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A day to remember: Alistair and Anthea Cohen with their first winner Banha Bridge (Raymond Danielson), 
trained by Candice Dawson (right). Pic by JC Photos. 

There is nothing like an owners’ first winner! 
TOP race caller Alistair Cohen almost jumped from the commentary box near the end of Race 4 over 
2000m at Turffontein last Saturday – his excitement was tangible and he gasped out “Go Banha 
Bridge!” in the dying strides as the colt, owned by himself and his parents, stayed on well to win. 

Cohen’s call was faultless all the same, and  
considering this was his first ever winner in an  
already fairly long spell in racing, his control of  
rising emotions was admirable. 
 
“Pardon the cliché, but we’re still on Cloud Nine,” 
Cohen told Turf Talk this morning. “Ever since my 
father Dave and I started talking about racing many 
years ago, he’s wanted to own a horse. When this 
opportunity came along we decided to get involved, 
and my mother Anthea was happy to be in the  
partnership. They are as thrilled as I am!” 
 
Bred by James Armitage at Sandown Stud, Banha 
Bridge was a R160,000 buy from the 2018 National 
Yearling Sale and Cohen said the sales experience 
was an adventure on its own. 

“I did my homework, prepared a shortlist of 10 year-
lings I liked on pedigrees, and I sent Candice  
Dawson (trainer at CK Racing and girlfriend) to look 
at their conformation. I wanted a Flower Alley year-
ling, he’s a stallion doing the job and producing 
horses for the long-term, ones that train on.  
 
“Banha Bridge’s dam, Along The Nile (by the  
Danzig stallion Belong To Me), produced a few  
decent foals, including the bread-and-butter sprinter 
Great Dictator (Great Britain) and quite uncannily a 
gelding also named Belong To Me (Antonius Pius), 
who won the Durban Dash. I liked the speedy cross 
with Flower Alley. 
 
“When it came to bidding time, I found myself on 
the side of the auction ring in the company (to p2)  

http://www.turftalk.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za


2 

 

COHEN’S FIRST WINNER (fm p1) 
 
of Mathew de Kock, Matthew Sham, Michael 
Shea, Mike de Kock and Jehan Malherbe. They 
were purposefully loud, spurred me on, especially 
young Shezi and Sham. The auctioneer, Steve 
Davis, said this was one of the most spirited ses-
sions of verbal support he’d witnessed. The under-
bidder had no chance, I got the winning call and it 
was riveting to put my hand up in the chase!” 
 
Banha Bridge was sent to Sue Bingham’s spelling 
farm and when he came into Dawson’s yard later, 
he had matured and blossomed.  
 
“He looked like a racehorse, worked well and ran a 
good third on his 1600m debut to  
Youcanthurrylove, the promising Fabian Habib 
runner who has been rising through the divisions 
with three eye-catching wins since, underlining the 

strength of the form. 
 
“We liked Banha Bridge second time out over 1800m, 
but Candice and a few other trainers had a stable 
virus doing its rounds, the one that is often  
undetectable before a race.  
 
“He was physically 100% beforehand, but the virus 
manifested in the race and he ran unplaced. 
 
“With the virus out of the way we fancied him again 
last Saturday. There were some collateral form point-
ers that gave us confidence and it all came together 
in Raymond Danielson’s hands,” Cohen enthused. 
 
Next for Banha Bridge? “We’ll take things a step at a 
time, perhaps a Graduation Plate or a handicap with 
a view to running him in the Derby Trial, in which he’ll 
have to perform well for us to consider the Derby. But 
it’s a good journey, all exciting!”  -tt. 

STEVEN Jell, representing his wife Jessica for Mauritzfontein Stud, plants a kiss on Queen Supreme after 
the Gr1 Paddock Stakes. (Chase Liebenberg) 

No decision yet on US trip for Queen Supreme 

QUEEN Supreme will be aimed at the Gr1 Majorca Stakes over 1600m on Sun Met Day, 1 February,  
following her impressive Gr1 Paddock Stakes success last Saturday. There has been talk about her  
travelling to the United Stakes for the Breeders’ Cup Fillies at Keeneland in November, but trainer Mike de 
Kock said today that, “it’s all still up in the air”. He commented: “Queen Supreme was impressive and the 
way she won was brilliant. We ran second to Conduit in the 2008 Breeders’ Cup Turf with Eagle Mountain 
so this excites me, I’d love to go back for another tilt at a Cup race. I recall how Josh Christian and his 
team went out of their way to help us, it was a pleasant experience. But we haven’t made up our minds. 
There are factors to consider. We have to keep our feet on the ground. While Queen Supreme won very 
well, I think barring Front and Centre this wasn’t the strongest Paddock Stakes field I’ve seen, and Brett 
Crawford’s filly is arguably vulnerable further than a mile. “I think Queen Supreme is good enough to take 
on the Breeders’ Cup quality, but there are also the travel issues. We can send her to the US in February 
via Mauritius or wait for the export protocols to be resolved so we can send her in October, but that is still 
an unknown so we are between a rock and a hard place. Also we have a partnership that enjoys racing in 
South Africa, we’ll make this decision as a partnership and, as noted, we haven’t decided yet.”  - tt. 
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AVONTUUR Stud’s Spielberg (Lot 32, above) is a cleverly named colt, described as “hunky and good-
looking”. He’s by Futura from the fast Gr3 winner Miss October, the sister to August Rush and dam of 
promising Spring Break. “We named him Spielberg after the famous movie director (of mostly futuristic 
films), and because in the Spielberg movie ‘Back To The Future’, they travelled to the month of October,” 
Pippa Mickleburgh of Avontuur explained. “Spielberg is an imposing third foal.” Lot 37 (below) is Live My 
Life, by Gimmethegreenlight from Muamba (Pure Prize), a five-time winning half-sister to 2016 Durban July 
runner Mambo Mime. “She’s a dark filly, athletic, highly attractive and from a winning Argentine pedigree. 
Our fillies are invariably excellent runners, and Gimmethegreenlight is a top stallion.” 

Two more beauties from Avontuur at CPYS 
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WIN SUN MET TICKETS AND 

BETTING VOUCHERS 

TURF TALK is giving away ten entrance  
tickets to the prestigious 2020 Sun Met, scheduled 
for February 2020 and one of the highlights of the 
Cape’s social calendar. Every ticket comes with a 
R250 betting voucher. 
 

To win is easy: 
 
 Send us the name and e-mail address of one new 
subscriber to Turf Talk. Make sure they agree, and 
are not already subscribed. Send this, and your own 
contact details, to editor@turftalk.co.za. Winners will be 
announced on Wednesday, 15 January 2020. 

Up-and-coming Millstream Farm offers three at CPYS 
JAN Mantel’s Millstream Farm, who has raised recent Gr1 Summer Cup winner Zillzaal (photo be-
low), Summer Cup third-placed Al Mutawakel and Gr1 Cape Guineas third-placed, Macthief, will pre-
sent a trio of yearlings at the 2020 Cape Premier Yearling Sale. 

Lot 181 is a smashing colt by leading freshman sire 
Vercingetorix from Gr2-placed Dijla (Elusive Quali-
ty), and Mantel said: “He is well balanced and very 
racy.”  
 
Lot 14 is a well built and impressive colt by Tapit's 
son Coup De Grace, out of Lady's Desire, the full-
sister to Gr1 Singapore Cup winner and Dubai 
World Cup runner-up, Lizard’s Desire. 
 
Lot 98 is a filly by Captain Of All out of the mare So 
Impressed, by Al Mufti – herself a three-quarter sis-
ter to Captain Al, and her daughter is described as 
“athletic and strong”.—tt. 

Coetzee offers to assist Lyle 
FORMER champion jockey Felix Coetzee said he 
would be quite happy to offer advice and help to 
Lyle Hewitson, writes JACK MILNER. 
 
The current South African champion has been  
battling since arriving in Hong Kong and at the time 
of writing, had only ridden one winner since the  
beginning of the season in August. 
 
“I met Lyle early on but I have not spoken to him in 
quite a while,” said the former three-time SA champi-
on. Coetzee spent 13 years riding in Hong Kong and 
currently holds the post of riding master at the  
academy in that country. 
 
On Monday Coetzee was a the Snaith Racing beach 
fest where he rode one of their horses. “I would be 
quite happy to give Lyle advice and provide him with 
assistance,” he said. 
 
He added that while he knows Hewitson is keen to 

continue riding in Hong Kong, he faces the possibil-
ity of not having his licence renewed unless he 
rides more winners. 
 
“A lot will depend on whether they have any new 
jockeys they want to bring in and whether there are 
any other jockeys leaving.” 
 
Coetzee has an agreement that he spends two 
months in Hong Kong and one month in South Afri-
ca. “My daughter is with me in Hong Kong but the 
rest of my family are here,” he explained. 

In South Africa Coetzee was 
first rider for Terrance Millard, 
for whom he rode a plethora 
of winners. Coetzee said he 
was very sad when he heard 
of Millard’s death late last 
year. “He was becoming very 
frail. I could see that when I 
saw him for the last time last 
year.”   -TAB News. 

Felix Coetzee, 
able and willing. 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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www.spiesracing.co.za 

“Race countrywide 
in a happy stable!” 

YOU DON’T NEED BIG 
BUCKS TO SHARE IN A TOP 

WINNING RACEHORSE. 
SPIES RACING ARE EX-
PERTS AT SELECTING 

FAST, CLASSY CHEAPIES, 
OUR RECORD SPEAKS FOR 

ITSELF! 

SNOW PALACE  - 2018 National 2 Year Old Sale R 45 000 - GR1 Thekwini Stakes Third 
WHAT YOU ARE - 2018 CTS April Sale R 70 000 - Listed Devonair Stakes Winner. 
SAPPHIRE ROCK - 2018 KZN Sale R 25 000 - Listed Devonair Stakes second behind stable  
companion What you Are. 
ME TIME - 2018 Mistico Sale R 40 000 - GR3 Strelitzia Stakes second behind stable companion 
Singforafa. 

JOIN US AT CPYS 2020! 

PHONE CORNE SPIES: 
076 999 6011 

@spiesracing on 
Twitter 

LAMMERSKRAAL Stud’s Lot 137 is a bay colt by boom stallion Vercingetorix from Abound West (Western 
Winter). There are strong Lammerskraal family ties here again as his young dam is a full-sister to Polar 
Bound  (photo) and Bound To Travel, and she was a decent racehorse herself. This is a first foal Sally 
Bruss of Lammerskraal describes as, “a very nice type, deep and powerful.”  (Pic: Liesl King). 

Vercingetorix colt from Polar Bound family 

http://www.spiesracing.co.za
http://www.twitter.com/spiesracing
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SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

‘MJ’ didn’t speak in tongues 

TRAINER MJ Odendaal appeared to ‘speak in tongues’ at 
Greyville on Sunday—like the average charismatic priest 
whilst Dipping a few lost Sunday souls. But it was  
apparently not Tongue, just Zulu, a language not all of us 
learnt at school during the Apartheid years. In his English 
bit, MJ said that he has had to acquire ‘patience and  
discipline’ since speaking to other trainers on the rocky 
road they find themselves. Training is not for babies. He is 
a plucky horseman, however, a man who never gives up, 
evident in 2004, when he won the National Jockeys’ Title 
against the best riders in South Africa after riding more than 
twice as many horses than his nearest rival. He saddled his 
second career winner from just 20 runners on Sunday, and  
chances are he is going to stick it out all the way. Good 
things come to the patient, and if the patient has a  
courageous heart, it is said to come sooner. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com

