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THE Main Entrance Gate at the Vaal Racecourse. 

We’re coping remarkably well with CV-19 
RACING INDUSTRY UNITES TO FIGHT VIRUS  

COVID-19 lockdown time has been a busy period for the South African Health and Protocols 
(SAEHP), whose work behind the scenes has continued unabated. 

Adrian Todd, CEO of SAEHP, told Turf Talk on 
Monday that Equine Disease Control is regarded as 
a so-called essential service in this time. 
 
“We’re are working with the Department of  
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) and  
continuing our African Horse Sickness (AHS)  
surveillance,” said Todd. “March, April and May are 
normally high-risk months.  Surveillance continues, 
we simply can’t stop the control of one disease in 
favour of another.” 
 
“The lockdown period has given us the time to  
reflect and our staff are working as hard as possible 
ensuring that our internal auditing systems are in 
place in preparation for the EU audit. SAEHP is also 
in the process of completing  a final funding drive to 
ensure that our goal of exporting bloodstock is 
reached.  
 
“Disease control, as we are all well aware, is not a 
stop-and-start process. Our AHS risk mitigation pro-

cedures must stay in place. Even though no 
transport permits are being issued right now, our 
admin staff are busy processing vaccination  
permissions for the controlled zones.” 
 
Todd said that SAEHP continues to be involved 
in assisting with the control measures for Covid-
19.  “It has been difficult but rewarding. A crisis 
tends to bring out the worst and the best in  
people and racing people have been at their best 
in their support.” 
 
“This is South Africa’s last chance to finally get our 
exports approved. As we all work after Covid-19, 
exports will be one of the vital aspects in the  
rebuilding of racing’s economy. 
 
“The Racing Association (RA) has taken the lead in 
funding the Covid-19 risk controls and really must 
be commended for all the work they have done in 
this crisis in all areas.   

(to page 3) 
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SA RACING AND COVID-19 (FM  p1) 
 
“It has been refreshing to see the industry come  
together, we have been working to continually improve 
Covid-19 control measures for all racing’s  
participants. 
 
“The NHA has also done a superb job in liaising with 
government on these issues, and preparing a  
portfolio of racing’s risk mitigation measures. 

 
“We haven’t had a single positive 
test in this time…” 
 
“Our measures at the training centres include access 
control, temperature screenings and sanitation protocols 
and we are very pleased to report that we  
haven’t had a single positive test in this time. We have 
two nursing sisters on our staff permanently on call for 
the Highveld racetracks and conducting Covid-19 
screening. 
 
“These measures are constantly improving and  
revolving and are vital in our fight to protect our racing 
people against the virus.”  - tt. SCREENING notice for staff at training centres. 

YEARLINGS at Jan Mantel’s Millstream Farm will have to wait a few months longer for their trip to the TBA 
Sales Complex at Gosforth Park for NYS, by which time they will be almost two years of age. Doesn’t  
matter though, perhaps Millstream and all the other vendors will get better prices when all the sale’s  
offerings will be a touch more mature, and they’ll be happy with that! Millstream will be selling a nice variety 
of 12 yearlings raised at the farm and as agent for Gary Player and Rathmore Stud. See www.bsa.co.za. 

http://www.bsa.co.za
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AS with any other form of gambling, you can win big bucks if you become an EXPERT. Educate 
yourself on Swedish Harness Racing, and come and take some of the loot on offer from 18:20  
onwards at ESKILSTUNA this evening. For betting guide and tips, click on the banner right below 

Mark’s nuggets of gold 
 
RACING expert Mark van Deventer has the following 
advice for punters trying their luck on the various 
overseas betting opportunities. 
 
He writes: “A simple method to quickly define the con-
tenders at any track is to concentrate on the best jock-
eys. A case in point - the top five jockeys currently ac-
count for 74% of winners at Happy Valley and Sha Tin. 
Moreira and Purton are both 20% riders who rule the 
roost in HK, Titan and Ho click at 12% each with Chad 
Schofield a 10% merchant.  
 
“Just betting blindly on the top guys is not going to cut it. 
You’ll need to be creative when betting to actually make 
money from these stats. Get in the right hitting zone  
focusing on the mounts of the most adept riders who 
have the best opportunities. 
 
“The trainer rankings are less distinctive with the majority 
of HK conditioners sending out around 10% winners to 
runners. Nothing notable there. However, a potentially 
useful angle combining the jockey, trainer and class fac-
tor is to support a horse when it drops in class and gets 
a rider switch to one of the top five jockeys.  
 
“Big samples from tracks around the world show it to be 

a consistently profitable play, at the right odds. 
It’s an elegantly simple system that makes 
sense. Class droppers win more often than 
class risers, smart trainers use the top riders 
when their well-meant horses are in peak condi-
tion and teed up to run huge races, and the best 
hoops win more often.  
 
“Maybe, after doing further research, you can 
even incorporate this easy- to-apply golden  
nugget spot play into your array of betting tricks 
for the chariot racing in Sweden!” - Interbet. 
 

Lyle’s Gr1 place in Japan 
 
LYLE Lewiston made the most of his Grade 1 
ride at Nakayama on Sunday morning (SA 
time), as 40-1 outsider Galore Creek was a  
gallant third in the Japanese 2000 Guineas. 
 
The 17-10 favourite Contrail under Yuichi  
Fukunaga defeated market rival Sallies (14-5) 
0.50 lengths in the headliner and penultimate 
race of a bumper 12 race card in Tokyo. 
 
Lewiston was a distant further 3.5 lengths away 
in third, but at least added some meat to the 
trifecta dividend.—TAB News. 

http://www.bettingworld.bet/Sport/Default.aspx
http://news.tabonline.co.za/Fields-Tips/Sweden-Betting-Tips-and-Previews
mailto:news.tabonline.co.za/FieldsPDF/International/ESKILSTUNA(SWE)@2020.04.20.pdf


5 

 

Can you feel it…? 

WE’ve all seen the expression “Can You Feel It?” a few times on social media in recent weeks, mostly in 
bitter and gloomy reference to a pending apocalypse, a tsunami of Coronavirus victims falling over our 
doorsteps. This wave of media-fuelled sensation-seeking seems to be turning the other way as ordinary 
people are in the process of going hungry, bored and cold-turkey, en masse! There seems to be renewed 
hope in racing, especially, because, five weeks later, not a single worker at training centres has fallen ill 
and Armageddon looks to have been postponed, again! It’s probably never wise to be too happy, too soon, 
but we don’t even want to contemplate how emotions in racing circles will explode if the dice doesn’t fall 
our way in the decisions expected over the next few days. Meanwhile, in the photo on top Vicky, Ava, Ash-
ton and Gavin Lerena are smiling (Gavin riding work three days a week and keeping fit for racing ’s return); 
James Goodman looks like he is celebrating already with that big Havana (probably a cheapie from a black
-market dealer), and former champion filly Snowdance, ears pricked, is loving life in the broodmare  
paddocks at Drakenstein Stud. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

‘Striker’ is ahead in poll 

IN a fun poll, ‘Who’s SA’s greatest ever jockey’, launched 
by Snaith Racing on Facebook, Piere Strydom (40%) is 
comfortably ahead of Michael Roberts and Jeff Lloyd 
(20%), with Felix Coetzee, Anton Marcus, Doug Whyte, 
Basil Marcus and Tiger Wright making up the balance of 
percentages between them. A total of 1177 votes were 
counted when we checked the poll this morning.  

THE Peapally Mandal village of the Kurnool district in  
the Andhra Pradesh State, India: A police officer sits atop a 
horse covered with coronavirus-themed paintings as he 
speaks to the public during a government-imposed nation-
wide lockdown against the COVID-19 coronavirus. The 
Indian police’s other novel ways of educating citizens in-
clude rap songs on Facebook and walking around town 
with impressions of the mythical God of Death. Social  
media accounts of police stations across the country have 
featured corona-related animations, songs, dances and  
pictures of police handing food to the poor.  

Consult the White Horse 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
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