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DR Camilla Weyer and Adrian Todd of SAEHP.  

SAEHP expects a successful protocols audit 

“We’ve done everything humanly possible!” 

AMIDST the euphoria about the European Union (EU)’s announcement on Tuesday of April and May 2020 as  

audit months for South African bloodstock export protocols, a number of concerns have been raised.  

The principal queries posed to the South African  

Equine Health & Protocols (SAEHP), are whether South 

Africa is truly ready for this long-awaited audit and, if 

we are successful, how long it will take for us to start 

relatively restriction-free trading. 

 

Adrian Todd, CEO of SAHEP, and Dr Camilla Weyer, 

Senior Research Officer and AHS control manager at 

SAEHP, addressed the issues and gave some  

additional background in conversation with Turf Talk. 

 

“Let’s put things in some more perspective,” said Todd. 

“South Africa dismally failed the EU’s audit in 2013, 

and it’s been a long and uphill battle ever since, but all 

the required systems were put into place. Our Interna-

tional Trade and Economic Development Division 

(ITED), started to request a new audit as far back as 

March 2018, but we were held back after that when 

politics came unexpectedly into play with the poultry 

impasse between the EU and South Africa. 

 

“It took more than eight months of solid negotiation in 

Europe this year to get us where we are now. We had 

to call on help from politicians and prominent racing 

friends who listened to our story and pushed with us. 

 

“The breakthrough had to come from the European 

side. Eventually, with the help of our well-placed and 

connected friends, the EU listened and they realised 

the importance of the proposed audit. They thankfully 

separated the chicken and horse issues and  

announced that they would help us. 

 

“We know it’s taken a long time, but the  
(To page 2) 
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TOP veterinarians assisted SAEHP. 

(by illustration, from vetmed.edu) 

SAEHP AND EU AUDIT (fm p1) 

 

goalposts kept moving. Now, we’ve reached a stage 

where the machinery is in full operation and things will 

proceed steadily. It starts with an EU Questionnaire, a  

pre-audit we will be receiving early in the New Year, but I 

am pleased to say that we’ll already know the answers to 

half of what they will be asking of us. 

 

“Since the EU identified the problematic issues and 

our shortcomings in 2013, we have been rectifying 

them and providing them with regular updates. We 

know exactly where we stand, and that is in a strong 

position. Once this pre-audit has been successfully 

submitted, the EU will send us specific dates for 

their official audit, which I expect to be in April 

2020.” 
 

Dr Weyer noted some of the shortcomings of 2013 that 

had been addressed in the last six years. 

 

“In 2013 we had a hodgepodge of national and provincial 

regulations, separate and confusing rules. They have 

been simplified and combined into one, and signed off by 

Dr Mpho Maja, the Director of Animal Health. 

 

“Previously, all our movement control was not auditable at 

all. We had all the information stacked in files with no way 

of following up adequately. This process has been  

digitised for much greater ease and flow of information. 

 

“Aside from African Horse Sickness (AHS), there are a 

number of other diseases that had to be included in the 

protocols. We had to devise a control system for all 

of them. Most of the specifics for the other diseases 

were standardised, but in the case of (AHS) we had 

to invent the system from scratch. This was  

effectively done and implemented.” 

 

The crux of it all, said Todd, is that we have  

essentially devised a proper public/private  

partnership with our government, everything 

works, and all has been done for international 

exports to commence. 
 

“Funding has been tough, we’ve had to rely on our 

generous benefactors, they have been instrumental 

in our progress and we are extremely grateful for 

their support. We would not have come this far  

without them.” 

 

Todd said that the International Sports Horse  

Confederation, and the Hong Kong Jockey Club, in 

particular were hugely helpful in the process. “The 

HKJC have offered us their veterinarian team for 

another pre-audit. They contributed technical  

support and funding for the inactive vaccine  

development. 

 

“We’ve done dry runs and risk assessments with 

AUSVET, a very proficient group of people, also with 

renowned vets Drs Des Laydon and Warwick Bailey. 

We’re keeping fresh eyes on everything to ensure 

continued progress. Now is the time to really work 

together to remain compliant.” 

 

Todd explained that South Africa, in effect, should 

be seen as consisting of two areas, a free zone with 

a buffer zone, and an infected zone which covers 

the rest of the continent. 

 

He elaborated: “It is vital to note that the European 

Union wishes to deal with the free zone, and they 

want to see how the free zone trades with the  

infected zone. This is what they want, and for  

exports to happen we have to abide by their rules, 

simple as that. 

 

“There have been no cases of AHS in the  

surveillance zone in the last three years, all of the 

reported cases in the early 2000s were caused by 

vaccines. To overcome this, we adjusted vaccination 

times and it worked.” 

Said Weyer: “We understand that the local  

movement regulations could cause some complica-

tions for people, but this is essential for a  (to p5) 
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WIN SUN MET TICKETS AND 

BETTING VOUCHERS 

TURF TALK is giving away ten entrance  

tickets to the 2020 Sun Met, scheduled for 1 

February 2020. Every ticket comes with a R250 

betting voucher.  

 
To win is easy. Send us the name and e-mail  

address of one new subscriber to Turf Talk. Make 

sure they agree, and are not already subscribed. 

Send this, and your own contact details, to edi-

tor@turftalk.co.za. Winners will be announced on 

Wednesday, 15 January 2020. 

SAEHP AND EU AUDIT (fm p2) 

 

successful audit.” 

 

Audits in any sector seldom return flawless results, 

but Todd said: “We know this, nobody ever gets a 

100% clear report. There will be additional  

recommendations from the EU team after the audit. 

They will send a report and we will implement what 

they suggest. 

 

“Once we pass and they are happy, they will send a 

recommendation for South Africa’s re-instatement to 

the EU’s Plant/Animal/Food/Feed Committee (PAFF), 

and the matter will be concluded. 

 

“I am 100% confident that the audit will be successful 

for us. We have done everything we can, everything 

humanly possible, to comply with what is needed. We 

are happy, our associates are happy and the South 

African government is happy. They have suffered 

some setbacks with the EU in the past, they will not 

have put their stamp on this if they weren’t entirely 

satisfied that we could pass this test. 

 

“The successful re-instatement of direct exports will 

be a game changer for our entire industry.” -tt. 

@turftalk1 

STAR colt Hawwaam (in his Milnerton stable today) is 

in fine fettle for Saturday’s Gr2 Premier Trophy over 

1800m at Kenilworth. 

 

He arrived in Cape Town last week and is stabled at 

Milnerton in Mathew de Kock’s care. Mathew  

commented: “He wasn’t intended to run this Saturday, 

it’s a new race on our radar but considering the cards 

we were dealt he’s taken everything very well and he’s 

enjoying Milnerton. 

 

“We took him to Kenilworth for a gallop, he put up a 

good piece of work, he was relaxed and liked the track. 

So all the signs are there that he travelled well and 

looks good. Now, we go to Saturday’s race and we’re 

hoping it’s a good experience for him which will put him 

in a good space for the Queen’s Plate.” 

- mikedekockracing.com 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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LET’s sit down to dinner, Cheryl… or rather, would you care to dance? (KZN Breeders) 

All the award winners: 
 

Champion 2YO Filly 

Montreal Mist – Clifton Stud 

Champion 2YO Colt sponsored by the EQUINE GROUP 

Wave – Scott Bros 

Champion 3YO Filly sponsored by ODDS ON COLOURS 

Running Brave – Summerhill Stud 

Champion 3YO Colt sponsored by EQUIFEEDS 

Nexus – Rathmor Stud 

Champion Sprinter Filly sponsored by CHOICE CARRIERS 

Vision To Kill – Robert Mauvis 

Champion Sprinter Colt 

Africa Rising – Summerhill Stud 

Champion Middle Distance Female sponsored by HOLLYWOODBETS 

Camphoratus – Middlefield Stud 

Champion Middle Distance Male 

Dawn Assault – Graystone Stud 

Champion Older Female sponsored by GOLD CIRCLE 

Camphoratus – Middlefield Stud 

Champion Older Male sponsored by EPOL HORSE FEEDS 

Dawn Assault – Graystone Stud 

Champion Broodmare sponsored by GOLD CIRCLE 

Wild Camphor – Middlefield Stud 

Stallion Prospect 

Capetown Noir 

Stallion Of The Year sponsored by THOROUGHBRED BREEDERS ASS. 

Crusade 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

Bruce Le Roux 

Anita Akal Industry Achievement Award 

Allen Bechard 

Breeders Achievement Award sponsored by SUMMERHILL STUD 

Graystone Stud 

Champion Breeder 

Summerhill Stud 

KZN Breeders Horse Of The Year sponsored by GOLD CIRCLE 

Camphoratus – Middlefield Stud 

Camphoratus takes most awards at KZN Breeders ceremony 

CAMPHORATUS, the Gr1 winning chest-

nut daughter of Byword, proved the star 

of the show at the kzn Breeders award 

ceremony, winning several trophies 

including Champion Middle Distance 

Female, Champion Older Female and 

KZN Breeders Horse Of The Year.  

 

Camphoratus’ dam, imported Horse 

Chestnut mare Wild Camphor, was 

crowned Broodmare Of The Year. Her 

breeders, Rob and Michele Pickering 

who have since relocated to the East-

ern Cape, retained a share in her and 

Robbie Hill has achieved great success 

– winning the Gr1 Empress Club 

Stakes,the Gr3 Flamboyant and placing 

second to her nemesis, Running Brave, 

in the Gr2 Gold Bracelet. Running 

Brave, meanwhile, took home the 

Champion 3YO Filly award. 

 

Wave, a Scott Bros-bred son of Mogok 

who placed in a Gr1 at Scottsville, inter-

estingly was purchased off the KZN 

Yearling Sale for R100 000 using 

vouchers won from the 2018 KZN 

Breeders Golf Day by the Van Zyls! 

 

Rathmor Stud enjoyed a superb func-

tion – their filly Mississippi Burning won 

the Gr1 Cape Fillies Guineas, and Nex-

us took home Champion 3YO Colt.  

Champion Breeders once again went to 

Summerhill Stud, who also took home 

two further awards – one for Champion 

Sprinter Male – Africa Rising, and the 

other for Running Brave (Brave Tin Sol-

dier).  -KZN Breeders. 
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www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

HAVE you noticed how people respond when asked, ‘Why do 

you hate Donald Trump so much?” They’ll say, ‘Oh, he’s a bad 

guy..’; ‘Oh, he’s just an asshole..’; ‘Oh, he hates women…’; 

‘Oh, he hates people of colour..’. All, of course, baseless, con-

trived nonsense about a man who has turned his country 

around for all its citizens. His predecessor was a smoothie 

who sunk the US economy and signed half-hearted, softie 

deals with anyone; the idiot before that was a warmonger in 

the interest of his family businesses, before that there was a 

sex maniac who seduced  a staffer  in the Oval Office. Far 

lesser politicians, and crooks, fraudsters and preachers are 

supported because they are likeable characters. But most lie 

when their mouths open. Trump isn’t a likeable man, and he 

lies less, hence his unpopularity. But here’s our man Donald 

about to give affection to a horse. We know he enjoys 

horseracing too. Those are endearing factors. Brash, uncouth 

and temperamental he may be, but he has been  

effective, direct and entertaining, at the least. The US Senate 

will soon vote against his full impeachment, he will remain in 

office and more than likely will win another four years in the 

White House next year. And what will the Democrats say then? 

Think carefully about Donald Trump before you pass stupid 

comments. He is well liked by people who can think for them-

selves and can see the wood for the trees. Being arrogant, 

telling it like it is and being hard on spineless, lying liberals 

does not make you a bad person.  Start using the grey matter, 

brethren. Don’t swallow the crap spewing from the fake news 

media. Give ‘em carrots, Mr Trump. Horses and Liberals! 

Trump’s bad! ! Uhm... Why? 

Famous moments in donkey history 
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