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JORGE Navarro (left) and Jason Servis, big-
hitting trainers who stand accused of being 
common criminals. 

Study the stats to find racing’s crooks 
EXPERT WARNS AGAINST TRAINERS WHO ‘COME FROM NOWHERE’ 

THE indictments handed down Monday against 27 figures in racing, including leading trainers  
Jorge Navarro and Jason Servis, came as no surprise to the US author, racing journalist and speed 
figure pioneer Andy Beyer. 

Beyer aired some strong opinions in an interview 
with Steve Byk, host of the “At the Races” radio 
show, saying Tuesday that federal investigators' 
findings “help confirm what horseplayers have  
already known for decades: that the use of illegal 
drugs in racing is the major problem in the game, 
and it’s pervasive, and that the industry on its own 
hasn’t done anything to combat it.” 
 
Beyer told Byk that over the years, there has been 
a succession of trainers “who perform feats that just 
defy all common sense.” And he thinks the  
supervision of racing at Gulfstream Park, where 
both Servis and Navarro were common names in 
the entry box, “has probably been consistently 
weak.” 
 
“Even before what happened [Monday],” Beyer 
said, “if you had talked to any horseplayer at  
Gulfstream who’s paying attention to what’s going 
on and said, ‘Is anybody obviously cheating here?’ 
they would take two seconds to say, ‘Well, yeah, 
Navarro and Servis.’ And many of them would give 
you a third name which I won’t mention because it 
wasn’t part of the indictments. But everybody  
recognised that Navarro and Servis had some kind 
of an edge that didn’t make sense.” 
 
Beyer said he can get a sense of who might be 

cheating by looking at statistics. 
 
“I’ve always thought that a trainer who can win 20 
percent of the time is a really outstanding trainer,” he 
said. “And if you look at current guys who are active 
now and are in the hall of fame, Steve Asmussen is 
like a 20 percent winning trainer. Bill Mott, 21  
percent for his career. Bob Baffert a little over that. 
 

"Over the last five years, Jorge Navarro has 
won with 29 percent of his starters; Jason 
Servis 28 percent. You mean these guys just 
came from nowhere and they’re better than 
Bill Mott and Steve Asmussen? I don’t  
believe it. 
 
“The statistic for me that is even more revealing … is 
a trainer’s winning percentage the first time off a 
claim. When one trainer can consistently improve on 
horses – like not over a long period of time, but over-
night, or in the first start since claiming – when they 
do that consistently, it certainly raises my eyebrows. 
 
"Navarro over the last five years has won 24 percent 
first time off the claim. Jason Servis has won 35  
percent in his first starts after a claim. That’s  
impossible.” 
       (to page 2) 
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JASON Servis-trained Maximum Security (pink silks) winning the recent Saudi Cup. There will be questions 
asked now: Was he tested for prohibited substances after the race? And what about those US-trained  
‘bombs’ in Dubai who seem to have endless energy: Are they perhaps running on ‘rocket fuel’ too?  

SPOTTING THE CROOKS (fm p1) 
 
Beyer argued that the stakeholders in racing don’t 
want a level playing field. 
 
“The people running racetracks just didn’t want to 
rock the boat," he told Byk. "Stewards didn’t want to 
rock the boat and have a big scandal on their 
hands. Owners flock to these trainers who have the 
worst reputations. Do you think (owners) Gary and 
Mary West were regretting the lack of a level  
playing field when Maximum Security won a $20 
million race two weeks ago? 
 
“There has really been no great emphasis within 
the industry to try to clean up an issue which I think 
all the customers recognize is problem No. 1.” 
 
Beyer said he was surprised by the scope of the 
allegations. 
 
"Maybe I was just naïve," he said, "but when I saw 
a trainer who was working miracles on a daily  
basis, I always assumed that maybe a guy like  
Navarro was ... an unscrupulous trainer trying to 
take an edge, and he had a vet who was also ready 
to take an edge, and so the trainer and the vet were 
working together and they were cheating. 

"Well, that was such a simplistic view. When you 
read the indictment... this was a major criminal  
conspiracy. This wasn’t just a couple of scuffling  
racetrackers, trying to do something illegal." 
 
And there was another aspect of the scandal, Beyer 
said, “that really stunned me.” 
 
“Watching the races in Florida and the other places 
they compete, wouldn’t you have thought that  
Navarro and Servis were arch rivals?" he asked. 
 
Outside of the Florida circuit, both conditioners 
spend their summers at Monmouth Park in New Jer-
sey. "Instead, they were partners in crime," Beyer 
said. "Navarro would ask Servis, ‘Can you get me 
this drug?’ Servis would tell Navarro, ‘Boy, I’m giving 
my SGF-1000 to all my horses. It’s doing great.’ 
One of them would text the other to warn him when 
there was a racing official on the grounds in the area 
where they hid all their illegal drugs. They were  
partners in crime. 
 
“If the two big trainers at a track, who win all the rac-
es anyway, are working together, what chance do 
you or I or the average horseplayer have to beat 
that corrupt game? That shocked me more than  
anything." - horseracingnation.com 
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EIGHT-year-old Putchini (Bezrin) posted his 10th career win from 108 runs on the Polytrack on Wednesday, 
ridden by apprentice Jabu Jacobs. Here’s his breeder Koos de Klerk (left) of Yellow Star Stud and trainer 
Ivan van Wyk leading in the old warrior, who has earned over R700,000 in stakes, racing in the silks of  
Ashley de Klerk. Well done to Van Wyk for keeping Putchini on the boil. He looked well and produced an  
enthusiastic finish -  may well win again in a weak field.  (Candiese Lenferna).  

Hollywoodbets signs Delpech as Brand Ambassador 

HOLLYWOODBETS has appointed its first official Horse Racing Brand Ambassador - renowned for-
mer champion jockey Anthony Delpech. This powerful partnership comes about after Delpech 
spent more than two years away from horse racing as a result of a career-ending accident. 

Delpech is highly respected within horse racing as a 
winner of three South African Jockeys Champion-
ships and multiple Grade 1 races across the globe.  
This partnership with Hollywoodbets has come at 
the right time for the former jockey, as he was look-
ing to stay actively involved in the sport he loves so 
much.  
  
“It was a very difficult two years for me. I had to visit 
a sports psychologist to decide what I wanted to do 
in my life and I’m glad Hollywoodbets has given me 
an opportunity to get back into racing. It is also fan-
tastic to be a part of a company that is so positive 
about racing,” said Delpech. 
  
The former jockey, who has over 30 years of expe-
rience in horse racing, said that he hopes to use 
some of his experience to give back to the sport. 
  
“In my new role I will assist with everything racing 
related, provide insight wherever possible and work 
to improve the success of the Hollywood Syndicate 

by adding graded races to the trophy cabinet,” he 
explained. 
 
Brand and Communications Manager at Hollywood-
bets, Devin Heffer, is thrilled to see a professional of 
Delpech’s skill level join the Hollywoodbets family. 
“We associate ourselves with champions,” he said.
—Media release. 
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KLAWERVLEI Stud hosted a “Cheltenham Festival  
Charity Day” at Vasco’s Tavern in Green Point on 
Wednesday. Vasco’s supplied each guest with a Pint Of 
Guinness, and Betterbets  gave away R100 betting vouch-
ers to all. In all, R3,000 was raised for the Western Cape 
Equine Trust. 
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Early St Patrick’s Day celebrations? 
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Scandal is good in the long run 

THE US doping scandal has come at a bad time for  our 
industry worldwide, but it will be good for the sport in the 
long run. There is a bigger chance that dishonest trainers 
and the unscrupulous veterinarians who supply them will 
be brought to book, because authorities will be looking  
harder. They are under greater pressure now.  
Traditionally, crooked vets and trainers have stayed one 
step ahead of the drug testing procedures, but the massive 
publicity around the US case will make all prospective  
racing criminals at least think twice before they call for that 
next injection to make a quick buck, deceive the betting 
public and cast further shadows over our game. One  
wonders what will happen in South Africa? Are there any 
hoods lurking in our midst? We queried with our National 
Horseracing Authority yesterday whether they were aware 
of the substances used in the US and whether they are 
testing for same here. A media release is expected.  

Carbo-loading is good for a long run 

TRAINER Jarett Rugg is on a fitness mission—he ran 4km 
to the Kimberley track this morning and later ran to  
Panarotti’s Pizza for some “carbo-loading” ahead of a 10km 
run tomorrow.  Cool, Jarett, balance is always advisable! 
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