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FOUR-year-old filly Snapscan (Oratorio, Morne Winnaar), defeated her male rivals in the Gr2 New Turf  
Carriers Western Cape Stayers. (Wayne Marks). 

Snapscan rewarded her trainer on Sun Met Day 
GLEN Kotzen made his filly Snapscan his best of the day on Sun Met Day, Saturday. That was quite 
brave considering that Snapscan was up against a few accomplished male stayers at high Graded 
level, but she rewarded his confidence with a good win in the Gr2 New Turf Carriers Western Cape 
Stayers over 2800m. 

Kotzen said in the printed media, and repeated him-
self in a television interview, midweek: “Snapscan 
represents the form of many of the Majorca Stakes 
runners, so we will see how that form works out ear-
lier in the day, and she will definitely have no  
problem with the distance. She is a huge runner.” 
 
Several punters heeded the advice and shared the 
Kotzen stable’s joy when the filly announced herself 
350m out and sliced through the field to beat Tap 
O’Noth and Kampala Campari in a driving finish. 
 
Kotzen said after the race: “Snapscan’s an  
awesome filly, they went too fast for her in the Pad-
dock Stakes, the pace was slow today and it suited 
her. This is a double celebration for us. It’s wonder-
ful to win on Sun Met Day for the patrons that sup-
port you, and it’s also Tony Georgiou’s birthday!” 
 
The Georgiou family and the Hatting family own 

Snapscan in partnership with Gaynor Rupert’s Dra-
kenstein Stud, who bred her from Oratorio and the 
Casey Tibbs mare, Cash Register, a sister to the 
stable’s 2009 Durban July winner, Big City Life. 
 
“This is a special moment for our family. Gaynor 
bought the dam, our foundation mare, for Dra-
kenstein and thanks to her for sending Snapscan 
back to us. Also a word about Oratorio - he’s a  
fantastic stallion and has been good to me.” 
 
Jockey Morne Winnaar, excited about his Graded 
win, said: “I was considering and offer from Mauri-
tius, but Mr Kotzen said if I come back I won’t have 
this job, so I decided to stay with the yard and I’m 
happy I’ve done that. We’re having regular winners.” 
 
Snapscan was sold for R400,000 at the National 
Yearling Sale ring and has won stakes of R563 250 
with 4 wins and 7 places from her 15 starts.  - tt. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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SINCE we’ve headlined Snapscan, we’ll stay with the Kotzen family and Glen and Kathy’s children Kuyan 
and Kirra, two of the best-dressed race goers  at Kenilworth on Sun Met Day.  Kuyan Kotzen told Turf Talk: 
“The theme African Visionaries can be expressed in many ways, which was great. The inspiration behind 
our outfits was that of the bold, bright and the colourful faces of South Africans. The patterns were created 
from wonderful African traditions. Whenever we choose an outfit we first try local as ‘Local is Lekka’! My 
outfit was made by the talented men of Mali South Longstreet and Kirra’s dress was created by Haute Afri-
ka in Johannesburg. The incredible Yanti Geroudis designed the exquisite fascinator (headgear) worn by 
Kirra on the day. The Sun Met calls for celebration. What a wonderful day it was! (Pic: Chase Liebenberg). 

The trendsetting Kotzen kids caught the eye! 
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SUMMERHILL Stud’s bull of a stallion, Act Of War (photo), notched his first winner from his first runner  
recently when Bloodstock South Africa’s R70,000 graduate, Daichi, made a winning debut at Fairview in  
impressive fashion. Act Of War, whose first crop are two-year-olds this season, was one of the very best 
sons of former Horse Of The Year, Dynasty. Act Of War won eight of only 12 starts, his six graded victories  
including a triumph in the 2014 G1 Cape Guineas, as well as scores in all of the G2 Selangor Cup, G3  
Kuda Matchem Stakes, G3 Langerman and G3 Cape Classic. He has three fillies and a colt at the  
forthcoming Shongweni Sale, ready to race. View the catalogue here. 

FOR Rainbow Bridge (red-and-white silks) the post Sun Met focus now switches to a second attempt to 
achieve owner Mike Rattray’s great ambition of winning the Vodacom Durban July but a furlong out, with 
Ryan Moore still not having asked for everything, a second Met looked as good as in the book. “He ran a 
great race but I never thought I had it,” said Moore as he returned to the weighing room with trainer Eric 
Sands supremely impressed. “Ryan can ride for me any day. He had the horse beautifully placed through-
out and he gave the horse a great ride.” Unfortunately, Moore won’t be free on July day as that comes at 
the height of the British and Irish seasons and usually clashes with the Eclipse - but it wasn’t just Moore’s 
race-riding that impressed Sands. “I spent two hours with him on Friday. He listened to  
everything I said, he was so intense and he walked the course with me.” -Michael Clower/Gold Circle. 
(Photo by Wayne Marks). 

http://www.bsa.co.za/pdf/2020smx_ped.pdf
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PHOTOGRAPHER John Lewis, on a visit to Mauritzfontein Stud, recently snapped this photo of a 
foal “stretching” in the morning sun. “John visited us to take photos of yearlings for the forthcom-
ing auction sales,” said Mauritzfontein’s Steven Jell. 

BRYONY Frost, top performer. (Matchbook). 

Southwell will be staging all-girl race day 
THE recent exploits of Bryony Frost, Rachael Blackmore and Hollie Doyle in the saddle have helped 
shine a light on the wealth of female talent in the weighing room and next month Southwell will 
stage a card dedicated to female riders as part of International Women's Day. 

The eight-race meeting will take place on Sunday, 
March 8 and will be a mixed card with four Flat and 
four jumps races restricted to female jockeys only.  
 
As well as Frost's Cheltenham Festival victory on 
Frodon and Doyle's record-breaking 2019 when she 
achieved the most wins by a female jockey in a cal-
endar year, Hayley Turner made headlines with  
victory at Royal Ascot. 
 
Turner partnered Thanks Be to victory in the San-

dringham, becoming only the second female jockey 
to triumph at the meeting following Gay Kelleway's 
victory in 1987. 

Rose Grissell, BHA head of diversity and inclusion, 
said: "International Women's Day is a day to cele-
brate the achievements women across the world, 
as well as to raise awareness of some of the 
unique challenges and inequalities they face. 
There is no better way to celebrate than by provid-

ing further opportunities for female jockeys. –RP. 
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Winning Form to  
sponsor Warren Kennedy 

 
WINNING Form has announced that they are the 
proud new sponsors of KZN-based jockey, Warren 
Kennedy.  
 

The 39-year-old Hillcrest resident is attracting a 
lot of attention this year in his bid to claim his 
maiden National Jockey Championship title. 
Kennedy is currently sitting on 155 winners for 
the season, but aims to hit the milestone of 300 
come July 31.  
 
The hope is, should he eclipse this mark before the 
season ends, he will attempt to break the current  
record of 334 winners that was set by the legendary 
Anthony Delpech in the 1998/1999 season. 
 
Kennedy has shown remarkable growth in the jockey 
ranks over the past few years. During the 2014/2015 
season he ranked at 28

th
 place on the log, while by 

the end of the 2018/2019 season he achieved a very 
respectable 7

th
 place. With six months left of the cur-

rent 2019/20 season, he sits 45 wins clear of second 
placed Greg Cheyne in the jockey title race, giving 
him ample breathing room for his title prospects.  
 
After holding out until he found the right sponsor, 
Kennedy is happy to be on board with the Winning 
Form team. 
 
“I am thrilled and proud to be sponsored by a brand 
like Winning Form that is steeped in racing history. 
It’s only been a short time being part of the team, but 
so far it’s been great and everyone has been very 
helpful and accommodating,” he said. 
 
Winning Form Operations Manager, Sandile Nethisa 
is eagerly looking forward to following Kennedy this 
season. “We are proud to be associated with a top-of-
the log jockey like Warren. 2019 was a great year for 
him because he rode his first Grade 1 winner (Gabor, 
in the Thekwini Stakes on eLan Gold Cup day), and 
we are confident there are more big performances to 
come!  We just know that 2020 will be an exhilarating 
year for him and Winning Form is backing him all the 
way to the National Jockey Championship title!” said 
Nethisa.  - Media release. 

WARREN Kennedy, chasing big goals. 

SUN Met highlights; Retired track stars (Run For 
It), Klawervlei Farm Sale Preview. Presented by 
Fee Ramsden. View. 

ALONG Came Polly. 

‘Polly’ doing well as a broodmare 

TRAINER Gavin van Zyl’s erstwhile multiple Gr1 
winning filly Along Came Polly (Judpot), is doing 
well as a broodmare in the United States, where 
she stands at Three Chimneys in Kentucky. 
 
Exported in 2015, her first foal My Boy Lollipop has 
a win and a place from two starts for trainer Brad 
Cox, based at Fairgrounds, New Orleans. 
 
Van Zyl said: “My Boy Lollipop was a $50,000 pur-
chase from Keeneland. He won his debut at Fair-
grounds and then ran second in an expensive 
claiming race at Oaklawn, Arkansas, where they 
have a casino and  the purses are very good. 
 
“He’s made more than his purchase price back in 
two runs and will win more races.”  - tt. 

https://youtu.be/GJ_CHfFtFLM
https://youtu.be/GJ_CHfFtFLM
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www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

New clients for Virgin Active 

AHEAD of Sun Met week, trainer Duncan McKenzie was 
looking forward with great anticipation to devouring a chick-
en at Vasco’s Tavern in Green Point. He lived out this  
fantasy at the weekend and wrote on Facebook: “I had to 
try out the Vasco’s Peri Peri chicken. Brother, those chick-
ens must go to gym. They’re so big, different class!  Guess 
that means Virgin Active have Duncs and the Vasco chick-
ens knocking at their door soon? 

Why should this party stop? 

ADELE Alsop, assistant to Vaughan Marshall and a super 
trainer in her own right, was celebrating One World’s Sun 
Met win on Saturday long after the fact, with a bottle of 
bubbly received from MJ Byleveld. No reason for the party 
to stop, is there? 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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