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ON-course sanitisers were prominently placed at Cheltenham this week. You can’t keep a good racegoer 
down. They were sanitising their gloves as an extra precaution. (Irish Times). 

Racing authorities are optimistically cautious  
MEETINGS PROCEED DESPITE COVID-19 SCARE 

IT was “full steam ahead” at this week’s Cheltenham Festival, perhaps the highest profile event to 
avoid being cancelled or held behind closed doors due to the spreading of the Corona virus. 

The organisers placed 24 hand sanitiser boards 
about the racecourse in a, hopefully, successful bid 
to stop themselves acquiring a prominent role in the 
future coronavirus movie.  
 
While attendance is down on last year, some 
60,000 punters have been rocking up to Chelten-
ham from Tuesday onwards to see which horses 
are jumping the best this year, and it didn’t look like 
social distancing was top of their list of concerns.  
 
There has been strong reaction on social media, 
with one Twitter user shouting out ‘Allowing  
Cheltenham 2020 to proceed is one of the most 
irresponsible decisions made by the British  
government in decades! Its clear human lives are 
irrelevant against monetary gains.’ 
 
Another argued: “This virus has been overblown. 
Well done to all Cheltenham racegoers for giving 
the fake news media the finger!” 

The crowd for day three of The Festival at  
Cheltenham on Thursday was tallied at 65218 peo-
ple – which, against the background of the current 
global health issues, compares very favourably to 
67821 on the third day in 2019, which was a record. 
 
Ian Renton, Regional Head of Racing South-west 
for the UK’s Jockey Club Racecourses, said: We 
have been liaising very closely with the Government 
over the last fortnight and listening to them and  
listening to their advice, and they have been  
extremely helpful in telling us what they believe is 
the right thing to do.  They want business to  
continue as usual in this country and sporting 
events such as this that take place. 
 
In Hong Kong, authorities have already slightly 
eased restrictions for racing patrons, but the Emir-
ates Racing Authority announced yesterday that the 
prestigious Dubai World Cup meeting will be staged 
without spectators. Only horse connections, (to p2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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https://www.irishtimes.com/topics/topics-7.1213540?article=true&tag_location=Cheltenham
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RACING AUTHORITIES PRESS ON (fm p1) 
 
racing officials, sponsors and accredited media  
personnel will be permitted entry. 
 
Here at home, National Horseracing Authority CEO Vee 
Moodley said: “We are taking the threat of Covid-19 very 
seriously. It ultimately requires the commitment and  
responsibility of every individual citizen, employee and  
employer.” 
 
Measures for racing are up to the racing operators, how-
ever, and Phumelela’s Executive Rob Scott commented: 
“Racing Executive Patrick Davis and I will be monitoring 
the developing situation, following other sporting codes. 
 
“This is an unforeseen logistical challenge and a critical 
operational and expense item that we are applying our 
minds to immediately.” 
 
Davis said: “We will be communicating with racegoers 
and punters regarding on course and off-course 
measures, so far it’s all systems go for the weekend’s 
racing. As for a rain-affected track at Turffontein, we had 
22mm of rain on Thursday so at this stage the meeting is 
not in jeopardy due to bad weather. More rain is  
expected, however, and we’ll keep everyone posted.”  -
tt. 

Player-bred to go close in 
Bauhinia Handicap 

GARY Player, who celebrates his 85th birthday 
in November, will be keeping his eye on the 
action at Turffontein on Saturday as a mare he 
bred, Green Plains, is likely to start favourite for 
the R150,000 Bauhinia Handicap, writes  
DAVID MOLLETT 

A daughter of Gimmethegreenlight (sire of the 
first three home in last weekend’s SA Classic, 
Green Plains was bought by Chris van Niekerk 
for R350,000 at the CTS Yearling Sale. If the 
five-year-old is successful on Saturday, it will 
take her earnings to more than R1.2m. 

Saturday’s Grade 2 Senor Santa Stakes could 
produce a thrilling finish between three talented 
speedsters — Mr Flood, Mardi Gras and the 
three-year-old filly Basadi Faith.—tt 

TURFFONTEIN ON SATURDAY 
Selections by David Mollett 

1st Race: (3) Dubawi Princess (1) Karnallie 
(2) Portico (4) Elusive Woman 
2nd Race: (6) Siren Of Greece (1) Fromhere-
toeternity (9) Uluate (4) Rabbedoe 
3rd Race: (10) On Broadway (9) Fire Flower 
(2) Fireworks (3) Miss Cap Mala 
4th Race: (1) Vaseem (4) Illusion (6) Before 
The Dawn (2) Look To The Sky 
5th Race: (5) Bahna Bridge (1) Cornish Po-
modoro (7) Master Supreme (3) Our Man In 
Havana 
6th Race: (3) Wild Date (1) Pomander (2) Tar-
tan Dancer (5) Ballet Shoes 
7th Race: (7) Basadi Faith (2) Mr Flood (1) 
Mardi Gras (9) Benji 
8th Race: (3) Green Plains (2) Dancing Queen 
(1) Singforafa (13) Summer Afternoon 
9th Race: (5) Factor Fifty (2) Sunshine Silk (3) 
Flichity By Farr (1) Seville Orange 
10th Race: (2) Abdul (1) Eppagilia (4) 
Willo'thewisp (5) Dogliotti 

Greyville on Sunday (Andrew Harrison) 
 
RACE 1: 1 LUXEMBURG   2 CASSIUS COLT   5 
BHAKKA   11 BELSHAZZAR 
RACE 2: 1 CLOUDED LEOPARD   9 ADORABLE 
ALLEY   5 BRAVE LASS   11 CONSOL QUEEN    
RACE 3: 1 GREEN ICE   3 DUCHESS OF MALFI   2 
TWICE AS SPECIAL   6 PURPLE AND GOLD 
RACE 4: 11 JOY MAISHA   8 WHAT A THRILL   10 
CHROME GYPSY   5 MISSION BEACH 
RACE 5: 6 FAVOUR   5 GENTLEMAN’S WAGER   
7 WILDLIFE SAFARI   3 HIGH GREEN   
RACE 6: 3 ANGEL BOUQUET   1 SANSKRIFT   12 
NOEMI   7 GINGER BISCUIT 
RACE 7: 1 MOUNT ANDERSON   3 MASTER OF 
ILLUSION   8 WAYWOOD   9 OLOYE 
RACE 8: 5 DINETTO   4 DUCH ALLEY   7 QUICK 

STAR   3 SOVEREIGN SOLDIER 

NYS Catalogue is online 

THE catalogue for South Africa’s oldest premier yearling 
sale, the Emperors Palace National Yearling Sale, is now 
online and can be viewed at www.bsa.co.za. More than 
470 yearlings (subsequent withdrawals excluded) were 
catalogued for this year’s sale, with the majority of this 
country’s leading breeders set to be represented at 
South Africa’s premier yearling sale in 2020. 

Once again, this year’s National Sale will be held at the 
TBA complex in Germiston, with the three day sale set to 
commence on April 22nd and conclude on April 24th.  
The sale made history last year, when the Silvano colt, 
Masaki, was knocked down to Shadwell South Africa for 
R9 000 000, making him the most expensive  
thoroughbred ever sold at public auction in South Africa. 

Last year’s sale was supported by a host of international 
buyers, headed by Shadwell, the Hong Kong Jockey 
Club, Bjorn Nelson, David Ferraris, Tony Millard, and 
James Bester, and a strong international buying bench is 
again expected for this year’s National Sale. 

The lengthy list of champions purchased at the National 
Sale in recent years include all of Futura, Legislate, Legal 
Eagle and reigning South African Horse Of The Year Do 
It Again, as well as Kilindini and Missisippi Burning –the 
winners of this season’s G1 Cape Guineas and G1 World 
Sports Betting Cape Fillies Guineas respectively. 
Top sires represented at this year’s National Sale include 
all of Dynasty, Duke Of Marmalade, Gimmethegreenlight, 
Ideal World, Oratorio, Querari, Silvano, Trippi, Var,  
Vercingetorix, and What A Winter.  - BSA. 

http://www.bsa.co.za.
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CORRIE Lensley. 

Corrie Lensley now calls 
Cape Town home 

TRAINER Corrie Lensley ran 18 horses at  
Flamingo Park on Monday but at next week’s 
Kimberley fixture he will have only one runner –
“and then that’s me finished up there. I am clos-
ing the yard completely and concentrating on 
Cape Town”, writes MICHAEL CLOWER. 

It was originally expected that he would keep the 
Kimberley operation going. But he has had second 
thoughts – “If you are not there all the time you will 
get mistakes.” 
 
His decision to open a yard at Milnerton – even given 
the uncertainty about the future of Flamingo Park – 
caused some surprise among the locals, not least 
because the standard of horses running in Cape 
Town is as high – some would say higher – as  
anywhere in the country and that in Kimberley is the 
lowest. 
 
But Lensley, 56 and christened Cornelius, is under 
no illusions. “It’s top yards here and you have to have 
the stock to race against them. I have 22 horses at 
the moment but only 13 of them came with me. The 
others were already here – babies on the farms and 
two that we bought ready-made. I am fortunate in 
that I have a very good owner, Suzette Viljoen, who 
has bought some really nice horses.” 

But why did he come? Kimberley is to stay open, is 
it not? Lensley, a big man with glasses, doesn’t 
hesitate. “You see, when it was announced last 
year that Kimberley was to close the guys from 
Kenilworth Racing were good enough to offer me 
stables. That decided me and, when things 
changed (Kimberley to stay open), I felt I couldn’t 
kick them in the teeth by turning round and saying I 
wasn’t coming.” 
 
And his aims and ambitions? “The first thing is to 
train a winner in Cape Town, and after that to get 
as many as I can.” 
 
Lensley has been champion Northern Cape trainer 
twice in the last four seasons and he went into last 
Monday’s meeting heading the log. He also sent 
out a big race winner at Turffontein from there – 
King’s Temptress who won the 2012 SA Fillies 
Nursery at 150-1 on debut.  - Gold Circle. 

SEVEN students from the South African Jockey 
Academy (SAJA) were pleasantly surprised when 
Hollywoodbets visited their premises in Hillcrest this 
week. Hollywood handed over bursaries to the  
value of R565 205 to the seven apprentices. These 
funds will cover their training and accommodation 
fees, enabling them to continue pursuing their 
dream of becoming top jockeys in the future.  
  
Graham Bailey, Headmaster of SAJA, expressed 
his pleasure at the company’s commitment to  
growing the sport of horse racing. “Hollywoodbets 
has come on board this year, assisting us by 
awarding a number of bursaries to seven  
apprentices who are unable to meet the required 
training fee.  
 
“If we don’t receive these fees it impacts our ability 
to provide the type of service we need for our  
apprentices. Having this support just enables us to 
continue doing what we know we need to do in  
order to develop professional jockeys into the  
future,” said Bailey.  - Media release. 

Lucky seven supported 
by Hollywoodbets 
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Lyle, doing it with a smile 

HISTORY shows that it was on a Friday (13th October 
1307) that King Philip IV of France arrested all of the  
Templar Knights. This religious order had been the subject 
of rumours of blasphemy and irreligious practices, but in 
fact the Knights of the Temple of Solomon or (from their 
logo) the Red Cross Knights, were said to be “just brutal, 
pious, simple-minded men” who became wealthy and  
corrupt as soon as the Church showered blessings and 
money on the order. The popular legend is that the end of 
the Templars took place on a Friday the 13th, and that this 
is the origin of the bad luck associated with the day. Well, 
bad luck, perhaps, only if you’re a member of the Knights 
Templars’ spin-off cults, the infamous Illuminati, and the 
Freemasons. Some say those are the same, actually, and 
would they really ever experience ‘bad luck’? Naah! They 
look after each other’s interests worldwide, and we  
probably have a few under our noses here in South Africa. 
It is possible that, as we speak, they are leisurely sipping 
champagne on their luxury yachts, buying low-priced 
stocks and planning the next fake disaster to scare the 
world into submission. 

T Knights may still be ruling us! 

LYLE Hewitson, who rode three winners on his debut at 
Nakayama Racecourse in Japan last weekend, already 
has several admirers in a country seriously mad about rac-
ing and horses, including the sweetie in this photo who 
came to ask for his autograph this week. Lyle has a further 
nine rides this weekend (including two that are fancied in 
the pre-race betting market), encouragingly for different 
trainers. He will ride five at Nakayama on Saturday and 
four at the same track on Sunday. We found a nice website 
for following Japanese Racing, as the JRA website is poor. 
This one is called Umanity.jp/en/ and carries far more  
detailed information. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
https://umanity.jp/en/
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