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Commingling is the only answer! 
THE best way to create massive pools all over the world is by worldwide commingling, says Hong 
Kong Jockey Club CEO Winfried Engelbrecht-Bresges, writes DANIE TOERIEN. 

Punters in South Africa have seen some mega rac-
ing pools and payouts recently – including a R21-
million Pick 6 pool on Sun Met day with a dividend 
exceeding R4 million. 
 
But the visionaries who run racing are hard at work 
to turn these numbers on their head in an effort to 
create pools that will make current records look like 
small change. 
 
The plan revolves around commingling – on a 
worldwide scale. 
 
In his message to attendees at the Asian Racing 
Conference currently taking place in Cape Town, 
Engelbrecht-Bresges, chairman of the Asian Rac-
ing Federation and CEO of the Hong Kong Jockey 

Club, outlined his vision for commingling and mas-
sive betting pools 
 
Given the fact that commingling in Hong Kong has 
seen annual turnover jump from HK$2-billion to 
HK$20-billion, Engelbrecht-Bresges obviously has 
been there, done that and got the T-shirt. 
 
But he is far from finished. His vision is to build on 
the success of last year’s first-ever global pool in 
Hong Kong on an international racing event at  
Royal Ascot. According to Engelbrecht-Bresges this 
global pool resulted in a 60% increase in turnover 
on Royal Ascot. 
 
“This was a tremendous start and we would like to 
develop this concept further, especially  (to page 2) 
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the Dubai World Cup meeting, a world pool in 
Hong Kong,” he said in his recorded message  
delivered via video. 
 
Due to modern technological advancements,  
especially the rollout of 5G, it is now possible for 
the first time to offer worldwide commingling. 
 
Engelbrecht-Bresges made a number of  
suggestions to further develop the concept of com-
mingling for the benefit of the sport. These are to 
use modern technology to merge the more popular 
bets across various jurisdictions; to use the tech-
nology to offer more exotic bets; and thirdly to in-
crease the number of participating countries to join 
the commingling community. 
 
Regarding the merging of bet types, he explained 
the Exacta, for example, is especially popular in 
Australia. 
 
In Hong Kong, however, there is no Exacta, but a 
Forecast, which is in essence the same bet type. 
 
By allowing Australian punters to bet into the Hong 
Kong pool there will be a dramatic increase in li-
quidity, making for an extremely interesting value 
proposition for the punter. This plan should be 
rolled out in the near future. 
 
Offering more exotics – including a global bet 
which has been the topic of discussion for a num-
ber of years – could also lead to creating a pool 
that can have lottery-like returns. 
 
“If we have new protocols available, we can create 
– based on the significant liquidity we have world-
wide – a bet type which is attractive to those cus-
tomers who look for higher returns. 
 
“We can even create lottery-like returns, but based 
on horseracing, and still in a way we have the skill 
base differentiation, which I think is important to 
keep in horseracing,” he said. 
 
Engelbrecht-Bresges also singled out Japan as the 
first prize when it comes to expanding the commin-
gling community. 
 
“Naturally, if one looks at Japan and Korea with 
their significant betting volume, this would be ideal 
if over the next years we would have them as part-
ners. 
 
“I personally believe – and this is a part of my 

dream – that Japan could be the strategic partner to 
take commingling to the next level. 
 
“If you look at the quality of Japan racing, the world’s 
top-class horses, and if you look at the races in Ja-
pan, I think they would be the ideal value proposition 
and one looks at the Japan Cup and one looks at the 
Yasuda Kinen, which has around 600 million US dol-
lars in liquidity this would be an amazing value propo-
sition and definitely would create another dimension 
in commingling.” 
 
Engelbrecht-Bresges’ message was delivered via 
video as he decided to remain in Hong Kong to over-
see the club during the crisis cause by the outbreak 
of the Coronavirus.  - tt. 

In-form Alexander eyes VDJ 

GARY  Alexander landed the eleventh four-timer of 
his career last Saturday at Turffontein and is now 
eyeing the Vodacom Durban July with two of his 
stalwarts, Chijmes and Hero’s Honour, writes DAVID 
THISELTON. 

He has other feature race dates in mind for the like 
of Saragon, Magic School, Just Kidding and Gaian 
Glory and believes General Jackson can also make 
the step up to feature class. 

Alexander believes both Chijmes and Hero’s Honour 
will be ideally suited to Greyville as they both have 
the ability to quicken from handy positions. 

Hero’s Honour, who is a five-year-old gelding by 
Await The Dawn out of a Galileo mare, won the SA 
Derby two seasons ago but did not winter well that 
season so did not run in the July. 

However, the race he won recently is a good starting 
point from which to have another tilt. 

Chijmes is by the sprint-miler Ato out of a Russian 
Revival miler called Sophie’s Choice. 

However, he has a nice big stride and found extra 
on Saturday over 1800m when challenged in the 
final 150m by the decent performers Divine Odyssey 
and Al Mutawakel. On that evidence he could get 
the Greyville 2200m trip. 

Alexander said there were plenty of other options for 
this pair in the SA Champions Season, including the 
Grade 1 Champions Cup.  - Gold Circle. 
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Meet The Turf Talk Reader 

NAME:   
FERNANDO ROSA 
 
OCCUPATION 
IT SPECIALIST, DURBAN 
 
WHY I READ TURF TALK: 
I appreciate the updates on racing here and 
around the world and I like Turf Talk’s  
entertaining humour. Always a laugh. We 
should not take things too seriously and Turf 
Talk provides good updates and plenty of 
smiles, the rest of the racing media can be 
quite heavy! 
 
 
MY SUGGESTIONS FOR SA RACING: 
 
Speaking as an avid racegoer in Gold Circle 
country, I’d like to see a wider range of  
facilities at Greyville and Scottsville. There 
are some good restaurants, for example, at 
Scottsville, upstairs on the grandstand, for 
people who have R200 plus to spend. But 
downstairs it’s tough, especially on hot days 
when one can die in the hot sun. Guys with a 
limited punting budget have no extra cash for 
food, I think we need a cafeteria or two down-
stairs selling good budget food. 
 
Same for Greyville, and night racing. Not  
everyone can afford dinner in the Durban 
View Room, We have a facility for our kids, a 
playground right in front of the grandstand, 
that’s great.  
 
How about a good beer garden with food on 
offer? There’s a guy who sells samoosas at-
Greyville and they are great, tasty, but that’s 
about all. We’d like to kick back with a beer 
and accessible food at a good price, while 
watching races. There should be more  
vendors with a bigger variety of food so we 
can have a nice choice. 
 
As a racehorse owner I am generally happy, 
but again, in Gold Circle country I’d say there 
are improvements to be done. I am on the 
Gold Circle Mailing list and their sms service 
is not consistent, they are somewhat erratic. I 
am not nit picking, I love my racing, just  
suggesting improvements all round and 
thanks to Gold Circle for trying hard. 

 

Photo supplied: Fernando Rosa and his 
son, Matthew, at the races. 
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Hercules The Brave  
MEET Hercules the brave, South Africa’s smallest 
celebrity horse. 

He is based on a smallholding in Durbanville Hills, 
along with a pair of Whippet Dogs owned by  
Leanna Ragaller, who runs the Big Hearts  
Foundation NPC as a labour of love. 

Hercules is a miniature therapy horse with a life 
mission to bring a smile to anyone in need of a little 
bit of pony love, and whenever this little pint sized 
pony steps out of the barn, smiles fly! 

Scrubbed up by his professional groomers before 
every visit, this little hero puts his best foot forward 
while he struts around the halls of any special care 
facilities open to his presence, visiting the  
residents and patients to brighten their day! 

“We receive inquiries for Hercules and the Whip-
pets, or sometimes we just phone to visit. Certain 
institutions are somewhat sceptical until they’ve 
had their first visit. Hercules and the dogs are sen-
sitive and loving, they sense the needs of sick  
people and the bring joy and relief,” said Leanna. 

If you know of a person in need of a smile, or would 
like to contribute to the work that Hercules and his 
team at The Big Hearts Foundation NPC do, please 
contact Leanna on leanne@highland-riders.com 

mailto:leanne@highland-riders.com
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Best news for punters, ever! 

WE are in the “End of Days” - all of us alive today have 
heard this expression since the day we could comprehend 
ordinary speech — but if one looks at the prediction in  
Sylvia Brown’s 2008 book (above), the jitters start setting 
in! How long do we have to back some long-priced win-
ners, eat some West Coast oysters and drink generous 
tots of Monkey Shoulder? All those delicacies aside, we’re 
trying to get in touch with author Sylvia to tip us the win-
ners of Saturday’s Pick 6 at Kenilworth. Or even to give us 
the winner of the 2020 Durban July so we can start back-
ing it now! If the human race sees it out till July, that is! 
We’ll keep you posted. 

The end is 
neigh… or 
is it nigh? 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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