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MATHEW de Kock and Monique Mansour, a new life in Australia. 

7 Questions to Mathew de Kock 

MIKE de Kock’s staff at Randjesfontein call Mathew de Kock, “Little Big Boss” – a young man who 
rose swiftly to the challenge in an internationally renowned stable. Matt has never lived in his  
accomplished father’s shadow. Allowed to grow and lead, the now 28-year-old has impressed all in 
the South African racing industry with his natural horsemanship, a maturity beyond his years and 
his refreshing and professional handling of the racing media. Mat and his girlfriend Monique  
Mansour (long-time assistant to Sean Tarry and sister to jockey Donovan Mansour), are departing 
for Australia next week to start a new chapter in their lives. While this is a big blow to SA racing and 
we can labour on bitterly about the shocking things in this troubled land that continue to drive  
talented people away, that won’t serve much of a purpose. We support Mat and Monique in this  
exciting venture at the right time of their careers. Thankfully, modern technology will make it  
possible to track their moves. A few days before their plane jets out and on the eve of his last  
official race meeting in South Africa, we caught up with Mat for ‘Seven Questions’.  

TT: We were quietly hoping this day would never come, but here we are. When are you leaving and 
will this be a permanent move? 
 
M: Monique and I will be leaving South Africa on Monday. We’ll be living and working at Cranbourne in  
Australia. It’s a small town about 40km south-east of Melbourne in the state of Victoria.              (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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MATHEW DE KOCK (fm p1) 
 
There is a training centre and plenty of horse  
people, though it’s not an exclusive racing town like 
Newmarket in the UK.  And yes, we are leaving with 
the intent of eventually settling in Australia  
permanently. 
 
TT: Are you starting a satellite yard for your 
dad? 
 
M: No, satellite stables are not allowed under  
Australian rules. When you train in Australia, you 
can only hold one licence. We will be joining Mr 
Robbie Griffiths, who trains at the Cranbourne  
Racing Centre. 
 
TT: Tell us about Robbie Griffiths? 
 
M: Mr Griffiths is a regular Top 10 trainer in Victoria. 
He is a former jockey who rode for Australia’s best 
trainers like Bart Cummings, Colin Hayes and Lee 
Freedman. He has been training since 1991 and is a 
top horseman.  
 
TT: So what, then, is your plan of action? 
 
M: We’re taking all of this step by step. We’d like to 
learn as much as we can about Australian racing, 
the administration, the tracks, the horses, trainers, 
jockeys and fans. We have time and we’ll be doing 
things thoroughly, learning about their industry and 
its workings from an experienced and well-
respected Australian trainer and his team, some-
thing we are very grateful for. When we are 100% 
happy and everything has settled, we will consider 
opening up a yard of our own. That could take any 
length time, but as I said, we’ll be there to learn and 
gain as much hands-on experience as we possibly 
can.  
 
TT: When you are ready, will your dad be joining 
you? 
 
M: There are things that will have to unfold in time 
and this is one of them. When the time is right I will 
probably take out my own trainer’s licence and start 
building afresh. But the Mdk team will always remain 
a team. What we do we will be doing as a unit, no 
matter whose name is in the race program. 

TT: Will you be looking at getting support from 
South African owners? 
 
M: Again, we won’t be jumping the gun. At some time 
in the future, we’d love to get South African blood 
into a new operation – patrons and horses – but that 
is not something we are thinking about now and, of 
course, the existing protocols prevent us from plan-
ning. The lifting of the restrictions will change things, 
but there are other things we will be concentrating on 
first. 
 
TT: Emotionally, this must be a trying time for 
you? 
 
M: Yes, this is not an easy thing to do. For a while 
now our emotions have fluctuated between highs 
and lows. I love South African racing, the people and 
the horses. We will miss our friends and family  
dearly. I think, most of all, I will miss our racing team 
at Randjesfontein, the environment and the great 
team spirit. On the other side of the coin, this is a 
fantastic opportunity, one we have to pursue. We are 
looking forward to exploring Australia. I have  
travelled a lot, I started as a youngster, but I am still 
nervous about this venture. Nervous, but perhaps 
even more excited than nervous.  - tt. 

ROBBIE GRIFFITHS, Cranbourne trainer. 

FIND US ON TWITTER 
@turftalk1

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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SEAN Tarry and Chris van Niekerk, formidable team. 

Commander Tarry sends 
battalion to Turffontein 

 
TRAINER Sean Tarry and owner Chris van Niekerk 
have huge representation at Saturday’s Classic day 
meeting at Turffontein and could capture three of the 
feature races on the card, writes DAVID MOLLETT. 
 
The champion trainer takes a battalion of 22 horses to 
the city track and has form runners in Ikigai and Shan-
go (SA Classic), Slalom Queen (Storm Bird Stakes) 
and Tierra Del Fuego in the grade 2 Hawaii Stakes. 
 
After his success in the Gauteng Guineas, Ikigai is the 
narrow favourite over stablemate Shango in the R1,5m 
SA Classic. The son of Vercingetorix is enjoying an 
outstanding season and boasts four wins and two  
seconds from six starts. 
 
The colt has the advantage of a better draw than 
Shango and — after this writer interviewed Gavin  
Lerena, rider of the latter at the Vaal on Tuesday — it 
looks as if Ikigai may come out on top. 
 
I'm sure Mr Tarry will have him [Shango] in good fettle, 
but he was suffering from a temperature four weeks 
ago. Despite the wide draw he should be competitive 
though he’ll probably be at his best in the SA Derby,” 
said Lerena. 
 
It is interesting that trainer Joe Soma has engaged 
experienced Cape rider Bernard Fayd’Herbe for the 
ride on last season’s top juvenile Got The Greenlight. 
Though the colt did not cut much ice in his two starts in 
the Cape season, he could well be a factor back on 
home turf. 
 
The stallion Skitt Skizzle, who stands at Bosworth 

Farm Stud, has made a successful start to his 
stud career and his son Tierra Del Fuego steps 
up to grade 2 company in the Hawaii Stakes. 
 
With five wins from his last six, Tierra Del Fuego 
has developed into a talented performer and is 
another Van Niekerk-owned runner who could 
make it a memorable day for SA’s top owner. –
Business Day. 

GREYVILLE ON SUNDAY 
Selections by Andrew Harrison 

 
Race 1:  6 WINGING IT    5 COLOUR OF MY FATE   9 
FLYING PETER   4 WALLS OF DUBROVNIK 
Race 2: 2 MOSHAV   5 CONSTANTINE   13 WE 
LIGHT THE FIRE   9 KINGSTON ROCK 
Race 3: 1 MAI TAI   7 EXTRAVARGANT   11 SONG 
OF THE FOREST   10 AT YOUR REQUEST 
Race 4: 1 TRUE TO LIFE   6 MASTER KEYS  7 CAM-
PHORATUS   8 STATUTE 
Race 5: 4 JUBILATE  10 STUNNING GUEST   6 JUST 
DIXIT   3 STAFF SERGEANT 
Race 6: 3 AUGUST RED   9 STRAWBERRYPOPTART   
7 NOBLE FLIGHT   4 POWER TO COMMAND 
Race 7: 5 BLACKBALL   1 MARCHINGONTOGETH-
ER   3 MOON IN JUNE   4 WEALTHY 
Race 8: 1 MASTER OF DESTINY   9 VISION TO GLO-

RY   12 SAN VERDE  11 MASTER GEORGE    

TURFFONTEIN SATURDAY 
Selections by David Mollett 

 
1st Race: (6) Roman Royalty (2) Peaceon-
therocks (4) Sapphire Rock (1) Arabella Queen 
2nd Race: (14) Sacred Dawn (2) Bassam (3) 
Ideal Wolff (1) Golden Tune 
3rd Race: (1) Miracle Flight (2) Due Diligence 
(4) Varina (6) Ecstatic Green 
4th Race: (3) Slalom Queen (1) War Room (2) 
Karnallie (7) Winter Stories 
5th Race: (13) Querari Ferrari (9) Lady Of Steel 
(1) Running Brave (11) Green Top 
6th Race: (7) Tierra Del Fuego (4) Buffalo Bill 
Cody (5) Van Halen (3) Cirillo 
7th Race: (2) Rio’s Winter (1) Summer Pudding 
(3) Mill Queen (11) Dancing Feather 
8th Race: (2) Ikigai (3) Frosted Gold (5) Green 
Laser (1) Shango 
9th Race: (3) Green Haze (2) Divine Odyssey (1) 
Hero’s Honour (5) D’Arrivee 
10th Race: (3) Chiengo (7) Glider Pilot (4) 
Flichity By Farr (1) Dawn Assault 
11th Race: (5) Chief Of State (7) Mythical Bolt 
(6) State Trooper (2) Valbonne 
12th Race: (4) Solarize (7) Viper Jet (14) Grin-
delwald (11) Gemcutter 
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CEO - Racing Association Job Description 

 
 The primary role of the RA CEO is to enable the Purpose, Mission and Strategy of the Racing  

Association, being “to protect and advance the interests of all owners, while ensuring an excellent  
racehorse ownership experience and playing a leading role in the inevitable restructure,  

transformation and re-capitalization of the horseracing industry” 
 

 More Specifically:  
Review, challenge and agree the future strategy of the RA with the Board; informed by the Boards AGM strategy 

presentation 
Present and get approval from the board on a one and two year implementation plan with associated budgets, 

milestones and KPIs 
Manage and improve key stakeholder relationships, specially: 

National Horse Trust 
Phumelela 
Kenilworth Racing 
Gold Circle 
National Horseracing Authority 
Government and Gambling boards 
Bookmakers 
Grooms 
Trainers 
TBA 
SAEHP 
SAJA  

Protect and Advance the interest of all owners specifically in: 
Improving stakes and programming (improved revenue/reduced costs/better programming) 
Align Kenilworth Racing to the interest and objects of the RA 
Improving revenue through better utilisation of RA balance sheet assets  

Grow membership and improve the overall ownership experience 
Implement a National ownership body  
Tiered membership offering 
Revamp membership benefits 
Improve the race day experience for all Owners 

 

Candidates skills that will enhance their application include but are not limited to: 
General business management, administration and finance  
Government and C suite stakeholder and relationship management 
Networking 
Marketing and event management  
Loyalty Program management 
General understanding of horse racing ownership, administration and breeding 
General understanding of totalisator operations and fixed odds betting 
Business process optimisation and digitisation 

  
Remuneration 

Remuneration will be evaluate based on the candidate’s individual skills and experience however it is not expected to 
exceed a total cost to company of R2 million per annum. 

 

Applications 
All applications must be sent to anthea@kuda.co.za.  Closing date: 31 March 2020 

Subject: CEO - Racing Association Job Description; noted for the attention of Wehann Smith 
 

National Board: ME Leaf (Chairman),  MF de Kock, G Paddock, B Riley, C Savage, W Smith 

The White House 
14 Turf Club Street 

Turffontein 2190 
(Within Turffontein Racecourse) 

74054 Turffontein 2140 
(011) 683-3220/683-3221 

Fax: (011) 683-3222 
e-mail: info@racingassociation.co.za 

Website: www.racingassociation.co.za 

mailto:anthea@kuda.co.za
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Lyle is excited about his 
debut in Japan 

SA Champion Jockey Lyle Hewitson makes his debut in 
Japan tomorrow after settling in at the Miho Training 
Center  outside of Tokyo this week.  
 
Miho is home to 2000 racehorses and 100 trainers,  
including his sponsor, Sakae Kunieda, one of the top 
trainers in Japan. 
 
Lyle has seven mounts on Saturday and on Sunday at 
the Nakayama Racecourse in the city of Funabashi. 
 
He told Turf Talk: “Everything is going well and I am  
excited about the weekend.” 
 
Information on Japanese racing can be obtained on the 
English version of the JRA website, japanracing.jp/en/, 
though Lyle pointed out that the site does not carry  
immediate race replays.  - tt. 

LYLE Hewitson with the Sakae Kunieda-trained 
champion filly Almond Eye, winner of the  
Japanese Triple Crown and Japan Cup. 

Irish racing looks  
altogether healthy 

 
HORSE Racing Ireland unveiled its five-year 
strategic plan at the Curragh earlier this week, 
which included plans to have a second all-
weather track in use by 2022. CEO Brian  
Kavanagh says it is “going to be different to any 
track you have seen before”. 
 
There will be 416 fixtures in Ireland in 2024, up 
from 377 in 2021, with prize money expected to 
reach €90 million over the next five years. The 
minimum race value will also increase from 
€10,000 to €12,500, and the aspiration is that the 
number of horses in training will grow from  
almost 8,561 to more than 10,000. 
 
A contribution of up to €30m has been pledged 
towards a new capital development scheme of at 
least €70m to support racecourses in Ireland. 
The creation of a second all-weather track at  
Tipperary, at an estimated cost of €10m, will be 
within this fund. 
 
Kavanagh said, “It is important the trend of at-
tendance growth continues, and we are confident 
of reaching our targets by broadening interest 
and appeal in Irish horse racing with a number of 
initiatives, including continued roll-out of the 
racecourse Wifi scheme, a loyalty programme 
and an enhanced advance tickets sales strategy, 
which will be in place by next year with the target 
of 1.5 million racegoers in 2024.” - RP 

Breeders’ Cup announces 
stakes increases 

A $4 million increase in purses has been approved for 
the Breeders’ Cup, bringing total purses and awards for 
the two-day World Championships up to $35 million. 
Purse pay-outs will also be modified to pay down to the 
10th place from the current eighth. 

The Longines Breeders’ Cup Turf becomes the joint 
richest G1 turf race in the world, alongside the Dubai 
Turf and Dubai Sheema Classic at $6m (although still 
behind the as yet ungraded sprint The Everest in  
Australia). The Big Ass Fans Breeders’ Cup Dirt Mile 
becomes the richest dirt mile race worldwide, while the 
Longines Breeders’ Cup Classic remains the richest 
race in North America and the third richest G1 in the 
world (behind the Saudi Cup and the Dubai World 
Cup).   

“These purse increases reflect the Breeders’ Cup’s mis-
sion to conduct the World Championships at the  
highest levels of quality and to keep our races  
competitive on the international stage,” Drew  
Fleming, Breeders’ Cup President and CEO, said after 
the board met during a regularly scheduled meeting to 
discuss future business plans.  

A statement said that, beginning with 2020’s iteration, 
the board ‘will adopt all six recommendations from Dr 
Larry Bramlage’s report’, which are ‘aimed at refining 
safety and veterinary evaluation protocols for future 
events’.  -  breederscup.com 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
japanracing.jp/en/
https://www.breederscup.com/sites/default/files/MongolianGroomEvaluation.pdf
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

UK jockey Paul Mulrennan and his wife Adele are set to 
take part in a charity racing staff boxing night at York  
racecourse on Saturday. Mulrennan, whose finest days in 
the saddle have come at York with back-to-back victories in 
the Nunthorpe on Mecca's Angel (2015 and 2016), is one of 
five professional jockeys on the bill at the William Hill-
sponsored event organised by Ultra White Collar Boxing. 
He is joined by Danny Cook, Robbie Fitzpatrick, Clifford Lee 
and Shane Gray, with the latter pair facing off in one of the 
12 fights. Twenty-two of the participants work in racing and 
have undergone an eight-week training programme for the  
black-tie event.  

No dropping hands here! 

Friday’s Aaaww….!  moment 

SEE, we don’t just joke around on this page. Here’s a  
pic to remind us that everything will (probably) be okay in 
our world, despite nasty viruses, filthy scumbag politicians 
and Greta Thunberg. Have a nice weekend, all! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
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