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KARIS Teetan, the Mauritian multi-millionaire that came from humble beginnings. (SCMP). 

Do titles really matter if you’re earning Teetan’s cash? 

IT probably hasn't escaped the attention of South Africa’s leading jockey, Warren Kennedy, that former champion 

apprentice, Karis Teetan, earned more at a single meeting in Hong Kong than he did all last season, writes  

DAVID MOLLETT. 

At Happy Valley racecourse last Sunday, Teetan, 29, 

won the Longines International Jockeys Challenge and 

his winning cheque was HK$500000 (approximately 

R1 million). 

 

One had to love Teetan's comment regarding the huge 

prize. He quipped: "I'm getting married next year so I 

need the money." 

 

He added: "I still can't believe I won this challenge. It's 

just not a normal day because I'm riding against the 

world's top jockeys like Frankie Dettori and Ryan 

Moore. 

 Normally I have to watch them on television." 

 

Moore, rated by most pundits as the best jockey on the 

planet, gave it his best shot, but in the end finished two 

points behind Teetan. 

 

Arriving in South Africa as a 13 year-old with little mon-

ey in his pocket, Teetan admits he was frightened by 

the strict discipline and wanted to return to Mauritius. 

 

However, he buckled down to his task at the Jockeys 

Academy and - when he left in 2009 - he had booted 

home 147 winners. 

 

Now he's earning big bucks which he's  

understandably happy about as he makes no  

secret that his family hails from humble sur-

roundings in the holiday island. 
 

At 38 years of age, Warren Kennedy is nine years  

Teetan's senior, yet the jockey who can be described 

as a journeyman rider for a number of years is ending 

the year on a high note he could probably have only 

dreamed of. 

 

Up to December 4, Kennedy had ridden 106 winners 

this term to put him 33 ahead of his nearest rival, 

Greg Cheyne. 
(To page 2) 
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WARREN Kennedy:  Success story of the year.  

TITLES AND CASH (fm p1) 

 

Last season, Kennedy finished in seventh place in the 

national jockeys log with his mounts earning R17,1 

million. Presuming he gets 10% of that figure, his earn-

ings would have been roughly R170000. 

 

Taking the exchange rate as two rand for every one 

Hong Kong dollar, Kennedy earned a sixth over 12 

months of what Karis Teetan earned for one day's 

work! 

 

Nevertheless, Kennedy is currently setting a pace  

usually reserved for Lewis Hamilton in Grand Prix's and 

he can reflect on his prophetic words in an interview 

two years ago. 

 

He said: "It's taken a long time and I'd probably have 

preferred it to happen a little sooner. It's basically the 

old adage - the wheel turns. Things are bound to come 

right eventually." 

 

Kennedy is full of praise for the number of winners this 

year which have hailed from the Turffontein stable of 

Paul Peter. If Kennedy has been the success story of 

the year, Peter has been the revelation of the training 

ranks and this season has sent out 48 winners from 

321 runners. 

 

Interestingly, Karis Teetan is a Manchester United fan 

so his favourite football team's defeat of neighbours, 

Manchester City, on Saturday will have put the cherry 

on top for the week for the young rider. 

 

Of course, as far as the Premier League is concerned, 

Liverpool have built up a huge lead and perhaps only 

Leicester can be given a chance of catching them. One 

wonders what odds one would get taking the Liverpool, 

Kennedy double?  - Business Day. 

@turftalk1 
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JOAO Moreira celebrates his win on Beat The Clock after the six-year-old’s big win in the Group One Longines 

Hong Kong Sprint (1,200m) on Sunday.  John Moore’s top three-year-old Aethero was all the rage in the build-up 

to the race and jumped a $1.50 favourite but, as he has done so often, Beat The Clock produced his best when 

it mattered to leave the trainer John Size in awe. “It’s very humbling to see a horse do that, it’s an amazing  

feeling,” Size said. “It’s just his character, his will to win, his fighting spirit – all the good things that good horses 

have, he has all those attributes.” (Pic by Chase Liebenberg). 

Randjesfontein is open again after AHS measures 

SOUTH African Equine Health & Protocols (SAEHP) has released the following update regarding the case of AHS 

reported near Randjesfontein early in November. 

“A confirmed case of African Horse Sickness 

was reported in the Nooitgedacht area of Gaut-

eng in November and control measures were 

immediately instituted. This affected direct 

movement into the AHS controlled area for a lot 

of Kyalami and Randjesfontein, among other 

areas. 

 

“Confirmation has been received from the 

State Veterinary services that Randjesfontein is 

now open after no further suspect or confirmed 

cases of AHS reported to the state in the area 

in the last 40 days.  

 

“This will allow horses to travel to the Cape for 

the Cape season at this time. The AHS season 

may still properly start earlier than expected 

and it would be advised that any horses that 

need to get to the controlled area over the com-

ing months make arrangements to do so while 

the borders are open. Enquiries for movement 

permits can be sent to move@myhorse.org.za.” 

 

Adrian Todd, CEO of SAEHP, said: “Thanks to 

everyone for working together on this”. –tt. 

Summer Of Champions gets underway 
 

THE Cape Summer of Champions racing season kicks off on 

Saturday at Kenilworth with the running of the first leg of the 

Triple Tiara, the Grade 1 WSB Fillies Guineas, as well as the 

Non-Black Type CTS Ready To Run Stakes, the Grade 2 South-

ern Cross Stakes and the Grade 2 Green Point Stakes. 

 

Originally scheduled for 23 November, the R2.5 million CTS 

Ready To Run Stakes was postponed to Saturday due to a 

case of African Horse Sickness reported in the Nietgedacht 

area of Gauteng last month. 

 

The case placed restrictions on horses travelling from  

Randjesfontein, thus impacting directly on trainers Sean Tarry 

and Mike de Kock’s logistics to get their horses to Cape Town. 

 

The final fields for the four main races on Saturday have been 

declared, and the Green Point Stakes sees South Africa’s top-

rated horses doing battle over 1600m. Hawwaam has been 

withdrawn. (see page 6). 

 

Betting World’s Green Point odds: 15-10 Do It Again, 22-10 

Rainbow Bridge, 4-1 One World, Vardy, 8-1 and better others. 
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HAWWAAM has missed important preparation work. (Chase Liebenberg). 

Hawwaam off to Cape but will miss Green Point 

MIKE de Kock has withdrawn favourite Hawwaam from Saturday’s Gr2 Green Point Stakes. The son of Silvano 

was scratched at 12h39 on Tuesday with Stipes permission and on the basis of ‘interrupted work’. 

Mike de Kock told the Sporting Post that the decision 

to scratch the superstar Silvano colt from Saturday’s 

race was taken as a precautionary measure and in the 

best interests of the top horse – and the racing public. 

 

“He was supposed to run at Turffontein last Thursday. 

We cut back on his work and then the rains came. He 

is extremely fresh and given his temperament, I have 

to consider all the best options. I don’t believe it is 

best that he runs on Saturday.” 

 

The champion trainer confirmed that Hawwaam 

will travel to the Cape on Wednesday and it is 

planned that he will run in the Gr2 Premier  

Trophy (1800m) which is contested at weight-for-

age plus penalties on 21 December. 
 

“Look it’s not ideal, but it’s the prudent best course of 

action right now and on the positive side, this way it 

also gives us a chance to give him a breeze on the left-

handed Kenilworth track in advance of race day. And 

we are all on track for the L’Ormarin’s Queen’s Plate,” 

he confirmed. 

-Sporting Post. 

Scottsville meet to Greyville 
FOLLOWING constant rain and a forecast of heavy 

showers the race meeting scheduled for Scottsville  

Wednesday, 11 December has been moved to the  

Hollywoodbets Greyville polytrack. Race 8 was  

previously 1950m, but will now be run over 2000m. 
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Striker is now Lebanese 

RACEHORSE owner Dr Kevin Bakos (left), Lebanese Mafia 

Don, “King” Rob Zackey (middle) and jockey Piere Strydom 

(right), celebrated Bakos’ birthday in an unnamed Sandton 

restaurant yesterday, after which Strydom converted from his 

original Afrikaans heritage to Lebanese during a ceremony 

which included loud, drunken behaviour and several threats to 

fellow restaurant guests. Zackey confirmed: “Yes, Striker 

hangs out with us so much he decided to convert.  Our Bints 

are nice too, he likes the Bints. He is now a ‘Gaie’ and if you 

use the word ‘mafia’ once more we will all come and ‘drib’ 

you!’ ” Zackey added: “Piere will henceforth be know as “Ayre 

Strydom”, he will wear a big chain around his neck, hang 

around in groups with us and only eat kibbe, gumus and vine 

leaves. If any of your readers have a problem with that, watch 

out for a baseball bat against your skulls. Especially you, 

Bemagtes!” Ya, Garom! 

A cartoon for modern times 
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