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QUEEN Supreme, flat run in Majorca Stakes. (Wayne Marks). 

Mdk: Queen Supreme showed effects of 
travelling in ‘flat’ Majorca Stakes run 

MIKE de Kock has commented on his talented filly Queen Supreme’s disappointing run in  
Saturday’s Gr1 Bidvest Majorca Stakes over 1600m at Kenilworth. She started 17-10 favourite  
following her excellent Paddock Stakes win on 11 January, but faded out to finish over 10 lengths 
behind Clouds Unfold. 

De Kock said: “This was a flat run from her, below 
best as we’ve seen too from other runners raiding 
Cape Town from Johannesburg – those who raid, 
run, stay in the Cape for a few weeks and then race 
again. We’ve seen how these runners flatten out. 
 
“This unfortunately is what we’ve had to deal with. 
Horses are taken out of their comfort zones and 
they have to train on tracks and in stables that are 
foreign to them and can become susceptible to bugs 
and strains they haven’t been exposed to before. 
 
“They undergo physiological changes having to 
work on tracks they haven’t worked on before. We 
saw examples last weekend of horses that came out 
of quarantine in Johannesburg, out of their comfort 

zones, and ran well below their ability. 
 
“We have been doing it on the back foot all the time 
from Johannesburg, and that is unfortunate. I don’t 
see any trainers out of Cape Town, racing in Gaut-
eng, staying on and racing again three or four 
weeks later. I don’t see that ever happening and if it 
did, they’ll be subject to the same with their horses. 
 
“I’m not trying to make excuses, but the African 
Horse Sickness issue and the quarantine regula-
tions have made things very difficult for us, running 
out of quarantine in Johannesburg is very hard – 
the horses’ normal routines have to be changed two 
or three weeks before their runs and they are taken 
from their comfort zones.                        (to page 2) 
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QUEEN SUPREME, ETC (fm p1) 
 
“There is a human element involved too. When 
travelling with runners we have to move our staff 
between centres, take them away from their 
homes and families. Our time is divided as  
trainers and it’s an extremely costly exercise  
moving horses from one centre to another. 
 
De Kock referred to negativity among “faceless 
internet trolls”, who complain about a lack of  
transparency and then criticize those who reveal 
stable information and offer reasons for  
disappointing runs. 
 
He said: “People are quick to sling off, but they 
don’t really have the facts. I challenge anybody to 
come from Cape Town to Johannesburg and to do 
what we do coming the other way. Never mind 
acclimatisation, it works both ways. 
 

“Having said all of this, I’m not sure we owe  
anyone an explanation about runners running 
below par.  Whatever gets into the press in 
the interest of transparency seems to get 
twisted, especially on racing forums. 
 
“We’ve tried to inform the racing public with  
transparent comments in everyone’s interest, but 
we have to suffer for that at the hands of internet 
trolls, many of whom have little understanding of 
the industry and feel it’s their right to sling off at 
trainers, jockeys, horses and administrators whilst 
hiding behind pseudonyms. 
 
“We’re suffering abuse for our transparency. It’s 
often the same individuals slinging off, week after 
week. They contribute no value whatsoever. 
There are several trainers who are re-considering 
their stance on transparency. We’ve tried to help 
the punters and racing fans, those who really love 
racing, but all we get back in return is ridicule. 
Why should we continue? 
  
“This is not the racing media’s fault, they have 
reported our words, but there are a few negative 
people out there who misconstrue or purposefully 
misrepresent our comments and it’s doing the  
industry no good. 
 
“One of my most insightful mottos in life is, 
‘Suspicion haunts the guilty’. My message to the 
consistently bitter, obstructive commentators, who 
often suggest skulduggery in the racing industry 
is, ‘If racing is so bad, why are you still around? 
Why don’t you do us all a favour and get out?’” - 
tt. 

Pennsylvania politician 
threatens racing in the state 
 
EARLIER this week, Pennsylvania Governor Tom 
Wolf revealed his proposed budget for the 2020-2021 
fiscal year. In his public remarks, Gov. Wolf suggested 
that $200 million should be redirected from the state’s 
Race Horse Development Trust Fund (RHDTF)  
towards a new college scholarship program. 
 
“Let’s bet on our kids instead of bankrolling race horse 
owners,” said Gov. Wolf. 
 
Debate will likely ensue over the coming weeks and 
months as the budget goes through committee  
hearings, and horsemen will surely have a loud voice 
in the proceedings.  
 
A major question around this money grab will revolve 
around the state’s ability to re-purpose the RHDTF 
money, given it resides in trust, a move which passed 
in 2017 and was designed to keep the money, intend-
ed to go to the industry, in that spot. 
 
“It’s certainly worth the fight,” wrote Patrick Cummings 
of the Thoroughbred Idea Foundation. “The state’s 
racing industry claimed a direct economic impact of 
more than $721 million in 2018. How this would all be 
done is uncertain at this point, but let’s consider the 
worst-case scenario.” 

“The total amount of purses earned from handle in all 
Pennsylvania races (Thoroughbred and Standard-
bred) in 2018 was $20.9 million from a combined 908 
race days. In the crudest form of math, a simple aver-
age suggests that would be enough to account for 
just $21,000 PER DAY compared to the current figure 
of nearly $200,000 per day.  
 
“The reality is undoubtedly different considering many 
other factors, but in this most dire scenario, major 
contraction would be needed to continue operating 
racing in the state. According to figures reported by 
The Jockey Club, Pennsylvania hosted roughly 9% of 
all American Thoroughbred races in 2018. 
 
“Pennsylvania would be the second major North 
American horse racing jurisdiction to lose a mammoth 
slots-fuelled subsidy. 
 
“Two decades of subsidies have enabled two decades 
of ignorance. We need to make our wagering offerings 
as competitive as possible, and that includes a sport 
that adopts far greater transparency out of respect for 
ALL its participants,” said Cummings.  - Edited media 
release. 
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MAURITZFONTEIN’s Lot 157 at Cape Yearling Sale: Rafeef colt from a formidable family. (John Lewis). 

Mauritzfontein’s draft at Cape Yearling Sale 
YESTERDAY we published this article under the wrong headline, for which we extend our apologies to 
Mauritzfontein Stud and Bloodstock SA. Here it is again, noting that the quality Mauritzfontein draft is from 
the Cape Yearling Sale at Mistico on 28 February. 

MAURITZFONTEIN Stud will once again be offering an excellent draft at this year’s Cape Yearling 
Sale, which will take place at the Mistico Equestrian Centre on 28 February.  

The farm’s draft is made up of yearlings by such 
popular and promising stallions as Futura, Ideal 
World, Querari, Rafeef and ill-fated champion Soft 
Falling Rain –and no discerning buyer can afford to 
overlook this string.  
  
Horse Of The Year Futura has a well bred filly to his 
name in the form of Wind Sock (Lot 1). This filly, the 
very first into the ring, is a half-sister to 3 winners 
including Champion Juvenile Cup winner Kimberley 
Star (who recently won the Fairview Merchants for 
a second time) as well as  promising filly World  
Radar, an impressive winner of three of her first 
four starts.  
  
Soft Falling Rain, whose first crop includes the likes 
of the aforementioned World Radar, as well as 
Montreal Mist and Gin Fizz, has two colts in  
Mauritzfontein’s draft. 
 
Dronfield (Lot 80) is a halfbrother to four winners 
including the high-class gallopers Free State and 
Fear Not, while Edgartown (Lot 104) is out of a Fort 
Wood mare who is closely related to champions 
Horse  Chestnut and Monyela.  

Querari, South Africa’s Leading Sire of 2Yos in 2018
-2019, is the sire of Rosso Corsa (Lot 125), a colt 
out of a Sadler’s Wells daughter of champion, and 
G1 Moyglare Stud Stakes winner, Necklace (this colt 
is a half-brother to recent G3 Sea Cottage Stakes 
third Imperial Ruby), while G1 Computaform Sprint 
winner Rafeef’s first crop includes Star Of The West 
(Lot 157) –a colt whose dam is a half-sister to cham-
pion Monyela and two other stakes winners.  

  
Larabanga (Lot 180) shares his Mauritzfon-
tein based sire Ideal World with a host of top 
class gallopers notably Smart Call, Rainbow 
Bridge, and champion Hermoso Mundo as 
well as recent graded stakes winners Vistula 
and Mount Laurel.  
 
This colt (closely inbred to legendary sire Danehill) 
hails from a top-class family with his relatives includ-
ing G1 Epsom Derby runner up Glacial Storm, and 
German champion Globus.  
  
Mauritzfontein’s Cape Yearling Sale draft can be 
viewed in its entirety at www.bsa.co.za.  - tt. 

http://www.bsa.co.za.
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FRANKIE Dettori has never been camera-shy! (Irish Times). 

Frankie will be starring in movie of same name 
FRANKIE Dettori's manager, Peter Burrell, has confirmed racing's most celebrated professional is 
to feature in a documentary film to be produced by Nick Ryle, who in 2015 was responsible for the 
critically-acclaimed Being AP, which told the story of Sir Anthony McCoy's final championship-
winning season. 

Initial work on the Dettori project began when Ryle 
and his team shadowed the rider in Paris on Arc 
weekend last year. The chronicling of 12 months in 
the sporting star's life is likely to conclude with  
another trip to the French capital city, where racing 
fans, Ryle and Burrell are hoping Dettori will be 
aboard Enable for a second crack at making  
history with a third success in the Prix de l'Arc de 
Triomphe. 
 
The film crew will also follow their subject over the 
coming days, when he is due to entertain  
audiences in "An Evening with Frankie Dettori" 
show, firstly at Bolton's Albert Halls on Sunday 
evening and then at the Floral Pavilion in New 
Brighton, near Liverpool, on Monday. 
 
Burrell, who will be interviewing his client of 33 
years in the two theatres, said: "There are going to 
be 35 filming days. Royal Ascot is obviously set to 
be important and it would be amazing for the film if 
Enable makes it back to Longchamp. 
 
"The unofficial working title is 'Frankie' and the 
film's likely destination will be streaming services, 
although I'm sure it will have a cinema release as 
well. It may end up as one 90-minute film or it 
could even be four one-hour programmes. 
 
"We are thrilled the production budget has been 
agreed and green lit. We're hoping it will be a film 
of which racing can be proud. It will show the highs 
and lows of Frankie's career, with no stone left  
unturned.” - Racing Post. 

Van Niekerk is a Top-
Fiver in Hong Kong 

 
GRANT van Niekerk, the fearless Capetonian,  
occupies a Top 5 spot on the competitive Hong Kong  
Jockeys’ Log with 28 winners, behind illustrious  
log-leaders Joao Moreira (69 winners) and Zac  
Purton (61), with Karis Teetan in third (41) and  
Vincent Ho on 34. 
 
Van Niekerk rode the Me Tsui-trained Good For You 
to nick the Class 4 Percival Handicap (1200m) at 
Happy Valley on Wednesday by a short-head in a 
head-bobbing duel with California Rad (124lb); about 
30 minutes later he rolled clear in the Class 4 Wong 
Nai Chung Handicap on the same trainer’s top-weight 
Thunder Stomp. 
 
“It’s going well – I just have to stay out of the  
stewards’ room!” said Van Niekerk, who has a  
careless riding suspension deferred until the end of 
this month.  - SCMP. 

@turftalk1 
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8 

 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/


9 

 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

The Met adventure continues 

JOCKEY MJ Byleveld celebrated his Sun Met victory at the 
beautiful establishment of his sponsor Avontuur Stud, with 
some friends, yesterday. The Estate’s Winemaker Jan van 
Rooyen  presented MJ with a case  of  his favourite wine. 
We’re more or less sure a few bottles from this case will be 
consumed during a braai at the Byleveld residence this 
weekend.  

CANDICE Bass-Robinson and Aldo Domeyer combined on 
Sun Met Day to win two Gr1 races with Russet Air and 
Clouds Unfold respectively. Both were sired by What A 
Winter, who made it a great summer season for the Milner-
ton stable. Candice and Aldo visited What A Winter at  
Drakenstein Stud yesterday. The trainer said about their 
Met Day winners: “Russet Air will probably skip KZN and 
go to Turffontein for the Computaform Sprint. Clouds  
Unfold will probably go to Durban, with her main mission 
the Garden Province on July day.” 

What A Summer it’s been! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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