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MICHELLE Payne with brother Stevie holding the 2015 Emirates Melbourne Cup. Picture: David Caird, Source: 

News Corp Australia  

‘Ride Like A Girl’ is a must-see racing movie 
I’LL be honest, I wasn’t that excited to attend a preview screening of Ride Like A Girl, writes ANDREW BUCKLOW 

of news.com.au. 

The movie, which shows presently on DSTV’s Box  

Office, tells the story of Michelle Payne, who in 2015 

became the first female jockey to win the Melbourne 

Cup, riding Prince Of Penzance. 

 

I had an interview lined up with the director, Rachel 

Griffiths, and obviously was required to see the film 

first. 

 

Going into the screening, I knew a little bit about 

Michelle, but not a lot, and assumed it would simply 

be a feel-good film about a young girl who managed to 

overcome the odds in a male-dominated industry to 

win horseracing’s biggest prize. 

 

Yes, it was that, but it was so, so much more.  

Honestly, I absolutely loved it. 

 

As the credits rolled in the media screening, I had 

tears streaming down my face, as did Channel 9 stars 

Sonia Kruger and Richard Wilkins who were sitting 

nearby. 

 

I had no idea that Michelle was raised by her dad and 

nine siblings after her mum died when she was just six 

months old. I had no idea that Michelle’s elder sister 

Brigid died after a fall, or that Michelle herself was 

nearly killed in a horse race fall in 2001 that fractured 

her skull. And I had no idea that a horseracing movie 

would make me cry like a baby. 

 

The film stars Teresa Palmer as Michelle Payne and 

Sam Neill as the family patriarch, Paddy Payne. But 

the breakout star is Stevie Payne, Michelle’s brother 

with Down Syndrome, who plays himself and steals the 

show. 

 

Stevie, who was Michelle’s strapper on that fateful day 

in 2015, had never acted before Ride Like A Girl, and 

understandably, Griffiths was reluctant to  (to page 2) 
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PADDY Payne, Michelle Payne, Stevie Payne and Rachel Griffiths at the world premiere of Ride Like A Girl.  

Picture: AAP Image/Scott Barbour Source:AAP  

RIDE LIKE A GIRL (fm p1) 

 

cast him in the film. 

 

“We heard that Stevie wanted to play himself,” the 

director said. “But I was thinking about another actor, 

a Sydney-based actor who is very talented and who I 

hope to work with in the future. The challenge of 

working with him (the other actor) would have been 

that he just doesn’t have Stevie’s equine skills. 

 

“One of the most positive messages for me in this 

movie is that Paddy Payne only saw the abilities of 

his children, he didn’t discriminate by gender or put 

Stevie in a special box and limit what he thought his 

life could be in terms of finding meaningful  

employment and participating as fully in life as the 

rest of the kids. To have Stevie say he wanted to be 

in it, I just thought, ‘How would the conversation go 

where I tell Stevie that someone could do a better job 

than him of playing himself?’ I couldn’t answer that 

question.” 

 

Griffiths and the film’s producer invited Stevie to 

come in for what they called “an acting workshop”, 

but it was basically an audition that would determine 

if Stevie got the role. 

 

What happened in that audition blew Griffiths away. 

“I gave him a hairbrush and a scarf,” she recalled to 

news.com.au. “I said, ‘Imagine this is Prince (Prince Of 

Penzance was the horse Michelle rode in the Melbourne 

Cup) and it’s the morning of the race. What would you 

say?’ He took the brush and he just started brushing the 

scarf and he said, ‘How are you, boy? Are you nervous? 

Don’t be worried, you’re going to win today’. 

 

“We were just like, ‘Oh my god!’” Griffiths said. “And then 

we did the beautiful scene where he asks Michelle what 

will happen to him if his father passes. We were crying 

and we thought, ‘This will do’.” 

 

Stevie continued to impress on set when filming began, 

so much so that Griffiths decided to give him more 

screen time. 

 

“He was so good that Elise McCredie, my writer, was 

watching rushes every night and she rang and said, ‘I 

don’t think we realised how to write for Stevie. We didn’t 

know what his strengths were’. She came up with three 

more scenes for him because he was gold. 

 

“It was very much a father/daughter story when we  

conceived the film and then in the course of making it … 

it became a brother/sister thing,” Griffiths told 

news.com.au. 

 

Ride Like A Girl is a winner! - news.com.au 
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Of sunset and wine... 
SO this photo posted on Facebook by Avontuur Estate 

caught the eye when we were trawling social media  

today—one of those snaps that make you look again and 

again because it stirs something. Good times and horses, 

actually. Or lunches that start at 1pm and end after  

midnight. Or just the Fairest Cape at its most beautiful. 

This it’s not a paid advert, but perhaps we can twist 

Avontuur’s Pippa Mickleburgh’s arm for some support next 

year. Ok, just a few lunches then, Pippa, we know there are 

some media heavyweights that dine in the Avontuur  

Restaurant a few times a month. She said: “Our new  

Sarabande Sauvignon Blanc Reserve 2018 has been re-

leased in memory of the beautiful grey mare Sarabande. 

This wine is elegant, fruity and complex with hints of pine-

apple and grapefruit.” Sarabande, who produced Gr2 Mer-

chants winner Mardi Gras on Summer Cup Day recently, 

died earlier this year and Pippa commented: “It was a sad 

day for us, but she will live on. There is one more runner 

coming, her grey filly by VAR we have decided to keep on 

the farm and we will race her. We also have some of  

Sarabande’s siblings running around in our paddocks.” - tt. 

One ‘Inside horse’ wanders into stranger’s home 

THE neighbourly spirit is clearly alive and well in the town of Dunedin, New Zealand. Just ask this friendly local 

horse named Sharq. 

The other day, Sharq slipped away from her owner’s 

place to take a stroll around the neighbourhood. What 

sort of adventures she had along the way is anyone’s 

guess, but we do know where she ended up. 

 

Sharq concluded her journey by strolling into a 

stranger’s house — where she quickly made herself at 

home. 

 

But what’s more remarkable, perhaps, is how casually 

Sharq was received. Here’s a Facebook post from the 

homeowner, Doug Renoe, who suddenly found himself 

playing host to a horse: “Is anyone in the Highcliff area 

missing a horse? This one has come inside, eaten half 

my dinner and my wife’s carrots from garden. We will 

keep her as a pet if not claimed!” 

 

Despite having taken quite a few liberties as an  

uninvited guest, Sharq had found someone willing to 

make her part of his family if she needed one. 

 

Thanks to that post, however, Sharq's owner Ben Telfer-

Hynes was alerted to what his horse had done. Surpris-

ingly, it wasn't all that surprising. 

 

"She’s actually an inside horse, so it was no shock to 

me when I saw she was lurking inside this man's home," 

Telfer-Hynes said. "I’m so glad that she was able to find 

such a lovely place to reside for a short while." 

 

The horse was safely returned to her proper residence 

without incident.  -msn.com 

SHARQ enjoys dinner inside. 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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NORMANDY Stud’s Oscar Foulkes is putting together syn-

dicates for Snaith Racing and he writes: “Our next racing 

syndicate opportunity involves two fillies. 

 

“They were both bought on BSA sales, so they qualify for 

the BSA added stakes incentive (R60k to the first 120 

juvenile winners). The Fencing Master filly, En Garde, also 

qualifies for the R1 million in bonuses to the top three  

juvenile black type horses by the stallion's 2017 crop. 

 

“You are sharing in the fillies' racing careers, so there's no 

up front buy-in, and the fillies revert to Normandy for their 

breeding careers. And, we are not taking any percentage 

of stakes, so this is a zero-cost lease. 

 

“Both are strong fillies that look as if 1000-1600m should 

be their game. 

 

“The first is Imperial Ballet - from the first crop of Dynasty's 

Guineas-winning son, Act Of War, out of a top-class race 

filly. Checcetti has a 100% record of winners from runners, 

including the promising filly Virtuosa. 

 

“The second is En Garde - in the running for the R1 million 

in bonuses for this crop by Oratorio stallion Fencing  

Master. She is a granddaughter of Joshua's Princess, one 

of the best fillies we've bred. 

 

Both fillies have arrived at Snaith Racing, having 

been backed on the farm. They are in training, and 

should be ready to step out in the first half of 2020. 
 

You can have a 5% share in both fillies' racing careers for 

just R1500 per month (the approximate monthly cost), or 

R3000 for 10%. The smallest share available is 2.5% (or 

roughly R750 per month). 

 

DM us if interested, or email oscar@theslingshot.biz 

FENCING Master filly: Plenty to work with.  

Racing Syndicates allow 

for affordable participation 

Banned jockeys will appeal 

after ignoring yellow flag 
 

ALL seven jockeys banned in the void-race drama 

at Sandown on Saturday are to have appeals 

lodged on their behalf. 

 

The Betfair London National was voided on safety 

grounds, with the Venetia Williams-trained Houblon 

Des Obeaux being attended to after suffering what 

was later reported to be a fatal heart attack after 

jumping the Pond fence on the first circuit. 

 

Approaching the same obstacle for a second time, 

a member of the ground staff displayed a yellow 

flag, which is shown to indicate to riders that there 

is a serious incident ahead and that jockeys must 

stop riding and the race declared void. 

 

Seven riders instead bypassed the fence and 

stricken horse, continuing to the finish with the 

race ‘won’ by Philip Donovan aboard Doing Fine for 

Neil Mulholland. 

 

As well as Donovan, Jamie Moore, Daryl Jacob, 

Adam Wedge, Stan Sheppard, Harry Skelton and 

James Davies were handed 10-day suspensions. 

The bans are due to start on December 21. 

 

Paul Struthers, chief executive of the Professional 

Jockeys Association, said: “First and foremost our 

thoughts go out to Venetia, her team and the own-

ers of Houblon Des Obeaux and we shouldn’t let 

what happened subsequently let us lose sight of 

that. 

 

“We will be lodging an appeal on behalf of all the 

riders who were suspended and it wouldn’t be ap-

propriate to comment further until after that ap-

peal has concluded.” 

 

Andrew Cooper, Clerk of the Course, gave an in-

formative interview on Racing TV's Luck On Sunday 

breakfast show and said he was satisfied his staff 

had followed all the procedures and protocol set 

out by the authorities. 

 

He added that communication with racegoers was 

the duty of the BHA's Stewarding Team. 

 

Dan Skelton was among the trainers unhappy with 

the penalties given to the seven jockeys on Satur-

day. 

 

Others voiced their displeasure on Sunday, with 

Grand National-winning trainer Lucina Russell, 

replying to Racing TV's Lydia Hislop on Twitter, say-

ing: "The yellow flag does not work. Please do not 

make out it is "the jockeys" fault; they are trying 

their best and to make out they are disobeying 

orders without care is wrong. The yellow flag does 

not work."  - Racing TV. 

mailto:oscar@theslingshot.biz
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Click on link and enjoy... 

3D animator Gianluca Fratellini has produced a Budweiser 

advert for launch of Budweiser Clydesdales in Russia. “I was 

supervising and animating all the entire project for the  

animation part with the five 3D horses,” he said. It’s quite 

amazing to see what he’s done with his horses to the tune of 

Queen’s We Will Rock You. Hail Freddie, well done Gianluca - 

just take a look at this exciting piece of work, here. 

CATHERINE Hartley of the Thoroughbred Breeders’ Associa-

tion (TBA) writes: “The TBA is very proud to support our retired 

racehorses through Beyond Racing and we’re thrilled to see 

African Tiger bred by Varsfontein win the 3* SA Eventing 

Champs last weekend. The 14 year old gelding by Jet Master 

out of Al Nibari is a full brother to Gr1 winner Little Miss  

Magic, and while he did not get to achieve as much as she did 

on the race track, he’s ruling the Eventing circuit under rider 

Lexie du Toit!” 

Lexie and The Tiger rule Eventing 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/ZUr9FLR-pEk
https://youtu.be/ZUr9FLR-pEk

