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www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  TUESDAY 17 DECEMBER 2019  

The David Allan column 
OUR regular Monday columnist submitted his latest work on time, as 

usual, yesterday, and it was so good we briefly considered producing a 

Monday Newsletter so readers could enjoy it. But that was just a brief 

consideration on a Public Holiday where we had to spent time thinking 

about reconciling with old, lost friends and a few racing  

personalities insulted and alienated. Enjoy David’s offering today! 

Talk of Good News then Fake or Old News 

GROW your horses here. 

SOMETIMES you just want to scream! 

No. The overseas people who are involved in SA were 

already keen to have a racehorse. How many times 

has this column called for positive images of racing 

and breeding in South Africa to be published  

internationally? By an official body, I mean, not the 

unofficial efforts of a few of us. And not tub-thumping, 

flag waving, but balanced, reasoned commentary on 

our SA industry and sport. 

 

Such boosts are at their most necessary when heads 

are down and, beyond the dedicated few, international 

opinion is vaguely negative or non-existent. 

 

Yet much is made locally of overseas racing ownership 

being important. Quite right. Non-domestic ownership 

is crucially important to Britain, Ireland and France as 

well. 

Do we think it “just happens”? Overseas people arrive 

on holiday and by some form of osmosis are overtaken 

by the desire to own a racehorse? Overseas people on 

the way home from football or rugby are suddenly  

distracted by the notion that they should have a race-

horse in South Africa? Hardly.  

 

Even when not selecting from a multitude of easily 

accessible sporting pursuits and “Days Out”, there is 

nothing in their life that so much as introduces the 

idea. 

 

AND already had an affinity with South Africa. It needs 

both. So if it is felt that such a population will expand 

all by itself rather than shrink, who needs to bother – 

the argument would be – with any form of positive PR? 

(to page 2) 
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DAVID ALLAN (cont…) 

 

What we do see is a lot of advertising to ourselves, within 

the confines of the South Africa industry and sport.  

Nothing wrong with that per se, but even domestically we 

barely go beyond the walls of racing with happy news.  

Insularity doesn’t work. Thoroughbred pedigrees are  

global, without borders. 

 

In Western Europe, the South African buyer at multi-

national sales has, for now, gone the way of the dodo, 

aside from one or two who own overseas farms which is a 

different league. It’s a far cry from our AllanBloodlines/TBA 

“Missions” to Tattersalls Mare Sales where for a couple of 

years we got Tatts to add the Rand to the currencies  

displayed on the bidding screen. 

 

The SA buyer may come back with a better domestic  

market, but on the opposite tack, recent sales show how 

important is overseas buying in SA. If domestic breeders 

cannot refresh the gene pool, maybe overseas players in 

SA can. So we must tell them, as well as racing owners, 

about the magic. 

 

With freedom of movement on the cards (see below), there 

are myriad possibilities. Countries with dodgy politics and 

socio-economic difficulties are not excluded from  

successful business. Use the out-sourcing manufacturing 

model that applies in many businesses. Grow racehorses 

in South Africa where they are grown so well. 

 

The work of the SAEHP is admired internationally by a  

narrow field of experts. It is not the job of the SAEHP to be 

a PR agency. Governments and relevant authorities would 

not appreciate being second-guessed in public. But if 

SAEHP can be formed and focussed, why not an SA ver-

sion of GBRI or ITM – provided that it knows how to  

express itself multi-nationally and its way around the 

world?  

 

After the industrial unrest in June 2018 and the widely 

publicised Mike de Kock standpoint, this column (2nd July 

2018) reacted like this https://bit.ly/2Eiq0Bj    

 

Then – just four days ago – there came a flurry of messag-

es following another (rare) article about South Africa in the 

Racing Post. 

 

We can’t give a link to that article as it is in the 

Members Section (but widely read – hence the 

calls) but you might get to it on 

www.racingpost.com under News/Insight. The  

journalist rehashes the June 2018 unrest,  

requoting Mike de Kock about death threats to his 

family and cutting back, adding material about his 

potential move in part to Australia.  

 

The article moves to recent labour issues and  

rubber bullets, whilst including comment from 

Geoff Woodruff including on the sale/closure of six 

racecourses. Stakes reductions come into it as do 

Phumelela’s and Gold Circle’s views on dropping to 

one racecourse per region. 

 

As a tale of woes dating back, it’s a macabre recap 

- not without foundation but why suddenly now?  

 

Arrestingly, shockingly, alarmingly (sorry – I’m being 

melodramatic but I nearly fell off my chair) it states: 

“…. a political dispute between the EU and the 

South African government over chicken imports 

means there will be no EU audit, a prerequisite for 

any relaxation of the export and import regulations, 

of South African horses for the foreseeable future. 

It is a hammer blow to an already beleaguered in-

dustry”. Dateline 11th December 2019. My exple-

tive deleted. 

 

Ye Gods Above! When were these “facts”  

gathered? The most globally switched on caller 

to me asked for confirmation that it is wrong, 

knowing that the EU had recently announced 

that it would give a date on which the delayed 

audit would take place. “Fake News”, we 

would all cry, with or without a fake tan to go 

with it, but actually it’s “Old News” published 

as current news. 
 

CTS marketers would go through the roof with this 

sudden digest of 2018/19 publicity in a widely 

read organ of the bloodstock industry. About the 

EU, CTS wrote recently that clearance could be 

“early next year”.  

 

One’s sense of governmental procedures for an 

audit would surely suggest mean maybe more “mid 

year” and less “early year” but either way it’s a po-

tential huge Hurrah. Of course, subject to passing 

the audit. SAEHP could be doing no more, and is 

confident, but the mantra must be don’t count 

chickens publicly. 
(to page 3) 
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A big buyers’ bench is expected at CPYS 2020, perhaps a last chance to acquire quality bloodstock at today’s 

prices. (Photo: Brent Abrahams). 

DAVID ALLAN (cont fm p2) 

 

From a CTS perspective, a decision in just a few 

months would – for me – be a strong marketing factor 

anyway. If betting on lifting the EU ban on direct im-

ports and paving the way for other direct trade agree-

ments, the January 2020 Cape Premier Yearling Sale 

could be presented as potentially the last opportunity 

to buy-buy-buy at today’s prices. That’s how we are 

presenting it, anyway. Before the Revolution. 

Here’s an example of what we need. Simple, calm, and 

written by a foreigner! Tom Thornbury of Keeneland 

knows a thing or two.  

 

After his 2016 tour inspecting yearlings he wrote in the 

TDN: “The people and the horses there are exception-

al. You will find that no matter how much of this excit-

ing, beautiful country that you see, it won’t be enough. 

You will return home, already planning your next trip, 

and that won’t be enough, either”. Amen to that.  - tt. 

OUR columnist enjoying a happy moment with friends. He says: 

“I was indeed very happy with my 25 year old Darshaan mare 

(left) in retirement from whom we have bred, including  

grandchildren, 18 winners of 37 races. The chestnut is one of 

her daughters, herself the dam of 3 winners.   

Not fake news, just 

poor reporting 
 

DAVID, thanks for an excellent column  

today, you are right in all respects, we need 

to promote our industry more effectively 

overseas. What was reported in The Racing 

Post on 11 December was not fake news – it 

was indeed, as you suggest,  old, recycled 

news not verified for updates by the hack 

who wrote it, or the editor who published it. 

Disappointing for a publication of their  

stature. – Editor. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1


4 

 

Who said that Sriker’s best days are over? 

MASTER jock Piere Strydom on Pure State. 

SOME say his best days are over, but multiple champion jockey Piere Strydom gave his fellow riders a master-

class in Saturday’s R2,5-million CTS Ready To Run Stakes over 1400m at Kenilworth. (Photo: Wayne Marks). 

Strydom outfoxed his rivals with a vintage performance 

on Sean Tarry’s three-year-old Pure State (16-1), who 

was trapped wide after the jump but raced around the 

field to take up the running, and then held off a few 

determined challengers including Richard Fourie on the 

well fancied Rio Querari (28-10) and Anton Marcus on 

the favourite, Invidia (5-2). 

 

Strydom, relieved to have won despite not riding to in-

structions, commented: “Sean said to give Pure State a 

chance, but he was wide and at the pace we were go-

ing I opted rather to go to the front and dictate. 

 

“He weakened when I rode him at the Vaal last time, 

but he is a big horse, improving all the time and on 

form he had at least a place chance. I wasn’t sure how 

much he’d improve, but he kept going today, he was 

fighting off the others.” 

Said Tarry: “I thought Piere went to early, but he 

judged it perfectly, that’s why he is ‘Striker’ Strydom!” 

 

He added: “Pure State was a standout at the Sale, we 

raced against his mother with National Colour years 

ago. Well done to the owners.” 

 

Pure State, by Jackson from Trip To Eden, was a 

R400,000 buy from the 2018 CTS Ready To Run Sale, 

bred by Limpo Trading. 

 

Wehann Smith, CEO of CTS, is a part owner of Pure 

State along with Tarry’s primary owner Chris van 

Niekerk, and the trio were winning this race together 

for the second time after the filly Safe Harbour was 

victorious in 2016. 

(to page 8) 
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WIN SUN MET TICKETS AND 

BETTING VOUCHERS 

TURF TALK is giving away ten entrance  

tickets to the 2020 Sun Met, scheduled for 

1 February 2020. Every ticket comes with a 

R250 betting voucher.  

 
To win is easy. Send us the name and e-mail  

address of one new subscriber to Turf Talk. 

Make sure they agree, and are not already sub-

scribed. Send this, and your own contact de-

tails, to editor@turftalk.co.za. Winners will be 

announced on Wednesday, 15 January 2020. 

OUR READERS WRITE LETTTERS 

LITTLE BUGBEARS, BUT THEY BUG ALL THE SAME 

Hello, I just have a few queries that bug me as regards 

racing information. Maybe I’m being petty, but when you 

look at the Computaform, some jockeys are carded with 

both their initials in the card, like ‘LJ Ferraris’ or ‘CF Dick-

en’ or ‘JR Syster’. You don’t find this with other jockeys. 

You don’t see ‘PJ Strydom’, for example, or ‘RD Fourie’ or 

‘WB Kennedy’ or ‘MA Yeni’? Or is this a thing that applies 

to apprentices? Also, the TAB online sheets and  

Computaform displays Justin Snaith as ‘SJ Snaith’ and 

Sporting Post have him as ‘JS Snaith’. Are there two  

Justins? Which are his right initials? Is this not drawn 

from the same database? 

-Meryl, Orange Grove. 

WELL DONE CRAIG DU PLOOY 

A note to say well done to the Cape’s groom school and 

Craig du Plooy. Craig your enthusiasm is infectious, well 

done on what you are doing for these underprivileged 

people, many of whom are talents in their own right. 

-Jeanne-Marie, Constantia 

I was interested to read about the Work Riders in Cape 

Town, and I agree with Craig Du Plooy that there should 

be more races for them in which they can hone and test 

their skills against other. Come on sponsors, let’s see 

some help for these riders! 

-Jocko, Bothasig. 

ONE of the weekend’s special racing moments: High-riding young trainer Adam Marcus with his rising star and 

Green Point Stakes winner, Vardy. (Photo by Chase Liebenberg). 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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STRYDOM AND PURE STATE (fm p6) 

 

“This was absolutely amazing, a real thrill and well done to Piere,” said Smith. “This race always draws a quality 

field and the stake is great, I am sure a lot of horses from this race will go on to better things from here, like they 

have done in previous years.” 

 

The Ready To Run Stakes pays down to 10th place – the winner pocketing a whopping R1,25-million down to 

R30,000 for 10th place. 

 

Smith and his team are hard at work and rounding off preparations for the much-anticipated 2020 Cape Premier-

Yearling Sale, scheduled for 16 January.  - Cape Thoroughbred Sales. 

Crawford, Ridgemont always near front or centre 
WHILE WSB Fillies Guineas Days at Kenilworth belonged to Adam Marcus, the powerful Brett Crawford stable and 

his patrons, Ridgemont Farm, enjoyed another exceptional afternoon with three winners, all ridden by the stud’s 

retained jockey, Anton Marcus. 

Two Champion fillies, and winners at Kenilworth on Saturday were Front And Centre (Dynasty, top), who won a 

strong Pinnacle Plate on her comeback, and the unbeaten Run Fox Run (Foxwedge, above), who bagged the 

Gr2 Southern Cross Stakes with another eye-catching performance. On the right at the brothers Craig (left) and 

Ross Kieswetter of Ridgemont with the Southern Cross trophy. (Wayne Marks). 
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SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Scene from Gulliver’s Travels? 

THERE is something about this photo that reminds us of  

Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver's Travels, or various versions of Land 

Of The Giants. If Dr Ashley Parker of Ascot Stud lifts his arms 

on a sunny and sweltering day in Port Elizabeth, brothers 

Wayne and Rocky Agrella have enough shade for a midday 

nap. So here’s a competition for you. Win a 2020 Sun Met 

ticket and a R250 betting voucher by answering the following 

question: Which brand of underarm deodorant does Dr Ashley 

Parker use? Clue: It won’t be something cheap like Axe or  

Status. Answers to editor@turftalk.co.za 

(Photo: Pauline Herman.) 

THE legend Gary Player joined Candice Bass-Robinson and her 

team giving the stable’s horses a walk on the beach at  

Melkbosstrand at the weekend. It is said that 84-year-old  

Player hit 200 balls at Atlantic Beach at 4am before his beach 

visit, followed by 200 sit-ups with Mark Bass. Well, Mark  

apparently managed 20. 

At 84, he lives like a 48-year-old 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za

