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ZIETSMAN Oosthuizen (inside right) with owners Suzette (left) and Basie Viljoen (right), after saddling his 
first winner in Kimberley on Monday. Jockey Raymond Danielson did the honours. 

Likeable Zietsman has factors in his favour 
PROPER FARM BOY STARTS TRAINING CAREER WITH A BANG 

ZIETSMAN Oosthuizen couldn’t have asked for a better start to his training career. The 41-year-old 
made a lifelong dream come true when he obtained his licence three weeks ago, and 10 of his first 
11 runners earned stakes at Monday’s Flamingo Park meeting, with two winners, five seconds, a 
third and two fourth places extending the dream. 

Zietsman spent six years as an assistant to Bill  
Human - a period in which they won many races, 
but he told Turf Talk: “There is nothing like a first 
official winner. I’m still on cloud nine, it was all a 
frenzy yesterday, things went by in a haze. Our first 
runner came in second, then we had a third and a 
fourth in the next race and a little while later At The 
Opera won. It was hugely exciting!” 
 
What made the afternoon even more special was 
that Zietsman’s father, Nico, and his racing partner, 
Coen Nel, surprised him at the races with an  
unexpected visit. 
 
Zietsman said: “They drove 900km from our home 
town of Ellisras (Lephalale, Limpopo Province), to 
be here with me. My girlfriend Corne and my sister 
Nicolette was also on course, also Basie and  
Suzette Viljoen, my biggest patrons.” 

The Viljoen family has helped Zietsman to make his  

wishes a reality, buying 11 horses for the stable at 
the BSA Shongweni Sale on 18 February. Most of 
them competed yesterday and he said: “Our first 
winner At The Opera (Ato) was  R5,000 buy and 
earned R27,000. Then we won the feature race 
with Via Scara (Pathfork), who cost R28,000 and 
won R66,000. All the others were cheapies too. 
Two second-paced runners were R2,000 and 
R3,000 buys respectively. I am delighted to have 
returned the bulk of Basie and Suzette’s invest-
ment in one race meeting. They love the game and 
I am blessed to have them!” 
 
Zietsman is a big guy, but said he was a lot smaller 
in his youth and that he grew up in a horse family in 
which riding was second nature. “My dad and his 
partner have been racing in amateur events since I 
can remember, and I rode too, between the ages of 
10 and 16. Many trainers, as we know, had their 
grounding competing in amateur races, like Tobie 
Spies, Corrie Lensley, Chris Snaith, to  (to page 2) 
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name a few. I’ve loved the game forever, I’ve studied 
pedigrees and form my entire life.” 
 
Zietsman said that his vision of becoming a trainer 
was fuelled several years ago when he met Mark 
and Dorrie Sham in Port Elizabeth. “Mark said to me, 
‘If you want to be a trainer you have to give  
everything else up, it’s not easy’, but this actually 
inspired me, and I did what Mark had suggested. I 
knew I had to start at the bottom and I got a job with 
Bill Human on his farm, a trainer from the old school 
who has been around for decades. 
 
“I started as a stable hand and I drove Bill’s truck to 
the races. He had nine horses when I joined him and 
hadn’t saddled a winner for a year, but we soon  
developed a good partnership and things improved. 
The Human stable sent out 248 winners in the  
following six years!” 
 
Zietsman has 17 horses in training on a farm near 
Bloemhof, about 180km from Kimberley and 300km 
from Johannesburg. “I rent the property from former 
trainer (PL) Phillip Smith. It’s a lovely place with  
seven paddocks and two sand tracks, and I live 
there too, about 100m from my stables. 
 
“The sand tracks have different depths. The one is a 
3000m track with a deep, straight 600m run and the  
other is a straight, fast track of 1,500m, so I can vary 
the horses’ work all the time.” 
 
He explained his training philosophy. “I aim to keep 
my owners involved. I send them messages and  
videos every day of whatever I do, when the horses 
walk or run, when they’re in the paddocks and when 
they’re being treated by veterinarians. I don’t want 
my patrons to ever miss a beat, because an  
informed owner is a happy owner. I tell them the 
truth, no sugar coating, and they appreciate that.” 
 
While the Viljoens own more than half of his stable 
at present, Zietsman acquired an interesting new 
patron in Johannesburg-based Peter Makgoba, who 
owns Monday’s second-placed, Royal Reward. 
 
“Peter phoned me out of the blue, I didn’t know him 
from a bar of soap. He told me that his son recom-
mended he send horses to me. I don’t know his son 
either, I have no idea why he suggested me to his 
dad, but I sure am pleased and thankful. Peter is 
one of the most passionate racing people I’ve ever 
met. He enjoys the sport to the full and we  
communicate every day.” 
 
Quite intriguing that, a black businessman from  
Johannesburg partnering with a proper farm-raised 
“Dutchman” – but it’s really good too, because racing 
needs more happy owners to support trainers across 
the board, especially owners of colour. 
 
When speaking to Zietsman on the phone, there 
were chickens and other farm animals making a 
noise in the background. One can sense there is a 

homely, friendly atmosphere around this likeable 
fellow. It’s like, there must’ve been a kettle brewing 
somewhere too, with fresh coffee and perhaps 
some fried eggs and “pap” dished up for breakfast 
in the kitchen. 
 
Zietsman says that, “there are no boundaries” in his 
life and his ambition is to train top horses and win 
big races. He is as passionate as the owners he 
described, has the right demeanour, a friendly 
place to train, a good attitude and, from what he 
has demonstrated, natural horsemanship. He is 
going to do well.  - tt. 

ZIETSMAN Oosthuizen is a likeable farm lad who is 
bound to attract owners. 

BSA change sales dates 

FOLLOWING President Cyril Ramaphosa’s  
address to the Nation on 15 March 2020 and in line 
with his urging for a responsible approach to the 
Covid-19 Virus, the Bloodstock South Africa (BSA) 
Board has announced changes of sales dates for 
the 2020 programme, including the National  
Yearling Sale. 

There are specific restrictions on public gatherings 
that need to be adhered to and BSA noted: “These 
are unique times that the world finds itself in dealing 
with a pandemic such as Covid-19. We are mindful 
of the challenges facing us all on a global level and 
in particular, those that face the thoroughbred 
breeding community in South Africa.” 

The following important changes will be implement-
ed: 

• The Emperors Palace National Yearling     (to p4) 
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Sale will be postponed from its current date of 22, 23 
& 24 April 2020. The proposed new dates are 20, 
21 & 22 May 2020, but remain provisional and will be 
reviewed on 16 April 2020 (as this mirrors  
government’s target date for the evaluation of the  
situation surrounding the Covid-19 pandemic) 

-As such the tentative provisional dates for the  
remaining BSA sales are: 

– Cape Mare Sale 11 June 2020 
 
-  Kwa Zulu Natal Yearling Sale 23 and 24 July 
2020 (weekend of Champions Cup & Gold Cup) 

- Emperors Palace National Two-Year-Old Sale 
17 and 18 September 2020 

- Emperors Palace Ready to Run and Novem-
ber Two Year Old Sale 1 November 2020 

“BSA thanks everyone for their understanding in 
this matter. We assure the industry that decisions 
were not taken lightly, but in the interests of the 
safety of the thoroughbred breeding community at 
large. 

“The safety of our staff, vendors, buyers and sup-
pliers is of utmost importance and we will be 
closely monitoring the designated channels of au-
thority within South Africa and provide relevant 
updates where necessary.”  - BSA. 

Shocking reporting by UK Sun 
WE’ve all been told of, and we’ve witnessed ‘Fake 
News’ - especially as reported by the US news channel 
CNN. Some take this phenomenon seriously, some 
don’t. It can have a damaging effect, of course, and 
when it concerns horse racing, it gets our attention! 

The image above shows an example not only of fake news, 
but of fake news published possibly without knowledge of 
the writer, hence just commonly extremely poor reporting. 
 
In the way the headline and opening paragraphs are writ-
ten, the use of certain words, Queen Elizabeth and her love 
for horseracing is frowned upon and she is depicted as a 
person who “gambles” on races as a means of making 
money from horse racing: The Queen has made millions 
over the years from betting on her thoroughbred horses at 
the races. 

Anyone with half a brain will know that this is 
as far from the truth as, for example, our own 
Jacob Zuma is from honest conduct. The 
Queen, in all probability, has never taken a 
bet in her life! 
 
It is possible, of course, that the editor of The 
Sun and his publishers have an anti-royal 
agenda, which will explain the nonsense 
about gambling and will imply that they wrote 
what they wrote on purpose and not from a 
position of ignorance. Still, even though this 
paper is know for it’s gutter-trash reporting, 
not even pure ignorance on behalf of the  
writer justifies a standard this poor. 
 
The article provides not a shred of proof of 
any ‘gambling’ to back up the headline and 
intro, instead tells of the Queen’s  racing 
achievements and how much it costs her to 
keep a single horse in training every year. 
 
They should have reported, instead, on the 
many mouths Queen E feeds with her horse 
hobby, and for how many years she has kept 
thousands of UK citizens employed by  
supporting racing and its workers.  
 
We’ve seen similar rubbish written in South 
Arican newspapers—no agenda here, just 
plain stupidity. Moral of the story:  Racing is 
always news, so let’s set up meetings with 
mainstream editors, show them the many 
positive sides of our sport, and how many 
great stories there is to tell to mainstream 
readers. To win their support, we have to ap-
proach the influential, affluent new generation 
from scratch. Mainstream exposure is a  
proven, powerful tool for reaching them.—tt. 
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

THE UK’s wartime Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, had 
to prove himself in the saddle as a spindly child, and as he 
grew older became a keen rider and successful racehorse 
owner. He was a true horse lover. Before Sir Winston left 
office he made sure all the war horses alive, injured or not 
were all brought back to UK. He also coined several horse 
phrases, including, ‘No hour of life is wasted that is spent in 
the saddle’. Jolly good, old chap! 

He went to war with horses 

All is fine in Oz, except for.. 

MATHEW de Kock and Monique Mansour are settling 
down in Cranbourne, Australia, with the help of Diane de 
Kock. They did some site-seeing in Melbourne at the 
weekend and Mat reported: “All is fine, we’re doing well. 
I’m just craving biltong!” 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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