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TONY Rivalland, looking at making trainers more powerful as a group.  

SANTA wants to bring gifts of unity and 
power to trainers 

TONY Rivalland, who recently established the South African National Trainers Association (SANTA) 
with four other prominent trainers, said this morning that a call to licenced trainers countrywide to 
join the Association has not received the expected response so far. 

The Kwazulu-Natal based horseman, who was a 
founding ember of the successful KZN Trainers  
Association many years ago, said that Gold Circle 
had sent out SANTA’s Memorandum of  
Incorporation (MOI) to all South African trainers  
several weeks ago.  
 
“We explained our reasons for forming the  
association, along with a membership form to be 
completed, but to date only 25 trainers (of approxi-
mately 130 registered with the National Horseracing 
Authority) have committed to membership. 
 
“I mailed a reminded to trainers in the Western 
Cape and Eastern Cape, but the feedback has been 

slack. We expected better.” 
 
Rivalland explained: “We have formed SANTA so 
that South African trainers can have a united voice 
when dealing with the NHA, government or  
organised labour. There has been a pressing need 
for this. The association makes us stronger as a 
group of trainers with the same interests. It holds 
obvious benefits for all our members.” 
 
SANTA’s founding directors are Rivalland, Sean 
Tarry, Geoff Woodruff, Alan Greeff and Paul  
Lafferty, who is presently also Chairman of the KZN 
Association. 

            (to page 2) 
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SANTA (fm p1) 
 
“We’ll be sending out forms for the nomination of 
more directors, there will be nine in total, and we’re 
planning our first AGM for April, during the National 
Yearling Sale,” Rivalland concluded. 
 
Lafferty, who incidentally mailed Turf Talk a letter 
while we were discussing the Association with  
Rivalland, wrote a note of concern: “Currently, the 
South African racing industry is drowning in what 
can best be described as a sea of apathy.  

 
“Over the years, it has shown scant leadership or 
resolve, and has members including trainers  
brimming with nothing but conflicting ideas and  
opinions, many of which have never been thought 
through clearly to their logical conclusions.  
 

“Ours is an industry that still abides by a 
book of rules and regulations that were 
drawn up in another era and by a body of 
people with their own vested interests, and 
mostly devoid of any real consideration for 
the actual business of training racehorses.  
 
“Many of these regulations have little or no  
relevance to the modern day profession of training 
and racing, not to mention that many of these rules 
can only be described as downright unconstitutional 
under present day civil law. And yet nothing of any 
real consequence has been done, certainly from a  
trainer's perspective, to address or rectify the  
situation.  
 
Lafferty was harsh in addressing his fellow trainers 
and said: “Many of you can't even muster the energy 

to sign up to a national trainers' body to represent 
your own interests, incredible as that may seem! 
Until all of you start to show some metal and some 
form of ideological unity, the whole industry is 
doomed to a future of numbing mediocrity.  
 
“Frankly, there is little apparent direction or cohesion 
shown by any of you. You have all become third-
class citizens in a second-class industry, mostly  
orchestrated by yourselves due to your own mostly 
stark indifference.  
 
“All of you have no one but yourselves to blame. It's 
a mindlessly depressing situation with little light at 
the end of the tunnel that you have all dug for  
yourselves. We have to act together in your best  
interests and those of this mortally wounded  
industry. It's imperative you all seize the moment - 
and now - before it's absolutely too late to rescue at 
least some of your livelihoods and create something 
of a future!  
 
“The NHA is a dinosaur that has to be totally rein-
vented and restructured in full consultation with a 
trainers' body. Only a concerted and unified effort 
from all of you can make that happen. That's the 
morbid reality.”  - tt. 

PAUL Lafferty, concerned about apathy. Options are open for Ikagai 
 
SEAN Tarry has not yet decided upon a definite 
path for his Grade 2 Gauteng Guineas winner Ikigai, 
writes DAVID THISELTON. 
 
Meanwhile, his Dingaans winner Shango had a mi-
nor setback which put him out of work for three or 
four days, causing him to be scratched from the 
Guineas. However, he is on track for the Grade 1 
SA Classic. The promising Cornish Pomodoro had a 
similar setback and Tarry is also thinking of running 
him in the SA Classic. 
 
Tarry will nominate Ikigai for the SA Classic, which 
constitutes the second leg of the SA Triple Crown.   
 
However, the exciting prospect is looking at this 
stage to be best suited to a mile, so he will be  
keeping his options open. 
 
Ikagai’s sire Vercingetorix, who is by stamina  
influence Silvano, won the Grade 1 Daily News 
2000 but Ikigai’s dam Al Shiba, by Al Mufti, was nev-
er tried beyond a mile and her siblings were gener-
ally sprinter-to-1400m or 1400m-to-miler types.—
Gold Circle 
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Four-day ARC starts today 

THE 38th Asian Racing Conference (ARC), hosted 
by South Africa and taking place in the Cape Town 
International Convention Centre, starts today. 
 
The four-day conference will be followed by the annual 
prawn festival race day at Kenilworth on Saturday 22 
February, where the running of the R1 million ARF 
Commemorative Cape Derby (Grade 1) will be the  
highlight. 
 
The Asian Racing Conference (ARC) is staged by mem-
bers of the Asian Racing Federation (ARF) and the 
hosting country. The ARF is the peak regional body for 
thoroughbred racing in Asia, Australasia, Arabia and 
South Africa. Currently the ARF has 21 Full Members 
and 1 Associate Member. South Africa became a full 
member of the ARF in 1997. 
 
It is the second time that South Africa is hosting this 
prestigious event, and all the major stakeholders within 
the South African horseracing industry have embraced 
the opportunity. 
 
Phumelela Gaming and Leisure, The Racing Associa-
tion, Gold Circle Racing and Gaming Group, Kenilworth 
Racing and The National Horseracing Authority of 
Southern Africa have all come together to ensure that 
the event will provide all attendees and delegates the 
very best experience possible. 

The first day of the ARC is reserved for Bureau 
meetings, including the International Stewards’ 
Conference, the ARF General Assembly, and the 
ARF Executive Council Meeting. 
 
This will be followed by, inter alia, three days of 
Plenary Sessions. Themes explored during these 
sessions include: 
 
-Exploring Innovative Race Concepts 
 
-Fan Engagement Through Media, Marketing,  
 
-Data and Sponsorship 
 
- Protecting Racing’s Integrity 
 
-Ensuring the Wellbeing of Racing’s Athletes 
 
-Equine Welfare 
 
-Promoting the International Movement of  
Horses 
 
The fourth International Forum for the Aftercare 
of Horses will be staged as part of the ARC. 
Around 600 delegates will be attending the ARC 
this year.  - Media Release. 

Audit strategy on ARC agenda 
 
ADRIAN Todd, CEO of South African Equine 
Health & Protocols (SAEHP) has elaborated on 
the invitation to the racing public to attend  
Friday’s Open Discussion Session on various 
matters relating to the European Union’s Audit of 
South Africa’s bloodstock industry, to be staged 
at the 2020 Asian Racing Conference in Cape 
Town. 
 
He said: “In our Friday session at the revised 
time of 3:45pm, entitled “Promoting the  
International Movement of Horses”, we’ll be  
discussing the way forward for the industry to 
unlock the potential for moving horses in and out 
of South Africa. 
 
“This has been a long road to get here, and final-
ly we are on the brink of the EU’s audit. We’ll be 
focusing on the details of our audit strategy,  
looking at the road from here on, to the finish, 
which is the first direct export plane taking off. 
 
“There will also be an update on the latest  
vaccine developments. Selected leaders and 
practitioners will discuss challenges posed by 
African Horse Sickness, giving us a prognosis.” 
 
Todd will be one of four speakers during this  
session, the others being Dr Baptiste Dungu, 
CEO of Onderstepoort Biological Products 
(OBP); Dr John Grewar of SAEHP and Dr Mpho 
Maja, the National Director of Animal Health. The  
moderator is the BBC’s Chief Presenter, David 
Eades.—tt. 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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TAKEN during a beautiful sunset at Avontuur Stud, Somerset West: “That’s one of my favourite ladies, Val 
De Ra,” said Avontuur’s Pippa Mickleburgh about the former star sprinter. (Photo: Zunia Boucher-Myers) 

CARL Burger with daughter, Haniem. 

Burger’s daughter pays tribute  

HANIEM Burger, daughter of former trainer C.J. 
(Carl) Burger, who died aged 60 yesterday, has 
written a stirring tribute to her dad. 
 
Hamiem wrote: “Never in a million years did I think that 
you'd leave us so soon. What I'd give to just have one 
more day with you but like you always said, you have 
to accept that when the big man plays your tune it's 
your time to go. 

“No words could ever describe how it feels to 
know that when I come home every day you won't 
be sitting on the couch with a smile on your face 
waiting to ask me what I've learnt that day. You 
were the biggest influence in my life and now 
you're gone. 
 
“You are the first man I have ever loved. You are 
the example of love from a male figure. You held 
me, played with me, supported me and let me 
grow. You gave me all I could have ever needed 
because you gave me a father’s love.  
 
“By giving me or not giving me certain things you 
have taught me what love is and also what it isn’t. 
You showed me that it’s important to be strong, 
humble, classy and taught me to love myself 
enough to reach for any star I lay my eyes on. 
 
“You were always my biggest fan, the type of Dad 
that got front row seats to all my concerts and 
cheered the loudest at any school event. I'm so 
thankful for everything you've done for me and for 
everything that you've taught me. You've taught 
me how to be strong and keep my head up, no 
matter what. 
 
“I will always have been blessed with the best -  
You! Forever in my heart. RIP Dad!” (Shortened 
version, from Facebook).—tt. 

A funeral service for Burger was held at his 
Ottery home earlier today. He was a diabetic 
and died of a heart attack. 

https://www.facebook.com/zunia.bouchermyers?__tn__=%2CdK%2AF-R&eid=ARA_PVQjJ5_qgRb_0bCXPFBN8Ck32McJoB6Ltorb-rMi8ayx570F7REk_CYsPoC5eX0jm4lcSP4wjPjO
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Some good news will follow 

CNN’s acclaimed presenter Aly Vance of “Winning Post” 
fame spent some time with Michael Roberts at  
Summerveld training centre last week, and she wrote on 
Twitter: “Great to have a tour of Durban’s training centre, 
Summerveld and to meet this Champ @muisroberts. The 
most picturesque training centre that I’ve been to. An  
incredible backdrop to the gallops, beautiful plus a top 
brekkie in the clubhouse!” Aly’s enthusiasm would’ve been 
stoked by Summerveld stalwarts like Paul Lafferty—he 
would’ve treated her like his daughter - and some positive 
news will come from her visit and more than likely find its 
way onto her CNN show later this year. Aly will also be 
sharing her experiences in creating stories on racing from 
all over the world at Cape Town’s hosting of the 2020 
Asian Racing Conference tomorrow, her theme being,  a 
Plenary Session on “Fan Engagement”. 

JJ van der Linden of Global Bloodstock Logistics says that 
horses travelling with his company after the lifting of export 
protocols will enjoy Five-Star treatment. “We’re always 
looking at improving the flying experience for horses. They 
should travel in the utmost safety and comfort,” he noted. 

Global’s Five-Star Treatment 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
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