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STEVE Moffatt (front, left), saddles Rio’s Winter in the SA Fillies Classic.  

Moffatt could slay the giants in Fillies Classic 
THE definition of "Giantkiller" is "a person or team that defeats a seemingly much more powerful 
opponent”, writes DAVID MOLLETT. 

If Portsmouth beat Arsenal in the FA Cup on  
Monday night (March 2), that will be giant-killing by 
a team. If trainer Stephen Moffatt's runner, Rio's 
Winter, can beat the powerful stables of Sean Tarry 
and Paul Peter in Saturday's Fillies Classic, that will 
be giant-killing by a person. 
 
Moffatt, granted a trainer's licence nine years ago 
after being taught the ropes by astute trainer Owen 

Sims, believes the daughter of Querari is up to the 
task. 
 
The 48 year-old has trained a number of useful per-
formers over the years. He told me: "Polo was a 
wonderful filly and won nine races, Roman Carnival 
was a star on sand and Rouge Allure is an eight-
time winner. Then there's Clever Guy - he's possi-
bly the best I've trained - a six-time winner   (to p2) 
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STEVE MOFFAT (fm p1) 
 
but a horse with issues." 
 
Fortunately, Rio's Winter, who races for Peter  
Delport, Clinton Lines and Steve's wife, Julia, who 
handles the financial side of the stable, has come 
through her tough battle with Summer Pudding in 
the Gauteng Guineas in good fettle. 
 
"I sprinted her up this morning (Saturday) and she's 
flying - we're ready for Saturday and the big plus is 
that Piere (Strydom) believes she'll have no  
problem staying the 1800m," said Steve. 
 
"When I saw we'd drawn in stall one I was over the 
moon - Summer Pudding is obviously the one to 
beat but she's drawn wide so she's got to  
overcome that." 
 
Flashback to the twilight meeting at Turffontein on 
Wednesday, February 12. 
 
I'm in Kelvin's bar on the second floor and he  
suddenly shouts out "Holy Moses, look at this.  
Steve Moffatt in a jacket, tie and smart shoes - he 
must be going to a wedding!” 
 
"No, it's probably because he thinks he's going to 
be interviewed on Tellytrack. We should take the 
tip and double float his filly with Summer Pudding 
in the quartet." 
 
This I duly did, but the evening didn't end well. I 
somehow lost the winning ticket (not the first time!) 
and - close to midnight - ended up with a broken rib 
after falling in my driveway. 
 
"Striker" was at his best in the Guineas and gave 
"Rio's" backers a great run for their money.  
Summer Pudding's winning distance was a neck 
with badly-drawn Victoria Paige (second favourite 
for next Saturday's race) just half a length away in 
third. 
 
One has to agree with Warren Kennedy's post-race 
comment that this 1600m race was their biggest 
hurdle en route to Triple Tiara glory. The Silvano 
filly will appreciate the step up in distance in both 
the 1800m Classic and 2450m SA Oaks. 
 
Steve does admit the extra 200m of Saturday's 
race is "a worry" and there's a case for and against 
Rio's Winter getting the trip. 
 
Bred at Winterbach Stud, the filly's dam, Winter 
Ade, only won up to 1600m as did her dam, Light 

RIO’s Winter (right), and Summer Pudding in the 
Wilgerbosdrift Gauteng Fillies Guineas. (JC Photos). 

Fandango. However, Rio's half-sister, First Winter (by 
Mogok) did win over 1800m. 
 
Possibly, bookies have got it right pricing up Summer 
Pudding as the 11-10 favourite for Saturday's second 
leg of the Triple Tiara, but 13-2 about a filly beaten 
only a neck in the first leg appeals as an attractive 
each-way punt. 
 
Sean Tarry's runner, Victoria Paige, demands healthy 
respect particularly as leading apprentice, Luke  
Ferraris, is riding at the top of his game with a top-
five finish a definite possibility with the backing of the 
champion trainer. 
 
Steve Moffatt has trained for some loyal owners  
including Brian Miskin, Albert Rapp and the Delports. 
A more recent addition is Clinton Lines, the son of 
hugely popular and legendary Kempton Park  
bookmaker, Porky Lines. 
 
Clinton, who also has horses with Kimberley trainer 
Jarred Rugg,  said yesterday: "For me, the distance 
(on Saturday) is a worry, but if Piere is confident 
that's a factor in our favour. Whatever happens, I love 
the camaraderie of having a horse with Steve.  
Obviously, he's a very good horseman, but he's also 
a straight-talker and that's important in this game." 
 

* * * 
Next Saturday's Turffontein meeting is an important 
one for Skitt Skizzle's son Tierra Del Fuego - the colt 
tackles Gr 2 company for the first time in the Hawaii 
Stakes. 
 
Neil and Lyth Orford will be ecstatic that leading own-
er Chris Van Niekerk's faith in the son of Jet Master 
is reaping dividends. Bred out of their mare    (to p4) 
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STEVE MOFFAT (fm p2) 
 
Night Ritual, "Tierra" boasts six wins and seven 
places from 14 starts and has been priced up  
second favourite for Saturday's race. The Mike de 
Kock inmate, Buffalo Bill Cody, tops the boards. 
 
Jockey Raymond Danielson has built up a great 
relationship with Tierra Del Fuego - he's been in 
the saddle for the gelding's last five starts and won 
four of them. 
 
The Orfords will also be happy with the progress of 
another four year-old sired by Skitt Skizzle, Ice 
Lord. The gelding (out of the Daylami mare Lady 
Ida) nearly made it three wins from four starts 
when beaten in a photo-finish by Rooi Tom at the 
Vaal. 
 
Chris Van Niekerk has been away on business in 
Namibia, but you can bet your last ever-decreasing 
rand that he'll be at the city track on Saturday. 

It promises to be a good meeting for champion  
trainer, Sean Tarry, and the country's leading owner. 
Victoria Paige is sure to have her supporters in the 
Fillies Classic and the stable has a strong hand in the 
SA Classic with the two early favourites, Ikigai and 
Shango. 
 

Final word on the recently-concluded Cape 
season - a horse to follow in the top Durban 
three year-old races is Dean Kannemeyer's 
Flower Alley gelding, Azores. 
 
I noticed him running on to finish a creditable fifth 
(beaten under five lengths) in the ARF Cape Derby 
and the second produce of the seven-time winner, 
Ilha Bela, is in the right hands to go on to better 
things. 
 
Unfortunately, her first offspring, Isle De France, the 
second leg of a decent double with the Azzie stable's 
progressive filly, Fife, at the Vaal last Thursday, went 
missing. Perhaps Azores will get my money back.—tt 

LOT 104 Edgartown, top lot at Cape Yearling Sale. (Candiese Lenferna). 

SFR colt tops 2020 Cape Yearling Sale 
NOT for the first time, the progeny of short-lived champion Soft Falling Rain proved popular at the 
Cape Yearling Sale.  

Soft Falling Rain supplied three of the top four colts 
sold at last week’s Cape Yearling Sale, which took 
place at the Mistico Equestrian Centre on Friday  
afternoon. (The sire had previously been  
responsible for the sales topping yearlings at both 
the 2018 and 2019 sales respectively). 
 
The 2020 Cape Yearling Sale was topped by the 

Mauritzfontein consigned Soft Falling Rain colt Ed-
gartown (Lot 104), who was knocked down to 
Pound Bloodstock for R360 000.  
 
A half-brother to three winners, Edgartown was  
produced by the Fort Wood mare Mrs Brock, a win-
ning sister to the globetrotting Maiden Cup winner  
Mr Brock and a close relative of the great   (to p9) 
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Zim appies need assistance to keep dreams alive 
 
TERRILEIGH Pellarin has organised an online fundraiser for Zimbabwean apprentice jockeys and she 
writes: “Please help us send our extremely talented, young Jockeys to the South African Jockey Academy 
(SAJA). Given the sociopolitical and economic situation in the country, the Apprentice Jockey program in 
Zimbabwe has been closed. These amazing kids do not have the opportunity to do much else! What will 
your funds help us do? Any donations made will help us send FOUR of our Apprentice Jockeys to a reputa-
ble jockey training academy in South Africa for a year - all expenses paid. Why is it important that they go? 
Attending the academy would provide them with the training and professional network that they need in 
order to get hired globally as Jockeys and subsequently be able to support themselves and- in some cases
- their families.” At this writing, only US$145 had been raised, towards a goal of $US40,000. Let’s help 
them, here! 

CONGRATULATIONS to appren-
tice Jason Gates who has  
received his white jacket for his 
60th win from the South African 
Jockeys Academy. (C Lenferna). 

SAJA Principal, Graham Bailey (left) last week hosted Murat  
Kuluozturk, Assistant General Manager of the Turkish Jockey Club. 
Murat was taken around the Academy to see the different aspects of 
jockey training that the South African Jockeys Academy focuses on. 
Four apprentices from the Turkish Jockey Club will be attending  
SAJA this year for an intensive 6 month programme.  

https://www.gofundme.com/f/send-zimbabwean-jockeys-to-the-academy/donate?member=3791742
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CAPE YEARLING SALE (fm p4) 
 
Horse Chestnut. 
 
Soft Falling Rain was also responsible for the second 
top lot sold at Friday’s sale, with his Wilgerbosdrift 
consigned colt Yoho Mist (Lot 41) also selling to 
Pound Bloodstock and fetching R300 000. 
 
A striking feature of this year’s Cape Sale, was the 
great attendance, with trainers and buyers from all 
over South Africa taking part in one of the country’s 
best value for money thoroughbred auctions. 
 
The magnificent Mistico Equestrian Centre again 
played an admirable role in hosting the sale, which 
has proven a smash hit with buyers and vendors 
alike. A tough economic market ensured that once 
again, the sale proved a buyers’ market, and it was 
great to see so many buyers leaving the sale with the 
horses they wanted.  
 
A number of Cape trainers picked up some  
tremendous bargain buys, while Gauteng conditioner 
Paul Peter came away having purchased no fewer 
than 27 yearlings.  

Peter ended the sale as the Leading Buyer, with 
his 27 yearlings having cost R1 710 000. His buys 
included the sales’ top filly, the Varsfontein Stud 
consigned Mychancetodream (Lot 138), a filly by 
the very promising sire Global View, who was 
knocked down for R240 000. 
 
The well bred Mychancetodream is out of the twice 
winning Silvano mare Silvery Dream, a half-sister 
to Glen Kotzen’s dual G1 winner Eyes Wide Open. 
 
Wilgerbosdrift led the Vendors List, selling 13  
yearlings for an aggregate of R1 470 000, while 
their late resident sire Soft Falling Rain was the 
Leading Sire, his eight yearlings to sell fetching 
R1 400 000. 
 
Aggregate for the 2020 Cape Yearling Sale stood 
just under R8 000 000, with the eventual figure for 
the sale being R7 905 000. Pleasingly, the aver-
age price rose from R64 410 to R66 992, while the 
median dropped slightly, falling from R50 000 in 
2019, to R40 000. 
 
A full list of results and prices for the Cape Year-
ling Sale can be viewed online at www.bsa.co.za 

Aussie racing boss takes stand against disinformation 

RACING NSW boss Peter V'landys has launched defamation proceedings against the ABC and 
journalist Caro Meldrum-Hanna over an expose aired on ‘7.30’  late last year, which revealed acts of 
cruelty against former racehorses across Australia. 

Federal court documents obtained by the Herald 
state that V'landys will argue he was "greatly injured" 
by his portrayal in the segment, with his business, 
personal and professional reputation brought into 
"public disrepute, ridicule and contempt". 
 
The two-year investigation, titled The Final Race, 
made allegations that hundreds of Australian  
racehorses were being sent to slaughterhouses. The 
segment aired on October 17 last year, just two days 
before the running of The Everest at Randwick, the 
highlight of Sydney's spring racing carnival. 
 
V'landys appeared in the program to respond to the 
claims on behalf of Racing NSW and stated in the 
segment that zero per cent of horses in NSW were 
being sent to the knackery. 
 
V'landys will seek aggravated damages on the basis 
that the ABC "failed to disclose" to him undercover 
footage obtained from a number of facilities across 
NSW and Queensland that was used in the program. 
 
In doing so, V'landys will argue the ABC behaved 
"dishonestly" and did not give him a chance to  
explain that Racing NSW has no jurisdiction over 
Queensland, where most of the racehorses in the 
program were from. 
 
In the segment, V'landys also questioned what the 
people "attacking thoroughbred racing" were doing 
about the thousands of domestic cats and dogs 

PETER V’Landy’s feels defamed, and is fuming. 

abandoned and euthanised each year, a statement 
which was condemned by racing figures in NSW. 

His legal team, headed by Bruce McClintock, SC, 
will argue before the court that the segment implied 
V'landys “callously permitted the wholesale slaugh-
ter of thoroughbred horses”. They will also argue 
that the program made out that due to his  
indifference to their suffering", V'landys had 
“ignored the cruelty to which thoroughbred horses 
were subjected to in a Queensland abattoir".  
 
"The matter is before the courts and we will be  
pursuing it vigorously," V'landys said. A  
spokeswoman for the ABC said the company would 
be "defending the proceedings".  - Sydney  
Morning Herald. 

http://www.bsa.co.za
https://www.smh.com.au/link/follow-20170101-p5323c
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 
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www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Can’t let them walk alone 

THE thing about Liverpool football supporters is that they’re 
notoriously hard to control. Liverpool police fully admit that 
these obnoxious creatures “just cannot walk alone” -  
especially when their team gets hammered by a bottom-of-
the-log outfit. Policemen had to ‘bring in the horses’, after 
Saturday’s embarrassing defeat to Watford, “just in case 
the Scousers wanted to attack the Watford Team bus, or 
their own”, said a police spokesman. Meanwhile, there is no 
“in case of” for football experts, who agree as one that this 
was “the beginning of the end” for Jurgen Klopp’s squad.  

Diverse crowd controllers 

THEY say the only individuals harder to keep in check than 
Liverpool supporters are war-torn migrants, but police  
reckon that being led by horses cool the walkers down. 
“Rock drawings show that, in Medieval times, crowds in 
Asia and the Middle East were controlled by soldiers on 
armoured horses, so our modern mounted police must be 
bringing back ancestral memories,” said one unnamed  
police chief. Meanwhile Sadiq Khan, the mayor of London, 
repeated his call for “as many migrants as possible to come 
to London”, despite the pending new immigration laws. “I 
want the horses that lead the migrants into different parts of 
the UK to be diverse too. Diversity is good. We need  
Arabian pure-breds and thoroughbreds, Cart horses,  
Shetland Ponies, Old English Black Horses, and preferably 
with a diversity of colours –bays, chestnuts and greys.” 
 
Disclaimer: Satiric social commentary. Not to be taken seriously. 
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