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A study of popular sire-lines shows the overwhelming influence of Northern Dancer. (Pic by illustration) 

Study suggests increased inbreeding 
is akin to global warming 

THE issue of inbreeding in the thoroughbred population is “akin to global warming” according to 
Professor Emmeline Hill, who has spearheaded major new research into the subject conducted by 
University College Dublin and equine science company Plusvital. 

The resultant paper, published last week in the peer
-reviewed journal Scientific Reports, analysed the 
DNA of more than 10,000 thoroughbreds, the  
largest set of horses examined to date, and estab-
lished that there has been a highly significant rise in 
inbreeding over the last 45 years. 
 
The research linked the increase in inbreeding to 
selection for favourable racing traits and the influ-
ence of popular sire-lines, with 97 per cent of horses 
in the study tracing to Northern Dancer, 35 per cent 
of European horses having Sadler’s Wells in their 
pedigree and 55 per cent of Australian horses  
having Danehill in their pedigrees. 
 
Professor Hill said: “Inbreeding has always been 

high in thoroughbreds, but it is getting higher. It's 
likely that, unchecked, inbreeding in the  
thoroughbred will continue to increase in a market 
where there is high demand for particular sire lines. 
 
“The problem with inbreeding is that it can compro-
mise overall population fertility and health. This is a 
highly significant issue akin to global warming, 
where inbreeding is accumulating in the population, 
and it must be addressed at an industry-wide level.” 
 
Inbreeding can increase the chances of offspring 
inheriting recessive traits, which if unchecked can 
weaken the biological fitness of the population and 
hinder its ability to survive and reproduce – a  
circumstance known as inbreeding  (to page 2) 
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INBREEDING STUDY (fm p1) 
 
depression. 
 
Unlike most managed animal production systems, 
there is no systematic, industry-mediated genomic 
selection or population management for the  
thoroughbred. 
 
However, Professor Hill, chief science officer at 
Plusvital, added that solutions to the issue do exist. 
 
“Our new data can assist the industry to monitor 
inbreeding and we have developed DNA-based 
tools that individual breeders can use to reduce the 
problem by choosing genetically diverse stallions 
for their mares,” she said. 

 
“Pedigree is not powerful enough to help any 
more. Pedigree can be useful in highlighting 
broad trends in breeding practices, such as the 
predominance of certain sire lines leading to a 
high degree of relatedness. However, since 
thoroughbreds are now so closely related, 
there is no longer the resolution in a pedigree 
to accurately infer relatedness between  
individuals. 
 
“Multiple studies show that pedigree-based  
estimates of relatedness are less accurate than 
DNA-based methods, which measure the true  
genetic relationship between individuals. Suitable 
outcrosses will be best identified using genetic  
data.” 
 
Higher inbreeding is not associated with superior 
racing performance, and Professor Hill reiterated 
that the research should be seen as a positive for 
the industry. 
 
“The purpose of this research is to provide infor-
mation that, if harnessed in the right way, could be 
beneficial to ensure the future sustainability of the 
breed,” she summarised. 

SUN MET BETTING UPDATE 
 

BETTING WORLD’S LATEST MET BETTING: 
 
18-10 Hawwaam 
28-10 Vardy 
4-1 Rainbow Bridge 
7-1 Do It Again 
14-1 Twist Of Fate 
16-1 One World 
35-1 and upwards, others. 

EQUUS Horse Of The Year Do It Again improved 
enough in well-being this week for trainer Justin 
Snaith to have kept the big bay’s Sun Met  
aspirations alive, writes MICHAEL CLOWER. 
 
Do It Again was among the 14 horses announced in 
the big race’s final field yesterday. 
 
Snaith had expressed doubts about the five-year-old 
Twice Over gelding lining up in the Met after his  
below par L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate run.  
 
He had expressed concern about Do It Again’s  
lacklustre demeanour. 
 
However, the big horse appears to have turned the 
corner and Snaith said, “Horses can’t talk  
unfortunately, but I can see a change and am happy 
with him. He is looking a lot more upbeat and has 
been freshing. There has been a lot of thinking, a lot 
of hard work and a few sleepless nights.” 
 
Snaith also has the Dynasty gelding Bunker Hunt in 
the race.  
 
This four-year-old has almost certainly not shown his 
best yet as his three-year-old campaign was  
interrupted after a superb running-on third in in the 
Grade 2 KRA Guineas. 
 
In his last start, his second of the season, he fin-
ished a 2,25 length second to Hawwaam in the 
Grade 2 Premier Trophy over 1800m, although he 
was receiving 2kg from the latter.  
 
Snaith said, “He is doing very well. He is the dark 
horse of the race. He needed that last run, it was a 
prep for this race, and I think he will be in the first 
four.”  - Gold Circle. 

Do It Again turns the corner 

DO It Again looks back to his old self. 



3 

 

http://www.bsa.co.za/


4 

 

THE ban on credit card gambling in the UK will affect racing’s betting pools. 

UK clamps down on credit card gambling 
THE British government has announced a ban on credit cards being used for gambling. From April 
14, businesses in the U.K. will be barred from accepting credit cards from consumers placing bets, 
Britain’s government-run Gambling Commission has announced. 

The ban will be applied to all forms of gambling, 
with the exception of National Lottery tickets, which 
the commission noted were sold in grocery stores 
and newsagents and would be too difficult for retail-
ers to separate. 
The decision to introduce the ban came off the back 
of two separate government reviews into online 
gambling and social responsibility in the industry. 
 
According to the Gambling Commission, 24 million 
adults in Britain gamble, with data from thinktank 
U.K. Finance showing that 800,000 British people 
used credit cards to gamble in 2018. 
 
“Credit card gambling can lead to significant finan-
cial harm. The ban that we have announced today 
should minimise the risks of harm to consumers 
from gambling with money they do not have,” Neil 
McArthur, CEO of the Gambling Commission, said 
in a statement on Tuesday. 
 
“Research shows that 22% of online gamblers using 
credit cards are problem gamblers, with even more 
suffering some form of gambling harm,” he added. 
“We also know that there are examples of consum-
ers who have accumulated tens of thousands of 
pounds of debt through gambling because of credit 

card availability. There is also evidence that the fees 
charged by credit cards can exacerbate the situation 
because the consumer can try to chase losses.” 
 
In an emailed statement, Brigid Simmonds, chair-
man of industry body the Betting and Gaming  
Council — which represents 90% of the U.K.’s gam-
bling sector — said the organization was committed 
to delivering safer gambling. 
 
“We will implement a ban on credit cards which adds 
to measures such as age-verification, markers of 
harm and affordability checks, additional funding for 
research, education and treatment and new codes of 
conduct to protect the consumer,” she said. 
 
Between 2018 and 2019, revenues in Britain’s gam-
bling industry reached £14.4 billion, according to 
data from the Gambling Commission. The U.K.’s 
highest-paid CEO in 2019 was Denise Coates, CEO 
and founder of online betting company Bet365, who 
took home a $422 million pay check. –CNBC. 
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THE 2nd US Cavalry Company A Reenactors is a mounted reenactment and living history group dedicated 
to portraying U.S. Regular Cavalry and Confederate troopers during the U.S. Civil War. Throughout the 
year they participate in battle reenactments, living histories and tactical events.  

‘Horse’ means ‘history’ 
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BSA’s Cape Yearling Sale: 
Catalogue online 

 
THE BSA Cape Yearling Sale catalogue is now online in 
pdf format to download. 
 
This is one of South Africa’s best value for money  
thoroughbred sales. The document is online and can be 
viewed here. 
 
The 2020 Cape Yearling Sale, set to take place at the 
lavish Mistico Equestrian Centre just outside of Paarl on 
28 February, has drawn a deep and competitive looking 
catalogue of 181 yearlings from some of the country’s 
top breeders. –tt. 

OUR READERS LIKE TO WRITE 
 

 We thought those days’d never end! 
 
Thanks for the article by John Freeman (Decline of  
owners, Turf Talk Newsletter, 21 January). I love racing 
– one major factor for people not attending races regular-
ly (from my point of view) is the environment where the 
racecourses (or some of them) are situated. The ‘big’ 
race days where the bells and whistles are, are flooded 
with (also my view) those who enjoy party and the vibe. 
Going back to the old Newmarket and the night racing – 
amazing as well as Gosforth Park. The Vaal is lovely – 
just a bit of travelling to do.  Turffontein – the area 
around the race course is a concern. Thank you for the 
informative and up to date newsletters. 
- Louise Steyn, Auckland Park. 

 
We’ve already lost too much to recover 

 
I agree in some principle with John Freeman’s article on 
owners. However, a return to the stewards just won’t 
happen, as everything in our land seems to be anti white
-elitist. To get the old rich guys in charge again is a pipe-
dream, the new lines of thought and the political interfer-
ence and the yielding to the incumbent entitled thieves 
won’t allow this to happen. Also may I add, our top  
ownership ranks have been depleted by immigration. I 
can think without trying of at least 10 top influential race-
horse owners who have left SA in the last few years due 

to political and economic mismanagement. 
When they left, there were not many coming 
through the ranks to replace their major contri-
butions. The next generation of older owners 
will be around, what, another 5, 10 years  
maybe? God Bless our industry. We need it. 
– Ed,  Roodepoort. 

Pomodoro’s Tuesday brace 
 
KLAWERVLEI’S in-form stallion Pomodoro had 
a notable double at the Vaal on Tuesday when 
his sons Gold Rock and Dual At Dawn won 
their respective races. 
  
Pomodoro, South Africa’s Leading First Crop 
Sire of 2017-2018, went close to having a  
treble with his champion, and multiple G1 win-
ning, daughter Return Flight finishing a close 
up third in Race 6. Bred by Mike Sharkey,  
Return Flight has now earned over R2.7 million 
in prize money, her successes including  
victories in the 2019 G1 Wilgerbosdrift SA  
Fillies Classic and 2018 G1 Thekwini Stakes. 
  
Promising three-year-old Dual At Dawn made it 
two wins from only three starts when he ran out 
a comfortable winner of Race 4 under Kabelo 
Matsunyane, while his paternal half-brother 
Gold Rock got off the mark at the third time of 
asking when scoring a courageous win in Race 
1, a maiden plate over 1400m. 
  
Both Dual At Dawn and Gold Rock are trained 
by Sean Tarry, who also handled their sire. 

The Former Vodacom Durban July has some 
very exciting three-year-olds this season  
including Listed Secretariat Stakes winner  
Leopold, G3 Tony Ruffel Stakes runner up 
Westlife, and Saturday’s G3 Sea Cottage 
Stakes hopeful Cornish Pomodoro. To date, 
the son of Jet Master and Broodmare Of The 
Year Golden Apple has had 13 winners emerge 
from his second crop (and current 3yos) includ-
ing G2 Durban Golden Horseshoe runner up 
Putontheredlight and the smart filly Golden 
Belle.  - Cape Breeders. 

POMODORO, Klawervlei Stud. 

https://www.sportingpost.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/2020cys_ped.pdf?x84533
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

A nightingale for lady trainers 

FLORENCE Nagle was involved as an owner, breeder and 
trainer in the United Kingdom for more than 60 years. For 
many of those she was engaged in a running battle with 
the Jockey Club, who refused to grant her and other  
women, licences to train. Nagle sought legal redress. The 
club used its considerable influence within the Establish-
ment to have her claim blocked twice. Her fight finally 
reached the Court of Appeal in 1966. Following her third 
appearance in court, Nagle emerged victorious. The verdict 
of the three presiding judges, Lord Denning, Lord Justice 
Dankwerts and Lord Justice Salmon, was, in the words of 

Lord Denning, that "If she is to carry on her trade without 
stooping to subterfuge, she has to have a licence.”  

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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