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CLOSE to the ideal. The EU Bloodstock Protocol Audit will be taking place from 20 April 2020. (Pic: NYT). 

European Union confirms audit date for  
SA’s bloodstock protocol 

THE long-awaited European Union (EU) audit date for the South African Bloodstock Industry has 
been announced. Officials from the EU will be conducting the audit between 20 April and 1 May 
2020. 

The South African Equine Health & Protocols 
(SAEHP) confirmed today via MD Adrian Todd that 
the dates were finalised last Friday and said: “The 
South African Department of Agriculture was  
officially notified by the EU’s Food and Veterinary 
Office (FVO), the entity responsible for conducting 
audits.” 
 
Todd expressed his delight and commented: 
“We’ve been planning this for many years and the 
announcement is a culmination of our efforts. 
 
“To have finally reached this stage is a potential 
watershed for South African breeding and racing. It 
wouldn’t have been possible without working hand 
in hand with the South African government, and we 
thank them. 
 
Todd explained the logistics of the audit last month,  

saying: “Audits in any sector seldom return flawless 
results. Nobody ever gets a 100% clear report. 
There will be additional recommendations from the 
EU team after the audit. They will send a report and 
we will implement what they suggest. 
 
“I am 100% confident that the audit will be  
successful for us. We have done everything we can, 
everything humanly possible, to comply with what is 
needed.” 
 
The question everybody is asking is what is the 
timeline? Todd explained, “ I would expect that once 
any additional recommendations have been  
implemented, we should be looking at the  
reinstatement of direct exports to the EU by  
September/October, 2020.   -tt. 
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SIGNOR Tesio’s Piece Of Wood. 

Even a stopped clock is right, twice a day 
LONGINES brought it all back. In declaring three horses the equal  2019 “World’s Best  
Racehorses” , the elongated battle in the King George VI and Queen Elizabeth Diamond Stakes at 
Ascot came instantly to mind. 

For a reminder of all that, you may be kind enough 
to remember or would like to have a look at https://
bit.ly/38DRu1m - the piece was all about a ballerina 
and racehorses. Or better still, please read on and 
come back to that if you have time. 
 
CRYSTAL OCEAN and ENABLE were the stars of 
that show, one of them being joint top Longines 
ranked for coming second to the other. 
 
That is a bit of an odd situation when you come to 
think of it. These rankings are of best performances 
in an individual race. Hypothetically, a horse could 
run a freak race and win in record time and rating, 
and run last in seven other races, but be the World’s 
Best Racehorse. 
 
It’s probably all in the language. Undoubtedly the 
technicalities of these ratings are sound – it’s not 
the structure that is right or wrong. It’s the feeling. 
 
Is the wonderful package that is Dina Asher-Smith, 

history graduate at King’s College, London and 
World Champion at 200 metres in a time of 21.88 a 
better or worse runner than Elaine Thompson, Rio 
Olympic Champion at the same distance? ET’s time 
(not that ET, this ET) was 21.78.  
 
It takes what it takes to win each race. This writer 
looks forward to Asher-Smith in Tokyo 2020 in 
much the same way as he looks forward to the  
colossal treat of Enable reappearing for the 2020 
Turf Season. 
 
But there’s something else about the Longines  
results.  
 
If you disagree with the method of determining the 
“World’s Best Racehorse”, you must agree that 
even a stopped clock is right twice a day. Not that 
Longines clocks (watches) stop of course… 
 
The point of that phrase is that someone who you 
think is wrong is not always wrong.  (To page 4) 

https://bit.ly/38DRu1m
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DINA Asher-Smith, 200m Gold, 100m silver.  

DAVID ALLAN (fm p1) 
 
I find it very comforting when I hear it said. It  
originated in the early 18

th
 century and has stayed in 

use since, including yesterday morning on the  
Andrew Marr show as used by an excellent female 
journalist (in the context that however much you  
disagree with a politician he or she is not going to be 
100% wrong) while failing to suppress her delight 
and anticipation of “getting plastered” on Friday night 
when the UK departs the EU. 
 
So CRYSTAL OCEAN, ENABLE and WALDGEIST 
are the World’s Best Racehorses. What  
distinguishes them? 
 

Is it that Waldgeist was bred by Maine 
Chance? Well, Gestut Ammerland & 
Newsells Park. Same chocolate. Brilliant. An 
Arc Winner! 
 
Is it that Crystal Ocean went to stud as a National 
Hunt stallion immediately? Yes, really. By Sea the 
Stars out of a mare by Mark of Esteem, for whose 
daughters I would crawl across hot coals. But 
straight to Beeches Stud went he, to join NH royalty 
such as Flemensfirth and new boy Ocovango whose 
first runner rocked up over hurdles the other day. If 
they let him, Crystal Ocean could cover a thousand. 
 
No. What distinguishes them is Signor Federico 
Tesio, surely the most revered (including in South 
Africa) of all breeding experts. 
 
One of his most famous quotations is trotted out less 
regularly these days. It begins “The Thoroughbred 
exists because its selection has depended, not on 
experts, technicians or zoologists but on a piece of 
wood: the Winning Post of the Epsom Derby”. 

The link between the Longines best three rated 
racehorses in the world is that they are all mile and 
a half (2400 metres) champions. 
 
In terms of impact, however, the beginning of 
Tesio’s postulation is only part of it. He continued “If 
you base your criteria on anything else, you will get 
something else, not the Thoroughbred”. 
 
“Ouch” cries all of Australian bloodstock, breeding to 
win the Golden Slipper. “Blimey” mutter UK and Irish 
‘commercial’ breeders of something that will win 
yesterday.  

So Longines backs up Tesio and is applauded for it. 
Not as emotionally as those three fabulous horses 
were applauded on the track and two of them will be 
again. 
 
Just look at hundreds of thousands in Japan turning 
out to bid farewell to the Longines joint 3

rd
 rated 

(joint 5th ranked)  LYS GRACIEUX  (JPN), a name 
confusing as to gender in French, but undoubtedly 
of a daughter of the Sunday Silence horse Heart’s 
Cry. She won (2000-2400m) the QEII at Kyoto, The 
Hong Kong Vase at Sha Tin, the Takarazuka Kinen 
at Hanshin and flew south to win no less than the 
Cox’s Plate at Moonee Valley, all Group 1, and 
many more.                                            (cont on p5) 
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DAVID ALLAN (fm p4) 
 
She drew massive crowds when paraded on retirement, 
not to mention generated a not-so-small fortune in Lys 
Gracieux souvenir sales.  
 
Enough, perhaps, of these opposites of early sprinty 2 
year olds. Let’s have a look at the 2019 horse rated better 
than Frankel. 
 
In official international handicapping ratings, which are 
different to the Longines version, PINATUBO in 2019  
became the highest rated 2 year old since CELTIC 
SWING in 1994 at 128.  
 
That son of Damister won an amazing renewal of the  
Racing Post Trophy for 2 year olds and went on to win the 
French Derby, cleverly protected from the undulations of 
Epsom because of his incorrect forelegs by his owner  
Peter Savill. 
 
Many things distinguished Peter Savill, Chairman of the 
British Horseracing Board. One was that he went to war 
with the bookies and was ultimately defeated by the EU 
Court of Justice turning over rulings by the two highest 
English courts thus condemning British racing to  
continued penury for many years, and the other was that 
he had dozens of horses in training and made all his own 
racing entries. 
 
Frankel was a 2 year old in 2010 winning all his starts  
including a Group 1, but not rated as highly in so doing. 
 
Pinatubo, trained by Charlie Appleby for Godolphin, won 
six out of six at 2 including two Group 1s – the Dewhurst 
at Newmarket and an incredible performance in the  
National Stakes at The Curragh. 
 
By Shamardal (Giant’s Causeway/Machiavellian), 
Pinatubo is out of a mare by Dalakhani, a multiple Group 
1 winner up to a mile and a half by – like Mark of Esteem 
– Darshaan.  
 
(Dalakhani mares = me crawling over more hot coals). 
 
So will Pinatubo train on? Might he stay the Derby  
distance? The first run at 3 of the best 2 year old for 25 
years, only a couple of pounds off Arazi, will be watched 
by a multitude.  - tt. 

ENABLE (nearest camera) and Crystal Ocean 
lock horns. (Sporting Life), 

BIG-striding Pinatubo winning the Gr1  
National Stakes. 

2019 World’s Best Racehorses. 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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SUN International and Racing. It’s A Rush hosted a breakfast and ‘Horse Spa Day’ at a Muizenberg 
beach last Friday. Snaith Racing tweeted: “The yard is ready for Sun Met week with some exciting 
runners on Saturday. Horses are on theirs toes and we are hoping, with some luck, that they  
manage to find the winners circle.”  (Pic: Zoon Cronje/Openfield). 
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SUN MET BETTING UPDATE 
 

BETTING WORLD’S LATEST  
SUN MET BETTING: 

 
2-1 (18-10) Hawwaam 

3-1 (28-10) Vardy 
7-2 (4-1) Rainbow Bridge 

6-1 (7-) Do It Again 
12-1 ((14-1) (16-1) One World,  

14-1 Twist Of Fate 
33-1 (35-1) Head Honcho (40-1) Bunker Hunt 

40-1 Undercover Agent 
50-1 and better, others. 

Green Laser shows sharp focus in Sea Cottage Stakes 
TALENTED three-year-old Green Laser, a R100 000 buy from the 2018 Emperors Palace National 
Yearling Sale, showed his class when romping to a facile win in Saturday’s 2020 G3 Sea Cottage 
Stakes at Turffontein.  

The Robbie Sage trained colt put daylight between himself and 
his rivals when registering a two and a quarter length win un-
der in-form Gavin Lerena. Trying the 1800m trip for the first 
time and bred to go a trip, Green Laser burst through a gap at 
the 350m after the grey filly Snow Palace had set the fractions. 

Green Laser, who was bred by  
Varsfontein Stud, has now won twice 
from seven starts, and his earnings of 
R244 750 already represent a handsome 
return on his purchase price. 
 
The colt, who races for Messrs  
Martin Lieveaux and JJ van der Linden, 
is a son of Varsfontein’s top class sire  
Gimmethegreenlight, South Africa’s 
Leading First Crop Sire of 2015-2016. 
 
“This is Martin’s first horse, and a stakes 
winner at that,” said Van der Linden, who 
introduced Lieveaux to ownership. 
 
Gimmethegreenlight has a single lot on 
the upcoming Cape Yearling Sale –a filly 
(Lot 59) out of the stakes winning Dynas-
ty mare Harvard Crimson.  - BSA. 

DARREN Gough and friend, with Candice Dawson 
(top), and the winning TAB All-To-Come (below). 

All the good luck is with 
red-hot Candice Dawson 

TRAINER Candice Dawson of CK Racing has  
saddled nine winners in January 2020 alone.  
 
She’s on a red-hot streak with a treble earlier this 
month and a four-timer at Turffontein on Saturday. 
 
Dawson has a win/place strike rate of 61,5%, one 
of the highest in South Arica, and she’s moved into 
the Top 30 after wins Saturday by Storm  
Commander (Captain Of All), D’Arrivee (Kahal), 
Stellar Motion (Captain Of All) and Approach  
Control (Gimmethegreenlight). 
 
CK Racing’s partner and manager Kathryn Ralphs 
told Turf Talk: “Darren Gough, the former England 
cricketer, is on a golf tour with Kevin Pietersen, 
Barney Girnum and a fee mates. Gough and a 
friend came racing and when they heard that  
Candice had a treble last week, they took a TAB all
-to-come bet with our four winners.  
 
“We didn’t tip them, they made their own choices 
and as luck woulf have it passed by Charmz Luck, 
the one that didn’t win. They had their photo taken 
with Candice after races.” - tt. 
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SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Best view in the house 

RACE caller Nico Kritsiotis has a beautiful view of  
Turffontein and the city of Johannesburg from his position 
calling races for the Inside Track. “Box 21 on the third level 
of the grandstand was a private suite converted to a box 
for race commentary, photo finishes and judges,” Nico 
tells. “It has no window, but is quite pleasant all year round  
because the sun beats down on it all day.” The  
commentary box for the outside track is a further level up 
and some distance away from the inside track box. Here, 
Nico says, it is freezing in winter, but there is a window that 
they can close for more comfort. Visiting racing  
personality Neil Morrice snapped this photo. 

Just Another Manic Monday 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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