
1 

 

www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  Friday 10 January 2020 

FRONT And Centre is one of two bankers for Kenilworth’s massive Pick 6 on Saturday. 

Two bankers possible in L’Ormarins 
Queen’s Plate Pick 6 Megapool 

THE Pick 6 looks catchable at the Grade 1 L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate meeting on Saturday as the 
two Grade 1 events look to have potential bankers in Hawwaam and Front And Centre respectively, 
writes Gold Circle form expert, DAVID THISELTON. 

The first leg of the Pick 6, the Design Indaba Pinna-
cle Stakes over 1000m, should be fought out by the 
Equus Champion Sprinter Kasimir and the Grade 1-
winning 1000m specialist Pacific Trader. The latter 
beat Kasimir by two lengths in a similar event last 
season on 29 December, although he was  
receiving 1,5kg that time and now faces the latter at 
level weights.  

Pacific Trader went on to win the Grade 1  
Computaform Sprint in Johannesburg. He has had 

one run this season, whereas Kasimir will be mak-
ing his seasonal reappearance. Kasimir is all class 
and goes well fresh, so it will be close. The risk 
averse can include the classy Chimichuri Run. He 
would prefer a touch further, but the tough nature of 
this 1000m straight will suit him. However, on  
previous meetings he is held by both Kasimir and 
Pacific Trader.  
 
Bold Respect is also capable but is also held by the 
top two. Sir Frenchie will arrive fit with  (to page 2) 
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DOUBLEMINT (yellow cap), a big runner in Chairman’s Handicap (Wayne Marks). 

QUEEN’S PLATE PICK 6 (fm p1) 
 
a number of runs under the belt and if the big  
horses falter in the final stages of this testing 
1000m he could possibly pick up the pieces as he 
is capable of a flying finish. 
 
In the Grade 2 Glorious Goodwood Peninsula 
Handicap over 1800m the classy Belgarion looks 
the one to beat. This horse caught the eye early in 
his career but ran a disappointing unplaced race in 
a below par Grade 1 Cape Derby field. He was laid 
off for the rest of the season and was gelded too. 
He has shown his class in his comeback this  
season, winning both of his starts over 1600m and 
2000m respectively. He could well still be ahead of 
the handicapper.  
 
Charles was a similar type in that he was classy but 
disappointing as he needed gelding. In his two runs 
since gelding he has won over 1600m and then 
finished a decent 3,05 length fourth to the 127-
rated One World when receiving just 1kg. However, 
he does have a tough draw to overcome. Eyes 
Wide Open is the third horse who must be included 
in the Pick 6 as he ran a close fourth in the 
Vodacom Durban July, despite being a touch  
unlucky, and effectively runs off the same mark.  
 
He has had one run this season and one run was 
all he needed before winning the Grade 2 WSB 
1900 at Greyville carrying 60kg joint topweight. His 

trainer Glen Kotzen has been in flying form too.  
 
Front And Centre has a plum draw of two in the 
Grade 1 Cartier Paddock Stakes. She is full of class 
and seems to have overcome the hanging antic 
which cost her the Grade 1 Woolavington 2000. She 
is officially the best weighted horse and looks to 
have improved this season, so with “Superman” An-
ton Marcus she is going to take a lot of beating over 
an ideal trip of 1800m. 
 
In the big one, the L’Ormarin’s Queen’s Plate,  
Hawwaam faces his first true test. He has beaten 
those he has faced with consummate ease but has 
never before faced the best in the country. In normal 
circumstances he would be about the same price as 
reigning champion Do It Again. However, he comes 
in off a good preparation whereas Do It Again has 
not had the perfect preparation. Nevertheless, some 
would consider it foolhardy to exclude Do It Again 
from the Pick 6 and they might well be right.  
 
Rainbow Bridge was beaten 3,05 lengths by Do It 
Again in last year’s race and beaten 1,75 lengths by 
him in the Rising Sun Gold Challenge, so he looks 
held over this trip. Vardy would be a better inclusion 
as he won the Green Point comfortably and is im-
proving all the time. Soqrat was beaten just 0,30 
lengths into second in last year’s LQP so is another 
one who some would view as a necessary back-up. 
 
The eighth race, the Grade 3 Heineken  (to page 4) 
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Rafeef filly (Lot 16) is a tribute to her sire 
AVONTUUR’s Lot 16 is Mayenne, a filly by freshman stallion Rafeef from La Normandie, who has had four 
winners from four runners including Gr1 Golden Horse Sprint winner Normanz. “She’s a big horse of high 
quality, if this is the type of filly Rafeef’s going to produce I’d be excited for his owners,” said Avontuur’s 
boss, Pippa Mickleburgh. 

 

BETTING WORLD’S LATEST ODDS 
8-10 (9-10) HAWAAMM 

5-1 (6-1) Vardy 

6-1 (11-2) Do It Again, Rainbow Bridge, Soqrat 

16-1 (14-1) One World 

25-1 (33-1) Twist Of Fate 

33-1 Undercover Agent 

50-1 and upwards others. 

QUEEN’S PLATE PICK 6 (fm p2) 
 
Chairman’s Cup over 3200m, is the hardest leg of the Pick 
6. Cape Town staying races can be won by outsiders as 
the pace is usually a dawdle and some runners are still 
proving themselves over the trip, so could be ahead of the 
handicapper. Crome Yellow made an excellent recent 
staying race debut and is drawn well. The big PE raider 
Mangrove could represent good value. Doublemint went 
close in the Gold Cup off a mark which was effectively 
only two points lower than he’s on now. Those three make 
most appeal but including as many as possible would be 
the way to go.  
 
The last leg over 1400m is a difficult handicap. Meraki flew 
home from a hopeless position last time out over this trip 
and now has a better draw so he is the tip to win. Justin 
Snaith has all of his runners primed for Queen’s Plate day 
so it would be wise to include all of Bayberry, Savvy, Rio 
Querari and Frank Lloyd Wright in that order. The 
Vaughan Marshall-trained three-year-old Path Of Choice 
has, like Bayberry, sneaks into the handicap with the  
minimum weight so can also be included.  - tt. 

Dave Mollett’s big-race selections 
 
QUEEN’S PLATE 
 
(5) Vardy 
(4) Hawwaam 
(3) Soqrat 
(2) Rainbow Bridge 
 
PADDOCK STAKES 
 
(8) Queen Supreme 
(3) Front And Centre 
(1) Miyabi Gold 
(6) Snapscan 

CHAIRMAN'S CUP 
 
(8) Crome Yellow 
(2) Doublemint 
(6) Cat Daddy 
(5) Gimme One Night 

TO BE A TURF TALK 
GUEST TIPSTER 
PLEASE MAIL US ON 
editor@turftalk.co.za 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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WIN SUN MET TICKETS AND 

BETTING VOUCHERS 

TURF TALK is giving away ten entrance  
tickets to the prestigious 2020 Sun Met, scheduled 
for February 2020 and one of the highlights of the 
Cape’s social calendar. Every ticket comes with a 
R250 betting voucher. 
 

To win is easy: 
 
 Send us the name and e-mail address of one new 
subscriber to Turf Talk. Make sure they agree, and 
are not already subscribed. Send this, and your own 
contact details, to editor@turftalk.co.za. Winners will be 
announced on Wednesday, 15 January 2020. 

Family ties: Lammerskraal’s proven 
bloodlines keep delivering 

Lot 73 is from a well-proven 
Lammerskraal family. Named 
Blueberry Lane, she’s a nice 
chestnut filly by VAR from Red-
berry Lane, just her second foal 
to go on auction. The dam is a 
full-sister to Gr1 winners Red-
berry Lane and Solo Traveller, 
and Gr2-placed Strawberry 
Lane. “She’s scopy and bal-
anced,” said Lammerskraal’s 
Sally Bruss. 
 
From the same family is Lot 104 
Red Boulevard, by Visionaire 
from Strawberry Lane, men-
tioned above. “She’s a deep-
bodied, strong and muscular 
filly. We’re fond of her,” Bruss 
noted of this first mating of the 
farm’s resident stallion with SA’s 
2017/18 Broodmare of the Year. 

STRAWBERRY LINE (above, far side) and SOLO TRAVELLER 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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www.spiesracing.co.za 

“Race countrywide 
in a happy stable!” 

VAN HALEN - 2017 CTS Premier Sale R 100 000 - GR1 Gold Medallion Winner. 
COCKNEY PRIDE - 2018 National 2 Year Old Sale R 150 000 - GR2 Golden Slipper Winner. 
BASILIUS - 2017 National 2 Year Old Sale R 70 000 - JULY Day Winner. 

YOU DON’T NEED BIG BUCKS TO SHARE IN A TOP WINNING RACEHORSE. SPIES RACING ARE 
EXPERTS AT SELECTING FAST, CLASSY CHEAPIES, OUR RECORD SPEAKS FOR ITSELF! 

JOIN US AT CPYS 2020! PHONE CORNE SPIES: 076 999 6011 

Western Province Grooms School 
could close due to a lack of funding 
THE Western Province Grooms School, managed by former jockey Craig Du Plooy and reported on 
in Turf Talk last month, is in danger of having to close its doors. 

WP Grooms School Chairman Adrian Todd said today: “Du 
Plooy’s enthusiasm in your article is heart-warming, but we have 
work to do to keep this going. 
 
“We’ve already lost the schooling side due to lack funding, 
something we considered to play a vital role to providing  
opportunities for grooms in the Western Cape. 
 
“The work riders’ section kept going, we need more  
improvements to be instituted but we are stuck. The school was 
previously funded via contributions from Kenilworth racing,  
privately sourced funds and premiums from the Western  
Province Owners & Trainers, but with the exception of  
Kenilworth racing the rest has fallen away. 
 
“Our plans to develop the Work Riders School are unlikely to be 
implemented at this stage, without new funding in place. There 
is a current shortfall of R300,000 per year.” 
 
Todd added: “We will be looking at new ways of funding, I will 
be consulting with Kenilworth Racing, the Racing Association, 
the Racing Trust and the broader racing community. We have to 
keep this vital transformation project alive. 
 
“It’s not easy. We need a mechanism in place to ensure sustain-
able funding is in place. It’s just not fair, not right having to rely 
on the largesse of a handful of private donors every time.” - tt. 

QUALIFIED Work Riders are vital in 
training stables. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.spiesracing.co.za
http://www.turftalk.co.za/newsletters/ttnews20191213.pdf
http:/twitter.com/turftalk1
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SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

THIS spotted boy is a “Knabstrupper”. Of the same  
ancestry as the Appaloosa, they  are used in performance 
today. Many are used in dressage, jumping, driving, and 
endurance. They mostly have leopard-spotted coats and 
stand between 15hh and 16hh. They are docile but high-
spirited and have the willingness to work, making them the 
perfect performance horse.  

Spotting the different breeds 

Harry may go “on the dole” 

CHARLES, the Prince of Wales has made clear he will not 
be writing a blank cheque for Prince Harry and wife Me-
ghan, and that he could stop funding for them when they 
step away from royal duties, as they announced this week. 
The Queen, meanwhile, has listened to their plea for own 
employment away from the royal family. She’s reportedly 
offered Harry a job as stablehand at Windsor Castle, while 
Meghan is looking at Puppet Theatre at a nearby creche. 
Both will be paid the standard daily UK work rates. Harry 
has said that he is considering going “on the dole”, as this 
will give him and Megs more time to expand their family. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com

