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CTS Ready To Run 2020: Tailored to suit. 

CTS adapts R2R Sales format to  
withstand market challenges 

CAPE Thoroughbred Sales (CTS) are customising the format of the 2020 renewal of the Ready To 
Run Sale to accommodate vendors in a hugely challenging year for the industry. 

While the popular sale will return to its customary 
venue at Durbanville, and in its customary timeslot 
on Friday, 27 November 2020, a number of  
changes will be instituted to adapt to market  
turbulence, which is expected to prevail for the  
duration of this year and possibly thereafter. 
 
The adjusted sale will have two sections: 

1) Ready To Run horses which will gallop before 
the sale 

2) 2-y-o horses, unbroken 
 
A maximum of 300 horses will be catalogued, with a 
selections process if over-subscribed. 
 
Wéhann Smith, CEO of CTS, said that the      (to p2) 
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CTS READY TO RUN 2020 (fm p1) 
 
company felt a responsibility to clients and  
horses. The Sale will provide another  
opportunity to offload stock for breeders, and 
give many horses a chance in life which they 
might otherwise not have had.  
 
“We realise this is going to be a very tough 
year, hence our decision to expand the 
Sale,” Smith said. “Any decisions on incen-
tive races will be made before the end of Au-
gust, at which time entries for the Sale will 
close. We hope to have more certainty about 
the state of the market by then.” 
 
The CTS R2R Sale has been hugely successful 
in terms of the number of big race performers to 
have come from it.  It has produced a host of 
Graded and stakes performers including Red 
Ray (stallion), Rabada (stallion) Captain Ameri-
ca, Liege, Sergeant Hardy, Bold Respect, Brave 
Mary, Hero’s Honour, Surcharge and  
Takingthepeace, to name but a few. 
 
Smith added: “This sale has become synony-
mous with high-profile winners and a return on 
investment, and we are committed to keeping it 
up there as one of the most buyer-friendly  
thoroughbred sales in the global bloodstock  
industry.  - tt. 

If we’re lucky, this weekend 
 
WE are all hoping that racing will be given government 
support to resume from 1 May – obviously behind closed 
doors and with all the necessary sanitization, PPE and 
social distancing measures in place. 
 
This unfortunately excludes Kimberley at this stage,  
given the more challenging logistics involved in staging 
race meetings there. 
 
As such, the Kimberley meeting scheduled for Monday 4 
May has been cancelled – with the likelihood that the 
remaining two Kimberley fixtures in May (11th and 18th) 
will also need to be cancelled depending on the direc-
tives from government. 
 
The fixtures for the first 4 days of May are now as  
follows :- 
 
Friday 1 May – Kenilworth (previously Saturday 2 May) 
Saturday 2 May  – Turffontein   
Sunday 3 May – Greyville 
Monday 4 May – Fairview (previously Friday 1 May) 
 
We thereby avoid a blank day on Monday 4 May and 
means that Derby day at Turffontein on Saturday 2 May 
is now a stand-alone fixture.  When we know more from 
government, we will potentially make further changes to 
the fixture list in May.—Phumelela. 

UK racing prepares for early May comeback 
THE fact that racing has been taking place around the world, in America, Australia and Hong Kong, 
and plans are moving ahead in France, Germany and Ireland, suggest that the sport is better 
equipped to take place behind closed doors and under the necessary social-distancing guidelines 
than other major sports. 

This is the positive sentiment out of Britain this 
morning as bookmakers shortened the odds of a 
return to racing in May to 2-5. 
 
The Racing Post reports that the BHA’s chief medi-
cal adviser Dr Jerry Hill is expected to take part in a 
series of government meetings alongside  
representatives from other sports as they bid to  
return to action as soon as possible. 
 
These meetings will be designed to help sport  
resume within weeks and involve discussions with 
the team of the government’s chief medical officer. 
Prime minister Boris Johnson has been briefed on 
the plan, according to a BBC report. 
 
Health experts will examine the specifics of each 
sport to see what protocols would be required to get 
each up and running, meaning some will be able to 
return sooner than others. 
 
It has been widely reported that racing is  
considered to be among a handful of sports in line 
for an early return when government restrictions 
allow.  - from Sporting Post. 

US racing workers fight on 
 

OSCAR De La Torre, who advocates on behalf of 
backstretch workers (stable employees, handlers, 
etc) at California racetracks, is organizing a grass-
roots awareness campaign before the Los Angeles 
County Board of Supervisors, which is reviewing a 
proposal from Santa Anita Park ito resume spectator-
free racing during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
Santa Anita voluntarily began running races with no 
on-site attendance on March 12. There were no  
incidents or reports of COVID-19 positive tests. Nev-
ertheless, racing was suspended March 27 by the LA 
County Department of Health. Night-time Quarter 
Horse racing continues at Los Alamitos in neighbour-
ing Orange County and in several other states. 
 
“More than 750 backstretch workers risk losing  
income, housing and health benefits. We are making 
a responsible and reasonable request to protect  
public health and the well-being of horses and work-
ers. California horse racing can assist economic  
recovery.”   - Paulick Report. 
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AS with any other form of gambling, you can win big bucks if you become an EXPERT. Educate 
yourself on Swedish Harness Racing, and come and take some of the loot on offer from 18:20  
onwards at AXEVALLA harness track this evening. For betting guide and tips, click on the banner 
right below this.   

THIS pic hails from Gosforth Park  - a Jockeys International held in 1985 and sponsored by Smirnoff. The 
SA team members seen at the back (l to r) are Robbie Sham, Felix Coetzee, Bartie Leisher, Basil Marcus 
and Karl Neisius (Patrick Wynne not in photo).  In front (l to r) are the internationals Willie Carson (UK)  
Darren Gauci (Australia), Robert King jr (Canada), Tony Ives (UK), Pat Eddery (UK) and Steve “The Kid” 
Cauthen (USA).—Thanks to Tex Lerena for identifying the internationals.  

‘All Star’ contest, 1985 

http://www.bettingworld.bet/Sport/Default.aspx
http://news.tabonline.co.za/Fields-Tips/Sweden-Betting-Tips-and-Previews
mailto:news.tabonline.co.za/FieldsPDF/International/AXEVALLA(SWE)@2020.04.28.pdf


5 

 

SNAITH Racing has kept followers busy with news and interesting reader polls during lockdown. The latest 
is, WHO WAS THE GREATEST SOUTH AFRICAN RACEHORSE OF ALL TIME?, with the note: 
“Greatness is measured by courage and heart. While there are many that justify an inclusion, we had to cut 
the list significantly, from 32 champions to ten – apologies if we overlooked your favourite. The poll runs 
until midnight on Sunday May 3rd.” Hawaii (photo) is one of the ten selected, the debate is raging. So,  
mirror, mirror on the wall, who is greatest of them all? Go to Snaith Racing on Facebook to cast a vote. 

Mirror, Mirror, on the wall…? 

https://www.facebook.com/snaithracing/posts/1366188586901694?__tn__=K-R
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Egg (on your face) challenges 

AUSTRALIA’s star jockey Hugh Bowman has done the oh-
so-silly Covid-19 ‘Egg Challenge’ in his bath, and it has 
been posted on social media. This senseless ritual is being 
performed around the world, and originally arose from 
boredom and alcohol-induced attempts at humour. It may 
well have originated in the backyard of an intoxicated 
South African  having a braai and the customary three-too-
many Klippies-and-Coke, and that would be almost as  
embarrassing as the acts carried out by South Africa’s  
Police Minister. Well, actually… no. Perhaps Bheki the  
Hatman is right, we should keep the ban on alcohol going 
to prevent egg-challenges from happening. What is the 
purpose of this? Seeing who can hold their vomit in the 
longest?  Solidarity? Solidarity with who? People folding 
over in hunger and getting kicked in the face for sourcing 
food? Let’s get out there, ourselves, find charities with no 
thieves in the chain of delivery, and donate food to the  
desperate and needy. This lockdown must end. 

It’s all due to lockdown madness! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
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