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LYLE Hewitson, it’s all about the right attitude.  (South China Morning Post). 

Hewitson tackles next leg of his journey to the top 
LYLE Hewitson’s six-month stint at Sha Tin in Hong Kong didn’t pan out exactly as he’d hoped, but 
to show the quality of the man, he was still smiling as he walked out of the jockeys’ room on  
Sunday, writes TOM BIDDINGTON of the South China Morning Post. 

Hewitson has flown out to Japan to join the  
powerful Northern Farm operation, who will have 
first call on his services on a two-month contract. 
 
He will be going through all the paperwork 
(undergoing a medical, setting up a bank account 
etc.) today before two days of trackwork at the  
Miho training centre. 
 
Hewitson then goes into lockdown on Friday night 
before the weekend’s cards, where he has secured 
a Group Two mount on Sunday. 

“I can’t wait to sit on some good stock and get some 
confidence back in my riding,” he said. “I think it’s 
going to be a good move to experience something 
new and succeed a bit more.” 
 
Hewitson hopes to return to Hong Kong for another 
stint down the road and is particularly thankful to 
those who kept backing him in. 
 
“It’s been a test of character, so I’ve learned a lot 
about myself but obviously I’ve had to improve as a 
rider as well,” Hewitson told the Post .  (to page 2) 
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LYLE HEWITSON (fm p1) 
 
“It will stand me in good stead for the future. So 
looking back, although maybe not results-wise, it’s 
been a positive time. 
 
“I’ve had an optimistic view of things rather than 
carrying my head on the floor, so I’ve gone about it 
the right way and whatever the future holds, I know 
it will be successful.” 
 
A two-time champion in South Africa, the 22-year-
old was never able to build any real momentum 
after a two-week suspension (incurred in his home 
country) derailed him early in the season. 
 
Hewitson wasn’t afforded many opportunities after 
that and has been forced to battle on a host of long

-shots, finishing his contract with three wins, nine 
seconds and 11 thirds from 251 rides and a tick over 
HK$7.3 million in prize money. 
 
In many ways, his day on Sunday – nine rides for a 
second on Family Leader (at $81), a third with  
Larson (at $40) and a fourth aboard Happy Alumni 
(who started at $7.3 but was a late pick-up ride) – 
summed up his time in Hong Kong. 

 
The overall results belie his ability, but he is 
not one to look back with anger or  
frustration. 
 
“It’s very easy to be negative towards somebody 
that’s not having a lot of success” he said. “But I 
think everyone in Hong Kong has been really good to 
me and it’s helped keep my spirits up.”  -  tt. 

South Africans will be able to bet on ‘World Pool’ 

AFTER a successful launch at Royal Ascot last year, Hong Kong Jockey Club Chief Executive, Win-
fried Engelbrecht-Bresges, believes the concept of a ‘World Pool’ is ‘a golden opportunity to  
harvest the full potential of global racing’. 

The next step in uniting global wagering outlets will 
take place when the Hong Kong Jockey Club hosts 
“world pool” betting on the Super Saturday and 
World Cup meetings in Dubai next month. 
 
The HKJC confirmed on Thursday the next edition 
of the “world pool” – in which pari-mutuel operators 
across four continents commingle their holds on 
win, place, quinella and quinella place bets – is go-
ing to take place at Meydan after a successful 
launch of the concept at Royal Ascot last year. 
 
In South Africa, we’ll be able to bet into the  
commingled pools for Win, Place and Swinger bets. 
 
“We created a new dimension to commingling with 
the first global pool at Royal Ascot which enabled 
people around the world to make use of huge liquid-
ity and led to a 60 per cent increase in turnover,” 
Engelbrecht-Bresges said. 
 
“We are now applying the same concept to Dubai. 
As a truly global racing event, Dubai’s Super Satur-

day and Dubai World Cup meetings attract world-
class horses, jockeys and trainers. Commingling 
provides our sport with a golden opportunity to har-
vest the full potential of global racing and we are 
delighted to announce these two fixtures as the next 
destinations on the growing world pool rota.” 
 
Engelbrecht-Bresges has championed international 
commingling for years, reiterating the point in his 
keynote address at the recent Asian Racing  
Conference in Cape Town. 
 
He believes it is the future of betting as it provides 
the same odds no matter where a customer bets, 
eliminates arbitrage opportunities for illegal  
bookmakers and is attractive for punters as it pro-
vides more stable prices with bigger pools. 

Richard Cheung, HKJC Jockey Club executive  
director of customer and international business  
development, said: “This will have to be a long-term 
partnership to grow the pool together and 2020 is a 
great start.”   - tt. 
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METRO Police stables near old Newmarket Sales Ground, Berea Precinct. (bereamail.co.za) 

There’s graft going down with destruction of 
historic King’s Park precinct 

THE longstanding Newmarket Riding School, Berea Rovers Sports Club, Savages Athletics Club, 
SA Cycling and now Stables Lifestyle Market, and their many members, after several years of offi-
cial coercion and intimidation, have been unlawfully evicted from the Kings Park precinct. This is 
the premises that hosted the old Newmarket Sale, held in Durban on the even of the annual July 
Handicap. 

The Berea Mail reports that the eThekwini  
Municipality, using the High Court, has finally  
succeeded in forcing the last remaining tenant off 
the Kings Park precinct. 

Jeff van Belkum of Warner Beach, a concerned 
reader of The Mail, wrote in a letter: “It is obvious 
that the Court is unaware of the Municipality’s  
machinations that characterise this affair. It is a con-
voluted affair, with numerous tricks and turns. I have  
explored every possible avenue to establish the 
truth over the past five years, to no avail. The only 
option is to call in the National Prosecuting  
Authority to investigate the matter. 

“The Municipality’s resolution taken on 30 October 
2014 to dispose of the valuable Kings Park precinct, 
prime public land, ostensibly for the construction of 
a Liverpool International Football Academy, was a 
premeditated act of fraud.  
 
“According to the resolution, this was a ‘partnership’ 
between KZN Government, the Municipality and 
Liverpool Football Club. Oddly, Liverpool has denied 
the existence of such partnership. Equally oddly, 
announced by the Municipality in April 2015, Liver-
pool suddenly withdrew, to be replaced by a SA 
Football Association (SAFA) academy. According to 
the latest report, SAFA has, in turn, now been  
replaced by a KZN Academy. 
 
Of interest is the fact that the Liverpool Academy 

was originally supposed to built at Hoy Park, as  
approved and budgeted for by the KZN Government. 
So how did this end up at Kings Park? What  
happened to the money? Then there is the  
mysterious advert to sell the cycling velodrome as a 
commercial five-a-side soccer and amusement  
venue. This advert, when questioned, was immedi-
ately pulled! Of course as is the norm, the municipal 
secret society does not respond to enquiries.  
 
“That sporting entities should be consciously  
destroyed, and that ordinary, decent citizens should 
be subjected to such treatment and have their basic 
rights so blatantly trashed, is shocking,  
unforgiveable and most certainly, unacceptable!” 
 
Bush Hill Stud’s Karin Render commented on  
Facebook: “This is tragic and unforgivable, the  
irreversible undoing of a prime historical monument. 
It will be depriving the city and its children of a  
fundamentally important facility. Sacrilege.” 
 
Ash Maharaj of SA Horseracing wrote: “What a nice 
place to view and buy horses in the old days with a 
sense of the rural, when you could just sit anywhere 
and speak to the big and small owners. A far cry 
from reserved seating and exclusivity. The history 
and ambiance of the stables is memorable for so 
many including the homely vibe on a cool winter’s 
night. The night before the July it was the place that 
epitomises the spirit of the KZN winter season and 
the July Handicap.”  - tt. 
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SANDILE Mbhele rode a good finish to win the R150 000 Listed Kenilworth Cup over 3200m at Kenilworth 
last Saturday on Candice Bass-Robinson’s 45-1 outsider, Mercurana. Mbhele also won the Listed Ibhayi 
Stakes at Fairview last Friday on Glen Kotzen’s Point Of Sale, his second Listed victory as a fully-fledged  
rider. He had one Listed winner as an apprentice on Bass-Robinson’s Benjan. Mercurana, bred by 
Wilgerbosdrift & Mauritzfontein, is a four-year-old gelded son of Ideal World (Kingmambo) out of the twice 
winning Fort Wood mare, Fortuna. He’s a half-brother Bass-Robinson’s  2017 Vodacom Durban July  
winner, Marinaresco.  (Pic: Wayne Marks). 

The 2020 Cheltenham Festival is safe… for now 
THE Betfair odds on Monday moved in favour of the Cheltenham Festival going ahead after prime 
minister Boris Johnson said it was "business as usual" following an emergency meeting to discuss 
the coronavirus outbreak in Britain. 

On Sunday evening the price of the festival not 
starting on March 10 as planned had touched as 
low as 2.2 on the exchange but at 9am on  
Tuesday it was trading at 5s, with the price on  
racing going ahead at 1.2. More than £1.5 million 
has been traded since the market opened. 
 
After Johnson had chaired a meeting of the govern-
ment's Cobra committee, he warned that the coro-
navirus outbreak in Britain is likely to escalate in 
the coming days and weeks but urged the British 
public to go about their business as usual for the 
time being, with a full action plan likely to be pub-
lished on Tuesday.  
 
He said: "This is a problem that is likely to become 
more significant for this country in the course of the 
next days and weeks and therefore we've been 
making every possible preparation for that and this 
country is very well prepared.” 

A racing industry group, comprising representatives 
from the BHA, Racecourse Association and horse-
men, has been established to consider the implica-
tions on the sport of the coronavirus outbreak and 
has agreed to follow government guidance. 

The BHA has said there are mechanisms to allow 
major fixtures which are cancelled or abandoned for 
any reason to be restaged at a later date, but at this 
stage the coronavirus steering group has deemed it 
unnecessary to develop a policy for the potential 
loss of any specific fixtures due to the virus.  
 
"The industry’s steering group is coordinating the 
sharing of this government advice with the sport’s 
participants. The steering group remains in regular 
and ongoing contact with government and continues 
to consider a wide range of scenarios in order that 
we are able to act quickly in case the situation 
should change,” said a BSA spokesman. -  RP. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

MANY readers will remember Markus Bachmann, who 
rode successfully as stable jockey for James Goodman 
and Brett Warren in the 1980s and 1990s before retiring. 
Here’s Markus (inside right) at his wedding reception last 
Saturday with his new wife Martie (his ‘mushroom’), along-
side Piere Strydom and Tex Lerena. The reception was 
held  in Randburg on Saturday morning, allowing Piere to 
fulfil his commitments at Turffontein later that day. Piere 
sipped only on sparkling water an Oros, so the Stipes at 
Turffies had no reason to carry out a breathalyser test. 
Striker rode a brilliant race on All Of Me to win a 1200m 
handicap for trainer Corne Spies. 

Markus, Tex had to party alone 

A tickle on this Tuesday 
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