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DR Hassen Adams, who doesn’t see eye-to-eye with Kenilworth Board. (Pic: IOL.) 

Fuming Hassen Adams walks out 

of Kenilworth Board meeting 
IN a controversial moment at an otherwise friendly and civil public meeting held by the Kenilworth Racing Board 

on Monday evening, Dr Hassen Adams literally got up and “left the building”. 

Dr Adams, the prominent business mogul, owner and 

breeder, accused (by implication), the Kenilworth 

Board of racism following a discussion over property 

development rights at Kenilworth and the transparent 

process that negotiations surrounding it had to follow. 

 

A visibly disgruntled Dr Adams told Kenilworth Board 

joint Chairman Mark Currie: “You said you’d come 

back to me and you didn’t, that’s how you treat black 

people!”  

 

We have not yet established the exact details of Dr 

Adams’ fallout with the Board.  We do know that it re-

sulted from the set-up of a property sub-committee 

established to determine how best to use the proper-

ties to support racing, with important stakeholders 

represented and in consultation with property expert, 

Deon van Zyl. 

 

As for the rest of the meeting, Sporting Post reported 

that “it proved a watershed moment in a notoriously 

information-shy sport and certainly the first occasion in 

modern times that a racing operator had actually 

opened their hearts and home to anybody who was 

prepared to listen – and be heard.” 

 

Mark Currie summarised the intention of the meeting. 

“We wanted to provide insight into the history of Kenil-

worth Racing, how the de-merger from Gold Circle  

happened, how we arrived at this point, what the  

challenges are and how we can improve things.” 

 

Fellow Chairman Robert Bloomberg endorsed the view. 

“We wanted to give racing people a boost  (to page 2) 
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ADAMS AND MEETING (fm p1) 

 

in very trying times,” he explained, adding that with the 

notable exception of Dr Adams’ walkout – the forum 

had been ‘positively received’ and had ‘allayed a lot of 

fears’. 

 

As outlined from the chair, some of the proposals for 

arresting the decline in Western Cape racing largely 

focused on the repositioning of the property assets 

including: 

 

-Developing Durbanville as Cape Town’s training centre 

and putting land at the existing Milnerton and Philippi 

facilities to other use. 

 

-Using valuable parcels of land at Kenilworth,  

Durbanville, Milnerton and Philippi to generate annuity 

income and create alternative revenue streams to 

horse racing. 

 

-Creating an operational management structure for 

Kenilworth Racing to control and run racing in Cape 

Town – taking over from Johannesburg-based  

Phumelela, which is in financial trouble. 

 

-Developing a far-sighted business plan to ensure  

racing survives in Cape Town and in South Africa. 

 

-Attracting back the sponsors who have dropped Cape 

Town racing. 

 

Bloomberg and Currie emphasised that the sale of land 

assets was unlikely – not least because of legal  

contracts with the City of Cape Town and  

environmental issues related to fynbos.  

 

Echoing the calls for greater transparency and  

information for the punter from Charles Faull, owner 

and breeder Peter de Beyer concurred that racing did 

not know its customer base, let alone how to cater to it 

and had done little to market or encourage new owner-

ship or sell itself as a ‘believable and credible sport’. 

 

Phumelela’s Rob Scott acknowledged the marketing 

shortcomings and conceded that ‘the industry had not 

done a great job’. He also said that some retail outlets 

were not up to standard and that some of the loss-

making shops had been closed in terms of their recent 

right-sizing exercise. 

 

When taxed on Racing It’s a Rush, Scott said that he 

was now at the helm and that ‘a change of focus’ was 

being implemented.  - extracts from Sporting Post. 

DURBANVILLE Racecourse could be developed, and 

someone must get the cash to do it! 

“PUT the punter first!”. Charles Faull is in favour of  

barrier trials. 

ROB Scott: “Change of focus” sought. 
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CUE The Music, on parade at Happy Valley. 

SA-bred wins in Hong Kong and more to follow 
SOUTH African bred Cue The Music, by Avontuur Stud’s stallion Oratorio from Minelli, broke his Hong Kong duck 

in the final race at Happy Valley on Wednesday, at the fourth time of asking. 

Now trained by David Ferraris, who saddled a double 

at the meeting, the former Dennis Bosch-trained  

speedster went start to finish under a top ride from 

Zac Purton to win the Class 3 Sea Eagle Handicap 

worth HK$1.25 million (R2.35 million).  

 

A half-brother to Equus champion Val De Ra (Var), Cue 

The Music was a R1,6 million 2017 Emperors Palace 

Select Yearling Sale graduate. 

 

He was owned locally by Mario Ferreira, and a Grade 3 

winner, taking the Godolphin Barb at Scottsville in 

April last year.  And next time out in the Grade 1 Gold 

Medallion he was only beaten a neck into second by 

Van Halen. 

 

Ferraris told Turf Talk: “Cue The Music was bought in a 

batch of horses from South Africa last year, also Su-

preme Patrol and Bear Again, who are both by VAR. All 

the SA horses have settled down here and are starting 

to show their worth. I also have Go Ballistic, by Duke 

Of Marmalade, a very nice horse that won for my dad 

at Turffontein and was then exported, I expect him to 

win in Hong Kong too. 

 

“Supreme Patrol is running on Sunday, he seems to 

like the all-weather and has a winning chance, and 

Bear Again is in a race next Wednesday, he also has a 

good chance. The stable is ticking over nicely. We’ll 

have more SA-breds coming in next year and the soon-

er the export protocols are sorted, the better.” 

 

He added: “I trained Cue The Music’s dam, Minelli, she 

was a good little filly. It is so strange, I would never 

have imagined 20 years ago that I’d be training one of 

her offspring to a win in Hong Kong!” Cue The Music is 

now owned by Ferraris’ patrons Mr & Mrs Julian Chow 

Kai Wo, Chow Wing Shuen and Chow Cheuk Wai.—tt. 

Our readers are happy people! 
 

I loved the articles in Turf Talk’s edition of Wednesday, 

11 December. Thanks for the inspiration and beautiful 

heart-warming articles. It’s such a pleasure to read 

about interesting riders and horses. Horses truly are 

great teachers and have such a wonderful soul pur-

pose here. Each one has an individual soul-purpose 

and once they connect with that, they go on to great-

ness. Down’s Syndrome is an interesting lifepath 

which is chosen before our incarnations here – these 

people have chosen to give and receive unconditional 

love.  These souls tend to carry very little judgement 

and this is heart-opening for most people. We need 

more of this understanding in our daily lives.  I have a 

saying, “Chop off the head and live through the heart 

and you will be happy”. I can’t wait to watch “Ride Like 

a Girl”.  - Desiree De Andrade, Linden, Jhb. 
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A wonderful visit to the Aga Khan’s Gilltown Stud 

THE Aga Khan Studs in Ireland cover about 2,400 acres (1,000 ha) and are divided in four studs. Gilltown Stud 

is currently home to Champion Sea The Stars, his brother Born To Sea and dual Derby winner in 2016 Harzand. 

KAT and Nigel Riley of  Gauteng’s Heversham Park Stud just 

recently returned from a trip to Ireland, and took in, among 

other sites, the Aga Khan’s Gilltown Stud, his public  

establishment.  

 

Recently, a new stallion barn was built and the covering barn 

renovated. Both were designed to meet the demands of a 21st 

century breeding establishment. 

 

Gilltown is a typical anglo Irish estate and was built in Georgian 

style in the 17th century. Gilltown House overlooks a 16 acre 

lake, reconstructed to its original size. This lake and its  

surroundings are home to a large variety of wildlife and one of 

the principal features of the stud is its beautiful oak avenue.  

 

Larger than life-size bronzes of the exceptional racehorses 

Shergar and Sinndar, sculpted by David Wynne, also form part 

of the peaceful scenery. 

 

Kat got to meet (and kiss) the 2016 Investec Derby winner 

Harzand (headline photo) and 2009 Derby winner and the for-

mer great racer and other resident stallion, Sea The Stars. 

-hevershampark.co.za KAT Riley with Harzand. 

Tiger Roll gets the accolades at Irish Racing Awards 
HAVING become the first horse since Red Rum to win back-to-back Grand Nationals in April, Tiger Roll was  

unsurprisingly crowned Horse of the Year at the Horse Racing Ireland awards in Dublin earlier this week. 

The pint-sized pocket rocket, who even has a book writ-

ten about him, not only won the world's most famous 

race in 2019, but the previous month he claimed a 

fourth success at the Cheltenham Festival when a run-

away winner of the Glenfarclas Cross Country Chase 

under Keith Donoghue. 

 

There was a standing ovation for Pat Smullen and Ru-

by Walsh, who were announced as the Irish Racing 

Hero award winners. 

 

The pair, recognized as two of the greatest riders Ire-

land has ever produced, retired within days of each 

other this year. 

 

Nine-time flat champion Smullen hung up his boots in 

early May and was then central to a celebrated fund-

raising campaign for pancreatic cancer trials and 

awareness of pancreatic cancer research, culminating 

with the Pat Smullen Champions Race for Cancer Trials 

Ireland at the Curragh and a sum raised for charity in 

excess of €2.5m. 

The Award Winners 

 

Horse of the Year: Tiger Roll 

Irish Racing Hero: Pat Smullen & Ruby Walsh 

Contribution to the Industry: Tony O'Hehir 

Emerging Talent: Darragh O'Keeffe 

National Hunt: Rachael Blackmore  

National Hunt Achievement: Gavin Cromwell 

Flat: Jessica Harrington 

Flat Achievement: Wayne Lordan  

Point-to-Point: Colin Bowe 

Ride of the Year: Billy Lee  

Racecourse of the Year: Naas Racecourse.  

—Bloodhorse 

TIGER Roll, history-basher! 
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About a dying rhetoric 

THERE are individuals in South Africa who have benefited 

enormously from Black Economic Empowerment and who 

have been assisted in their endeavours by any number of 

whites and members of other race groups. Yet, when things 

go pear-shaped, as they do for most of us at certain points, 

these individuals haul out the race card. It’s becoming  

tedious, really, it is simply not useful anymore, and we’re all 

sick of it. Our society, our country, our racing community, 

have finally started putting the wrongs of the past behind us, 

we’re settling differences and looking for solutions, but there 

are elements among us, from within government to business 

to the social sphere and the racing industry, who relentlessly 

seek to further their own interests. There are players at this 

poker table, already well positioned from racially structured 

benefits, who pull out the Ace Of Spades as a trump card 

when the going gets tough. It’s a strategy that has worked up 

to now, but it won’t work for much longer. This is no country 

for babies. Exposure to hardship and never-ending lies are 

elevating the masses, people of all shades, to adulthood. 

They are graduating the ranks of sheep and fools and  

starting to recognise the self-serving opportunism that  

normally goes along with playing the race card. They, like us, 

are gatvol! 

Different colours can exit in harmony 
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