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Arguing will do more harm than good 
DE KOCK URGES INDUSTRY TO GET BEHIND THE RA 

MIKE de Kock (right): “The Racing Association is fully committed to the best possible outcomes for racing. 

THE Racing Association is not willing to get drawn into mud-slinging contests in response to  
criticism of their stakes agreement with Phumelela concluded on Monday. Comments disapproving 
of the agreement have been posted on racing forums and social media platforms in the last few 
days. 

Following the announcement of their R13-million 
injection into racing’s stakes pool, the RA has  
reiterated a statement from its acting Chairman  
Brian Riley, who wrote in a letter to members: “The 
RA does not accept nor condone a reduction in 
stakes payments. We have to be realistic and work 
with Phumelela to achieve the best possible  
outcome for our members.” 
 
Trainer Mike de Kock, a member of the new RA 
Board alongside Riley, Charles Savage and 
Wéhann Smith, said on Wednesday: “I guess we’re 
doomed to further disapproval if we  respond, and 
doomed to same if we don’t. We do not see the 
point in reacting to the vitriol. What good will it do? 
The comments are based on premises of mistrust 
and ongoing debates with negative individuals will 
get us exactly nowhere.  

“We have tried to put ourselves on the other side of 
the fence and in certain respects we understand the 
anger out there. A few good viewpoints have been 
raised among the nasty ones. We on the RA board 
are not oblivious. We have lived through what has 
happened in the South African industry with every-
body else. But fighting with keyboard critics will  
detract us from the issues at hand and take our  
focus off the pressing task of finding solutions.” 
 
With the theme of “too little, too late” prevalent 
alongside the bitterness about the RA’s support for 
Phumelela, De Kock pointed out: “We cannot speak 
for decisions made in the past. Things are what they 
are, and we are in the now.  
 
“We are fully committed to the best possible  
outcomes for racing, and using every     (to page 3) 
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GETTING BEHIND THE RA (fm p1) 
 
available minute of our days looking for answers to 
elaborate questions. We are having to address a 
hugely complex passel of problems. We believe our 
efforts are important and that what we are doing, 
matters. 
 
“Things cannot change overnight, there seems to be 
a belief that certain entities or individuals can simply 
‘take over’ the industry, wipe the slate clean of  
undesirable factors, throw money in at risk, start 
afresh and proceed merrily and profitably into the 
future.  
 
“This is a pipe-dream. Aside from the industry-
inherent difficulties that have come to a head at this 
critical juncture, we have had to make our decisions 
within a ghastly economic climate and faced with the 
additional and unexpected consequences of Covid-
19.  
 
“Our objective has been to keep racing going for all 
its participants, and to this end the stakes have been 
reallocated in favour of minor races for the time  
being. 
 

“It should be noted that the lower divisions, 
MR80 and below, where most competing 
racehorses are, will not be seriously  
affected. In fact, MR69 runners and the  
divisions below that will be racing for more 
money than they did before. This will assist 
the smaller stables and owners while  
catering to the majority of horses. 
 
“The Graded horses and the higher rated ones 
(MR90 plus) are the biggest losers, along with the 
many grooms who rely on 1% commission of stakes 
earned by their runners. Racing is facing massive 
job losses, not only among grooms, but in the entire 
economy of racing. All races from Listed to Gr1 have 
had their pool of stakes slashed by 70% in order to 
uphold the average of R67,500, which is now being 
paid. 
 
“We are acutely aware of the hardships that lie 
ahead and we are distressed by the possibility of 
losing good horsemen and smaller owners, but 
we’ve had to play the cards we have been dealt to 
help everyone actively working in this industry to the 
best of our ability. 
 
“We cannot make firm predictions for racing’s future, 
nobody can. But we’re keeping the industry afloat 
and we’re asking everyone to get behind us. Let’s 
get racing back on track as soon as possible, work 
out ways to increase betting turnovers and stay 
hopeful. 
 
“There was a time when the South African flag flew 
high at racecourses around the world. I remember 
so clearly the tremendous and coherent support 
from fans we enjoyed at our first World Cup meeting 
back in 2003 and at many thereafter. We are a great 

racing nation, we’ve lost our spirit but we need to 
get it back!” 
 
Support in principle have come from two other 
champion trainers in Justin Snaith and Sean Tarry, 
writing on respective platforms. 
 

Snaith said: “We need to stand together and 
give our industry leaders and the ‘new’  
Racing Association in particular our  
support.” 
 
Tarry commented: “The recent stakes cut will be 
devastating in the immediate future, but it must be 
considered highly encouraging that the racing  
operators remain committed to sustaining  
horse-racing in South Africa. 
 
“The Racing Association, who are contributing 
R13.1 million towards stakes in both the Phumelela 
and Western Cape regions, are stepping up to the 
plate in playing an important role in ensuring the 
sport continues after lockdown is lifted.”  - tt. 

SA racing must get its spirit back so that our flag 
can fly again, around the world. 

 

“Yes, little 
one, all is 
not lost!” 
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AS with any other form of gambling, you can win big bucks if you become an EXPERT. Educate 
yourself on Swedish Harness Racing, and come and take some of the loot on offer from 18:15  
onwards at  SOLVALLA this evening. For betting guide and tips, click on the banner right below 

“We sit and watch umbrellas fly…” 

OUR headline comes from the old AHA song, “Manhattan Skyline” - but the photo was taken at James 
Armitage’s Sandown Stud in the Paarl region. They had their first good bit of rain this year at the weekend 
and Armitage says that more will follow now, resulting in greener pastures within three weeks. Sandown 
has consigned six smart yearlings to NYS, including four by up-and-coming stallion Flower Alley. 

http://www.bettingworld.bet/Sport/Default.aspx
http://news.tabonline.co.za/Fields-Tips/Sweden-Betting-Tips-and-Previews
mailto:news.tabonline.co.za/FieldsPDF/International/SOLVALLA(SWE)@2020.04.15.pdf
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 LETTERS FROM READERS 

Kathryn’s Fan Club 
 

Compliments on another great Turf Talk issue (TT 
News, 14 April: ‘When In Doubt, Consult The Old 
Man’). Kathryn Ralphs is just hilarious and the 
“cucumber with anxiety” is priceless! 
 
-Dorette Turner, Johannesburg 
 
Gee, what a good writer Kathryn is. Excellent article. 
Thank you. 
 
-Vivian Mansour, Johannesburg. 
 
Lindsay Ralphs gave quite an honest view of the 
situation racing finds itself in. Thanks Turf Talk for 
printing his comments, doesn’t look like they were 
censored? 
 
-Boom Box, La Lucia 
 

Please consider hard-working jocks! 
 

This is a suggestion from my side and I have not 
even mentioned this to my husband, who is a  
jockey . Is there any way you can publish something 
to ask owners and trainers to please assist when 
racing resumes, to be fair to all jockeys to get rides 
to hopefully get some income. There are a number 
of jockeys who don’t get many rides as it is and 
many of them have been going to ride work at the 
training centres during this virus time. I know  
trainers and owners say they only want certain guys 
on their horses but could they please, for a month or 
so, just be fair to our hard-working guys for rides 
and spread them more evenly so that they can all 
try and earn some form of income? Please owners 
and trainers! 
 
-Name and address withheld by request. 
 

Washed-up old trainer is no fool 
 
I have just finished reading your April 1 edition for 
the third time. With my limited capabilities as a 
washed up ex-racehorse trainer I have started to 
grasp the enormity of all these new happenings in 
racing. It is clear that the MAIN players in our  
beloved sport are not letting Coved 19 grow under 
their feet. Well done to the pillars of fortitude at the 
NHA. But I don’t feel they should cast away certain 
stalwarts like old dish cloths. Have some empathy 
for those selfless individuals who so gregariously 
served on so many appeal boards over the years. 
 
-James Goodman, Durban. 

Arnie’s advice in Corona-time 

ARNOLD Schwarzenegger, the well-known  
Terminator and former California Governor, has 
urged his fans to “please stay at home” during 
Covid-19 time: “Don’t listen to fools, zey are wrong!” 
exclaimed Arnold. He has been playing with his 
miniature horse Luke and miniature pony, Whiskey, 
in the gourmet kitchen, stocked to the rafters, that 
forms part of his Brentwood, California mansion and 
said: “Vee are having so much fun indoors!” The 
$5.1-million home also has seven bedrooms, ten 
bathrooms, a tennis court and a gym that no doubt 
helps the Austrian-born 72-year-old to stay  
occupied. Arnold sadly had no further advice for the 
lesser fortunate around the world who are arrested 
when looking for food and kicked and abused when 
pleading to go to work. “Just don’t vorry, vee will all 
be back!” he concluded. 

Social distancing, enforced 
 
UK jockey Tom Marquand was given the green light 
to finish his Australian riding stint this week after 
being sanctioned by Racing NSW Stewards for 
breaching COVID-19 protocols, reports Race net. 
 
A post race embrace after Adeb's stellar Queen 
Elizabeth Stakes win has proven be a costly one for 
Marquand, who is due to finish his autumn stint in 
the country on the weekend. Racing NSW Stewards 
issued Marquand with a $2000 (just over R23,500) 
fine after the jockey breached coronavirus protocols 
in the aftermath of Adeb's memorable triumph last 
Saturday. 
 
Marquand and licensed stable hand Said Allam, 
who was also fined $500, shared a brief hug follow-
ing the success of William Haggis’ English star at 
Randwick on Day Two of The Championships.  - 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

ALMOST 47 years have passed since the mighty  
Secretariat (Bold Ruler, seen here with groom Eddie 
Sweat), won the US Triple Crown in 1973, setting speed 
records in each leg. The eventual 16-time winner is  
embedded in US, and indeed world racing folklore. Racing 
writer Charles Hatton, who died two years after  
Secretariat’s Triple Crown success, described ‘Big Red’ as 
an ‘Equine messenger from the Lord”, a thoroughbred with 
no conformational faults. “You carry an idea around in your 
head and I thought this is it. I never saw perfection before 
and I absolutely couldn't fault him in any way. I've made a 
thing of looking at horses since before WW1, but I never 
saw a horse like that,” wrote Hatton. 

A Divine horse, for sure! 

We adore the noblest of them 

IS the Lion really the King Of All Animals? The University 
of Toronto is the latest institution to use an image featuring 
a horse in a campaign inviting their own students and  
other scholars to write essays on the Covid-19 pandemic. 
The image above comes from 1835, when Cholera broke 
out in Palermo, Sicily. The intended focal point would be 
the bodies, sure, but our eyes automatically went to the 
horse. Just a reminder of the nobility of the majestic  
animals we adore so much. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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