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KARNALLIE showed spirit in winning his Maiden for Futura at Turffontein on Wednesday evening. (JCP) 

Spirited ‘Karnallie’ gets Drakenstein’s  
stallion Futura off the mark 

‘KARNALLIE’ is an Afrikaans word that means something along the lines of “naughty boy”, but in  a 
way that would imply spirited, not mean. There was a lot to like about the way Futura’s two-year-old 
son Karnallie fought South East in a Maiden Juvenile Plate over 1160m at Turffontein and beat him 
on the line—giving the Drakenstein stallion his first winner at stud. 

The gelding is owned by Corne Spies Racing, and 
Spies joked: “We’re using Afrikaans names for 
some of our horses because they seem easier to 
pass at the NHA and some names really have a 
nice ring to them. It’s not as if Karnallie is really a 
naughty boy. He misbehaves at times, like most 
youngsters, but not out of the ordinary. 
 
“I’ve bid on several Futura offspring so far and have 
two colts, Karnallie and another who also looks 
promising. They’re nice types, I like them.” 

Spies said he picked Karnallie on looks at the 2019 
BSA Emperors Palace National 2YO Sale and told: 
“I don’t look at pedigrees, I liked him on his physical 
appearance and I was surprised to discover later 
that he comes from the extended female line of our 
stars Rock Opera and Van Halen, that’s probably 
where his speed comes from. 
 
“Karnallie is bred from a Parade Leader mare who 
won up to 2000m so the pedigree shows he’ll stay. 
He enjoyed the 1160m, but I’d say perhaps   (to p2) 
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FUTURA is a bull of a stallion (FreemanStallions). 

KARNALLIE AND FUTURA (fm p1) 
 
a mile max for him at this stage. We’ll go for a two-
year-old feature like the Storm Bird Stakes (1000m) 
next.” 
 
Spies paid R75,000 for Karnallie, who was raised at 
Dr Marianne Thomson’s Ambiance Farm on behalf 
of breeder Dan de Wet (Heritage Stud). 
 
Karnallie and Future Fame (placed on debut) are 
two of just four runners to have represented  Futura 
thus far.  
 
One of three sons of outstanding sire Dynasty to be 
named South African Horse Of The Year, the Guy 
Murdoch bred Futura was an exceptional racehorse 
whose nine wins, from 18 outings, included tri-
umphs in all of the 2015 G1 L’Ormarins Queen’s 
Plate, 2015 G1 J&B Met, and the G1 Champions 
Cup (with Futura landing the Champions Cup in 
both 2014 and 2015).  
 
Futura, himself a R500 000 buy from the 2012 Em-
perors Palace National Yearling Sale, earned over 
R4.3 million during his racing career and was 
named not only Horse Of The Year but also  
Champion Older Male and Champion Middle Dis-
tance Horse in 2014-2015.  
 
The champion, who hails from the same family as 
G1 winners Aslan and Angelina, has already made 
a big impression with his first crop in the sales ring 
with his son Castle On The Hill fetching R1 300 000 

to top the 2019 Emperors Palace Ready To Run 
Sale. Futura has some exceptional prospects coming 
up on the Emperors Palace National Yearling Sale. 
He also has five yearlings on offer at the Cape Year-
ling Sale this month including a half-brother (Lot 1) to 
the smart pair of Kimberley Star and World Radar, a 
filly (Lot 95) out of a four time winning daughter of 
Fastnet Rock, and a filly (Lot 124) out of Spook  
Express Handicap winner Rubirosa.—tt. 

Vardy is taking a break 
 
L’ORMARINS Queen’s Plate hero Vardy is being 
given a lengthy break following his tough time in the 
Sun Met when he was nearly brought down as he 
clipped the heels of Hawwaam early on, writes  
MICHAEL CLOWER. 
 
Adam Marcus said: “He got roughed up. He went a 
bit quiet on me for a few days. It’s the first time this 
has happened to him and he is not a straightforward 
horse. He has a delicate mouth for a start and things 
have to go his way. I put him on a soft feed, got him 
relaxed again and he began to freshen up once 
more.  He will stay with me so that I can keep an eye 
on him. He can be very playful and I have lovely 
paddocks at my yard. 
 
“The Durban season is on the agenda. He could run 
in the big one despite stamina doubts. The Vodacom 
Durban July is a big option,” said the four-year-old’s 
trainer. “Nothing is set in stone at this stage but it is 
the prestige race of the season. That apart, he will 
go for some of the other big races.” - Gold Circle. 
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Readers’ letters:  
Let’s not race horses under bright lights! 
Dear Editor, 

The race meeting at Turffontein on 12 February and 
amazing win by Summer Pudding in the 
Wilgerbosdrift Gauteng Fillies Guineas  was over-
shadowed by a terrible fatality for Al Borak, the 
beautiful Gimmethegreenlight gelding owned by Mr 
Steve Leahy and trained by Michael and Adam 
Azzie. 
 
Al Borak was wearing blinkers and the track lights 
shone brightly illuminating the track against the 
cloudy night sky when he galloped down the home 
straight. His pilot, Dennis Schwarz took a tumble 
after attempting to steer Al Borak slighty left into the 
clear for the run to the finishing post.   
 
Al Borak was off the back of the field when the herd 
started to quicken and he tripped and fell onto his 
shoulder catapulting his jockey.  I was standing at 
the rail and felt drawn to have a closer look.  Al  
Borak suffered severe injuries and had to be put 
down which I cannot help but wonder could have 
been prevented if night racing became a thing of the 
past or if more research was done into the effects of 
lighting on the horse’s perception of light.   
 
Horses have very large eyes to take in light and after 
discussions with my sister, Melody who just happens 
to a be lighting expert and was with me that evening 
visiting from Cape Town and outfits large retail 
stores, factories and warehouses for energy  
efficient, safe and “friendly” lighting. I have  
summarised my discussion with Melody: 
 
-Direct light that shines into human eyes is deter-
mined by the lux levels which can be measured  
using a lux meter.  This reading tells you what the 
angle of the light beams are and the ideal scenario 
is to have no direct light into the eye as this can af-
fect how a human experiences the light beam. Direct 
light beams can cause spotting on the retina and 
temporarily blind humans.  In these circumstances, 
overhead lighting is far more beneficial and ensures 
a varying distribution of the beam as perceived by 
the naked eye.  
 
-The flicker percentage of a light can also be  
measured and includes the strobic effect of a light 
on the eye and the effects this has on the physical 
balance of a human amongst other factors. Strobic 
effect can cause epilepsy in humans.  By selecting 
appropriate light fittings, the flicker can be reduced. 

-The colour spectrum of light is a factor which also 
impacts the welfare and safety of humans and is 
measured by the Kelvin reading.  Daylight Blue is 
approximately 6500 Kelvin and Daylight is approxi-
mately 6000 Kelvin.  Colour spectrum is perceived 
by humans as warm white, neutral white, daylight 
or daylight blue.  The colour spectrum perception 
impacts serotonin and melatonin productions in 
humans.  
 
What is concerning is that the lighting comes at a 
great cost, but with very little research about the 
impact the current track lighting has on a horse’s 
eye, its perception and the impact on its perfor-
mance.  Lighting seems to be designed for humans 
in mind, their TV cameras and the experience  
created for the viewers, when in fact, it should first-
ly be designed to ensure the welfare and the safety 
of horses.  My argument is that if the horse comes 
down, the rider comes down. 
 
There may have been other factors contributing to 
Al Borak’s fall, which the National Horse Racing 
Authority will no doubt address and I am not able to 
comment on, but the nagging truth is that night rac-
ing should not result in a magnificent animal cross-
ing over into the light.  - Désireé De Andrade,  
Linden. 

He will disagree with that 
Dear Editor, 
 
I attended many race meetings at the old  
Newmarket, I saw you writing about Mr Hawaii who 
won there. He didn’t win at a night meeting, but it  
reminded me of the fun we used to have when  
they held night meetings there. The facilities behind 
glass were fantastic, and there were bars upstairs 
and downstairs where the guys used to socialise, 
back winners and party. Why did they ever decide 
to close that beautiful racecourse? It was such a 
fair course, form worked out more often than not. 
Last night I went to Turffontein and sat on their 
deck, it was a good experience and brought back 
many a good memory. Nothing bad to say about 
Turffontein, though Newmarket was better in my 
view. I wish to thank Phumelela for saving this fea-
ture race meeting. I studied hard for it last week 
and was relieved when they decided to have it last 
night. Well done and can we have more meetings 
at night? - Fanie Wessels, Tulisa Park. 
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 Why Phumelela is taking MEC Mosupyoe to court 
PHUMELELA Gaming & Leisure Limited has explained its decision to take the Gauteng MEC for 
Economic Development, Agriculture and Environment, to court over amendments to the Gauteng 
Gambling Regulations.  

This litigation was instituted shortly before the 
amendments became effective but was pended to 
allow settlement discussions to take place. Howev-
er, following lengthy negotiations with the Gauteng 
Gambling Board, who have been acting on behalf of 
the MEC of Economic Development, Ms Morakane 
Mosupyoe and her two predecessors, the parties 
were unable to reach a mutually acceptable  
settlement and Phumelela decided to continue with 
its litigation. 

Ms Mosupyoe said last week that she found it 
“unfortunate” that a breakdown had occurred in set-
tlement negotiations with the racing operator, but 
Phumelela insists that it had no option but to  
continue with its review application. 

Phumelela said that the amendment to the regula-
tions represented a loss to the company amounting 
to approximately R75-million per year. This is com-
prised of half of the 6% bookmakers’ levy on punt-
ers’ winnings on bets on horseracing. This levy was 
one of two funding mechanisms put in place in an 
MOU signed between the then MEC and the racing 
industry to help the industry to survive. This MOU 
was concluded after the collapse of the industry fol-
lowing the legal introduction of other forms of wa-
gering in the late 1990’s. The second funding mech-
anism was the understanding that Phumelela would 
effectively hold an exclusive tote licence. 

John Stuart, Group CEO of Phumelela, commented: 
“There is more to this case than the MEC cares to 
reveal, starting with the fact that we’ve had to deal 
with three MEC’s in the last year following reshuf-
flings in the Gauteng government, and ending with 
the MEC failing to accept an agreement reached 
between Phumelela and the Gauteng Gambling 
Board. 

Stuart added: “We had numerous meetings with the 
Gauteng Gambling Board  and  a couple of interac-
tions with the two previous MEC’s following the re-
moval of the levy. This culminated in a settlement 
agreement being approved  by the Gauteng Gam-
bling Board and referred to the MEC for approval, in 
August 2019. This agreement included the rein-
statement of the levy, alongside certain conditions 
such as, increasing B-BBEE shareholding in 
Phumelela to 26% and the setting up of a trust to 
enhance transformation. This agreement had previ-
ously been approved by the Phumelela Board. 
 
"Thereafter we continued  to engage with the Gaut-
eng Gambling Board, but by mid-November 2019, 
the MEC had not reverted regarding the settlement 
agreement.  At that stage we advised the MEC that 
the continued inaction left us no alternative but to 

continue with the pended legal action, noting how-
ever that our preferred option would be a settlement 
and requesting a meeting with her to discuss this. 

"The MEC requested a further three weeks to re-
view the records of her predecessors and we 
agreed to that with the proviso that there would be 
no more delays thereafter. We did not hear from her 
offices regarding a settlement meeting but in the 
meantime legal proceedings were in motion. 

JOHN Stuart, CEO of Phumelela. 

"Then, in December, we received a revised signed 
settlement agreement that differed substantially 
from the one that the Phumelela Board and Gauteng 
Gambling Board had agreed in August. If we had 
adhered to the revised terms of the agreement it 
would have put Phumelela into liquidation and a col-
lapse of Phumelela would have a disastrous impact 
on the South African horse racing industry that em-
ploys approximately 43,000 people, on either a per-
manent or temporary basis. We therefore had no 
choice but to continue with litigation proceedings. 
Although, in subsequent communications to her  
office, we have reiterated that our preferred route is 
settlement. 

"The withdrawal of the Gambling levy is the sec-
ond major impact on the funding of the industry. 
In 2006, the courts ruled that the so-called 
“Open Bet”, which mimics the outcome of the 
tote, was lawful. The Open Bet has, over  
subsequent 14 years, cost the Industry billions 
of Rands. 

"The withdrawal of the Gambling Levy has a major 
knock-on effect on horse racing directly. Approxi-
mately R22m of the R75m levy is applied to prize 
money in Phumelela regions. Together with the on-
going decline in tote turnovers, which drives the 
stakes pot, the withdrawal will result in  (to page 9) 
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PHUMELELA AND MEC (fm p7) 
 
a further reduction in stakes after the reduction of 
17% already announced this year. Lower stakes 
result in fewer horses being bred and raced 
which will result in smaller fields and therefore 
lower tote turnovers, and so on. As already stat-
ed, this will have disastrous consequences for 
the industry and the 43,000 people it employs. 
 
Phumelela’s Racing Executive Patrick Davis con-
firmed: “In effect, our regulators have removed 
the two funding mechanisms for the sport – 
agreed by government at the time of corporatisa-
tion back in the late 90s. Phumelela has had to 
carry racing on its own, we’ve had to fund racing 
with little or no assistance from other industry 
stake holders.” 

PATRICK Davis, Racing Executive. 

Davis continued:  “The annual cost of racing in 
Phumelela regions is approximately R450 mil-
lion. Of this Stakes, riding fees and the NHA levy 
amount to R287 million. The balance is applied 
to inter alia, maintaining racing and training sur-
faces, racing and training centres, horse 
transport services, grooms quarters, security and 
the Jockeys Academy. 
 

Davis added: “Phumelela also subsidises 
stake holders (predominantly trainers) to 
the tune of R50 million per annum, most-
ly on stabling and training tracks. In addi-
tion, Phumelela contributes around R2 
million per annum to the National Horse 
Trust as one of its many CSI projects. 
 
“Also, although Phumelela does not employ the 
grooms in the industry, it has spent  in excess of 
R40 million on grooms’ accommodation over the 
past 15 years.” 
 
Stuart concluded that “with the withdrawal of the 
two funding mechanisms Phumelela is virtually 
the sole contributor to horse racing and what we 
are doing now is trying to save the industry and 
the 43,000 jobs that go with it.”  -tt. 

KLAWERVLEI Stud's exciting young stallion WILLIAM 
LONGSWORD (Captain Al) gained yet a further boost 
to his pedigree when his half-brother SILVER GOD 
(Silvano) won the Listed Wolf Power 1600 (1600m) at 
Turffontein on Wednesday evening. 
  
The Sean Tarry trained Silver God claimed the first fea-
ture race of his career when staying on to post a  
three-parts of a length win in this R150 000 race. 
Owned by Chris Van Niekerk, the Klawervlei Stud bred 
Silver God has now won five times for earnings just shy 
of R400 000. 
  
Silver God is the third stakes winner produced by his 
dam PAGAN PRINCESS (Fort Wood), who is also the 
dam not only of William Longsword but also of G1 
South African Fillies Sprint winner REAL PRINCESS 
(Trippi). 
  
William Longsword, who shares his champion sire 
CAPTAIN AL (Al Mufti) with both recent G1 Sun Met 
victor ONE WORLD and prominent young sire  
CAPTAIN OF ALL, was a brilliant racehorse  whose six 
wins, from just eight starts, included both the 2016 G1 
Grand Parade Cape Guineas and 2017 CTS Mile. 
  
The handsome bay has made a sterling start to his stud 
career. Yearlings William Longsword's first crop made 
up to R600 000 at January's Cape Premier  
Yearling Sale.  
  
Klawervlei enjoyed a great night on Wednesday, the 
farm having bred not only Silver God, but also IKIGAI  
(sired by the Klawervlei bred VERCINGETORIX), the 
brilliant winner of the G2 Gauteng Guineas.  - tt. 

SILVER God (Luke Ferraris), wins the Wolf Power. 

Silver God gives 
‘Longsword’ a boost 

@turftalk1 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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AN estimated 1,500 people took to the British Museum in 
London a few days ago to protest the museum’s  
continuing ties with the oil giant BP.  Activists from the 
group BP or not BP? snuck a 13-foot-tall Trojan Horse into 
the museum’s courtyard. Their target was the museum’s 
current “Troy: myth and reality” exhibition, which is spon-
sored by BP. “Like the legendary Trojan Horse, BP’s spon-
sorship is not a gift but a cynical way to hide something far 
more sinister and destructive,” Sarah Horne, a member of 
BP or not BP?, said in a statement. The Trojan Horse was 
guarded overnight by two activists sleeping inside of it.  

Trojan Model proved a point 

ACCLAIMED photographer Drew Doggett travelled to Ice-
land and brought back a popular photo series entitled “In 
the Realm of Legends”  which shows the incredible beauty 
of Iceland’s huge population of wild horses. For centuries, 
the compact and colourful horses of Iceland have lived a 
half-wild existence. During the summer months, the horses 
live free from human interaction in the country’s highlands. 
They live in groups and enjoy miles of untethered freedom.  

They couldn’t drag him away! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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