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www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  Tuesday 25 February 2020 

ADRIAN Todd, Managing Director of the South African  
Equine Health & Protocols NPC (SAEHP), introduces the 
final Plenary Session at the Asian Racing Conference on  
Promoting the International Movement of Horses. 

Todd is pulling big rabbit from a hat 
THE definition of “pull a rabbit out of a hat” is to do something surprising and apparently  
impossible. That is what Adrian Todd, MD of SA Equine Health and Protocols (SAEHP), has 
achieved in his goal to get the country direct access to overseas racing and breeding markets, 
writes DAVID MOLLETT. 

Todd’s detractors believed he had more 
chance of climbing Everest than getting the 
protocol rules changed. However, with the 
support of breeders, bloodstock sales  
companies and leading owner Chris van 
Niekerk, his frequent trips to Brussels have 
eventually born fruit. 
 
Addressing the 38th Asian Racing  
Conference (ARF) in Cape Town last  
Friday, Todd said: “After engaging fully with 
not only its stakeholders but also national 
government, a world-class system has 
been created and implemented and ready 
for EU audit on April 20. 
 
“The SAEHP will receive a report by  
mid-May followed by a three-week  
consultation period with the EU and further 
meetings with EU committees before a 
hoped-for go-ahead in November. 
 
“We’ve been living in splendid isolation — 
this would be a massive deal for our racing 
and breeding industries. SA has a world-
class product and it would let us get on the 
international stage for the first time. We’ll 
be on the world scene for the benefit of all,” 
said Todd. 
 
The final message from Andrew Harding, 
secretary-general of the ARF, was proof 
that the federation backs the efforts by SA 
for doors to be opened. 
 
“The mission of the International Federation 
of Horse Racing Authorities — to which the 
ARF is fully signed up — is to promote the 
globalisation of racing,” Harding told  
delegates. 
 
“SA’s rehabilitation can benefit racing  
globally — a successful audit over the next 
nine months to the EU and audit of new 
control measures devised by SA to combat 
the threat to direct movement of horses will 
benefit not only the home nation but also 
international racing.                   (to page 2) 
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TODD’S RABBIT  (fm p1) 
 
“If the audit is successful, there will be benefit to SA 
breeders in good bloodstock being available. Inter-
national racing would be stronger, more interesting 
and have greater value propositions in so many 
ways if the quality of SA bloodstock can be seen 
more easily on the world stage,” Harding said. 
It is worth reflecting on the words of last season’s 
leading owner, Van Niekerk, in his speech at the 
Equus awards at Emperors Palace Casino & Resort 

last August: “We humans seem to have got this  
unfortunate trait — we think negative and, as a  
result, what transpires is only negative. We need to 
get to the real issues — there are always solutions to 
be found.” 
 
Todd has heeded this advice and all the positive 
vibes emerging from last week’s Asian Racing  
Conference points to him pulling the rabbit out of the 
hat to the overall benefit of horse racing. 
- From Business Day. 

Two Jackpots on all SA 
race meetings 

 
FROM today, Tuesday 25 February, two Jackpots will be 
operational on all South African race meetings and TAB 
customers must mark the relevant venue oval and the 
Leg 1 race number to play. 
 
A second Jackpot was launched on one South African 
race meeting daily some time ago, but TAB customers 
had to mark venue oval 9 to bet because of display is-
sues with tickets going forward and will pays. 
 
Tests on Saturday and again on Monday’s Fairview 
meeting indicate that the bulk of these issues have been 
resolved and from tomorrow TAB customers must no 
longer utilise venue oval 9 to play the second Jackpot. 
 
To play Jackpot ONE or Jackpot TWO mark the actual 
venue oval (TURF for Turffontein, WEST CAPE for  
Kenilworth or Durbanville etc) and the race number of 
the first leg of the bet. 
 
Jackpot ONE and Jackpot TWO will be scheduled  
according to the following table: 
 
* 7-race card: 
Jackpot ONE = Races 3 to 6 
Jackpot TWO = Races 4 to 7 
* 8-race card: 
Jackpot ONE = Races 4 to 7 
Jackpot TWO = Races 5 to 8 
* 9-race card: 
Jackpot ONE = Races 5 to 8 
Jackpot TWO = Races 6 to 9 
* 10-race card: 
Jackpot ONE = Races 5 to 8 
Jackpot TWO = Races 7 to 10 
* 11-race card: 
Jackpot ONE = Races 5 to 8 
Jackpot TWO = Races 8 to 11 
* 12-race card or more: 
Jackpot ONE = Races 5 to 8 
Jackpot TWO = Races 9 to 12 

Golden Ducat in July picture 
 
GOLDEN Ducat put himself into the Vodacom 
Durban July betting at 25-1, and his remarkable 
dam into the record books, when realising his 
long-held potential after being backed from 16-1 
to 10-1 in the ARF Commemorative Cape  
Derby at Kenilworth on Saturday, writes  
MICHAEL CLOWER. 
 
Halfway To Heaven’s first three foals have now 
all won Grade 1 races – Rainbow Bridge and 
Hawwaam are the other two – and there is  
going to be some interest in the next one when 
the Silvano colt comes into the ring at the Na-
tional Yearling Sale in April! 
 
The Wilgerbosdrift and Mauritzfontein breeding 
operations are already entitled to take a bow 
but Saturday’s 10-1 win was also a triumph for 
Eric Sands who learned an invaluable amount 
about the complex mental make-up of the  
family when he trained Halfway to Heaven and 
won the 2013 Prix Du Cap with her. 
 
It was his decision to geld Golden Ducat in No-
vember and to bring him back under the radar.  
 
“We had to geld him because he was getting 
impossible and I have won the Derby before by 
avoiding features with an immature horse,” 
Sands explained after greeting his third winner 
of the race following Jungle Warrior back in 
1988 and Grande Jete in 2001. 
 
An improving three-year-old, almost certainly 
still ahead of the handicapper, is what July 
punters dream about but, before you start com-
paring the pre-nomination prices, it would be 
prudent to wait until he is confirmed an intended 
runner – that is not the case at the moment. 
 
“I am going to discuss things with Mary Slack, 
Steven and Jessica Jell as well as with Jehan 
Malherbe,” said Sands, “and only then will we 
decide what we should do.” - Gold Circle. 
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MAHBOOBA. Mike de Kock’s former top race mare is starting to match her track achievements in the  
broodmare paddock. (Andrew Watkins). 

Mahbooba’s passing on her talent at stud 
REMEMBER Mahbooba? The daughter of Galileo won the 2010 Gr.1 Golden Slipper for trainer Mike 
de Kock and owner/breeder Sheik Mohammed bin Khalifa Al Maktoum, before carving out a  
glittering career in Dubai and the UK, writes ADA VAN DER BENT. 

She has since transferred her prowess to the 
broodmare paddocks as the dam of two stakes 
winners, the latest of which, four-year-old home-
bred Dubai Warrior, made all to capture last week-
end's Gr.3 Winter Derby on the Lingfield polytrack. 
 
Making his 2020 debut, the John Gosden-trained 
colt was never headed under an enterprising ride 
by Frankie Dettori. Allowed to set a good pace up 
front, he displayed an impressive change of gears 
in the home straight to go three lengths clear and 
maintained that advantage to the line.  
 
Successful in five of seven starts, the colt has  
relatively few miles on the clock. He won on his 
juvenile debut over a mile and developed into a 
smart three-year-old on the polytrack, winning 
twice before landing the Listed Quebec Stakes 
over the course and distance at the end of 2019. 
 
“Dubai Warrior ran a lovely race. I said to Frankie 
that if he breaks well, just let him use his big stride 

as there is no point getting caught in a slowly run race 
around here and then trying to dash,” Gosden  
commented. 
 
"I think he showed a lot of class, although I don’t think 
the favourite had the run of the race. Dubai Warrior 
will head for the Easter Classic next. always the  
Quebec, then try to win this before going on to Good 
Friday. It is a wonderful programme here and I am a 
supporter of it. Dubai Warrior is a horse who will not 
want soft or loose ground on turf. He likes to put his 
foot down and know where it is.” 
 
Dettori – riding in Britain for the first time this year – 
added: “I tried not to burn too much petrol in the  
beginning.  
 
By Dansili, Dubai Warrior is an own brother to  
Mootasadir, winner of the Gr.3 Diamond Stakes and 
runner-up in the Gr.3 September Stakes. Waiting in 
the wings is Mahbooba's juvenile filly by new sire  
sensation Kingman.—tt. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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RICHARD Johnson with physio, Kate Davis.  
(Racing Post). 

Never-say die Johnson 
will be back on Thursday 

 
RICHARD Johnson, the champion jockey over jumps 
in the UK for the last four seasons, may have dashed 
his hopes of a fifth successive title when he broke 
his right arm in a fall at Exeter in mid-January, but he 
will be back in time for March’s Cheltenham Festival. 
 
Even at the age of 41, and having suffered injuries to 
most of the bones in his body, Johnson’s appetite  
remains insatiable, his desire unquenched.  
 
Johnson is booked for two rides this Thursday: one at 
Musselburgh for Olly Murphy and one for boss Philip 
Hobbs at Ludlow. His imminent return to action is not 
only a timely boost for the jockey ahead of Cheltenham 
Festival, but also reignites the title race between himself 
and Brian Hughes.  
 
Johnson told Racing Post: "I've just spoken to Jerry Hill, 
the BHA doctor, and he's happy for me to return to riding 
on Thursday. It looks like the plan will be for me to be at 
Ludlow or Musselburgh as things stand and it will be 
good to be back.  
 
The question is how far can Johnson go? Could he  
actually stay on to eclipse Sir Anthony McCoy, the man 
in whose slipstream he spent so many ultimately fruitless 
years. That would be the ultimate irony. Form and luck - 

- especially with injuries -permitting, it is not an 
unrealistic proposition. 

At the last count Johnson has 3,571 winners. 
McCoy retired with 4,348. The deficit is 777. At, 
say, an average of 200 winners a year it would 
take four more seasons to surpass the  
legendary Northern Irishman.  

“That is the ultimate target,” Johnson said. “For 
me it is a drug. I want to ride as many winners 
as possible. I don’t just want to ride in good 
races or pick and choose. I’d like to think I am 
realistic as well as optimistic.  - tt. 

THIS weekend’s Saudi Cup is being beamed 
across the world to the homes of most inter-
national Thoroughbred racing fans, and the 
person charged with calling the world’s 
most expensive race will be UK-based  
commentator Richard Hoiles.  
 
The 54-year-old Hoiles is the current voice of 
racing in Britain through his work with host 
broadcaster ITV, which has seen him call every 
race at Royal Ascot, all the English Classics, 
the Grand National and a host of seminal  
festivals and races across the calendar. 

He has plenty of international experience too. 
He had a two-year contract with the Hong Kong 
Jockey Club in the late 1990s, has called races 
in Japan and Canada, and has worked  
extensively in Dubai. 
 
Hoiles said: “One thing that I have noted on the 
Saudi track is how this doesn’t seem to stack 
up like a traditional US track. It doesn’t have a 
lot of kickback – it has a very high local sand 
content – and some of the horses that have 
been winning there are confirmed UK turf  
horses.” 
 
The Saudi Cup will be flighted on Tellytrack.—
tt. 

Hoiles to call Saudi Cup 
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SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Not on ‘Chappies’ wrappers 

MOST readers will remember the interesting ‘Did You 
Know’ features inside ‘Chappies’ Bubblegum wrappers, but 
they never told us about ‘Totopoly’, did they? This is a 
commercial board game, based on the events leading up 
to, and during, a horse race. Originally made in 1938 by 
Waddingtons, the game is based on a double-sided board, 
with each side representing a different half of the game. 
The object of the game according to the early editions of 
the rules is to own the horse that wins the race. However, 
many players elect to use later rules editions and make the 
money count as the measure of the game. This means that 
modern-day players will probably need strict policing with 
every sitting, and Lebanese players will not be  
allowed to bring their baseball bats to the players’ table. 
Totopoly never reached the status of Monopoly, but  is still 
available for purchase on Amazon.com.  

HERE is a game you will remember — Racing Rollerball 
— a popular feature at the Carousel Casino outside Bela 
Bela back in the day, and years ago also played at a  
shopping mall near Claremont, Cape Town. It may well still 
be in operation in the Games Arcade at the Carousel, 
where the Games Master loudly announced ’Hold Your 
Horses!’ at the start of every new race.  

When Carousel was place to be 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
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