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BARRY Irwin has had enough of racing in the United States. (americasbestracing.com) 

Barry Irwin is cutting most ties with US racing 
“LEVEL OF CHEATING IS INSANE!” 

TEAM Valor International’s controversial President Barry Irwin, who parted ways with the South 
African racing industry in April 2018, has decided to call it a day in the United States too. He won’t 
participate there in future, unless he finds a good horse to buy on American soil. 

Since before the new year, Irwin, the founder of the 
successful racehorse syndication company Team 
Valor International, has made public his intentions to 
largely stop racing in his native country. 
 
“I think that a lot of people are trying to hope it’s not 
for real,” Irwin said.  
 
Actions, however, are beginning to back up words, 
as Irwin is reportedly referring to Team Valor’s  
current American runners as “remainders.” 
 
Among them, the 3-year-old Gouverneur Morris, will 
aim for the 2020 Kentucky Derby; Neil Drysdale-
trained Oleksandra may ship from Santa Anita Park 
for the Al Quoz Sprint (G1) on Dubai World Cup 
night; and La Sardane is a stakes winner working on 
the US west coast. 
 
But, “As of the start of this year,” Irwin said, “I’m no 

longer buying horses to race in America unless it’s 
a classic prospect, so I might buy one or two a 
year.” 
 

The majority of Team Valor’s racing  
operations will take place in Europe. He 
said that in the U.S., “the level of cheating 
is just insane.” 
 
“The policing and investigation and penalties 
(overseas) — they don’t screw around,” Irwin said. 
“They’re serious. In this country, you’re life and 
death to find any regulator or jurisdiction that’s  
going after anyone big.” 
 
Irwin remains a proponent of the Water Hay Oats 
Alliance. He also thinks this could be the year the 
Horseracing Integrity Act — which aims to create a 
national anti-doping authority — . 

(to page 2) 
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BARRY IRWIN (fm p1) 
 
passes its final hurdles. 
 
But Irwin’s willing to watch from afar. 
 
“I’m fed up with the lack of regulation and  
enforcement with illegal drugs and designer drugs,” 
he said. “That’s one of the main reasons I don’t 
want to race here anymore.” 
 

Team Valor, which bred and owned Animal 
Kingdom, also a winner of the 2013 Dubai 
World Cup (G1), has made its green silks 
with a red “V” and cap recognizable at race-
tracks around the world. Originally 
launched by Irwin as Clover Racing Stables, 
it later morphed into the Team Valor of  
today and has won more than 300 stakes 
races. 
 
“Last year we had a very good year,” Irwin said, 
speaking of his overseas runners. “We had the 
champion 3-year-old distance horse in France. We 
had the best miler in Germany. We had that colt, 
Spanish Mission, who we brought over and won the 
Jockey Club Derby. So we’ve got some really good 
horses over there. 
 
“…I’m trying to win at the highest level, and it’s be-
come impossible in this country.” 
 
Irwin, whose international stakes winners acquired 
in South Africa includes Ipi Tombe, Crimson  
Palace, Gypsy’s Waring and Irridesence, flipped SA 
racing a bird almost two years ago, saying, “I have 
learned that as long as Chris van Niekerk (and  
Adrian Todd) continue to be involved in the effort 
that the initiative (resolving of export protocols with 
EU) is likely to continue to be slow-track because 
the international community wants nothing to do 
with Markus Jooste or anybody tainted by him.” 
 
Van Niekerk replied at the time: “Rather to be 
thought a fool than open your mouth to remove all 
possible doubts!” 
 
Todd, who recently announced the EU’s dates for a 
South African audit, expressed his disappointment 
at Irwin’s comments as Irwin was a great supporter 
of the local industry, and enjoyed the support and 
respect of many. 
 
One commentator on horseracingnation.com wrote: 
Irwin’s article seems in line with the Democrats re-
cent actions "accuse without facts". If you have 
facts list them in the article and make the powers to 
be accountable to look into this. (Team Valor) 
sounds like a stable that does better across the 
pond than in the USA so go where you win. If you're 
going to slander people show proof, not the action 
of a child uttering "I'll take my ball and go home"  
 
“I don't see Barry Irwin targeting any horseman or 
throwing anyone or everyone under the bus. The 

only thing I see here is his frustration with 
the people who are responsible for regulating and 
policing the sport -- and have failed -- both in their 
will and in their actions,” said another.  - extracts 
from horseracingnation.com. 

SUMMERHILL Stud’s runners on Guineas Day, to-
day,  include Bohica (Capetown Noir ex Wysiwyg) in 
the Gauteng Guineas with Virtuosa (Visionaire ex 
Checcetti) and Spiritofthegroove (Visionaire ex Band 
Of Angels) representing in the Wilgerbosdrift  
Gauteng Fillies Guineas.  
 
The former Champion Breeders have 13 Ready-To-
Race Yearlings going to the Shongweni Sale next 
week, and their gallops can be viewed here. 

Lot 87, colt by Willow Magic (Dubawi). 

You can’t go wrong with a 
Summerhill-bred! 

Lot 88, filly by Act Of War (Dynasty). 

@turftalk1 

http://www.bsa.co.za/smx_videos.php
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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MILL Queen, good run expected.  (JC Photos). 

Nieuwenhuizen gives Mill 
Queen a decent chance  

David Nieuwenhuizen has three feature runners at the re-
scheduled Gauteng Guineas meeting, which is now to be 
run at Turffontein Standside tomorrow evening, writes  
DAVID THISELTON. 
 
Nieuwenhuizen’s Querari filly Mill Queen has not had an 
ideal preparation but he is still upbeat about her chances. 
 
He said, “We couldn’t get Gavin Lerena for the Three Troi-
kas and she was drawn wide so we decided it would be an 
unnecessarily hard race and pulled her out. But she is very 
well, although it is a bit unsettling to have a postponement 
as it is not easy to keep a horse in the right place for the 
extra few days.  
 
“This is the biggest race of her career to date and I think 
we have The Paul Peter filly Summer Pudding to beat. 
Paul Peter is quite confident but we hope we can do it. Mill 
Queen might go for the second leg too over 1800m, and a 
sprint-miler type like her might get it depending on how the 
race is run. But we are not thinking of that right now.” 
 
Mill Queen ended her campaign as a two-year-old with a 
0,80 length second in the Grade 1 Thekwini Stakes to the 
subsequently named Equus Champion two-year-old Ga-
bor. However, she had to come from a wide draw that day 
and did not know the track, which was unlike the winner on 

both counts. 
 
In her only start this term she won the Grade 3 
HSH Princess Charlene Starling Stakes over 
1400m on November 2, despite not having 
enjoyed a smooth preparation into the race. 
 
Nieuwenhuizen said after that win, “Thank 
goodness Gavin (Lerena) has a good feel for a 
horse. He rode her with a bit in reserve and it 
looked like she did need it. She still has to  
mature mentally and physically, she is a late  
maturer who is still furnishing, so hopefully she 
will get a lot better. She is doing extremely 
well despite being backwards and that is just 
down to her ability, so we have to look after 
her. She is a filly who gives her all, so we also 
have to be careful with her in work.” 
 
Lerena will be back aboard tomorrow evening. 
 
Nieuwenhuizen is bullish about the chances of 
Factor Fifty and Flichity By Farr in the  
Non-Black Type Allez France Stakes over 
2400m. Lerena was unable to stay aboard 
Flichity By Farr, as he is contracted to ride for 
the owners of Chitengo, and he is replaced by 
high-flying Craig Zackey.   
 
Nieuwenhuizen said, “They are both very well 
and I expect two big runs. Factor Fifty is an up 
and coming filly and is the stronger of the two 
so takes more work, but Flichity has proven 
class. They are very close and I hope we can 
have a win with either of them.”  - Gold Circle. 

TURFFONTEIN WEDNESDAY 
Selections by David Mollett 

1st Race: (7) Golden Years (9) Powder Puff (1) 
Afternoon Tea (2) Angel Lily 
2nd Race: (16) Entente  (3) Double Seven  (8) 
Karnallie (5) Edaara  
3rd Race: (1) Gin Fizz (3) Capitiana (5) Frosted 
Steel (4) Golden Belle 
4th Race: (1) Owlinthetree (2) Diamond Dancer 
(6) Master And Man (4) Flash Burn 
5th Race: (6) Captain Of Tortuga (1) Green Haze 
(2) Approach Control (10) D'Arrivee 
6th Race: (10) Fly Away (2) Mr Flood (6) Gimme A 
Wave (1) Quinlan 
7th Race: (3) Summer Pudding (1) Mill Queen (6) 
Magic School (9) Victoria Paige 
8th Race: (4) Ikigai (3) Frosted Gold (6) Youcan-
thurrylove (2) Eden Roc 
9th Race: (4) Factor Fifty (1) Flichity By Farr (2) 
Chitengo (3) Bondiblu 
10th Race: (3) Green Plains (2) Dancing Queen 
(1) Running Brave (6) Pool Party 
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Flamingo’s extra-race bonus 
after washed-out meeting 

ON the back of Kimberley losing a second meeting on Monday, 
PGL has agreed to add back some races to make up for lost  
opportunities. At their next two meetings, they will have 10 races 
(instead of 8) and thereafter, their next 4 meetings, they will have 
9 races (instead of 8) - thereby helping the horsemen in the  
region.  - tt. 

SANDILE Mbehle has completed his 
apprenticeship and is now a fully-
fledged jockey. The Kuda-sponsored 
rider has racked up 58 winners so far 
and, as a valuable lightweight, often 
rides for Vaughan Marshall and Justin 
Snaith. 

THIS photo of Craig Zackey and Vardy 
(Queen’s Plate) by  Chase Liebenberg 
won him first prize in the L'Ormarins 
Moments Competition for Professional  
Photographers. Chase will receive a 
valuable Leica D-Lux (Leica DC Vario-
Summilux) camera from the sponsor. 

Dog Number 3, very green in running! 

‘Green’ hound snatches defeat 
from the jaws of victory! 

IF you thought it’s only inexperienced horses that run around and 
cause interference in a race, look at this very “green” greyhound 
up to her antics in Race 7 at Benidgo, Australia, earlier today. 
 
Zipping Storm is a  pooch with plenty of ability, but she battles to 
focus and has no one to blame but herself. There was no bad 
luck at play here, just a greyhound with awkward manners. 
 
Backed from $1.50 into $1.40 with most operators, Zipping Storm 
jumped fast to lead from box three but wanted to run off the track 
after 50m, dropping back sharply to third. The hot-pot then put 
her mind back on the job and quickly railled through to be second 
around the home bend. 
 
Zipping Storm struck the front soon after straightening and 
looked set to sprint away for an easy win. However, the black 
bitch took her eyes off the prize, instead focusing her attention 
on the two dog, Gray Grey Goose. She ducked in, then out, and 
then back in, before being swamped by Nitro Gee about two  
metres from the post.  
 
Plenty of fun to watch this race, here.  - punters.com.au. 

http://www/kuda.co.za
https://youtu.be/Lgtq8Kqujyc
https://youtu.be/Lgtq8Kqujyc
https://youtu.be/Lgtq8Kqujyc
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Best type of ‘Day At The Office’ 

WHEN one looks at this photo of trainer Brett Crawford at 
work, standing right next to the track at the Cape’s Phillipi 
training centre, a desire takes hold. We’d like to be there 
too! Especially in Summer. There can’t be many things 
nicer than being around thoroughbreds every day, tracking 
their progress, hearing them breathe and snort as they 
gallop by, patting their sweaty flanks and smelling that 
horse smell afterwards. What was the morning like at your 
office? 

NO caption needed for this one, really? 

This is how it all starts... 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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