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GUEST COLUMN BY PETER GIBSON 
 

Racing South Africa will 

continue to work for the industry 

A Racing South Africa presentation at The Curragh in Ireland. 

IN response to David Allan’s call for more effective marketing of our industry to global interests, Racing South 

Africa’s PETER GIBSON gives some background to what has been done over the years and says his organisation 

is long not done yet! 

SOUTH Africa’s drive to formalise its international ambitions started in the mid-1990’s with a gathering of all 

relevant role players from thoroughbred horseracing, the broader equine sporting bodies, scientific and political 

from both private and Government sectors.  

Emerging from that forum was the establishment of 

The South African Horse Import and Export Council 

(SAHIEC), a non-profit organisation mandated to drive 

the technical aspects of internationalising the equine 

industry which resulted in the ratification of South Afri-

ca’s horse export protocol with the European Union in 

1996/97.  

As history will show, by April 1997 London News had 

been exported from the original pre-export quarantine 

block of four stables at Kenilworth Racecourse with his 

companion, Trojan Hero, to win the coveted Gr.2 (now 

Gr.1) Queen Elizabeth II Cup in Hong Kong for the late 

Laurie and Jean Jaffee and trainer Alec Laird.  

 

With South Africa open for business, the next logical 

step was to create an effective marketing platform to 

promote South African bloodstock to the global market 

place and so, in 2001 The South African Equine Trade 

Council (NPC) was incorporated under 

the Chairmanship of Mick Goss.  (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za


2 

 

DELEGATION to Newmarket in 2008. 

RACING SOUTH AFRICA (to page 2) 

 

Trading as “Racing South Africa”, Council was endorsed 

by the then Minister of Trade & Industry, Alec Erwin, who 

insisted that it promote all equine breeds regardless of 

financial contribution.  

 

Under this banner, an ambitious road show to the Far 

East was soon embarked upon, the team comprising 

administrators, bloodstock agents, breeders and train-

ers. Those must have been heady days with the global 

thoroughbred industry rapidly expanding in new markets 

in the Middle East and Asia and South Africa was well 

positioned to share in the horse export pie if only the AHS 

Controlled Area remained “clean”.   

 

By 2003, Kenilworth Quarantine Station (Pty) Ltd had 

been expanded by 36 stables and it was agreed to place 

all three entities under the management of a CEO, yours 

truly. Of course, history will also show that the AHS Con-

trolled Area was often compromised (by vaccination as 

has now been proven) and following an outbreak in early 

February 2004, exports from Kenilworth Quarantine Sta-

tion ground to a 24 month temporary halt.  

 

By the time the EU lifted the suspension in October 

2006, SAHIEC had been de-registered and Horseracing 

South Africa (Pty) Ltd established as the umbrella organi-

sation to manage SAHIEC’s original technical functions, 

run Kenilworth Quarantine Station as a commercial entity 

and oversee Racing South Africa, the international  

marketing arm of the business.  

The SA Equine Trade Council was required by Govern-

ment to remain an independent entity with its own board 

of directors if it was to become an Export Council and 

thus attract matching grant funding from the DTI. 

Horseracing South Africa’s shareholders included 

Operators (Gold Circle and Phumelela); Breeders 

(Thoroughbred Breeders Association) and Owners 

(Racing Association and Gold Circle Owners). It 

made perfect sense.  

 

Picking up where Mick Goss’ team left off,  

Racing South Africa, despite being constrained 

by a very small budget, embarked on a global 

promotional exercise to ensure South Africa 

competed for market share and maintained 

presence in the eyes of the international com-

munity.  
 

It was, therefore, the equivalent of AusHorse, Irish 

Thoroughbred Marketing, New Zealand Bloodstock, 

French Racing & Breeding etc in terms of its ambi-

tions.  Racing South Africa was non-political, promot-

ing all sales regardless of funding contributions from 

the individual entities. Amongst its contributions it 

produced a website, an annual brochure, DVD’s, 

advertised in strategically important publications 

around the world and hosted numerous trade dele-

gations that visited South Africa from time to time. 

 

It also attended important conferences like the 

Asian Racing Conference and exhibited at various 

equine shows in the Middle East and China with sup-

port from South Africa’s Consulate Offices in these 

target markets.  

 

To the chagrin of some in the racing industry, it also 

took delegations from South Africa to our key mar-

kets on an annual basis including sponsoring races/

meetings in the UK (Newmarket and Windsor Race-

courses) and Ireland and hosted prominent HK  

Jockey Club owners and the media ahead of the 

International Races in HK every December. The aim: 

to encourage participation in our sport with a longer 

term aim of exporting the top horses.  

Of course there were detractors! On one trip to the 

UK a chance meeting with a prominent Phumelela 

Shareholder at Heathrow suggested that Racing 

South Africa was going on “another party”? Granted, 

it was a celebration of everything this 200 year old 

Sport Of Horseracing had to offer foreign investors 

but it was also a responsibility and a lot of hard 

work, planning and relationship building went into 

these outward selling missions for the benefit of the 

broader industry. Racing South Africa with its distinc-

tive logo had become a recognisable     (to page 5) 
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WIN SUN MET TICKETS AND 

BETTING VOUCHERS 

TURF TALK is giving away ten entrance  

tickets to the 2020 Sun Met, scheduled for 1 

February 2020. Every ticket comes with a R250 

betting voucher.  

 
To win is easy. Send us the name and e-mail  

address of one new subscriber to Turf Talk. Make 

sure they agree, and are not already subscribed. 

Send this, and your own contact details, to edi-

tor@turftalk.co.za. Winners will be announced on 

Wednesday, 15 January 2020. 

RACING SOUTH AFRICA (fm p2) 

 

brand around the world and to this day an entry point for for-

eign investigations into our market.  

 

The 2011 outbreak in the Controlled Area, the first since 2004, 

effectively brought an end to this period of expansion and rela-

tive prosperity for the export community. By that stage, the 

Board of Horseracing South Africa had expanded its role to 

include racing industry functions, a little known fact being that 

Adrian Todd had been contracted to run with the “Industry De-

velopment” leg of the business which primarily dealt with Gov-

ernment relationships important to the industry.  

 

That was short-lived, however, as the emergence of Horserac-

ing South Africa (Pty) Ltd as a unifying, nationally focused body 

did not meet the approval of certain elements of the industry. A 

period of disruption ensued, not limited to Horseracing South 

Africa of course, but within its sphere of influence, resulted in 

the “sale” of Kenilworth Quarantine Station to the newly 

formed Kenilworth Racing (Pty) Ltd (following the demerger of 

Cape Racing from Gold Circle), the handing over of technical / 

veterinary liaison functions to the Wits Health Consortium and 

the eventual deregistration of Horseracing South Africa. How 

wasteful and how many opportunities squandered? 

 

What was left was the SA Equine Trade Council/Racing South 

Africa which had managed to retain interested shareholders 

and retain its funding from the DTI. However, recent changes 

to Government funding compliance (to combat corruption) 

have resulted in an adjustment in the manner in which our 

shareholders have had to present their contributions and fol-

lowing an 18 month hiatus, it now appears as if industry and 

Government have found common ground. 

 

With the prospect of new management in the offing, it is safe 

to say that Racing South Africa is not yet dead!  - tt. 

Global View quick to show! 
 

ASCOT Stud’s imposing imported stallion Glob-

al View (Galilleo), was immediately off the 

mark at Fairview on Friday. His first ever run-

ner Delicasea (5-8 favourite), won a Maiden  

Juvenile Plate over 900m for Allan Greeff and 

Greg Cheyne. 

 

Dr Ashley Parker of Ascot Stud was under-

standably chuffed with this early success,  

especially since Global View has three colts 

and a filly on the Cape Premier Yearling Sale 

(16 January).  Two were also raised at Ascot. 

 

Parker said: “The best thing about this was 

that Delicasea won over 900m, which is very 

encouraging because she is by Galilleo. There 

is speed in her damline, she’s from Caviar, by 

VAR, that brought in the Storm Cat influence. It 

shows class, and trainers around the country 

have given us good reports about his offspring. 

 

“The next Global View to run will be a half-

brother to Gr1 winner Gulf Storm, for Gavin 

Smith, next Friday.” 

 

Parker owns Delicasea in partnership with new 

owners Loyiso Dotwana and Brent Keevy and 

he joked: “Loyiso is Chairman of the Southern 

Kings Rugby and I said to him that his filly will 

probably make him famous before his rugby 

squad does! 

 

“Brent’s son is a top cricketer who just made 

the SA Under 19 side. He actually put 100 

runs on the board on Thursday last week.”  -tt. 
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The weekend’s feature winners at Kenilworth 

HAWWAAM on his way to winning the G2 Premier Trophy (top), Glen Kotzen 

and connections with Gr3 Victress Stakes winner Snapscan (middle), and 

Gr1 Cape Guineas winner Kilindini (bottom). 

MATHEW de Kock and Equine 

Behaviour Therapist Malan du 

Toit were two of the happiest peo-

ple on track at Kenilworth Satur-

day. They and a team of assis-

tants at Randjesfontein worked 

patient hours with star colt  

Hawwaam to re-school him after 

the Durban July and Du Toit said: 

“Mat gave me the winning trophy 

as a kind gesture and I am  

honoured and privileged. This 

was a story of failure to success 

and it is very satisfying for us. 

Champ in a race 

against time 
 

JUSTIN Snaith is engaged in a 

battle against time to get last 

year’s winner Do It Again ready to 

run in the L’Ormarins Queen’s 

Plate on Saturday fortnight. 

 

The dual Vodacom Durban July 

hero was coughing two days after 

finishing sixth when favourite for 

the WSB Green Point Stakes and 

was put on medication. 

 

Snaith said: “He is still on medi-

cation but there is improvement 

which is the good thing. This 

week will be very important. The 

rough race didn’t help – it was 

the roughest race he has ever 

been in which in an eight-runner 

race was ridiculous. Also he had 

been too long without a run – he 

could have done with a race a bit 

sooner.” - Michael Clower. 
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A gesture of satisfaction 

GOLD Circle Boss Michel Nairac pictured rubbing the old  

tum-tum alongside trainer Mike Miller. Well, Gold Circle has 

enjoyed a decent year with big Hollywoodbets sponsorships,  a 

wonderful Durban July Day and various innovations, which 

gives Michel every right to grin. Either that, or this was 

snapped by Candiese Lenferna after he’d had a strong Curry! 

“MR Paul” Lafferty is spending Christmas in London and sent 

us this photo of him, Michael Aboud (The Egyptian Crossdress-

er), Craig Benton and Ivy The Alsation, Aboud’s security detail. 

“Craig starts a new job in China next year,” reported Laff. 

Laff is entertaining UK mates 
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