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www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  TUESDAY 24 DECEMBER 2019  

Presenting: The 2019 ‘Molly Awards’ 

VETERAN journo David Mollett’s ‘Molly’ Awards are controversial as usual, but, for once, we won’t censor him. It 

is Christmas after all! There is a disclaimer at the end of the article though. Oh, the pic is of Ronnie’s Brandy. 

IT's time for my annual "Molly Awards" when I look back at the racing scene over the past 12 months. The  

country's top horses are not eligible for "Horse-of-the-Year" and the awards are given to many who didn't feature 

at the Equus banquet in August. So here’s one for Turf Talk readers and my valued sponsor, New Turf Carriers. 

Thank you all for supporting me. 

HORSE-OF-THE-YEAR: RONNIE'S CANDY:  
 
In my book the females played a big role in 2019 and 

this award was a close call between Queen Supreme, 

Camphoratus (KZN Horse-of-the-Year) and Ronnie's 

Candy. The latter got the vote as a result of her gallant 

win in the Gr 1 Ipi Tombe Stakes. 

 

In February, the daughter of 2000 Guineas winner, 

King Of Kings, ran fourth in the Fillies Guineas, but 

then bled in the Fillies Classic and was suspended.  

Nursed back to her best by St John Gray, she won a 

race at Turffontein in October before finishing second 

to Queens Supreme (I'd be in the Bahamas if she'd 

won the Summer Cup!) in the Yellowwood Handicap. 

However, Ronnie's Candy was giving Mike De Kock's 

import 7,5 kg that day. 

 

A great year for St John Gray who saddled his 1000th 

winner when another of his big earners, Dawn Assault, 

won at the Vaal. 

(To page 2) 
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CLIFFIE Miller: Kimberley’s Santa Claus and Molly’s 

Personality the Year. No arguments here! 

MOLLY AWARDS 2019 (fm p1) 

 

TRAINER-OF-THE-YEAR: PAUL PETER: 
 

If you think Paul has only emerged over the first five 

months of the new season - think again. In the 

2018/19 campaign he finished in sixth place in the 

national log with 120 winners. His winning strike-rate 

of 15% was only bettered by Mike De Kock and was 

the same as Denis Drier, Brett Crawford and Andre 

Nel. 

 

So far this term, Paul (up till Dec 18) had saddled 55 

winners from 342 runners to put him in fourth place 

behind Sean Tarry, Justin Snaith and Mike De Kock. 

Make no mistake - he's arrived in the big league. 

 

JOCKEY-OF-THE-YEAR: WARREN KENNEDY: 

 
Now if you're churning out the winners, you need 

someone to boot them home. This is where 38 year-

old Warren comes in. 

 

His is very much a story of Journeyman jockey to one 

with his sights set on his first championship - in a way 

he's a surprise packet like Leicester City winning the 

Premiership a few seasons back. 

 

Last season only champion Lyle Hewitson, Muzi Yeni 

and Ryan Munger rode in more races than Warren and 

he finished in seventh place with 139 winners. Provid-

ing all goes well, he should double that figure by the 

end of July. 

 

Mention must be made of Singapore-bound, Ryan 

Munger. He was sidelined with a broken collarbone in 

April yet - despite riding predominantly moderate ani-

mals - managed to rack up 127 winners during the 

season. 

 

OWNER-OF-THE-YEAR: CHRIS VAN NIEKERK: 
 

The applause Chris received on winning his second 

Leading Owner trophy at the Equus awards was evi-

dence of the high regard he's held in by so many in the 

racing game. He's got some way to overhaul the many 

trophies of his friend, Markus Jooste, but don't bet on 

him relinquishing his position anytime soon. 

 

His Equus speech - when he didn't flinch from address-

ing the pressing issues facing racing - again demon-

strated his acumen as an orator. His three year-old, 

Cirillo, earned R4,4 million and confirmed the view of 

Sean Tarry's brother, Mark. "Sean is quite simply an 

excellent judge of a horse at countrywide sales." 

 

BREEDER-OF-THE-YEAR: HEMEL 'N AARDE STUD: 

 
Several of the minor league studs had to be  

considered here including Middlefield Stud, Riverton 

and Graystone, but David Hepburn-Brown's operation 

near Hermanus had the distinction of breeding the SA 

Derby winner, Samurai Warrior. 

 

The sadly ill-fated three year-old - trained by Weiho 

Marwing - provided enthusiastic owners, Leon and 

Hester Potgieter, with their most memorable day as 

owners. It's not every day you win a Derby and you've 

got a place forever in the history books. 

 

David also helped Paul Peter with his tally as he also 

bred the Jay Peg mare, Florida Quays, whom Kennedy 

partnered to three wins between July and November. 

 

PERSONALITY-OF-THE-YEAR: CLIFFIE MILLER: 
 

"Over my dead body" that was the message from this 

charismatic and talented trainer when news broke that 

Kimberley was to be closed down. He was quick to 

point out how many lives - and livelihoods - would be 

affected by this decision. 

 

His determination and insistence that Kimberley had a 

role to play in racing paid off when it was announced 

that racing would continue following negotiations be-

tween Phumelela, Hollywoodbets and Mary Slack. 

 

One thing is sure, Mary Slack's mother, that great lady 

Mrs O, would give her daughter a congratulatory kiss  

(to page 4) 
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for getting involved as the Oppenheimer family has 

history of decades of support in the Free State town. 

 

COMMENTATOR-OF-THE-YEAR: NICO KRITSIOTIS: 
 

It's my view that our small band of race callers are top-

class and perhaps not greatly appreciated. Nico cer-

tainly falls into that category and there have been a 

number of occasions this year when he's called the 

winner after it had looked a dead-heat to the naked 

eye. Unlike UK commentators who say "that;s one for 

the judge" after a horse has clearly won by a neck,  

Nico and his colleagues always try to pinpoint the win-

ner. If you think they're not that important, try watching 

a race with the sound off!  

NICO K: Under-rated, getting better. 

PRESENTER-OF-THE-YEAR: LYALL COOPER: 
 

Here's a comment about Lyall from one of his  

Tellytrack colleagues. "He's a real workhorse and  

studies the game hard. He also plays nearly every race 

when he's working in studio so he has an interest." 

 

One of Lyall's best attributes is that he appears totally 

unflustered whatever the situation. That's important - 

particularly on big racedays. He also asks trainers and 

jockeys sensible questions. Good news for racing that 

he turned up being a golf pro. 

 

ACHIEVER-OF-THE-YEAR: ADRIAN TODD: 
 

Adrian's persistent efforts in trying to get the export 

protocols changed look like finally paying dividends 

with an audit set for April. Turf Talk’s Charl Pretorius 

and I like to feel we played a minor role as we put  

together a presentation Adrian took to Brussels. 

 

PARTIES-OF-THE-YEAR: 
 

1. Chris Van Niekerk's hosting of parties atop a 

Sandton office block for the Rugby World Cup. Those 

lucky enough to be invited said "this get-together has 

simply made the occasion extra special." 

 

2. Kelvin and Angie Haarhoff's wedding at Gosforth 

Park in September. Thank goodness Goodfellas drove 

me home! 

 

SPONSOR-OF-THE-YEAR: BIDVEST: 
 

At one of the Sandton rugby parties (I think the one 

where England defeated New Zealand!), Mike De Kock 

and I got chatting about what could be done to honour 

the memory of Chris Gerber. We came up with naming 

the Summer Cup after him. To his credit, Bidvest boss, 

Lindsay Ralphs, quickly took up the baton and - within 

days - ensured that the race became the Gauteng Chris 

Gerber Summer Cup sponsored by Bidvest. 

 

SADNESS OF THE YEAR: The passing of several stal-

wart trainers. 

 

They included Neil Bruss, Johan van Eck, Leon Eras-

mus, Brian Wiid, Ernie Anderson, Stanley Ferreira and 

legendary trainer, Terrance Millard. Personally, the 

passing of Neil Bruss was particularly sad. We had a 

great rapport - probably because we both love wine and 

are straight shooters. It will be a sad Christmas for his 

lovely wife, Sally. 

 

FUNNIEST MOMENT OF THE YEAR:  
SCOTT CULLINGWORTH: 

 

Scott, who runs the catering at Turffontein and Vaal 

with William McClean, gave a speech at Kelvin  

Haarhoff's wedding that had guests in stitches. He 

pulled no punches about what the groom was like on 

most racedays. "That fella Tarry - can you believe it, 

he's stuck me out of the xxx PA again." 

 

HOPES FOR RACING IN 2020 
 

1. In an interview, Andrew Fortune said: "Let's bring the 

fun back into racing again". Amen to that. 

2. Will the powers-that-be please open more betting 

outlets in Joburg. Not everyone wants to bet online. 

3. Hawwaam emerges the champion most pundits pre-

dict he will become. If the gates open for easier travel, 

possibly he could compete in the Cox Plate at Moonee 

Valley in October.  -tt. 

NEIL Bruss. 

DISCLAIMER:   Turf Talk does not necessarily agree with  the awards 

presented in this article.  But Molly’s our man! 
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WIN SUN MET TICKETS AND 

BETTING VOUCHERS 

TURF TALK is giving away ten entrance  

tickets to the 2020 Sun Met, scheduled for 1 

February 2020. Every ticket comes with a R250 

betting voucher.  

 
To win is easy. Send us the name and e-mail  

address of one new subscriber to Turf Talk. Make 

sure they agree, and are not already subscribed. 

Send this, and your own contact details, to edi-

tor@turftalk.co.za. Winners will be announced on 

Wednesday, 15 January 2020. 

Juan Nel saddles first winner 
 

JUAN Nel trained his first local winner when Natural 

Jade gave him an early Christmas present in the 

opener at Fairview on Monday., writes KEN NICOL. 

 

Vivid Red was making her fifth appearance out of 

46 year old Nel’s eight in total since starting up at 

the end of September. The Var filly was Nel’s first 

runner and placer then, and kept on under Teaque 

Gould to hold off fancied Hollywood Thunder. 

 

But it wasn’t according to the script. “Natural Jade 

is lengths better, but she is quite a handful. She 

was carded with a tongue tie, and when we couldn’t 

get it on she had to be scratched” he explained 

about the original favourite. She was also supposed 

to be my first runner in September but reared and 

fell over in the starting stalls and injured herself.”  

 

”I have eight horses at present, most of which I own 

myself. Obviously I want to expand. I will make a big 

marketing push in January. Vivid Red is leased, and 

races for former Tellytrack presenter Neil Pretorius. 

 

Nel  started at the SA Jockey Academy in 1989 to-

gether with Heinz Runge, Francois Herholdt, Rene 

Bonham, Craig Arnold and the late Andre du Preez. 

Only Herholdt is still riding professionally.  

 

But his riding career only lasted a year before he 

was forced to quit due to weight problems.  

 

He went on to work for Justin Snaith, Brett Craw-

ford, Mike de Kock, Joey Ramsden and Mike Bass, 

before two stints in Saudi Arabia, where he had win-

ners under his own name for the first time. –TAB. 

Veteran horseman Terry Lowe 

joins Heversham Park Farm 
 
VETERAN horseman Terry Lowe has joined up-and-coming 

Heversham Park Farm in Gauteng as a consultant.  

 

Japhta Kghaphola, the recipient of the First Heversham 

Park Equine Management Mentorship for previously  

disadvantaged individuals, has been appointed as Farm  

Manager. 

 

Lowe, who hails from a racing family, retired from 

training recently after a career spanning over 40 

years which included a successful US stint. He’d also 

served as Stipendiary Steward in KZN and Gauteng, 

while his breeding interests with various imported 

stallions goes back about as long as his training  

career. 
 

Lowe commented: “I gave up training recently due to my 

main patron passing away, and another immigrating to the 

USA. Horses are my life, working with them is what I do 

and when I was offered this opportunity to help Nigel with 

stud management, foaling and the like, it was ideal for me.  

 

“Nigel has invested heavily in the farm and Gauteng as a 

breeding region and this beautiful stud has all the  

potential in the world. There are a few things we’ll attend 

to and I’m looking forward to the challenge.” 

 

Said Riley: “Terry and I have been friends forever and I am 

delighted to have someone of his calibre as a horseman 

and an individual on our team. Well done also to Japhta 

for making the progress we expected from him.”  -tt. 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
https://betting.tabonline.co.za/download/?_ga=2.61059113.445389298.1577095163-1591057273.1576760562


7 

 

http://www.kuda.co.za/


8 

 

Oh come all ye horsepersons, SMILE this Xmas! 
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www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

If this is built, will they come? 

THIS is the recently opened Hialeah Park Champions  

Simulcast Center & Sports Bar, opened as “the go-to location” 

in South Florida for full-card simulcast wagering on  

Thoroughbred races in early 2016, and doing very well. They 

have 180 television screens, 54 betting carrels (each with a 

19-inch video monitor), 42 wagering windows, and space for 

200 horseplayers complemented by comfy seating for each, 

plus an aggressive menu of simulcast wagering options.  

Barring Club TAB Elite we don’t have much in this division in 

SA, and there have been punters this year asking for more of 

the like at racecourses, and off-course. Thing is, will it be a 

novelty if it’s done on exactly the same level? Will it get the 

same support, will punters leave their lounges to become  

regulars?  In what measure do punters still need the  

fellowship of other punters that used to be so popular?  

Letter-writers to Turf Talk seem to think they do, and they will 

pitch. Something to think about this festive season. 

Jockeys fight Aussie fires 

AUSTRALIAN apprentice jockey Lizzie Annells is struggling for 

race rides at the moment but admits she's never been busier 

in her life. Annells, along with fellow jockey Emily Finnegan 

and her partner Kelly Ranford, has put racing into perspective 

in recent days after joining the efforts the help victims of the 

Adelaide Hills bushfire. The trio have been delivering water 

and feed - much of it donated by local racing participants - to 

livestock and properties devastated by the fires. A nice news 

story to end the Turf Talk newsletter for 2019. Best wishes to 

our fantastic sponsors and readers, Merry Christmas, Happy 

New Year and see you on 6 January! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com

