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MATTHEW The King, the first runner for Louis The King, and a special tribute to the late Mathew Warby. 

LTK’s first runner will enjoy loads of support  
FORMER SA Triple Crown winner Louis The King’s first runner, Matthew The King, will be sent out 
by trainer Greg Ennion in Race 1 over 1250m at Durbanville on Saturday. 

This is a long-awaited event for Tiaan and Louis van 
der Vyfer, who raced ‘Louis’ with Geoff Woodruff; 
Kerry Jack, who syndicated him for stud and Terry 
and Anabel Andrews, who stands the son of Black 
Minnaloushe at Sorrento. 
 
Behind the scenes, both the Ennion team and  
owner Rocky Warby and his family will be holding 
hands over their hearts in tribute to the late Mathew 
Warby, the young man to which this unraced colt 
owes his name. 
 
Mathew, aged just 23, died of complications suf-
fered during a procedural medical check-up in Feb-
ruary 2014. A sickly child, he was born with two 
heart conditions, Right Ventricular Dysplasia and 
Cardio-myophatic Arrythmia. In 1998 he had his first 

heart transplant when he was just eight years old, 
followed by a second transplant in 2011, at age 20. 
 
Rocky Warby told Turf Talk: “Mathew was a  
go-getter, a positive person his entire life, he never 
lost confidence.” 
 
The Krugersdorp-based Warby family founded the 
West Rand Heart and Organ Transplant Founda-
tion, who paid tribute to Mathew at his death, say-
ing: “His entire life was a delightful tragedy. He was 
an endearing and loving person who brought tre-
mendous love and joy to every human being he 
came into contact with. He was sharp-witted, vibrant 
and exuberant with a large circle of friends.” 
 
Rocky explained that the story of Matthew     (to p2) 
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MATTHEW THE KING (fm p1) 
 
The King goes back to a day, around 2011, when 
Mathew had just undergone his second heart  
transplant. “I visited Philip Kahan on his farm and a  
Toreador filly caught my eye. Mathew also liked her and 
we bought her and sent her to Greg Ennion’s yard at 
Milnerton. 
 
“When Greg heard about Mathew and his back-
ground, he recommended we name the filly 
‘Changing Heart’, and we agreed. She won four  
races for us and ran a few places, it was a fun time 
and Mathew actually saw her in action, as he was 
spending time in Cape Town for his check-ups. He 
loved watching our filly at the track.” 
 
When Mathew died, and the Warbys understandably 
went through sad and trying times, Rocky said he lost 
interest in racing and sent Changing Heart back to  
Philip Kahan. 
 
Then, recently, Philip Kahan phoned him up with some 
news: “Philip said he had mated Changing Heart to the 
new stallion Louis The King and that the colt she had 
produced was a nice specimen worth racing. 
 
“I had some partners interested to race the colt with me, 
but we couldn’t agree on a trainer. I wanted to race with 
Greg Ennion, a top horseman in his own right with 
whom we had a history, so I took all the shares and 
sent him to Greg.” 
 
Ennion commented: “I thought about it and wanted to 
name this one ‘Change Of Heart’, but we couldn’t get 
that and ‘Matthew The King’ was available, I think this is 
a nice tribute to Mathew Warby and his life story.” 
 
Ennion said that Matthew The King is a promising colt: 
“I like him. We’ve given him two gallops so far and he 
came through them nicely, two good pieces of work. 
We’re not expecting much first time out, I don’t rev my 
young horses as you know, but I wouldn’t be surprised 
if he runs into the money. He has a Quartet chance.” 
 
Interestingly, in their nine-year association Rocky 
Warby has never had the pleasure of meeting the  
astute Mr Ennion and we hope he does so soon,  
perhaps on a trip to Cape Town to watch Matthew The 
King, who we’ll be crossing fingers will become a  
multiple winner like his dam. 
 
Meanwhile, our thoughts will be with the Warbys on 
Saturday when Matthew The King goes to post under 
jockey MJ Byleveld in remembrance of the young man 
everyone said had, “a large and charismatic personali-
ty” and whose passing is still deeply mourned by family 
and friends.  - tt. 

MATHEW Warby (middle) with his brothers Joey 
(left) and Houston Warby. 

BSA will work around 
Covid-19 at NYS 

“BARRING a catastrophe, we need to make it 
happen in some format.” That was the  
determined response from Chris Haynes, execu-
tive director of Bloodstock South Africa when 
quizzed on how the National Yearling Sale will 
cope with the new 100-people gathering limit, 
writes MICHAEL CLOWER. 

BSA yesterday postponed its flagship sale by 
four weeks to May 20-22 but the new date is  
provisional and is to be reviewed on April 16 in 
order to mirror the government’s target date for 
the evaluation of Covid-19 and its measures to 
combat the pandemic. 

The sales company has also put back the Cape 
Mare Sale and the KZN Yearling Sale by three 
weeks – the new dates are June 11 and July 23-
24. The Emperors Palace National Two Year Old 
Sale will now be held on September 17-18 but 
the Emperors Palace Ready To Run/November 
Two Year Old Sale remains on November 1. 

Haynes said: “On April 16 we should get more 
updates from the government on whether the 
gathering limit increases or whether they leave it 
the same – and at that point we will have to see if 
we can work around it with things like limiting 
people into areas.”  - Gold Circle. 

ON TWITTER, GO TO @turftalk1 
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DAVID Vandyke with his top horse, Alligator Blood. (sunshinecoast.com.au). 

Top Aussie runner returns a positive sample 
ALONGSIDE their government’s search for a Covid-19 vaccine, racing authorities Down Under are 
reportedly considering a similarly intensive search for an honest trainer.  

Racing.com reports that one of Australia’s highest 
profile horses, (now, quite aptly), named Alligator 
Blood, has returned a positive swab from the race 
which provided his connections with their biggest 
payday. 
 
The David Vandyke-trained Alligator Blood has 
shown an irregularity to Altrenogest following his $2 
million Magic Millions Guineas (1400m) win at the 
Gold Coast on January 11.  
 
Altrenogest, which is also referred to as Regu-Mate, 
is a prohibited substance in male horses under the 
Australian Rules of Racing. The substance is a hor-
mone treatment used to control the cycles of fillies 
and mares; also to calm an unruly colt or stallion.  
 
The Queensland Racing Integrity Commission 

(QIRC) informed Vandyke that the sample had been 
sent for confirmatory testing at another laboratory. 
 
Alligator Blood, a three-year-old gelding by All Too 
Hard, won the Magic Millions Guineas after being 
delayed en route to the racecourse due to a motor 
accident on the freeway between Brisbane and the 
Gold Coast. Racing Queensland stewards delayed 
the race by 40 minutes to allow Alligator Blood and 
the Michael Moroney-trained Star Surprise sufficient 
time to arrive on course and compete.  
 
When the race finally was held, Alligator Blood  
justified his quote as odds-on favourite and defeated 
the Greg Hickman-trained Eleven Eleven by two 
lengths with Godolphin’s Magic Millions Classic  
winner Exhilarates finishing third at her first attempt 
over 1400 metres.  - tt. 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

“GOLLY Gosh old chap, this is not poppycock!” exclaimed 
trainer James Fanshawe (left) to his colleague William 
Haggas when they started practicing social distancing at 
Newmarket, UK, this morning. “Good grief, Old Bean,” re-
plied Haggas. “No more leisurely lunches at the King’s 
Head then? Too close-up over there, wouldn't you think? 
Nudge, nudge, wink wink, say no more?” For their delight-
ful, jolly exemplary show on the Heath this morning, James 
Fanshawe and William Haggas are joint recipients of Turf 
Talk’s Brokeback Moutaineer Award for March 2020. 

Brokeback Mountaineers # 77 

Comes Four Horsemen! 

IT may well be time to take our last few bets and live the 
life! There is little time, we hear. The Biblical Book of  
Revelation details the cataclysmic events that will unfold 
before the so-called End Of Days. One of these events will 
be the arrival of the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse, one 
of which is believed to be represented by the Coronavirus. 
The Four Horsemen are typically represented as Death, 
War, Famine and Pestilence or Plague. US evangelists 
Gerald Flurry and Wayne Turgeon of The Trumpet said: 
“We have already examined the first three horsemen: The 
first is religious deception, next is war, then famine. “With 
the fourth, pestilence, these horsemen represent the final, 
end-time culmination of the most traumatic problems en-
dured by a rebellious mankind.” Quick! Bring us a case of 
whiskey, two blondes (bisexual) and a bag of ‘shrooms’!  

DISCLAIMER: Parodies, not to taken seriously. Thank you for sense of humour. 
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