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ANDREW Harding:  “As a global industry we need to work together like never before…”  (HKJC). 

Unlocking potential: Horse racing has 
loads to offer the world 

AFTER an absence of 23 years the Asian Racing Federation (ARF) returned to Cape Town, where 
delegates attending the 38th Asian Racing Conference (ARC) were warmly welcomed by Andrew 
Harding, ARF Secretary General, on behalf of ARF Chairman, Winfried Engelbrecht-Bresges, on 
Tuesday evening. 

Due to the recent outbreak of the coronavirus in 
China, Engelbrecht-Bresges, Chief Executive  
Officer at the Hong Kong Jockey Club, has  
remained in Hong Kong to support the Club’s staff 
of over 20,000 and the Hong Kong community. 
 
Harding, who conveyed Engelbrecht-Bresges’ apol-
ogies to the delegates, said: “Winfried has asked 
me to pass on his very warmest regards to you all 
and to say how much he will miss catching up with 
you. He has also asked me to express his sincere 
thanks and appreciation to the National Horse  
Racing Authority of Southern Africa - most especial-
ly Ken Truter and his Organising Committee and 
key stakeholders, Phumelela Gaming and Leisure, 
Gold Circle, Kenilworth Racing and the Racing  
Association - for the prodigious work they have 

done to prepare for the conference.” 
 

Racing faces numerous challenges, with 
Harding pointing to, in an ever-evolving 
world, the importance of maintaining the 
visibility and relevance of racing, the threat 
from illegal betting, the impact of climate 
change, challenges to the integrity of the 
sport and animal welfare concerns. 
 
“Given the global reach of these issues, it is clear 
that as an industry we need to work together like 
never before and that organisations such as the 
ARF and the International Federation of Horserac-
ing Authorities (IFHA) will play an increasingly im-
portant role. Individual jurisdictions acting   (to p2) 
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UNLOCKING POTENTIAL (fm p1) 
 
alone will take us only so far”, said Harding. 
 
He highlighted one such example of collaboration - 
the involvement of the ARF in the long-standing 
South African issue of African Horse Sickness 
(AHS), which has severely limited the country’s 
ability to expand and compete internationally. 
 
“The South African industry has laboured hard to 
overcome the barriers created by AHS and the ARF 
has been committed to assisting it. A great deal has 
been achieved and most recently the Hong Kong 
Jockey Club has been very pleased to provide seed 
funding for the development of a new vaccine. We 
hope that we are now very close to the movement 
of horses direct from South Africa to Europe being 
restored.” 
 
Harding concluded by reminding the audience that 
the last ARC in Cape Town, in 1997, was just three 
years after the end of apartheid. Since then, South 
Africa has achieved greatness in the sporting  
arena, with the hosting of the 2010 Soccer World 
Cup and victory in two Rugby World Cups. Yet  
racing lags behind due to the inability of South Afri-
can horses to travel internationally. 

 
“South African trainers and jockeys are  
already a highly successful export. Soon to 
be followed, I don’t doubt, by South African 
horses competing and winning on the 
world stage. And this is what makes the 
theme of this conference - ‘Unlocking  
Potential’ - so resonant. For as South Africa 
reminds us, our sport has huge potential if 
only we can confront the challenges and 
grasp the opportunities before us.” 
 
Truter, outgoing Chairman of the National 
Horseracing Authority of Southern Africa, welcomed 
Louis Romanet, Chairman of the IFHA, Harding, 
Mayoral Committee Member for Economic  
Opportunities and Asset Management in Cape 
Town, Alderman James Vos, and delegates to 
South Africa. 
 
He thanked Engelbrecht-Bresges for his dedication 
in assisting to address South Africa’s challenges, 
especially in relation to AHS and international horse 
movements. “I know I speak on behalf of all South 
Africans in this room when I express my deep  
gratitude for the effort and passion that Winfried 
has devoted to improve the racing industry in this 
country.  

“I hope that the quality of this conference is at least 
some demonstration of that gratitude  It is my  
sincere wish that this conference will be a  
springboard from which we can launch the next era 
of strong, vibrant and successful racing and  
breeding in our great country.” 
 
Delegates were treated to a truly South African 
spectacle with vocal performances by storyteller and 
poet Gcina Mhlophe, renowned Afropop band  
Mango Groove, the Ndlovu Youth Choir and an  
inspiring African Dance Troupe.  - ARC release. 

SCENE from 2019 Prawn Festival at Kenilworth. 

Prawn Fest is a highlight to 
end Cape Summer Season 

AS the Western Cape horse racing season 
comes to an end after a thrilling three months, it 
appears the best has been saved for last when it 
comes to on-course entertainment.  

 
With a decadent seafood feast on offer and a  
competitive line-up of feature races carded this  
Saturday, 22 February, the Cape Town Prawn Festi-
val is a must for families, friends and racing enthusi-
asts alike. 
 
Kenilworth Racecourse plays host to the Prawn  
Festival, which not only means thousands of  
succulent, freshly cooked prawns available for sale 
as the name suggest, but also promises an adrena-
lin-pumping days-worth of racing – with no less than 
five graded races carded. The race day concludes 
what has been a thrilling 2019/20 SummerOfCham-
pions, providing race-goers with a fitting climax to 
the end of the Western Cape racing season. 
 
“Racing fans can look forward to another      (to p4) 
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PRAWN FEST AND RACING (fm p2) 
 
feature-filled race day which is a real treat just 3 
weeks after the SunMet,” said Jenna Adams from 
Racing It’s a Rush. 
 
The racing programme includes the ARF  
Commemorative Cape Derby (Gr1); the Khaya Sta-
bles Diadem Stakes (Gr 2), the Vasco Prix du Cap 
(Gr 3), the Cape of Good Hope Nursery (Gr 3), the 
Kenilworth Fillies Nursery (Gr 3) and the Selangor 
Jet Master Stakes – providing an action-packed day. 
 
Equine action aside, the Cape Town Prawn Festival 
promises to be a day of culinary delights with  
thousands of kilograms of succulent, freshly cooked 
prawns being sizzled and sautéed on the grills. At 
just R99 for 25 prawns (which includes chips, rice 
and a choice of sauce), there will be few better  
Saturday lunch offers to consider.  
 
Couple that with live entertainment for adults and 
kids alike, an on-course market and prizes worth  
R50 000 to be given away on the day - including R20 
000 worth of household appliances to one lucky race
-goer – and you have the recipe for an unforgettable 
experience for the whole family. 
 
Whether you attend for the racing, the prawns or the 
on-course activities, we recommend you come  
hungry – both for food and entertainment – both of 
which will be provided in abundance as we close out 
the #SummerOfChampions in the Western Cape.—
Racing. It’s A Rush. 

ABBEY Wood, the Top Lot at Shongweni. (Candiese Lenferna). 

Suzette Viljoen buys sales-topper at Shongweni 
SCHWEIZER-Reneke’s Basie and Suzette Viljoen are the kind of racehorse owners every industry 
dreams of. With 100 horses already in training, they bought another 12 (plus shares in others) at 
Tuesday’s BSA Shongweni Sale, including the unraced sales-topping filly, Abbey Wood 
(Vercingetorix). 

They farm in the North-West town, and Basie is 
also active in the mining industry. The racing bug 
bit them quite by chance two years ago via the  
introduction of a friend, and they’ve been like the 
proverbial kids in a candy store since. 
 
Suzette told Turf Talk: “If it wasn’t for Basie’s sup-
port this wouldn’t be happening, we both are abso-
lutely fascinated by the sport. We love everything 
from the horses to the racing experience and the 
people. The trainers, jockey and fans are great.” 
 
Their first acquisition, What A Poet posted just a 
few places in Kimberley but they loved the vibe of 
the game all the same and are still looking after him 
in retirement. They commute around the country to 
attend meetings whenever possible, considering 
their business interests, and have a long-term view 
of their racing investments, including breeding. 
 
The Viljoens have had a respectable 12 winners 
and 34 places so far this season, with runners 
spread from Lezeanne Forbes and Louis Goosen in 
KZN, Corne Spies and Lucky Houdalakis in Gaut-
eng and Mike Robinson, Corrie Lensley and Justin 
Snaith in Cape Town. “We’re trying to support a 
variety of trainers, we’ve just bough a few for new 
trainer Zietsman Oosthuizen at Shongweni, though 
Abbey Wood will be going to Lezeanne.” 
 
At Shongweni, the aggregate reached R2,74 million 
for 97 lots sold and BSA’s Michael Holmes com-
mented: “We had a good turnout, we are looking 
forward to the National Yearling Sale in April.”  - tt. 
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SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Horse lady takes on criminals 

GROENVOER Products, a quality animal feeds supplier 
from Midrand, now half a century old, is involved in a legal 
matter with officials from the Department Of Agriculture. 
Over the past decade, Cathy Khoury and family of   
Groenvoer patented and design-protected their feed roller, 
an implement that saves grass, time and money.  
Tenderpreneurs asked them to quote (unsuccessfully) to 
supply it to the Department of Agriculture. The Department, 
in turn, asked for and subsequently acquired counterfeit 
copies of Groenvoer’s product. Lawyers are involved but 
the State refuses to disclose the counterfeiters. Cathy and 
her legal team are not backing down. Let’s hope these 
scumbags are brought to book. A full report contained on 
Alec Hogg’s Biznews.com. 

THE vivacious and adorable Jo-Ann Strauss opened  
festivities at the 38th Asian Racing Conference in the Cape 
Town International Convention Centre yesterday, showing 
delegates a slice of true South African beauty and style. 
They were also treated to a typical scene from Parliament 
when groups of dancers (incl a few 250-pounders)  
accompanying Mango Groove strutted their stuff. “Zat voz 
abzolutely stunning!” crooned one knocked-out delegate 
from Germany. American racing guru Patrick Cummings 
(Thoroughbred Idea Foundation), noted about the rest of 
the entertainment bill: “The Ndlovu Youth Choir were truly 
sensational.” The conference continues today. 

ARC ceremony was a blast 
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