 
were selected for the National Yearling 
Sale.  
 
Subsequent to Gran Blanco she went 
on to produce two winners. 
.  
Gran Blanco was in training with Rob-
bie Sage for a while but did not have 
the best of legs and never made it to 
the races. 
 
He was eventually gelded and became 
a showjumper.—Gold Circle. 
 

AN IDEAL PRODUCT FOR STABLE STAFF TESTING. 

Phone 083 231 7591 for more details 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
https://gulfstreampark.com/docs/default-source/daily-picks/thursday-april-30.pdf?sfvrsn=2
mailto:news.tabonline.co.za/FieldsPDF/International/GULFSTREAM(USA)@2020.04.30.pdf
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Race over, when he gets to track! 

STRETCHING out for trainer Candice Bass-Robinson at Milnerton is Green Street International and  
partners’ smart two-year-old colt Purple Cloud, touched off by a good sort on his debut and then an eye-
catching fourth in the Gr3 Kenilworth Nursery on Derby Day.  Likely not to miss next time… at this point  
that will be this weekend.  But who knows?  (Pic: Chase Liebenberg). 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/


8 

 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

A great name from a great era 

HARVEY Smith and his three-year-old son, Robert, riding 
bareback on one of the UK’s 1960's legendary  
show-jumpers, Warpaint, on the Yorkshire moors over-
looking Bingley, Harvey's home town. Smith competed in 
two Summer Olympics, his best finish was fourth in the 
individual show jumping event at Munich in 1972. He later  
became a television commentator for the BBC. 

HOME Guard (Penthouse II—Storm Lily), trained by Henry 
Eatwell, set (and still holds) the South Africa record for win-
ning his first 11 starts, of which 9 were feature races includ-
ing the SA Nursery Plate (by 7.5 lengths), Benoni Guineas 
(by 5 lengths) and the SA Derby. Home Guard’s winning 
streak ended in the 1969 July Handicap when, as the hot  
favourite, he was beaten 0.75 of a length by Naval Escort 
to who he was conceding 4.5kg. He would go on to add the 
1970 Summer Handicap, the 1971 Hawaii Stakes and the 
1971 Woolavington Stakes to his resume, before ending off 
his career with a 2nd to Mazarin in the 1971  
Champion Stakes. He won 14 races in total. in 1985 at the 
age of 20 Home Guard made a much appreciated and 
loved appearance at Newmarket (photo) with James Maree 
taking him through his paces on parade. (Thanks to 
Charles Baker). 

...and one from a different country 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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