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BELLA Rosa (Diego De Gouveia), wins for Princess Charlene Of Monaco. (JC Photos). 

Pettigrew breaks the ice for HSH  
Princess Charlene of Monaco 

PRINCESS Charlene Of Monaco enjoyed her first winner as an owner when Bella Rosa won Race 2 
over 1450m at the Vaal on Tuesday with a barnstorming finish. 

Bella Rosa, sporting Princess Charlene’s black-red
-and-white silks with the Monaco Coat Of Arms, 
had five lengths to find with 200m to run and 
looked unlikely to get close, but she suddenly took 
off under Diego De Gouveia, swooped on the  
leader and won going away. 
 
Trainer Stuart Pettigrew, a shrewd and under-rated 
horseman who fully deserves to have his name 

connected to a patron of this ilk, was understandably 
delighted with the feat. 
 
Pettigrew commented: “It’s just fantastic to have 
Princess Charlene in the yard, I am privileged and 
honoured. She’s one of the most down-to-earth peo-
ple I’ve met. Last year, at the time when Turffontein 
staged the Princess Charlene Maidens, she came to  
Randjesfontein with a helicopter and  (to page 2) 
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PRINCESS CHARLENE (fm p1) 
 
visited us at the stables. 
 
“She had coffee with us at the stable yard and  
enjoyed being around her horses. We had photos  
taken. She has another filly with us called Path To 
The Stars, who has placed twice from three runs and 
can win a race soon. 
 
“Bella Rosa and Path To The Stars are average  
fillies, they will earn their way but it’s not about  
winning features and money for their owner. The 
Princess is involved for the loves of horses, to  
support South African racing and her various  
connected charities. 
 
“That said, I’d love to buy her a decent horse and 
we’ll be looking for one at BSA’s National Sale. She 
has given me a budget and we will do our home-
work,” said Pettigrew, who’d undoubtedly love to find 
something as good as his 2018 Gr1-winning export  
Surcharge (Yulong Prince) for the Princess to own. 
 
Pettigrew added: “This is the type of owner we need 
in SA racing, and when we have them, we need to 
look after them. The value of Princess Charlene’s 
patronage is priceless, and her involvement will 
bring others into racing.” 
 
The trainer has a long-standing friendship with  
Princess Charlene’s father, Mike Wittstock, and he 
told Turf Talk: “I met Mike many years ago when we 
were both living in Zimbabwe. I was still riding and 
Mike was a regular racegoer who enjoyed a bet. 
He’s always been involved with horses and racing. 
They moved to South Africa and live in Benoni, 
where the Princess grew up. They are a beautiful, 
modest family.” 
 
Princess Charlene’s name is attached to the Gr1 
Empress Club Stakes and she sponsors the pair of 
Maiden Plates on the Princess Charlene Of Monaco 
Race Day with R250,000 apiece. Nomination fees 
for the rich Maidens were given to two school  
charities last year, each receiving around R50,000. 
 
Meanwhile, despite Pettigrew’s assessment that  
Bella Rosa is not going to Hollywood, there was a lot 
to like about the way she won her Maiden. It will be 

interesting to see if she makes further improvement 
through the divisions. 
 
Bella Rosa, by Count Du Bois from a well-related 
mare by Black Minnaloushe, was a R200,000  
purchase at the 2018 CTS Cape Premier Yearling 
Sale. Bred at Klawervlei, she has a good female 
line and half her purchase price is recovered after 
six runs.  
 
Not that it matters. For now, Princess Charlene is 
supporting racing and charities for the love it. That a 
top horse will find her in due course, however, is a 
certainty!  - tt. 

BELLA Rosa, with trainer Stuart Pettigrew and HSH 
Princess Charlene of Monaco.  
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GARTH Puller won himself a cool R100,000 as winning trainer in the Hollywoodbets Sizzling Summer  
Challenge that concluded  last week and he told Sporting Post: “The energy and passion that  
Hollywoodbets brings to the KZN racing table is there for all to see. The root problems of racing still need to 
be addressed obviously, but when there is a vibe and a tangible enthusiasm and genuine will to improve the 
show for all stakeholders, that is contagious and it will snowball and raise spirits.” 

Hawwaam in SA for now 
 
MIKE de Kock has revealed that the stable’s star,  
Hawwaam (photo) was sent back to  
Randjesfontein after the Sun Met and has stayed in 
work, writes DAVID THISELTON. 
 
Hawwaam’s ultimate goal is an overseas campaign 
but it was decided by the connections that rather 
than subject him to a long an arduous journey 
straight after his Met run they would wait until after 
the EU Audit on African Horse Sickness, which is 
due to take place this year, to see whether there 
would then become the advantage of a shorter 
route in the foreseeable future. 
 
Hawwaam has been entered in the Grade 1  
Premier’s Champions Challenge, which he won 
with consummate ease last year, and his route into 
that race will either be through the Grade 1 HF  
Oppenheimer Horse Chestnut Stakes or a Pinnacle 
Stakes event.  -Gold Circle. 

Fearless GVN back at ‘Valley’ 
 
HE shares the title of Hong Kong’s most-suspended 
jockey but Grant van Niekerk is looking to make 
amends for his on-track misdemeanours at Happy 
Valley on Wednesday. 
 

The South African has felt the wrath of the 
stewards five times this season, matched 
only by apprentice Alfred Chan Ka Hei, but 
clearly has not been forgotten by owners 
and trainers with the 28-year-old picking up 
a full book of eight rides at the city track up-
on his return. 
 
His penalties have been costly – not only has he 
spent 10 days on the side-lines, he’s been hit with 
an additional HK$200,000 (just over R400 000) in 
fines by stewards. 
 
While the deadly coronavirus has kept Van Niekerk 
grounded in Hong Kong over his latest break, he is 
hoping it can act as a blessing in disguise as he has 
been able to work horses in the lead up to races. 
 
“I have just been chilling, my son is here with me, so 
he has been keeping me on my toes, with the virus 
going around I don’t want to travel too much, so I 
have been here working and enjoying Hong Kong,” 
he said. 
 
Van Niekerk will again ride Me Tsui Yu-sak’s Victory 
For All today after he almost caused a major upset 
last start at knockout odds.  - South China Morning 
Post. 
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THIS photo comes from the International Hoof-Care Summit held in Cincinnati, Ohio, recently, and  
attended by leading farriers from around the world. The conference featured General Sessions, practical 
Hoof-Care Classrooms, collaborative Hoof-Care Roundtables, instructional “How-To” Clinics and 
10 uninterrupted hours to discover 2021’s newest footcare products. International Horseshoeing Hall Of 
Famer Danvers Child CJF, addressed farriers and said: “We all talk about how we could spend another life-
time or two trying to figure out horseshoeing. Well, you don’t have that other lifetime. You don’t have two or 
three more lifetimes. But you do have a network of people that when combined, we have those lifetimes — 
as long as we network and we share. So, call the people you agree with. Call the people you don’t agree 
with. Call the people who have a different approach to this job than you do. You’ll find that it won’t be my 
way or your way. There’ll be nuances. There’ll be elements. But it doesn’t have to be a tug of war. We don’t 
have to be working against each other.” Sounds like Farriery is a passionate industry. 

Former top jockey prepares for London Marathon 
CLASSIC-winning former jockey George Baker is in training to run the London Marathon three 
years after a horrific fall at St Moritz. 

George will be running the 26.2 miles on 26 April in 
aid of the Injured Jockeys Fund, of which he is a 
trustee, and Racing Welfare. 
 
Three years ago, George (also popular with South 
African punters) sustained a serious head injury in a 
life-changing fall while racing at the 2017 White Turf 
meeting in St Moritz, Switzerland. His injury resulted 
in an end to the St Leger winning jockey’s race rid-
ing career. 
 
“My accident led to many months of recuperation 
from a brain injury,” said George. 
 
“The IJF swung into action, and the help and sup-
port of their rehabilitation teams has allowed me to 
lead a normal and happy life. 

“I was so honoured, therefore, to be invited to  
become a trustee of the charity last year, as I am a  

simple testament to what their work achieves in 
supporting jockeys and their families.” 
 
George is training for the marathon with the help of 
the IJF team at Oaksey House, using its gym and 
physio facilities, as well as the specialist Running 
School, London, which also helped George learn to 
walk again three years ago.—Horse and Hound. 

GEORGE Baker, full recovery. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Getting a taste of the future 

SIX first-year apprentices from the SA Jockeys Academy 
attended night racing at Hollywoodbets Greyville last  
Friday. They watched from the Racing South Africa Suite 
and Gold Circle took them on a the tour to the start, and the 
Stipes Boardroom where, in due course, they will be spend-
ing plenty of time. We don’t know their names, but chances 
are one of these ‘lighties’ will make it big one day. They’re 
starting on level playing fields, but soon, the true talents will 
rise to glittering careers—SAJA is quite good at producing 
stars! 

THIS  photograph is genuine and depicts real horses under 
genuinely gigantic furniture. It provides shade and shelter 
for the horses in the field, and was primarily built as a novel 
means of promoting the products of Jens Braun, a German 
wood merchant in Doellstaedt, Eastern Germany. The pic 
was published in a mid 2000s edition of Time Magazine 
and the farm and novel furniture are still in existence today. 

Now that’s innovative marketing! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
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