
1 

 

www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  Monday 24 February 2020 

BUYERS will be spoilt for choice at Mistico this Friday. 

Accentuate the positive in a sales week 
SO here we are at the beginning of another sales week in South Africa.  

At the races on Saturday, I was by and large  
minding my own business, saying hello and reading 
through the encyclopaedia that is Computaform. I 
looked at the prawns-driven throng – on a  
racecourse for reasons of seafood not bloodstock, 
but ON A RACECOURSE! 
 
The signs outside and on the approach roads  
referred to prawns, not the Cape Derby Grade 1 
horse race, but hey… get ‘em in, even if many were 
gone by Race 8. 
 
I wondered if there might be a few friendly hosts or 
hostesses with sashes or badges wandering around 
the tables and the food queues offering a simple 

race card, or picture of a horse and jockey pointing 
out what’s what, or a “how to” have a small bet or a 
“how to” watch them going down. Or a food voucher 
in the Pocket Power Lounge for their next visit to 
Kenilworth within x weeks. Stuff like that. 
 
Hoping to create racehorse ownership that way 
would not be a valid target, but the lifeblood of  
racing comes from the fans – whether punters or for 
the sight of the horses or following a jockey or all of 
the above. And boy do we need some more of 
them. 
 
For some racegoers around the world, betting is not 
even legal yet racing fans go racing. In  (to page 2) 
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DAVID ALLAN (fm p1) 
 
others, not everyone who goes racing has a bet. 
They just love watching horses race and, a bit like 
cricket, get immersed in the detail. Of course many 
do have a bet, nearly all for fun in the ebb and flow 
of humanity that looks in the parade ring, watches 
them go down, queues to bet then grabs a spot in 
the stands or on the lawns. 
 
In UK, fun betting is mostly plain vanilla. To win or 
each-way. A forecast/exacta, sure, and groups have 
fun with jackpots and placepots. South Africa, on the 
other hand, is surely the world leader in “exotics” 
with all sorts of permutation bets that would (and do) 
baffle your average British racing fan. My gaming 
industry friends tell me that there is no market in the 
UK for exotics, but that they look to South Africa to 
develop such bets on British, French or any other 
racing for which they can sell images. Fair enough. 
 
It does stand to reason, though, that existing SA  
racing folk spend more time studying form and com-
posing bets than many overseas racegoers who love 
the day out picking one winner per race, but give 
absolutely no thought to what might finish 4

th
. 

 
The goal is to get them onto the racecourse to have 
a great day out, with help in picking a winner and 
having a bet usually available. 
 
Exactly the same thinking applies to South Africans 
who don’t know horse racing but might become fans. 
Complex betting formulae would leave them cold, 
but picking a winner is the starting point. 
 
People get hooked by the complexity of the sport 
itself. The horses themselves, their condition, pre-
ferred distances, ages, allotted weights, perceived 
ability, parentage – and to take it further, their de-
tailed families accurate to 1793, the role of their 
trainers and carers and the pleasure to be seen and 
the glory to be reflected in the Winner’s Enclosure. 
 
Of course, there is a passionate racing population 
here and some very good horses by anyone’s  
standards, plus all those worthy colts, geldings and 
fillies that do their best at whatever level they can 
achieve on behalf of their colours. Those who “get it” 
are mostly busy people with a more than full time job 
inside or outside “racing”. They can’t drop everything 
and start a PR campaign, or even if they could, how 
or why should they fund it?  
 
It can be argued that a sale such as at Mistico on a 
Friday doesn’t merit a blaze of publicity whether at 
home or abroad. Why courier catalogues overseas? 
Why highlight Moody’s? 
 
Moody’s?? Well 26

th
, 27

th
 February are two very im-

portant dates for South Africa, and Mistico is the day 
after. The budget is on 26

th
. Of the three global  

rating agencies, Fitch and Standard&Poors already 
rate South Africa “junk”. Moody’s doesn’t, yet, but 
depending on what they think of arrangements for 
Eskom and the rest, they might downgrade  (to p3) 

PRAWNS bring them racing, OK? 

UK horseplayers have different betting habits. 

MISTICO is a lovely sales venue on Friday. 

GBP-ZAR-60-day-exchange-rate-history. 
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to join the others. 
 
Lives wouldn’t change overnight but the cost of bor-
rowing for the country will, and gazillions of rand in 
investment funds would immediately be sold off  
because fund managers have bottom line triggers in 
what they declare to their investors.  
 
The simple effect on the morning of Friday 28

th
 

would – if as above – be a run on the Rand. It is 
already 19.44 to the Pound Sterling £ as I write, and 
the equivalent figure for € and $, but correct me if 
I’m wrong, it hasn’t been 20-something other than 
when Mr Zuma had three different Finance  
Ministers in a single weekend.  
 
In days of yore, AllanBloodlines advertised to our 
overseas supporters the price of SA yearlings  
together with a graphic of the rand value and a link 
to our partner foreign exchange broker whose  
London staff include South Africans who watch the 
rand closely. The combination has worked for year-
lings, especially at the Nationals and the Equimark  
Vintage Yearling Sale. 
 
The Vintage was IMHO a really good sale. As many 
readers know, it was a breakaway from the TBA/
BSA to which Odessa Stud, The Alchemy and Arc 
En Ciel sent large drafts with an array of others 
making up the numbers. 
 
At Durbanville in mid-March, it was an attractive 
affair with usually a couple of tables of UK visitors, 
courtesy of Weatherbys travel department, clubbing 
together for some fun. The Vintage had a vibrancy 
all of its own.  
 
It was killed off by the first Cape Premier Yearling 
Sale (run by BSA for what became CTS). But when 
CTS put in their own “Book 2” first at Kenilworth, 
then at Durbanville, we applauded and believed that 
it could become a very important event. 
 
I still do. March works. Europeans can still come. 
More yearlings can be prepped in time. If back at 
Durbanville, there are restaurants and guest houses 

a-plenty, a Wine Route and 30 minutes to the V&A 
Waterfront. 
 
Be all that as it may, there will be some very nice 
horses indeed at Mistico on Friday available for  
prices that for now continue to spoil buyers for 
choice.—tt. 

Below, an interesting link from Racing Post,  
explaining ‘A Day The Races’, for newbies. 

Lot 34 at Mistico, a bay colt by Elusive Fort from 
Delta Dancer  (Tiger Dance), from the family of Main 
Emblem and Captain’s Emblem. 

VIEW MISTICO SALES  
CATALOGUE HERE 

https://www.racingpost.com/guide-to-racing/expect-when-racing/
https://www.racingpost.com/guide-to-racing/expect-when-racing/
http://www.bsa.co.za/pdf/2020cys_ped.pdf
http://www.bsa.co.za/pdf/2020cys_ped.pdf
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BSA graduate wins Handicap at Sha-Tin 
BLOODSTOCK South Africa graduate, Seattle Choice, made a big impression when he landed the 
Mei Lam Handicap at Sha Tin racecourse on Sunday. 

Trained by Tony Millard, the gelded four-year-old hit 
the front two furlongs from home, and pulled clear, 
under Joao Moreira, to register a three and a half 
length win. 
 
Bred by Rose and Ashley Parker at Ascot Stud, 
Seattle Choice was sent off favourite for Sunday’s 
1400m contest, the ninth and penultimate race on 
the Sha Tin card. 
 
Making just his fourth start in Hong Kong, the  
William Elkin Mocatta owned Seattle Choice came 
into this seven furlong contest having finished  
second, beaten a nose in his previous 1400m start. 
 

A R600 000 purchase from the 2017  
National Yearling Sale, Seattle Choice made 
only three starts in South Africa, winning 
his final two starts impressively. 
 
He is a son of Ascot’s late, Mt. Sassafras Stakes 
winning stallion Sail From Seattle (Gone West –

Seattle Classic), a regally bred close relative of multi-
ple champion sire Smart Strike and Breeders’ Cup 
winning champion Dance Smartly, among others. 
 
During his brief stud career, Sail From Seattle left 
behind a plethora of high-class performers notably 
the graded stakes winners Elusive Gold, Gulf Storm, 
Pacific Trader, Via Seattle, Tommy Gun, and Seattle 
Singer. 
 
Seattle Choice, a half-brother to G3 Final Fling 
Stakes winning millionaire Silvan Star, is out of the 
winning Lecture mare Bold Choice, a half-sister to 
the Ascot Stud bred champion Bold Silvano. 
 
Seattle Choice’s seasonal stakes earnings in Hong 
Kong stands at HK$1,196,250 (ZAR 2,3-million) 
 
Bold Choice herself has a Silvano filly at foot and is 
back in foal to Ascot’s exciting young sire Global 
View, who currently tops South Africa’s Leading First 
Crop Sire list.  - tt. 
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SAVE YOUR PAPER MONEY IN GOLD 

SUMMERHILL Stud’s Willow Magic, producing runners with his great looks and ability. 

Willow Magic off 
the mark in style 

THE talented Summerhill Stud 
based Willow Magic, was  
responsible for his first winner, 
when two-year-old, and former 
Bloodstock South Africa graduate, 
Dubawi Princess raced away to a 
facile first win at Turffontein on 
Saturday. 

Bred by Klawervlei Stud, Dubawi 
Princess the filly was dispatched as 
the 9-10 tote favourite for Saturday’s 
TAB Pays The Full Dividend, No Lim-
its Maiden Juvenile Plate (fillies) 
(1160m). 
 
Under the inform Luke Ferraris, 
Dubawi Princess skipped clear of her 
rivals to register a comprehensive 
two and a quarter length. 
 
The filly, who picked up a R60 000 
Bloodstock SA Bonus on Saturday, 
races for Messrs Currie, Francis, 
Gardner, Lahoud, Peters, Pogir, 
Zoghby, Mrs Lahoud and Sean Tarry 
Racing CC. 
 
Dubawi Princess was a R320 000 
buy from last year’s Emperors Palace 
National Yearling Sale. She is one of 
just three runners for Willow Magic 
thus far, with the former Sean Tarry 
trained star represented by his first 
two-year-old runners this season. –tt. 
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CHAMPION sprinter Kasimir wins the Gr3 Diadem Stakes under Richard Fourie. (Wayne Marks). 

Kasimir may be tried over 1400m after Diadem win 
JUSTIN Snaith was correct in his assessment that Equus Champion Sprinter Kasimir was just a run 
short of his best when he was beaten in the Gr1 Cape Flying Championship on Sun Met Day. 

Five-year-old Kasimir (Captain Al) turned the tables 
on Russet Air and Bold Respect in Saturday’s Gr3 
Khaya Stables Diadem Stakes over 1000m,  
showing his class and commitment in a hard-as-
nails finish. 
 
The CTS graduate raced in touch in the early part 
of this exciting WFA dash, and involved himself in 
the fight to the line with 150m to run. With 
Chimichuri Run finishing powerfully on his outside 
and Russet Air flashing up again on his inside, 
Kasimir produced an extra effort under a terrific ride 
from Richard Fourie. He won by 0.30-lengths from 
Chimichuri Run (another CTS purchase), with  
Russet Air a further neck back in third. 
 
Fourie commented: “Kasimir is a true champion and 
his heart is his secret weapon. He changed legs at 
the 200m mark and for me it was race over. He only 
finds his stride over the last 200.” 
 
Jonno Snaith said he was happy for horse and 
punter. “Kasimir has been unlucky this Cape  
season. He just needed his last run but we’re very 
pleased he won today, and many punters would’ve 
bankered him. He’s a special horse.” 
 
Snaith said that the stable will be considering enter-
ing Kasimir for the Gr2 Drill Hall Stakes during the 

KZN Champions Season at Greyville. “We’ve never 
tried him over 1400m but he settles well.” 
 
Kasimir, a Cape Premier Yearling Sale purchase, 
now shows nine wins from 19 runs and R3,575,125 
in stake earnings for owners Messrs Drew and Kan-
tor and Mesdames Nagle, Shanahan and Doyle.—
Cape Thoroughbred Sales. 

More Graded success for Captain Al 
 
KLAWERVLEI Stud’s deceased multiple champion 
sire CAPTAIN AL (Al Mufti) has dominated major 
races in South Africa this season. He was at it again 
this weekend, when his sons KASIMIR and ERIK 
THE RED won the G2 Khaya Stables Diadem 
Stakes and G3 KEPU Cape Of Good Hope Nursery 
respectively at Kenilworth on Saturday. 
 
Champion Sire in South Africa in 2014-2015 and 
2017-2018 (he has also been Leading Sire of 2YOs 
eight times), Captain Al has had a superb season in 
2019-2020. At the time of writing, the former  
champion sire had been responsible for six graded 
stakes winners this season thus far, his progeny 
having won the G1 Sun Met, G1 WSB Cape Fillies 
Guineas, G2 Cartier Sceptre Stakes, G2 Khaya Sta-
bles Diadem Stakes, G3 Matchem Stakes, and G3 
Cape Of Good Hope Nursery in 2019-2020.  - tt. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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Racecourses will be serving different purposes 
RACECOURSES, by their very nature, take up large swathes of land, but historically, their use has 
been restricted to horse racing. However, with growing demands for prime land in urban areas and 
a changing market for leisure and entertainment consumers, there is a need for racecourses to  
diversify and adapt.  

This provided a focus for the sixth Plenary Session 
at the 38th Asian Racing Conference (ARC) in Cape 
Town, South Africa, titled ‘Racecourses, Racing and 
the Community’, chaired by Dr. Makoto Inoue, Vice-
Chair of the Asian Racing Federation (ARF) and 
Presidential Counsellor for International Affairs of the 
Japan Racing Association (JRA). 
 
The concept of the racecourse “is truly global, but no 
two racecourses are the same,” said Paul  
Roberts, Director of Turnberry Consulting. Roberts, 
who has been involved in capital improvement strat-
egies for international racecourses like Ascot, Flem-
ington, Newmarket, Saratoga, York, The  
Curragh and Riyadh, examined the past, present 
and future for racecourses the globe over, from Je-
rash Hippodrome in Jordan, dating back to the sec-
ond century AD through to recent developments 
worldwide. He stated that racecourses survive and 
develop best if they keep boosting their races. 
 
With the Tokyo Olympics the global sporting head-
line event this year, the JRA is set to play a pivotal 
role in the organisation and staging of the equestrian 
events. The JRA’s Baji Koen Equestrian Park hosted 
dressage and showjumping when the Olympics were 
last held in the Japanese capital in 1964, and once 
again, it is being utilised – with a mix of new tempo-
rary and permanent structures including stands and 
stables – in 2020. 
 
“We are extremely honoured to be recognised as an 
official contributor and it is important for us that the 
JRA supports the Tokyo 2020 Olympics,” said Ma-
sayuki Goto, President and Chief Executive Officer 
of the Japan Racing Association. “We must be able 
to show the value and importance of the horse rac-
ing industry to our country through our dedication 
and support for large national events. It is also a 
chance to promote our initiatives that we have for 
our retired racehorses as they continue in their sec-

second careers.” 
 
Dr. Phumla Mnganga, Vice-Chairperson of Gold  
Circle Racing and Betting, told delegates about the  
resurgence of traditional horse racing in South Afri-
ca, providing an insight into the primarily rural sport 
that exists separate to organised thoroughbred rac-
ing in the nation. 
 
“Indigenous games have been a part of African  
culture for centuries,” she explained. “Traditional 
horse racing is very much a part of this. It was es-
tablished two centuries ago initially as a form of en-
tertainment, linked to social cohesion, and our herit-
age. What began as a social gathering is now en-
joyed across many regions and provides an oppor-
tunity to celebrate African culture through the con-
nection between humans and horses. It is a soci-
ocultural activity that involves its own rules, training 
styles, horsemanship, and welfare rules.  

 
 
“These races involve different styles featuring South 
African breeds and no organised betting occurs. 
These are holistic events which we at Gold Circle 
are proud to support.” Two major events have 
emerged, the Dundee July, which has experienced 
phenomenal growth and attracts 25,000 people, and 
the Berlin November. 
 
South Africa’s traditional scene gave way to the fu-
ture of Australian horse racing, with Don Casboult, 
Chairman of the Moonee Valley Racing Club, ex-
plaining major development plans for the historic 
Melbourne track, which have been finalised over the 
last 10 years. 
 
Moonee Valley, home of Australia’s weight-for-age 
championship, the Cox Plate, will soon be  
redeveloped – after the 100th Cox Plate in October, 
2020, in fact – with Mr. Casboult stating that the 
project’s vision is to “transform Moonee Valley into a 
world-class racing, residential, commercial, and life-
style precinct.”  - HKJC. 

THE Dundee July, an African experience. 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

WE reported last week on “Hercules The Brave”, a minia-
ture horse from Durbanville, and here’s Fred, his US  
equivalent. First-time flyers are typically nervous, anxious 
or downright excited. Not Fred. After months of training, 
the miniature service horse's first flight was a breeze. 
‘Freckle Butt Fred’, as he's formally known, flew last week 
for the very first time as a service animal for his owner  
Ronica Froese of Croton, Michigan. The dual-certified 
horse is certified as both a service and therapy animal, and 
thereby permitted on board, though the flight laws  
governing animals are said to be under review. Last week 
Fred travelled from Grand Rapids, Michigan, to Dallas, 
Texas, and then to the final destination of Ontario. Fred is 
brought to children's hospitals, nursing homes and war 
veterans' homes across the US to help bring smiles and 
comfort to those in need.  

In service of humans  

Finding creative solutions 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com


11 

 


