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IF there was to be a ‘virtual’ 2020 Durban July, the peoples’ favourite would probably win, right? This looks 
like Do It Again winning his third successive VDJ in a screen shot from a computerised race. 

If all else fails we can race virtually on 
our phones and laptops 

COULD we see 2020’s most famous horse race, the Durban July, decided for the first time by a  
computer?, wonders DAVID MOLLETT. 

This is the intriguing question after the success last 
weekend of the 2020 Virtual Grand National in the 
UK — a computer-generated version of the historic 
steeplechase. 
 
The Virtual Grand National, shown on ITV, pulled in 
an audience of 4.8-million viewers. This can be 
compared with the 1.95-million who watched the 
2019 Derby won by Anthony van Dyk and the 
940,000 who tuned in for Enable’s bid for a third  
Arc De Triomphe win in Paris in October. 
 
Bookmakers and the Tote pledged to donate any 
profits to the National Health Service (NHS)  
Charities Together Covid-19 appeal, the British um-
brella organisation that represents more than 140 
NHS charities. 
 
One of the questions surrounding a virtual Durban 
July is whether this would pose a problem for com-
mentators. Nico Kritsiotis, one of the country’s  
leading race callers, says it will not. 
 
“From a commentator’s perspective, we are used to 
calling ‘off the screen’ for venues such as Flamingo 
Park, Fairview and Champ De Mars [Mauritius] and 

so all established SA callers would have no  
problem stepping up to the plate to do the deed,” 
Kritsiotis said. 
 
“Judged by the success of the virtual National run 
last weekend, this would be one helluva novelty for 
a SA betting opportunity,” said Kritsiotis. 
 
“I would welcome a virtual July, as I think most 
South Africans would, also due to it being the  
country’s most talked-about race year after year. 
 
‘“The race is the one occasion on the calendar 
where horses from all corners of the country can 
race against each other in front of a capacity crowd. 
I also believe a July office sweepstake would go 
down a treat.” 
 
Stewart Machin, the race-caller of the virtual Nation-
al, said after the event: “It is so realistic that — once 
you start commentating, never for a fleeting mo-
ment does it go through your mind that it isn’t real.” 
 
Of course, much depends on the length of the lock-
down due to the coronavirus, but the Open Champi-
onship — scheduled for Sandwich,   (to page 2) 
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VIRTUAL RACING (fm p1) 
 
Kent, in mid-July — has already been cancelled. 
 
The Virtual Grand National was pre-recorded by Carm 
Productions, which vowed to ensure the result would 
not leak to the betting market. 
 
A spokesperson for the company said: “As the show is 
pre-recorded, we insist on strict levels of confidentiality 
from everyone involved in the production process.” 
 
The mind boggles at how much could be made if 
someone knew the result with 18-1 shot Potters Corner 
beating home Walk In The Mill (16-1), Any Second 
Now (10-1) and the 5-1 favourite Tiger Roll. 
 
Ladbrokes spokesperson Nicola McGeady said: “It is 
only fitting that all bookmaker profits on the race should 
go to the NHS for the heroic work they are doing during 
these difficult times.”  - Business Day. 

POTTER’s Corner won the 2020 version of the  
Virtual Grand National in the hands of Jack Tudor 
and for trainer Christian Williams.  

Bass-Robinson: ‘Stay Safe, Stay Positive!’ 

TRAINER Candice Bass-Robinson has posted a video on social media in which she thanks South Africans 
(especially Capetonians) for sticking to lockdown rules. “Let’s stay safe and positive, it’s an uncertain time 
for all,” she said. Bass-Robinson said that she has kept on a staff of 19 grooms living on the property. 
“We’re all working a bit harder, but a big thanks to my staff, they are all pulling their weight. There have 
been a few jockeys helping too and I am grateful. Owners, your babies are all doing well, some are doing 
fast work, others are having some down time in the paddocks. This is not an easy time for all of us, but 
we’re all chilled and relaxed and there is a good vibe in the stable.” (Chase Liebenberg). 
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Kuda is fully operational 
 

• Kuda fully supports President Ramaphosa’s initiative 
to flatten the Covid-19 curve. All operations will hap-
pen from home, partially effective already and fully 

effective by Friday, 27 March. 
 

• The office number will be diverted to mobile phones, 
and if this technology does fail us, please contact our 

staff on any of the cellphone numbers as listed on 
www.kuda.co.za.  

 
• We will continue to provide all services, including 

claims payments, at the levels you have become ac-
customed to. 

 
Stay safe, and let’s all do our bit to flatten the curve!  

 
Please contact Jo for any Bloodstock related  

queries  

SEND NEW PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL TO  
editor@turftalk.co.za 

Latest from Adam Marcus 
 
ADAM Marcus has commented on the well-
being of his Durban string, based at  
Summerveld. 
 
TWIST OF FATE: Doing very well and is very 
much at home in Summerveld. Won't run in the 
Drill Hall but should come out soon thereafter.  
 
MISSISSIPI BURNING: Was meant to have her 
prep over the past weekend but remains firmly on 
track for the WSB Fillies Guineas on 1 May - is fit 
and doing very well.  
 
VARDY: Is taking his time to fully acclimatise to 
the Summerveld surroundings but is on track to 
make his Champions Season debut in the IOS 
Drill Hall Stakes.  
 
DHARMA: Is very well and "enjoying" life at  
Summerveld. His initial programme has yet to be  
finalised but his main mission is the Gold Cup at 
the end of July.  - Gold Circle. 

ADAM Marcus with Twist Of Fate. (C. Lenferna) SEVERAL trainers are tending to their gardens in this 
time. Cliffie Miller is growing chillies (above), while a 
prominent Gauteng trainer has been watering green-
ery that started growing in his stable yard (below). 
This trainer does not wish to be named and said: 
“What do I do with this?” Seriously? 

Business opportunities galore 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kuda.co.za%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2TGUtF9lsjPlxU-xQysUYtLyv1D6wvUp_m8RQgk-uzfXjzXJMkywYPllw&h=AT01xglCNihM1mkfqJQK2UidoEC0CIZGp6RLnJXLHtllBDLom9mtQ-BMuLdsYXs_DmEpDvRVIH6DmuLY4gmICvX_28dEjaoHO5ah7oO-hQ_uzPAQD7jisTMS7j
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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TRAINER Wendy Whitehead is posting daily briefs from her Summerveld stables, including this morning, 
when she described a “chilly” day with horses being put through their paces. 

“We’re open to outside mares!” 

We have so far acted primarily as a private stud, save for a few select clients. However our new Smutsfinger , 

Lucerne, Eragrostis and Oat pastures are now available (after five years of extensive fertilization and  

cultivation) for grazing. Due to the expansion of our facilities and the involvement of Terry Lowe as a  

consultant to the farm we are now able to open as a boarding facility. One of the great benefits of Heversham 

is its location to all of the primary centres in Gauteng, which makes it possible for clients to regularly visit 

their mares and foals at the farm.  See www.hevershampark.co.za, or contact Terry 083 406 3281.  

Heversham Park is top class and convenient for boarding 

http://www.hevershampark.co.za
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AS with any other form of gambling, you can win big bucks if you become an EXPERT. Educate 
yourself on Swedish Harness Racing, and come and take some of the loot on offer from 18.00  
onwards at  GAVLE  tonight. For betting guide and tips, click on the banner right below this. 

Gulfstream Park Jackpots are the way to go! 
LAST Saturday’s Jackpot at Gulfstream Park returned R26,808, taking the average Jackpot payout 
for the last five Gulfstream meetings to over R8,200.  

Tonight’s meeting comprises nine “Claiming Races” 
- races in which the horses are all for sale for more 
or less the same price (the "claiming price") up until 
shortly before the race.  
 
Race types form a hierarchy in terms of the quality 
of horse they attract, with handicap races and  
graded stakes races attracting the "best" horses and 
maiden races the most unseasoned. Claiming races 
fall at the bottom of this hierarchy, below maiden 
races, which means upsets are regular and the re-
sulting payouts are good. There could be another 
smasher of a Jackie (Races 3-6) tonight, so get  
involved! 

GULFSTREAM FIELDS 

 EZ HORSE BETTING’S ADVICE 

HERE are some pointers from a popular US betting 
site to remind new and advanced punters to keep 
the basics in mind: 
 
1) AVOID BETTING FAVOURITES 
 
2) DON’T BET EARLY 
 
3) DON’T LET OTHER BETTORS CHANGE 

YOUR MIND 
 
4) DON’T BET WHEN YOU DON’T HAVE AN 

OPINION 
 
5) START BETTING ONLINE 
 
6) DON’T ‘CHASE’ WHEN YOU’VE LOST 
 
7) STUDY REPLAYS, ALWAYS! 
 

http://www.bettingworld.bet/Sport/Default.aspx
http://news.tabonline.co.za/Fields-Tips/Sweden-Betting-Tips-and-Previews
mailto:news.tabonline.co.za/FieldsPDF/International/GAVLE(SWE)@2020.04.09.pdf
https://gulfstreampark.com/docs/default-source/nicoletti's-analysis/thursday-april-9.pdf?sfvrsn=0
mailto:news.tabonline.co.za/FieldsPDF/International/GULFSTREAM(USA)@2020.04.09.pdf
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BEAR Again, a R450,000 buy from the 2016 Cape Premier Yearling Sale and originally signed for by 
Gavin van Zyl, posted his second win in Hong Kong for trainer David Ferraris on Wednesday evening, win-
ning a handicap over 1650m at Happy Valley under Blake Shinn. “The 1650 at Happy Valley has become 
his pet distance,” said Ferraris. “He’s more than recovered his purchase price for a partnership of owners 
who have been with me for 17 years.” Bear Again was raised at Maine Chance. 

Vienna’s horse-drawn carriages are ‘out on delivery’ 
VIENNA’s horse-drawn carriages, a staple of street life in the Austrian capital and a popular tourist 
attraction, have been side-lined by the coronavirus pandemic -- so they are now helping deliver food 
to the elderly. 

The carriages, or "Fiaker" as they are called in 
Vienna, are taking part in a food delivery scheme 
in one of the city's central districts set up by the 
InterContinental Hotel, itself severely hit by  
lockdown measures taken to halt the spread of the 
virus. 
 
Instead of catering to guests, the hotel's kitchens 
have been turning out 200-300 meals a day for 
senior citizens in the area. 
 
Deliveries are made by volunteers using all  
manner of vehicles -- including by part-time 
"Fiaker" driver Christian Gerzabek. 
 
Despite business coming to a standstill, "the  
horses still have to be moved, they want to get out 
after the winter," he says. 
 
"I thought that we should combine that.. with doing 
something good for people who need it," he told 
AFP. 

The scheme has been a lifeline for its elderly benefi-
ciaries. 
 
InterContinental general director Brigitte Trattner said 
carriage drivers were the first to respond to a call for 
delivery volunteers, with car drivers and cyclists also 
signing up.—France24.com. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

No potato chips or ice-cream 

IT may seem as if Bernard Fayd’Herbe is letting loose over 
the lockdown period, but he’s not, just look at that slim 
frame! Bernard and girlfriend Roxy are having garden  
picnics during lockdown, but you won’t find chips or ice-
cream in their snack baskets. A bit of wine, maybe, but 
nothing a good sweat box session can’t fix. Plus, says  
Bernard, he tends to lose muscle when he’s not pushing 
those massive thoroughbreds around in off-periods, which 
helps to keep his weight under control. For the rest of us, 
sadly, one lockdown day seems to equal 2kg of weight 
gain! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
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