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SAEHP has deployed disease control experts to assist workers at training centres. 

EU audit will go ahead in due course 

SAEHP deploys on-staff experts to assist at training centres  

WITH all the uncertainty in racing regarding the COVID-19 virus, and now a period of national  
lockdown, we look into how the present situation will be impacting racing and our export drive.  
Turf Talk spoke to Adrian Todd, MD of South African Equine Health & Protocols (SAEHP) regarding 
the outbreak, national lockdown and how this is affecting our successful recent export initiatives 
and racing in general.  

Obviously while exports are of vital importance to 
the South African industry, global health concerns 
have taken precedence. The pre-audit scheduled for 
last week by the Asian Racing Federation and the 
Hong Kong Jockey club has been postponed due to 
Governmental travel restrictions.  
 
The official European Union (EU) audit scheduled 
for 20

 
April is currently being re-assessed regarding 

the date, even prior to the national lockdown this 
was being re-assessed. 
 
“The current outbreak of COVID-19 is an interna-

tional emergency and people’s lives come first. We 
will be hearing from the operators regarding the  
impact this will have on the mechanics of racing.” 
said Todd.   
 
“Regarding exports we have been assured that the 
audit will take place as soon as it is safely possible. 
SAEHP is working in conjunction with the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) 
and the EU auditors to explore the development of 
procedures that will allow as many of the presenta-
tions and record keeping assessments to be con-
ducted remotely via video conference (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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EU AUDIT AND SAEHP (fm p1) 
 
prior to the physical visit.”  
 
Todd said that all efforts are being made to ensure that 
the audit goes ahead in a timely manner and that 
SAEHP would continue in pre-audit mode, in full prep-
aration for the audit.  
 
“We have been assured that the EU audit will take 
place as soon as it is safe to resume international trav-
el, as our country works to restore the economy after 
COVID-19 the ability to trade horses internationally will 
become even more important to the survival of our 
industry. 
 
“Given the domestic movement restrictions SAEHP will 
continue with remote assessment of systems and en-
sure that we remain compliant with international eq-
uine disease risk mitigation measures.  When it is safe 
to travel, we will get very little notice of the physical 
audit starting. It is imperative, therefore, that we main-
tain a state of preparation and that we do not drop 
standards.” he commented. 
 
Racing has been hovering on the edge for a while and 
the impending national lockdown along with a delay in 
the EU audit will cause further hardship to the South 
African industry.  
 
With the 21 day national lockdown looming, the post-
poning of the National Yearling Sale and other sales, 
this is a very difficult time for racing and breeding.  
Unsurprisingly, turnover is down and more so than 
ever before racing is in very troubled waters and 
fighting for survival, said Todd.  

ADRIAN Todd, full audit prep stands. 

The most important thing right now is to make 
sure that racings participants are safe. Exactly 
what lockdown means regarding the ongoing care 
of horses will no doubt be clarified in the next 
days. This will be devastating for the industry, but 
we will survive, he stated.  
 
Todd stressed that this is a pivotal moment for 
our industry. “In recent days we have seen racing 
stand united and do everything possible to take 
the necessary measures to make sure that racing 
operated in as safe a manner as possible. 
 
“Disease control is something SAEHP is very fa-
miliar with and given our experience in the draft-
ing of disease control protocols and the imple-
mentation thereof, SAEHP offered our assistance 
to racing. We are the only organisation in the in-
dustry with epidemiologists and disease control 
experts on our staff. We deployed  this expertise 
to do what we can to assist in ensuring that all 
possible measures are taken to protect racing’s 
participants.”  

 
SAEHP deployed on-staff experts last 
week to consult with the various centres 
to assist with conducting risk  
assessments and implementing prepared-
ness measures at the training centres.  
 
Todd concluded: “This is not a time we can stand 
by and say this is someone else’s job.  We the 
racing industry have to work together to protect 
racings  participants, we have to save ourselves, 
SAEHP has disease control expertise and it was 
simply the right thing to do in getting involved to 
protect the people who live at the training centres 
The unity shown by the RA, Phumelela, Gold Cir-
cle, NHA, and KR is great to see and together we 
are all doing our best.”   - tt. 
 

LATEST BTW features Racing In Paradise 
(Mauritius) and a review of new trainer  
Zietsman Oosthuizen’s dream career start. 

https://youtu.be/MOS5xTaYn9o
https://youtu.be/MOS5xTaYn9o
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Meet The Turf Talk Reader Meet The Turf Talk Reader 

NATALIE Bergh showing her ex-racehorse,  
Young & Famous. 

 
NAME 

Natalie Bergh 
 

OCCUPATION 
Admin Manager, Pretoria 

 

WHY I READ TURF TALK 
 
Turf Talk is undoubtedly one of my  
favourite racing publications.  It is not only  
informative and relevant, but it almost  
invariably puts a smile on my face. And in  
challenging times such as we are currently 
facing, a little bit of humour certainly goes 
a long way. 

MY SUGGESTIONS FOR SA RACING 
 

Whilst I am no an expert and make no 
claims to know what is best for SA Racing, 
from my limited perspective as a small 
owner, I would encourage more trainers to 
consider and endorse fractional ownership.  
I believe this could be a great way to get 
more people involved and committed to 
racing, spread the costs and risk, and 
hopefully improve the overall experience 
for everyone. Obviously, the reality is that 
not every runner will excel – we all  
understand the nature of racing; but imag-
ine the stories, the marketing opportunities 
and the social media hype if such a cham-
pion were to arise… 
 
On a personal level, my love of racing has 
been fostered by two very kind trainers: 
true horsemen and gentlemen who each in 
their own way have shaped my experience 
of racing, and always made me feel  
completely welcome and valued in their 
yards.  They have also given me the  
confidence to trust that there are still  
people in the industry who do care and put 
the well-being of their horses first, which is 
of the utmost importance to me.  If more 
people could be exposed to this kind of 
experience, I am certain that racing could 
only benefit. 
 
And then there is the pure escapism of 
racing.  For a brief moment in time, to be 
whisked away to a world of pageantry and 
colour, and glorious creatures who prance 
and parade…and then coming thundering 
back down the home straight in full flight! 
Who can resist?  -tt. 

“There is the pure escapism of racing.  
For a brief moment in time, to be 
whisked away to a world of pageantry 
and colour, and glorious creatures who 
prance and parade… and then coming 
thundering back down the home 
straight in full flight!” - Natalie Bergh. 

Racing fans will remember Natalie as co-presenter of 
the popular old Racingweb Weekend Podcast. 
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ANTON Procter, versatile horseman for 50 years. 

Anton Procter— a horseman to his bootstraps 
“AS an owner, if you don’t get a thrill out of owning a racehorse you’re missing the plot.” That’s 
was the view of Anton Procter (76), one of the doyens of South African horseracing, who died on 
Saturday after a short battle with cancer, writes ANDREW HARRISON. 

Procter was not a man to let the grass grow too long 
under his feet and moved house and stud probably 
more often than wife Judy would care to remember. 
Procter eventually settled Burwell Stud just outside 
Howick in KZN, where he kept a small but select 
band of broodmares. 
 
Marching to the beat of his own drum, Anton lived 
by the motto of his old high school, Kearsney  
College - Carpe Diem – seize the day. 
 
An agricultural adviser in his youth, he was cattle 
farmer, bookmaker, stud manager, owner, trainer 
and stud owner during a career in racing spanning 
over 50 years. 
 
While still working as an agricultural adviser Procter 
was a keen participant in a thriving amateur 
horseracing circuit in the sixties where many trainers 
on the professional circuit cut their teeth. Richmond 
was a particularly strong centre and Anton was sec-
retary of the Richmond Gymkhana Club. But in 
those days racing was held in many rural areas and 
Anton recalls “raiding” Umtata from his then home 
base of Donnybrook. 
 
The transition from agricultural agent to bookmaker 
was sudden. 
 
Anton recounted; “I was stationed in Noodsberg do-
ing a “time-and-motion” study for the sugar industry 
and it was extremely boring. One day I heard that 

the bookmaking rights in Greytown were for sale. I 
said to Judy, ‘when you go into town this morning, 
find out how much they want’. As it turned out it was 
part of a deceased estate and was for sale for 
R1000. I happened to know the executor who said 
they already had a bid but I could have it if I offered 
more. I offered R1020 and went into business even 
though I didn’t have a clue about bookmaking.” 
 
 “We only raced on Saturday’s and Wednesday’s in 
those days and the first day was hectic. When I fi-
nally tallied up, I had made R35 profit but it was a 
start. 
 
“After ten years in the business bookmaking was 
becoming boring but in 1970 he had a stroke of 
good fortune. Naval Escort was favourite for the July 
and somehow it happened that if he won Procter 
stood to lose a fortune.  
 
“On the morning of the race I told Judy to get ready 
for a busy day. She said to me before I left, ‘You 
know what I dreamt; I dreamt that Court Day won 
the July.’ I took no notice. Later that day she told 
me, ‘You know what I drew in the tennis club sweep, 
Court Day’”. 
 
It proved prophetic. 
 
“It was a hell of a busy day and when we closed up I 
was knackered and just stuffed all the money into a 
bag and went home and I asked the kids      (to p7) 
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ANTON PROCTER (fm p6) 
 
the takings - R35 000.” 
 
“It was enough to buy a farm and the end of book-
making.” 
 
“I was always desperate to get into the breeding 
side and it was about this time that I got a call from 
Robin Bruss and Peter Lovemore with an offer to 
manager Stapleford Stud, then one of the biggest 
operations in the then Rhodesia, for Rob  
Davenport. 
 
 “We spent three years there but it was a steep 
learning curve.” 
 
From Rhodesia, Anton got an offer to manage the 
fledgling Summerhill Stud, and he pulled up his grub 
stake once again and he and Judy headed back 
home. He managed Summerhill for eight years be-
fore moving on to Aldora Stud owned by Guy Lan-
don where Anton was instrumental in buying the top 
stallion Rakeen for the Tawny Syndicate while the ill
-fated Secret Prospector also stood at Aldora. 
 
Being a highly personable character with an inquir-
ing mind, Anton had mixed with the best horseman 
in the world and gained a vast knowledge of the 
industry and horses. Burwell today is more a 
“boutique” stud in the larger scheme of things but 
with a high quality broodmare band going to the 
best commercial stallions. 
 
Anton was outspoken on many industry issues but 
one of his more strongly held beliefs was that  
owners do not get their due recognition. “In the post-
race TV interviews on Tellytrack we get the jockey 
and the trainer first and the owner as an  
afterthought. The owner should be the first to be 
interviewed.” 

 
“Watching your horse win is a thrilling  
moment. It’s what keeps people going in 
this sport and they need to be given recog-
nition.” 
 
It was horses that got Anton up in the morning. “I 
eat, dream and sleep horses. I have travelled to 
America, England, Ireland, Australia and New Zea-
land. I have had the privilege to have mixed with the 
best horsemen and women around the world. Eve-
rything I own is due to the racehorse.”  
 
Anton leaves his wife Judy, married for 52 years, 
daughters Mary-Anne and Laura and grandchildren 
Andrew, Olivia, David, Brett Gina and Ross. 
 
A memorial service will take place after restrictions 
have been lifted.  - Gold Circle. 

YOUNG Rascal wins in the Kantor silks. (Racenet). 

Kantor’s runner wins Aus G3 
 
WITH British racing shut down because of the coro-
navirus crisis, English trainer William Haggas has 
celebrated an Australian double from afar including 
the Group One Ranvet Stakes. 
 
Haggas sent South African owner Bernard Kantor’s 
Young Rascal and Addeybb to Sydney last month 
and they repaid their connections at Rosehill on 
Saturday. 
 
Before last season was out, Haggas pinpointed the 
valuable card as a suitable destination for two of his 
stars. 
 
After a successful summer stint in Sydney, Tom 
Marquand also made it back before self-isolation 
protocols kicked in last weekend to ride both hors-
es. 
 
Addeybb broke his Group One duck in the Ranvet 
(2000m) Stakes, which was also a first top-level win 
for his rider, while Young Rascal won the Group 
Three Iron Jack N E Manion Cup. 
 
“You always hope, but the reality is it rarely hap-
pens as you’d like it to. It was a good day,” Haggas 
told the Press Association. 
 
“It’s been a long-term plan, but it is rare things hap-
pen that favourably – this one did. 
 
“I did expect it to be wetter ground, so we got away 
with it on that front. They had an inch of rain on 
Monday, but it was just good ground in the end. 
Tom said by the time of the Golden Slipper it was 
on the fast side of good.” 
 
Haggas has further Australian targets in mind for 
the pair – should racing still be going ahead behind 
closed doors. 
 
“These were supposedly prep races for two races 
on April 11. There’s the Sydney Cup over two miles 
(3200m) for Young Rascal, which I think he wants, 
and there’s the Queen Elizabeth II Stakes over 10 
furlongs (2000m) for Addeybb,” Haggas said.—
from racenet.com.au. @turftalk1 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Lyle Hewitson: Never in doubt 

LYLE Hewitson was never going to be held back by  
superstitious owners in Hong Kong. He’s taking Japan by 
storm and posted another three winners at Nakayama last 
weekend, including a Gr2 on  outsider Galore Creek, who 
kept on stoutly to win the Gr2 Spring Stakes for three-year-
olds over 1800m. “It’s such a thrill to win at Gr2 level in 
Japan, it’s one short of the top level and it’s such a fantas-
tic feeling to be able to get on the feature-race board so 
early in my stint,” he said. 

This will always be funny! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
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