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TREVOR Brown (left) was a key member of Mike de Kock’s team in Dubai. (Andrew Watkins). 

Top assistant joins Bass-Robinson for KZN season 
HIS friends call him, ‘Bad Bad Lee-Roy Brown’, after the 1973 Jim Croce song, but Trevor Brown is 
light years away from bad, being one of the most skilled and conscientious horsemen around. He 
gets so serious around horses he looks almost sombre sometimes. 

Brown (48) has just been contracted by Cape trainer 
Candice Bass-Robinson as her assistant trainer in 
KZN for the Champions Season, which stretches 
roughly from April to the end of July. This job  
belonged for almost 20 years to Robert Fayd’Herbe, 
who moved to Madagascar last year. 
 
Brown will be departing from his home base in  
East-London tomorrow to join the stable at  
Summerveld and he told Turf Talk: “I’m looking for-
ward to the season, I haven’t been racing or working 
with horses for a while, Candice has some top  
runners and it will be super to get to know them.” 
 
Brown is best known for his exploits in Dubai as 
long-time assistant to Mike de Kock. He started with 
Satish Seemar back in 2000, and came on board for 
De Kock in 2004, working with a string of greats for 
15 years, including Grey’s Inn, Honour Devil, Royal 
Vintage, Asiatic Boy, Grand Emporium, Sun 
Classique, Vercingetorix, Bold Silvano, Lizard’s De-

sire and many others. 
 
One of his regular functions was travelling with De 
Kock’s leading runners to other international cen-
tres, including the UK, Hong Kong and Singapore 
and keeping them ticking over. He accompanied the 
likes of Irridesence, Asiatic Boy, Variety Club,  
Oracle West, Eagle Mountain and River Jetez. 
 
He said: “Dubai was a great experience and of 
course it was a privilege working on a great team 
with such fine horses. In recent years things got 
quiet with the export problems, and my wife Jo and 
I were spending 10 months a year in Dubai and two 
at home in East London. 
 
“We decided to move back to South Africa, we’d 
built a house in East-London in 2008 – my mother 
and brothers live here – and we’ve been really  
happy being back permanently in a village-like  
suburb close to the ocean”.                        (to p2) 
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TREVOR BROWN (fm p1) 
 
UK-born Jo Brown worked in racing herself for many years, 
and while she has taken a break for a while settling into her 
new home, Brown says he has become an “assistant on 
demand”, making himself available to the local industry. 
 
“We’re back in South Africa, full-time, after 19 years away, 
so we decided to take things easy and think about  
opportunities. This opportunity with Bass racing is ideal, 
and it will be nice to catch up with some of my old racing 
friends in Durban. I hope Candice can send out a good 
number of winners!”  - tt. DUBAI mornings in Brown’s earlier career. 

IN the best interest of all concerned,  
TellyTrack will no longer conduct post-
race interviews with the winning jockeys 
and trainers until further notice. 
 
However, in an effort to keep the racing 
fraternity informed about upcoming meet-
ings, we will continue to record previews 
with jockeys and trainers in a controlled 
environment and both the camera opera-
tor, and the equipment used will be sani-
tised before every interview. The jockeys 
and trainers will hold their own micro-
phones, and this microphone will be sani-
tised before every interview. 
 
Sanitisers and surgical gloves will be is-
sued to the camera operator, and will be 
available for the jockeys and trainers to be 
interviewed. 
 
With racing having been cancelled in 
many jurisdictions around the world, it is 
imperative that while we are still racing, 
we enhance our product as much as pos-
sible, and provide all of our customers, 
locally and internationally, with as much 
information as possible.  - tt. 

Tellytrack will suspend 
post-race interviews 
until further notice 

READERS AND THEIR LETTERS 

There are reasons for UK’s restrictions 
 
I refer to your headline “UK Racing Loses its Cool” (Turf Talk 
Newsletter, 19 March) with reference to my brief report on 
UK’s racing shut down until 1st May (or longer), written for 
Turf Talk 50-60 minutes after it was announced. 
 
The UK is in the middle of the jumps season – 260,000 people 
at Cheltenham only the week before last - with all-weather flat 
racing also going on and only a few days to the start of the 
Flat proper. There are 60 racecourses of which only 15 are 
“Flat only” and another twenty something are mixed and busy, 
all of which are accessible from any training location in the 
country.  
 
Distance affects only to a certain extent principally because 
owners pay for transport to and from racecourses which can 
approach or exceed four figures sterling (ZAR20,000-) for 
longer trips. But just look at the distances travelled for a single 
race by top trainer Mark Johnston’s horses – often well over 
300km each way. 
 
Many of our runners will stay overnight (one or two nights) 
depending on the schedule e.g. need to arrive plenty of hours 
before running and to get preferred racecourse stabling, and 
the time of feeding and departure well after actually running; 
driver regulations demand x hours down time and drivers are 
no longer permitted to assist with tacking up and leading up 
for that reason; accompanying staff stay in the racecourse 
hostels and use the racecourse canteens. 
 
 In terms only of big festivals, Ascot may be all in one day 
from Newmarket or Lambourn – but not Middleham – but 
Goodwood is an overnight from Newmarket and Chester 
would be two nights and many miles on the road, all involving 
crack of dawn starts come what may. Even “local” Yarmouth is 
at least a 3 hour round trip from Newmarket plus racecourse 
time. 
 
All that amounts to a hell of a lot of mingling of people  (to p4) 
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READERS’ LETTERS (fm p2) 
 
even de minimis. (And to my mind the risk of importing 
infection back to a racing yard is colossal). 
 
Imagine the scenario of (for example) the Western Cape 
having (I wish!) racecourses at Kenilworth, Durbanville, 
Franschhoek, Hermanus and Langebaan with daily  
runners from Joburg, PE and Durban training centres. 
That would be more of a comparison. UK racing tried  
desperately to work behind closed doors, but even then 
ambulance services better used elsewhere had to be 
committed, and the ever-changing health recommenda-
tions became insurmountable and the blow to us all enor-
mous but unavoidable. 
 
Ireland is bravely working round it with its small  
population overall and mostly cosy distances – applying 
the sort of rules that currently apply on very busy stallion 
farms in both UK and Ireland handling hundreds of  
visiting coverings at the height of the breeding season – 
and we shall see how their efforts fare as the  
coronavirus situation mutates. 
 
There are no further official racing developments this 
morning and nothing on the jungle drums. The optimist in 
this writer hopes that rather than following Chinese or Ital-
ian curves, related and developing intelligence will provide 
different curves helped by marked improvement in the 
hitherto awful pan-European weather. 
 
-David Allan, London, UK. 
 

Loving Turf Talk’s humour 
 

I refer to “Comes Four Horsemen!” (Turf Talk  
Newsletter, 19 March): Generally speaking especially for 
all of us in Mzansi, and of course worldwide, during  the 
“beginning of these dark days”, we need your sense of 
humour. Thank you! 
 
-Dinesh, Address withheld. 
 

   Somewhat tasteless, still funny 
 

Your parody on Thursday, “Comes Four Horseman”, was 
possibly somewhat tasteless and offensive, but still funny. 
 
-Drikus, Menlo Park 

1st Race: (1) Intothemystic (2) Arran (9) 
Western Vision (3) Great Pretender 
2nd Race: No Selection 
3rd Race: (6) Lhasa Star (1) Afternoon Tea 
(9) Spice Market (3) Amber Light 
4th Race: (13) Flying Var (1) Afriel (6) Dark 
Song (5) Sheer Talent 
5th Race: (7) Leading Fast (2) Karino (5) Es-
kimo Kisses (1) Ouro 
6th Race: (1) Al Mutawakel (2) Astrix (4) 
Captain And Master (3) Full Mast 
7th Race: (1) Celtic Sea (7) Cordillera (3) 
Double ‘O’ Eight (6) Secret Dream 
8th Race: (1) Al Jahbath (2) Epic Dream (6) 
Emerald Tiara (8) Wild N Grey 
9th Race: (4) Mistressofmyfate (6) Herstel 
(9) Towards The Sun (11) Claremorris 

TURFFONTEIN ON SATURDAY 
Selections by David Mollett 

RACE 1: 6 COLOUR MY FATE   9 MOUNTED 
WARRIOR   10 GREEN PHANTOM   1 OVER 
THE BAY 
RACE 2: 11 LADY OF LUTETIA   6 HOT 
MONEY   4 DANCINGINTHEWIND   14 EM-
PRESS ELLA 
RACE 3: 2 ALL TIME HIGH   14 SONJADOR   
13 NOBLE FLIGHT   10 SAN VERDE 
RACE 4: 1 SILVER ROSE   2 CLOUDS OF 
WITNESS   8 MERLIN FROM BERLIN   10 
MARCHINGONTOGETHER 
RACE 5: 1 ADMIRAL’S GUEST   5 RUSSIAN 
BEAT   8 KAROO LARK   2 GIMME PEACE 
RACE 6: 7 BORN TO PERFORM   8 GG’S 
DYNASTY   4 TRISTFUL   2 CAPOEIRA 
RACE 7: 3 WINTER BLUES   6 CUMULUS   5 
WOLFGANG   8 HEY BOY 
RACE 8: 4 DURAN   14 BRAVO ZULU   8 
ROCKET FIRE   11 LOTSA SILVER 

GREYVILLE ON SUNDAY 
Selections by Andrew Harrison 

Weekend 

TIPS 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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ADAM Marcus, set for a good KZN season. 

Marcus at Summerveld 
 
ADAM Marcus arrived at Summerveld on Tuesday with 
four horses, including big guns Vardy, Twist Of Fate and 
Missisippi Burning, writes DAVID THISELTON. 
 
He said: "They stopped off at Colesberg for four hours 
for a rest and a snack and have all travelled beautifully, 
everything went according to plan." 
 
The Vodacom Durban July is a possibility for Vardy and 
is the chief target of Twist Of Fate. 
 
Marcus was adamant before the Sun Met that Vardy 
would stay the 2000m trip. The Var gelding started sec-
ond favourite but nothing went right in the race. 
 
He said, "He clipped heels with Hawwaam and was 
lucky not to come down. He was very shaken up after 
the race. Nearly falling is quite a severe thing for a 
horse to get over. But fortunately he came through the 
race sound and it just took a week or two to get his mind 
right. He is looking exceptionally well and prior to  
coming to Durban he had been working beautifully. We 
can put a line through that run as nothing went  
according to plan.  
 
“These things happen in racing and on his previous form 
he is right there. He won both the Green Point and the 
L'Ormarins Queen's Plate with plenty in hand and One 
World (who won the Met) was second on both occa-
sions. But because of what happened in the Met we are 
none the wiser whether he stays that sort of trip and it is 
still a grey area. So I can’t say he definitely sees it out 
but his style of racing suggests he should. He switches 
off so beautifully, so it shouldn't really be an issue.  

“The route for all of the top horses will likely be the Drill 
Hall, Gold Challenge, Durban July and Champions Cup. 
But nothing is cast in stone. Vardy's owners understand 
racing, we have discussed things and we will  take it 
race by race.” - Gold Circle. 
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

FOR trainers and owners: Drs Baker McVeigh  
Summerveld  have a new oroscopic examination facility.  
Oroscopic examination is a valuable as part of a  
preventitive healthcare programme, to further investigate 
abnormal findings at a routine dental check or pre-
purchase examination, and also as an adjunct to advanced 
dentistry procedures. 

Oroscopic horse dentistry 

Staying firm this Friday 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
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