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RUNNING Brave, one of SA’s best-named fillies. (JC Photos) 

Running Brave owns the scalp of Celtic Sea 
RANDJESFONTEN trainer Paul Matchett was stunned to see the price bookmakers were offering for 
his Brave Tin Soldier filly Running Brave at Turffontein Standside last Saturday, writes DAVID  
THISELTON. 

She later converted odds of 15/1 in the Pinnacle 
Stakes event over 1400m, beating the 15/20  
favourite Celtic Sea by 1,50 lengths. 
 
Matchett now wants to run the gallant filly in the 
Grade 1 HSH Princess Charlene Empress Club 
Stakes, in which she finished a narrow second last 
year, although he is still waiting to hear whether the 
restrictions placed on personnel during the national 
lockdown will have an affect on his horses' training 
programs. 
 
Running Brave will later go down to KZN for the SA 
Champions Season where the defense of her 
Grade 2 Gold Bracelet crown will be among her 
targets. 
 
Pundits had made Celtic Sea a virtual certainty on 
Saturday as she was in form and according to offi-
cial merit ratings was 6kg well in with Running 

Brave, who was the second best weighted horse 
and appeared to be off form. 
 
Furthermore, Celtic Sea is a twice Grade 1-winner 
and was named Equus Champion Three-year-old 
filly last season. 
 
However, the pundits failed to take into account a 
number of factors. 
 
The first was the head to head count between 
these two horses. Incredibly, that statistic now 
stands at Running Brave five, Celtic Sea two. 
 
The second point, which Matchett pointed out was 
there for the public to see via replays and in the sti-
pendiary report, was that Running Brave had over-
raced badly in her previous start in the Grade 3 Aca-
cia Handicap over 1600m and this had explained 
her 13,80 length beating.                     (to page 2) 
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RUNNING BRAVE (fm p1) 
 
He said, "She was being ridden by a jockey who  
didn't know her and he tried to tuck her in. She hates 
that, if you try and restrain her she fights." 
 
Running Brave had used up all her fuel by the time 
they reached the business end of that race and be-
gan hanging from the 400m mark. 
 
Meanwhile, Celtic Sea was having her first run back 
from a tough Cape Town campaign and it was likely 
a preparation run for the Empress Club Stakes. 
 
This filly has a beautiful action and the alarm bells 
were ringing some way out on Saturday as she was  

apparently not enjoying the rain affected ground 
and was never travelling as well as she can. Run-
ning Brave, on the other hand, was loving her  
favourite front-running role and was enjoying the 
conditions. 
 
Celtic Sea ranged up to her and headed her but 
Running Brave, who was receiving 2kg, readily 
found extra to win cosily. 
 
Running Brave's odds will be shorter in the  
Empress Club and pundits should this time take 
note she beat Celtic Sea by 4,05 lengths in that 
weight for age event last year when finishing a 
neck runner-up to Camphoratus in good to soft  
conditions.  - Gold Circle. 

ON the subject of good fillies, here’s Candice Bass-Robinson’s Clouds Unfold, another to beat the  
sometimes luckless Celtic Sea (Majorca Stakes), working at Milnerton with Sandile Mbhele up, on  Monday. 
Clouds Unfold will be joining Bass-Robinson’s Durban string for the KZN Champions season after the  
lockdown. (Chase Liebenberg). 

http://kuda.co.za/
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TAKE A BET: RACING TODAY 

CHECK OUT VAAL FIELDS 

VAAL TRAINERS’ COMMENTS 

GULFSTREAM (USA) FIELDS HERE 

GULFSTREAM TIPS BY RON NICOLETTI 

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @turftalk1 

TAB DAILY TIPPING SHEET HERE 

AKWAAN, chance in Race 7 at the Vaal. 

THIS is what we like to see: Doses of 
reality instead of nonsense, this  
message posted by Justin Snaith’s  
racing team on Facebook: 
 
Racing has survived two World Wars and 
will see through this tragic pandemic. 
 
South African Racing, as in most countries, 
will take a holiday and with some luck will 
resume on 16 April. During this time it is 
our focus to ensure our staff and their  
families are safe and that our horses are 
lovingly cared for. 
 
Horses have a wonderful gift of bringing 
people and communities together. The 
support we have been shown over the past 
few days is truly remarkable. The 
understanding and care of our owners is 
what makes our industry so special. 
 
We hope the stable stars will be seen in 
action next month for all their fans out 
there. 
 
Every storm runs out of rain! 

Heart-warming message 
from Snaith Racing 

SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO: 
editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:news.tabonline.co.za/FieldsPDF/SouthAfrican/VAAL@2020.03.26.pdf
http://tabnews.co.za/Home/?p=77332
http://tabnews.co.za/Home/?p=77332
http://origin-www.gulfstreampark.com/docs/default-source/nicoletti's-analysis/thursday-march-26.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
http://news.tabonline.co.za/Portals/0/doc/TAB Open Acc Ts Cs.pdf?ver=2020-03-24-112335-387
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

THE equestrian Wellington Statue is a statue of Arthur 
Wellesley, 1st Duke of Wellington, located on Royal  
Exchange Square in Glasgow, Scotland. It is located out-
side the Gallery of Modern Art near the end of Ingram 
Street. The statue was sculpted by Italian artist Carlo 
Marochetti and erected in 1844. Capping the statue with a 
traffic cone has become a traditional practice in the city, 
claimed to represent the humour of the local population 
and believed to date back to the first half of the 1980s. 
Racing fan Angus Johnson, who was born and educated in 
Welkom and now lives in Scotland, posted this photo on 
Facebook, noting “Scotland in lockdown”. The first  
Scotsman to plant the cone, way back when, and on his 
way from a nearby Boozer, is reported to have said: “Ay,  
Wellington, Get Aff Ur High Hoarse!”  You all stocked up 
on Scotch this lockdown? 

Ay, Get Aff Ur High Hoarse! 

A character in a 2017 Asterix comic series was actually 
called Coronavirus! Asterix, the Gaul from the eponymous 
French comic, faced Coronavirus, a masked Roman villain 
with a reputation of stopping at nothing to win.  

Predicted, even in comic books! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
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