
1 

 

www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  Friday 28 February 2020 

HALFWAY To Heaven, SA’s star broodmare.  

Prolific mare needs one more star to 
rewrite history books 

THE influential Racing Post named Wilgerbosdrift/Mauritzfontein’s star broodmare Halfway To  
Heaven, the “Budding Blue Hen” and, according to racing guru Charles Faull, her feat of producing 
three Grade 1 winners with her first three foals might be a world record.  

DAVID THISELTON writes that Halfway To Heaven 
needs just one more Grade 1 winner to become the 
most prolific Grade 1-producing mare in South  
African history. 
 
Her three runners to date are Rainbow Bridge (won 
the Grade 1 Sun Met and Grade 1 Champions Cup), 
Hawwaam (Grade 1 SA Classic, Grade 1 Premier’s 
Champions Challenge, Grade 1 Daily News 2000) 
and Golden Ducat (Grade 1 ARC Commemorative 
Cape Derby). 
 
Faull’s Action Racing Online (ARO) website named 

seven other South African mares who have pro-
duced three Grade 1 winners each since 1940, they 
being: AVE MARIA (stakes winner) (Israfeel –SA 
Oaks, Jelal Shah-SA Guineas, Kerason- Durban 
July); FIRST LISA (Stakes winner) (Divine Fashion-
Garden Province, Counter Action-Champions Cup, 
Perfect Order-Paddock Stakes); JULIE ANDREWS 
(Gr1 winner) (Principal Boy –Durban July, Col Pick-
ering-Hawaii Stakes, Grease Paint- SA Oaks); LOY-
AL LINDA (placed) (Gold Flier- Smirnoff, Successful 
Bidder- Gold Challenge, Trust Antonia- Allan Robert-
son); MARITIME (3 wins)  (Top Gallant- SA Guineas 
and Cape Derby, Sea Cottage—seven   (to page 2) 
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HALFWAY To Heaven’s grand trio: Hawwaam (left), Rainbow Bridge, Golden Ducat. (Mathew de Kock). 

HALFWAY TO HEAVEN (fm p1) 
 
Gr1 wins. Naval Escort- Durban July);   
REACTION (Stakes winner) (Nervous Tension- 
Cape Guineas, Hifrac-SA Derby, Response-Cape 
Guineas); TECLA FIELDS (winner) Circle Of Life-
Garden Province, African Lion- Champions Cup, 
Zebra Crossing- Met). 
 
Maritime was probably the most celebrated of the 
above seven, having produced the immortal Sea 
Cottage as well as another Durban July winner and 
a Durban July runner up. 
 
One mare who can be considered unlucky to miss 
out was Trade Enquiry, who stood at Bruce le 
Roux’s Spring Valley Stud in the KZN Midlands. 
Her first of five foals was Grade 1 Woolavington 
winner Count The Money, her second foal was 
Grade 1 Daily News 2000 and Champions Cup 
winner Buy And Sell and her fourth foal was the SA 
Oaks winner Bedloe’s Island. However, the SA 
Oaks, which has periodically enjoyed Grade 1  
status, was a Grade 2 at the time.  
 
Two famous names who are missing from the 
above list are Drohsky and Ethane. 
 
1929-born Drohsky, imported from Great Britain, 
produced nine winners from eleven foals, including 
Lenin, who was widely considered the greatest 

racehorse South Africa had seen before the  
appearance of Colorado King and Sea Cottage in 
the 1960s. Drohsky was revered as a foundation 
mare of the Birch Brothers, who were SA Champion 
breeders more than 40 times. She is the third dam of 
Sea Cottage and appears in the pedigree of many 
Birch Brothers greats. 
 
Ethane produced the greats William Penn and  
Hawaii and also left a lasting influence, with an  
example being twice Equus Horse Of The Year  
Legal Eagle, who has her as his fifth dam.     
 
Halfway To Heaven has a full-brother and full-sister 
to Hawwaam (Silvano) on the ground as well as a 

Querari foal, so she should go on to smash more 
records.  - Gold Circle. 

SEA Cottage, best of three stars from Maritime. 
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TAB offers good betting options on 
first televised Saudi Cup 

RACING fans and punters are in for a treat on Saturday as the inaugural edition of the Saudi Cup 
horse racing event will be broadcast on Tellytrack 1 (channel 239 on DStv) while TAB will offer a full 
bouquet of betting options. 

Prize money on Kingdom Day totals $29.2 
million with the $20-million Saudi Cup head-
ing the eight-race card. It’s a dirt/sand race-
track and predictably an army of USA runners 
will compete on the day headed by four-time 
Grade 1 winner Maximum Security who goes 
for the topliner. 
 
The race times are as follows: 
 
15:00     Race 1: 
The Mohamed Yousuf Naghi Motors Cup, 
Open  2100m  turf 
 
15:35     Race 2:  
The stc 1351 Cup, Open 1351m turf                                 
 
 
16:10     Race 3: 
The Longines Turf Handicap, Open  3000m  
turf 
 
16:45     Race 4:  
The Obaiya Arabian Classic, (Purebred Ara-
bians) 2000m dirt 
 
17:30     Race 5: 
The Jockey Club Local Handicap, Open                   
1800m dirt 
 
18:10     Race 6: The Samba Saudi Derby, 
Open 1600m dirt 
 
18:50     Race  7:  
The Saudia Sprint, Open 1200m  dirt                                          
 
19:40     Race 8: 
The Saudi Cup 1800m dirt                                                                 
 
 TAB’s betting bouquet will offer the following: 
 
ALL RACES: 
 
Win, Place, Swinger, Exacta, Trifecta, Quar-
tet, Rolling Double (Races 1-2; 2-3; etc). 
 
Bipot: Races 1-6. 
 
Place Accumulator: Races 2-8 
 
Pick 6: Races 3-8. 
 
Jackpot: races 5-8 
 
Pick 3: Races 6-8. 
 

Peter, Kennedy’s benefit day? 

THE intriguing question surrounding Saturday’s 10-event 
programme at Turffontein is how many races will be won 
by the combination of trainer Paul Peter and jockey  
Warren Kennedy, writes DAVID MOLLETT. 

In early betting, runners from Peter’s stable, which has a 
total of 83 winners so far this season, are favourite in three 
of the six Pick Six races. 

Riverstown, sixth in the recent Gauteng Guineas, will sport 
blinkers for the first time in the seventh race and tops the 
betting boards ahead of log-leading Sean Tarry’s filly, 
Spiritofthegroove. 

However, Spiritofthegroove has had a busy season and a 
bigger danger to Riverstown could be Callan Murray’s 
mount Palace Assembly. The gelding reverts to a shorter 
trip and his early price of 10-1 looks generous. 

Though he won narrowly at Scottsville in January, Peter’s 
sprinter Rebel’s Champ looks a worthy favourite in the 
eighth race. His chief rival could be Paul Matchett’s filly 
Basadi Faith who will carry just 49kg. 

Marshall Foch is another favourite for the Peter stable in 
the ninth race, but the three-time winner could be given a 
run for his money by Geoff Woodruff’s four-year-old,  
Theravada. 

TURFFONTEIN SELECTIONS SATURDAY 
 
1st Race: (7) Phinda Mzala (9) Takagari (3) Magic Blaze 
(5) Master Of Disguise 
2nd Race: (9) Powder Puff (11) Ululate (6) Magogo (3) 
Cloth Of Ice 
3rd Race: (14) Wylie Wench (13) Dice The Bullet (6) Wal-
laa (5) Dark Song 
4th Race: (9) Theatre Of Dreams (5) Mount Everest (1) 
Doublethink (2) Soul Connection 
5th Race: (1) Untamed Tiger (5) Kratos Power (4) Tyrus 
Express (2) Spooky 
6th Race: (2) All Of Me (3) Oden (8) Corvette Captain (7) 
Silver Master 
7th Race: (2) Palace Assembly (1) Riverstown (4) 
Spiritofthegroove (5) Aqua Delta 
8th Race: (1) Rebel's Champ (5) Basadi Faith (2) Mom-
bela (8) Old Man Tyme 
9th Race: (8) Theravada (1) Marshall Foch (7) Christo-
pher Robin (3) Last Of A Legend 
10th Race: (4) Full Mast (5) Carbon Atom (1) Soldier On 
(3) Captain Of Tortuga   -  (David Mollett) 
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SARAH Bon (on retired racer Abbotsbury), on an outride near Kyalami with some of her riding pupils. 

The sweet synergy between horse 
racing and equestrian sports 

WE’re launching “Turf Talk Equestrian” today – a monthly addition to Turf Talk aimed at the active 
and passionate South African Equestrian community, and serving the existing cross-section  
between horse racing and equestrian sports. 

We’re novices at equestrian stuff, but we do know 
that this is a community that consistently delivers 
beautiful and interesting stories, which everyone 
loves to read and is something the horse industry as 
a whole will always benefit from. 
 
Being fans of the equine species, lovers of the  
thoroughbred, we’re willing learners, so please bear 
with us while we learn about this industry and  
excuse us if we make stupid mistakes. We’ll get 
there, and we’ll be attending selected equestrian 
events henceforth. 
 
We’re starting our learning journey close to home 
with none other than Andrew Bon, the horse racing 
veteran with an unlimited wealth of knowledge 

(except of good and evil). Bonski and wife Sarah 
have 25 horses stabled at the Citadel Equestrian 
Park next to the American School in Kyalami,  
Johannesburg. Sarah is the caretaker and she runs 
an active riding school.  
 
Her husband is a sitting duck for racehorses coming 
off the track. Bonski gets a warm, fuzzy feeling  
every time he sees a horse about to retire - hence 
their growing stable. 
 
“We’re actually full, we can’t take in more,” said 
Bon, who has some familiar names of the past  
stabled at Citadel, including Emerald Cup sand star 
Alimony, Graded top-level performer White Line 
Fever, Gr1 Gold Medallion winner           (to page 8) 
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RACING AND EQUESTRIAN (fm p6) 
 
Carnadore, sprinters Abbottsbury and Valberg, 
handicapper Snowdon and Glass Wing, a half-
brother to champion Kasimir. 
 
“We saved Glass Wing a day before he was due to 
be euthanised,” said Bon. “He’s one of our  
favourites, a beautiful horse.” 
 
The thoroughbreds coming off the track enjoy  
second careers as jumpers, over varying heights, 
and are also employed as riding horses at Sarah’s 
school, where she teaches several young students 
who attend the neighbouring American school. 
 
“We use ponies for the small kids and they  
progress to the bigger horses when needed. We 
have one pupil here, a disabled child. He could 
hardly walk when he got here, but after a few 
weeks on horseback he has grown in confidence 
and self-image and he walks better. His doctor is 
amazed with what the horse therapy has achieved. 
 
“What horses can do for disabled and autistic chil-
dren, and others, is amazing and well documented. 
These animals are so special. In an ideal world 
they will all be well looked after until they pass 
away, but of course that is just not possible, but 
every person who looks after a horse is doing a lot 
of good. 
 
“We all know how expensive it is to feed a horse, 
so the equestrian world, in particular, costs its  
participants a lot of money and there is little or no 
reward, even for those who win show jumping or 
eventing contests.  This industry is for the  
passionate, and working with them and caring for 
them is a labour of love.” 
 
“There are horses coming off racetracks every 
week, and many owners can’t afford to keep them 
in retirement and have no option but to euthanise 
them. There are several others, however, who find 
homes for their former runners and make an effort 
to care for the beautiful thoroughbreds who served 
them at the races. 
 
“There are riding schools and equestrian centres 
like ours all over the country, but many of them are 
chock-a-block and can’t take on new horses.  
Owners can approach the National Horse Trust for 
help, they are always in need of financial  
assistance but go out of their way to help.  
 
“In the Cape there is Ken Truter’s Western Cape 
Equine Trust, also well managed and able to  
assist. What we have to prevent is the abandoning 
of these dear animals who can end up emaciated 
and abused if their owners just desert them.” 
 
For the many Turf Talk racing fans unfamiliar with 
Equestrian Sports, Bon gave a brief rundown.  
 
“Let’s divide it into four. You have Leisure Riders, 
serious horse people who go to training shows and 

the like. Then you have people who register to be 
equestrians, they pay an administrative fee and go 
to selected shows all kitted out. Thirdly there is the 
Eventing side, made up of Show Jumping,  
Dressage and Cross Country. Dressage is the high 
end of equestrian sports. It covers many disciplines 
and requires the best horses and handlers.  
 
Lastly there is Polo, which is for affluent horsemen- 
and women. It’s a super sport, but you need to keep 
between four and eight Polo ponies to compete  
effectively, because there are four Chukkas (periods 
of continuous play) in a Polo match and most ponies 
can compete in only one Chukka per match.” 
 
Cool, then. We look forward to learning more and  
publishing your stories. Mail editor@turftalk.co.za to  
contribute or to advertise in this section.   - ttE. 

MEGAN Brooker on White Line Fever. 

ALIMONY looks like he can race again tomorrow. 

HENGE, a 23-year-old mare by Northern Guest. 
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GEIR Gulliksen of Norway fell off his horse Groep Quatro, when he was riding a lap of honour at the World 
Cup championship in Gothenburg, Sweden. 

Gulliksen (60), falls off after winning World Cup 
AFTER more than 40 years in show jumping, Norwegian Geir Gulliksen beat riders less than half his 
age to score his first FEI World Cup win last Sunday, then survived an injury scare when his horse 
threw him during the prize ceremony. 

Gulliksen, 60, took the title at the Gothenburg 
show, the last qualifier for the prestigious World 
Cup Final in Las Vegas in April. 
 
“This is definitely the highlight of my career,” he 
said after getting the fastest clear round in the 
jump-off on his horse VDL Groep Quatro. “As I got 
older I thought it would never happen.” 
 
As he went to collect his prize, Gulliksen removed 
his safety helmet but was then thrown against a 
wall when his horse was startled. When he initially 
failed to get up the crowd at the Scandinavium 
Arena went silent and screens were erected 
around the Norwegian. 

Minutes later, Gulliksen jumped to his feet. 
“I’m not scared of injury,” he said of the 
risks involved in equestrian sport. “The day I 
feel frightened, I will stop straight away.” 
 
Gulliksen, who rode on his first Norwegian team 44 
years ago, beat 23-year-old Swiss Bryan Balsiger 
into second place. 

“Age is something you have in your head,” Gulliksen 
said. “Even though I am aching a bit more, I don’t 
really think about it. Many people say, ‘you should let 
the young ones come through,’ but they are welcome 
to come up.” - from indianexpress.com 

http://www.equestrianhouse.co.za/
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COMING EVENTS 

Saturday, March 14, 2020 at 8 AM – 5 PM  

PRESIDENT’S CUP FREEJUMPING 
MAPLE RIDGE EQUESTRIAN FARM 

SATURDAY, 18 MARCH

Successful after racing careers 

WOOD-More Manor Stud Farm reports:  Life After  
Racing… We were delighted to receive a message from 
Nicole Jenkins, with her photo of UMBANI (above) - who 
has gone onto enjoying a life of competing in both  
Dressage & Show jumping. He won a race at the old  
Clairwood in January 2014. We always appreciate receiv-
ing feedback from our homebreds post their racing days. 
Some of our FB friends may remember how he was 
named. He has a very distinct white line that runs around 
his off hind leg, that resembles a bolt of “Lightning”. As he 
was bred by our Staff Equity Fund, “Lightning” translated to 
native Zulu means UMBANI.  

FORMER top stayer Sage Throne is enjoying a second 
career after racing, at Summerveld. He is in the care of 
Erinn Dempsey and John Buckler, jumping and doing 
cross-country. Dempsey also looked after the  
accomplished grey, Equal Image, who became a brilliant 
showjumper after his retirement. He died in 2016. 

SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO  
editor@turftalk.co.za 

https://tackntogs.co.za/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Gauteng to North America 

THERE will be loud cheers at Gauteng’s Heversham Park if 
Satish Seemar-trained North America can take a prize in 
Saturday’s $20-million Saudi Cup. The stud owns North 
America’s dam, Northern Mischief, who is still active in the 
broodmare paddocks at David Stack’s Coolagown Stud in 
Ireland. On the photo, Kat Riley of Heversham Park meets 
North America on a trip to Dubai. 

Equines have to fight for rights 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
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