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GREEN Haze (S’Manga Khumalo), with trainer Alec Laird (right). (Pic: Candiese Lenferna). 

Count on Alec for consistently good results 
EXCEPTIONAL horsemen remind us with consistently top-class results that they aren’t easily swept 
away by the tsunamis invariably produced by racing, including those of lesser talents who hit and 
run from time to time. 

Randjesfontein’s Alec Laird, who hails from one of 
the greatest racing legacies in South African history 
and is steeped in tradition, won two Listed races 
and saddled two Graded-placed runners from seven 
runners on Classic Day at Turffontein. 
 
Alec learnt his skills from his father, the great Syd 
Laird who was a student, in turn, of his own uncle, 
the legendary Syd Garrett. 
 
When his dad suddenly passed away on 8 February 
1988, Alec was left to prepare Royal Prerogative’s 
daughter Mill Hill for the old Gr2 Rex Trueform  
Fillies Championship at Kenilworth, just 12 days 
later. Mill Hill gave him the first winner in his name 
that day and also became his first Gr1 winner nine 
months later when she won the Germiston  
November Handicap. 
 
Alec has saddled well over 1500 winners (including 
another 16 Gr1s and 40 other Graded winners) 
since, with dozens of big names on the stable’s 
honour roll including London News, Sacred Jungle, 

Crimson Waves, Malteme, Royal Bencher, Forest 
Indigo, Bezanova, Bouclette Top and more recently 
Amazing Strike and Smart Call. 
 
While he hasn’t trained a horse of quite that calibre 
the last two seasons, the Laurence Wernars-owned 
four-year-old Green Haze is a hard knocker whose  
victory in Saturday’s Listed Drum Star Handicap 
promised more to come, especially based on Alec’s 
assessment that he “may have a Gr1 in him, he’s 
still a puppy and will probably be at his best as a five
-year-old.” 
 
He’s always been modest and lives by an  
expression picked up from his dad, “You learn from 
someone else every day” and while Alec seems to 
prefer moving under the radar, he believes a 
“personable demeanour” is important for any trainer. 
“One has to market yourself,” he says. 
 
Alec’s traditionally had the support of the country’s 
leading owners, starting his career with big hitters 
Graham Beck and Laurie Jaffee prominent   (to p2) 
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ALEC LAIRD (fm p1) 
 
in the yard and later with patrons like Chris Gerber, 
Peter White, Wernars, Mary Slack and Jessica Jell 
generally in the mix.  
 
When Gerber passed away unexpectedly in October 
2018 the stable suffered a big blow and Alec tells: 
“Chris was a wonderful owner and friend, he bought 
runners every year and of course sent in horses from 
his farm. We were fortunate that a few other patrons 
stepped in when Chris died and some new ones came 
along too, so we have 80 horses in training again and 
things are going well.” 
 
Alec has a good new partnership going with former 
champion jockey S’Manga Khumalo and he says: “It’s 
nice to have a top boy on our horses. I enjoy working 
with stable jockeys because they get to know the  
runners, their style of racing, how they behave, canter 
down and jump from the pens. They are able to stay 
with them from the Maidens through the handicaps. 
Good jockeys normally suit all the runners in a yard, 
barring perhaps one or two. It’s advantageous to have 
someone alongside you who understands the different 
individuals by virtue of working with them as often as 
possible.” 
 
He mentioned Saturday’s Gr1 SA Fillies Classic  
runner-up Marygold (Flower Alley) as one expected to 
go places. Among his younger horses, Prince Evlanoff 
and August Rain are a pair well worth watching, while 
Christmas Flower (presently resting) is a filly who 
shows quality work.  - tt. 

More success for Captain Of All 
 
KLAWERVLEI Stud’s promising young sire 
CAPTAIN OF ALL (Captain Al) continues to 
make headlines, and the former sprint  
champion had yet another eye catching winner 
at the Vaal on Tuesday afternoon. 
 
Captain Of All’s gelded three-year-old son ROGER 
THE DODGER made a very smart debut when 
winning impressively over 1000m on Tuesday. 
 
The three-year-old stormed home from off the 
pace to get up close home and went away to win 
by a length and a half. 
 
Trained by Corne Spies (who also trains Captain 
Of All’s stakes winning daughter WHAT YOU 
ARE), Roger The Dodger was ridden to victory by 
Deon Sampson. 
 
Bred by Messrs Heynes & Smith, Roger The 
Dodger is owned by Mr Gavin Jooste. 
 
His triple G1 winning sire Captain Of All, South 
Africa’s Leading First Crop Sire of 2018-2019, has 
made a fantastic start to his stud career, with the 
champion son of Captain Al having come up with 
stakes winners in each of his first two crops. 
 
Captain Of All’s latest stakes winner was  
Saturday’s Listed The Citizen Ruffian Stakes  
heroine SPRINGS OF CARMEL, who has now 
won two of just three starts.  -tt. 

ROGER The Dodger wins. (JC Photos). 
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 Racing scribe Richard McMillan dies 

FORMER Racing Editor of The Mercury and  
Racegoer correspondent, Richard McMillan (81) died 
in a Pietermaritzburg hospice on Monday. 

Richard was well respected in South African 
horseracing circles for many years as Racing Editor 
of The Mercury before retiring.  He started his career 
in racing journalism at the Natal Mercury  as deputy 
racing editor under Jack Ramsay. He took over as 
Racing Editor on Ramsay’s retirement and after four 
decades of reporting, he worked freelance for The 
Racegoer and Gold Circle. McMillan’s Time Ratings, 
a unique formula he developed over the years, had 
an avid following. 

An old school journalist, Richard was always willing 
to go the extra mile to get a story and never missed a 
deadline. He is survived by his wife Yvonne, son Jus-
tin, daughter Hailie and grandchildren. Funeral  
arrangements will be announced later. 
Andrew Harrison/Gold Circle. 
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SHEIKH Mohammed of Dubai and Princess Haya in happier days.  

Will racing seek a cop-out in Sheikh Mo case? 
PLENTY AT STAKE AROUND THE SPORT’S BIGGEST PLAYER 

HERE is an opinion piece from Britain’s The Guardian Newspaper on the recent court case  
involving Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum of Dubai and his estranged Princess Haya. 

A few days have passed since a UK family court 
found that Sheikh Mohammed had probably  
ordered the abduction of two of his daughters, one 
of whom was in Britain at the time she was taken. It 
seems fairly clear that the British Horseracing  
Authority (BHA) does not intend to say anything in 
response.  
 
Officials apparently see the government’s silence as 
justifying their own but, while deferring to  
government is a responsible way to deal with the 
coronavirus, it looks like a convenient cop-out in this 
case. 
 

Saying and doing nothing reduces the risk 
of the Maktoum money tap being turned off. 
No executive wants to be known as the one 
who chased away the sport’s greatest  
benefactor and thereby impoverished  
Newmarket. 
 
But silence will also have a cost. What will it look 
like to racing’s casual followers, to marketing man-
agers in charge of sponsorship budgets or to the 
world at large, the next time one of the Sheikh’s 
horses wins a major prize in this country? 
 
We may very well find out in a couple of months, 
with the running of the 2,000 Guineas, the first Clas-
sic of the year. Pinatubo, an exhilarating beast who 
rocketed through his juvenile season unbeaten, has 
long been the hot favourite. He will carry the blue 
silks  of Sheikh Mohammed’s Godolphin operation. 

We have seen the scene many times before, as the 
Sheikh is fawned over by racing’s most senior  
figures in the winner’s enclosure, while the jockey 
profusely thanks His Highness for the opportunity. 
Surely it will have a different aspect this time, seen 
through the prism of last week’s judgment. 
 
What will they make of it, racing’s future audience, 
watching on television? Imagine some horse-mad 
teenager who might have been the next Hayley 
Turner or Hollie Doyle, now thinking to herself what 
it must be like to be snatched off the streets of 
Cambridge by armed men, sedated and smuggled 
away. Will horse racing still be the sport for her? 
 
The ruling body should now open a conversation 
about how to limit the importance of one investor in 
the sport. It should consider limits on the number of 
horses one owner can have in training, on how 
much they can spend at British auctions in a single 
year, on how many racing stables they can own. 
 
Such thoughts are anathema to most insiders, who 
have a hard enough time finding sufficient investors 
as it is. But perhaps limiting the impact of a single 
big-hitter may make the sport more attractive to oth-
er owners. 
 
The aim must be to avoid, in future, the crushing 
moral shame of the present situation, with racing so 
beholden to one individual that it dare utter no  
criticism or hint at taking action against them, even 
in a case as appalling as the one described in court 
last week.  - tt. 
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

THIS photo of Hawaii (with jockey Raymond Rhodes and 
trainer George Azzie) comes from  Aidan Lithgow and his 
late father Jimmy’s Legends Of The Turf streaming video 
series, which has caught the eye of the International Equus 
Film Channel. It is a series of true quality, thoroughly  
researched and professionally presented and Aidan  
announced today: “Two of our episodes, the ones covering 
the careers of Colorado King and Hawaii, are now being 
screened on the EQUUS Film Festival channel. It has been 
amazing to see the international interest in our series - I 
guess a good story is a good story anywhere in the world! 
Please check out their channel - it is also a subscription 
streaming service that has a wealth of documentaries and 
short stories about horses in all walks of life - from cowboys 
to wild mustangs to horsemanship, there's something for 
everyone.” It is heart-warming to see some international 
recognition for this brilliant series that has yet to be 
acknowledged in our own country. Isn’t it time that the 
Equus awards for South African racing media contributions 
are reviewed and re-instated? 

Legends on Equus Channel 

When all is lost, we can still laugh! 

Cartoon by J. Crowther. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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