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www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  Tuesday, 7 April 2020 

WILD Coast: May not be ready for KZN Guineas, but he’s a beautiful colt worth watching. (Snaith Racing). 

The latest updates from Snaith Racing 
SNAITH Racing, never short of valuable news for owners and punters, provided updates on some 
members of their championship string yesterday. 

DO IT AGAIN - Has settled in well at Summerveld 
and is in a very good space. Anton Marcus rides him 
3x per week and he is on track for a record breaking 
3rd win in the VDJ although unlikely to run in the Drill 
Hall Stakes. 

BELGARION: Slightly behind in terms of fitness and 
will need a run or two. 

KASIMIR:  He is absolutely "flying" at home 
- the Gr2 Drill Hall Stakes will be his first  
target. 

BUNKER HUNT: Highly strung but Anton is helping 
to get his mind on the job at hand. Great run in the 
Met and is on track for a tilt at the VDJ. Doing well! 
  
MIYABI GOLD: Was meant to raid JHB but those 
plans have been aborted and her programme will 
now focus on Champions Season. 

SILVER HOST; ERIK THE RED and FAVORITA 
are all still in Cape Town and their immediate targets 
are uncertain at this stage. 

MAGNIFICENT SEVEN: Is back from injury and his 
mission is the Gold Cup.  

WILD COAST: This first foal of the Champion 
Beach Beauty may not be ready for the Guineas 
which was his main KZN target.  - Gold Circle. 

Interim CFO at Phumelela 
 
THE Board of Phumelela Gaming and Leisure has 
announced that Andrew Ralph Langham has been 
appointed interim Chief Financial Officer with effect 
from 1 April 2020 to 31 December 2020. He  
replaces Andreas Heide, who filled the position  of 
COO and CFO for 23 years. 
 
Langham is a chartered accountant with more than 
30 years’ experience in finance and tax. 
 
The Board is mindful of its commitment to advance 
transformation and would announce a suitable can-
didate to the role of permanent Chief Financial  
Officer as soon as it is finalised.   - Media release. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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Stable news: How trainers are coping with lockdown 

MICHELLE Rix from the Harold Crawford / Michelle 
Rix stables in Cape Town, reports all is hunky dory in 
their Milnerton stables: “"I don’t know of a more resili-
ent industry than ours and have no doubt we will get 
through this trying time. I am extremely grateful to 
our staff who have all decided to stay on site and a 
few jockeys who have offered their assistance in 
work riding, therefore it’s business as usual for us!" 

CAITLIN Robinson, pictured with five-year-old stal-
wart Orakel from the yard of her parents, Mike and 
Luella, who told Turf Talk this morning: “We are 
ready to up and go, our runners are in good nick 
and in full training. We’re all sticking to lockdown 
rules, wearing masks. We test our staff with a  
temperature metre every day, everyone’s healthy. 
So far, so good!” 

UP-and-coming Summerveld trainer Nathan Kotzen has built his string to 66 horses (a group circling here  
in his ring this morning) and was in good form when the lockdown began. He said: “Having our grooms to 
work in this time is a bonus. They are well, the horses are ticking over and we can’t wait to race again.” 
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Kuda is fully operational 
 

• Kuda fully supports President Ramaphosa’s initiative 
to flatten the Covid-19 curve. All operations will hap-
pen from home, partially effective already and fully 

effective by Friday, 27 March. 
 

• The office number will be diverted to mobile phones, 
and if this technology does fail us, please contact our 

staff on any of the cellphone numbers as listed on 
www.kuda.co.za.  

 
• We will continue to provide all services, including 

claims payments, at the levels you have become ac-
customed to. 

 
Stay safe, and let’s all do our bit to flatten the curve!  

 
Please contact Jo for any Bloodstock related  

queries  

SEND NEW PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL TO  
editor@turftalk.co.za 

‘They’ll be coming off the mountain… tra-la-la..” 
“WE have moved mares and foals down off the slopes of the Helderberg Mountains where they have been 
growing up big and strong since October 2019,” says Pippa Mickleburgh of Somerset West’s Avontuur 
Stud. “The pastures closer to the main part of the farm are kinder through the winter months.” 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kuda.co.za%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2TGUtF9lsjPlxU-xQysUYtLyv1D6wvUp_m8RQgk-uzfXjzXJMkywYPllw&h=AT01xglCNihM1mkfqJQK2UidoEC0CIZGp6RLnJXLHtllBDLom9mtQ-BMuLdsYXs_DmEpDvRVIH6DmuLY4gmICvX_28dEjaoHO5ah7oO-hQ_uzPAQD7jisTMS7j
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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AS with any other form of gambling, you can win big bucks if you become an EXPERT. Educate 
yourself on Swedish Harness Racing, and come and take some of the loot on offer from 18.20  
onwards tonight at  AXEVALLA, first race at 18:20. For betting guide and tips, click on the banner 
right below this. 

KAT Riley of Gauteng’s Heversham Park Farm 
reports: “Five years of intense organic pasture 
management is starting to show rewards. Most of 
our paddocks are now well covered.” 

How green is their valley 

http://www.bettingworld.bet/Sport/Default.aspx
http://news.tabonline.co.za/Fields-Tips/Sweden-Betting-Tips-and-Previews
http://www.tellytrack.com/
mailto:news.tabonline.co.za/FieldsPDF/International/AXEVALLA(SWE)@2020.04.07.pdf
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Alyson Wright remembers... 

TRAINER Alyson Wright has fond memories of Sum-
mer Silence and Stay Alert, seen here on an old photo 
with her husband Kevin, who rode them both to  
Zimbabwean Triple Crown victories way back when.  

Correcting year and sponsor 

CORRECTING two errors (in same sentence!) 
from yesterday’s edition. Smart Call (photo) won 
the 2016 Met, the last renewal sponsored by 
J&B. Easily confused sometimes, especially 
since ‘Whiskey Baron’ was the first horse to win 
the Met for its new sponsor, Sun International.  

Young fans, whip education, fewer races 
CROWLEY’S VISION FOR RACING’s FUTURE 

INTERVIEWED by TRC this week, former UK Champion Jockey Jim Crowley was asked what he  
believed was the biggest challenge for racing.  

Crowley replied: “I think it has to be getting young 
people interested in the sport and following racing 
in general. That is a major issue that needs to be 
addressed for our sport to continue thriving and 
growing in the future.  
 
“The whip issue is a difficult one. It is important that 
young people are educated correctly about the wel-
fare of the horses. It is important that we present 
the right image of racing to the public. More and 
more people live in cities and towns these days 
and they are further removed from the reality of 
racing and agriculture than previous generations.  
 
“From the outside looking in, young people 
think the whip is there to hurt the horses, which 
really isn’t the case these days. It is an im-
portant issue facing our sport and we need to 
unite to explain it better to newcomers.” 
 
Asked what he would change in racing, if he could, 
Crowley said: “I think in England there is far too 
much racing and it dilutes the whole programme. 
I’m not a big fan of summer jumping and I’m not 
that keen on all-weather racing during the winter, 

so maybe they could compromise and tighten up 
those programmes a bit more. 
 
“It would also mean that there would be a bit more 
prize money to go around. It is very difficult to con-
vince owners to spend money on a horse if it will only 
earn around £3,000 if it wins a race. That is a difficult 
question to answer and definitely not an easy solu-
tion to find.”  -Full interview on TRC. 

JIM Crowley. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
https://www.thoroughbredracing.com/articles/jim-crowley-we-need-unite-explain-issues-whip-better-newcomers/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

HERE’s Montego Rum (a half-brother to Henry Eatwell’s 
famous racehorse Home Guard), the South African  
Champion Three-Phase Eventer in 1969/70. He was 
owned by Charlotte Hall. Montego Rum is seen jumping on 
this photo with a “net” over his mouth  - used for horses 
who pulled hard. Also notable is his rider, none other than 
John Nicholson, who trained the popular, white-socked 
Beau Art (Beau Charles), winner of the 1980 Rothmans 
Durban July under Freddie Macaskill. Nicholson, who will 
be celebrating his 80th birthday soon, lives in retirement in 
Hillcrest, KZN, still chirpy as ever. “I’m reading and  
watching a lot of television,” he said. We’ll pin him down for 
a proper chat soon. 

Two very good all-rounders 

Lockdown: Dr Jill hits the deck 

POPULAR owner, Dr Jill Warner, of Carry On Alice fame, 
seems to have more energy than the Duracell bunny. Jill 
has hit the deck at her and husband John’s Cape home. 
She’s using lockdown hours productively painting her pool 
deck and reported: “I brushed and washed and then hoped 
the Garapa (wood) would agree that once in 12 months of 
tlc was sufficient!”  Pool party after lockdown, then? 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za

